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philosophy unites harmoniopsly with Scriptare in
asserting the untepableness of the above conelu- |
sion, and the fallaciousness of the grounds on !
which it is sought 10 be based.

The best analysis, in our view, of the facts of
human consciousness, is that, nccording 10 which,
wental phenomena are arranged into three dis-
tinct classes—those namely of intelligence, of
feeling and of will. «°Fhe intelligence” as an
eminent writer expresses it, * creates conceplions,
laws, rules of action. Fecling, or seasibility, sup-
plies inducements and impulses.  Will creates of-
fort, activity, the emussion of voluntary power.’—
It may be of use to keep this analysis in view,
while endeavouring to follow the author in his
argument, though the conclusiveness of the argu-
ment, it must be observed, is not dependent upon
the correctuess of that analysis, If any, for cx-
ample, prefer the theory which ideatifies will with
desire, instead of that which regards them as es-
sentially distiuct, the preference may be retamed
without injury to a single step of the reasoning.—
It is evident, however, that the Lecturer has

chosen 10 proceed upon the classification just no- |

ticed, and that the arrangement of lus subject has
so far been determined by it.

In the first place then, it is shown, that the the-
ory which makes belief a necessury result of the
view which the mind takes of the evidence pre-
sented to it, is defective, inasmuch as it over-
locks an important element, which contrbutes to
the origin of belief, and an clement 1o which
the idca of respoasibility must be attached.—
The element more particularly alluded 10 here,
is that which falls chiefly, at lcast, under the hiead
of “fecling,” or the sccond class of mental phc-
nomncna noticed above.

Aa important distinction is here drawn be-
tween assent to evidence which adduces jtsclfl
2o the reason alone, and assent to evidenice which
addresses itself 10 the emotional, ws well as to the
rational element: belief of tha former sortis de-
void of any moral quality, aimply because the
moral nature has nothing to do with its erigin,
nor do the truths to which such assent is given,
involve any moral obligation ; belicf of the latter

Kkind, however, does possess a moral quality, be-
cause there can be no full belief of this sort with-
out the concurrrence of the emotional with the
rational element. The followiag cxiracts may !
give zome jdea of the way in which the author
elucidates this point — !
* First, we apprehend 1here could be no con-
ception, cven, much lcss belicf in respect of moral
and rel.gious subjects, without the presence and
movemeat in the mind of this cmonionat or toral
clement. [t scems a sumple aunpusilnlity, that a
being without affection—without fove or hatred,
benevolence or justice, could conceive of such afs
fections and sentiments; orthat one without cone
science could concerve of the disunction bictween
night and wrong, tittac 2nd sice, ot of the fecle
ings of approval and disapproval, alwaysinvoived
in the apprehension of that distinction.  Itscems
impossible, in 2 word, that a being witliout emo-
tions could eatertain aay of the mdical deas
which enter necessanly into every concepliva, as
well a8 belief in moral and religious soljects. -
well might 2 man, born blind, be suppesed 1o con-
ceive of color, ar one born deaf, of seund. Ia-
decd, only suppote the concepuion of love or
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hatred, benevolence or jusuice, approval or disape
proval, awd the very couception unphes eabier the
past or present conscrousness of these feclings
the tnd. Without tlus, conception would planly

want gts vital element.”
[ ]
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“ Secondly, we remark, that from the nature .
{ of the olyect biefore the mund, when contetplat-

ing mora! and religious subjects, the morl cle-
meng in the mmd cannot possibly be i a state of
inditference.”

We select the following as a short specimen ot
the illustration given of thus particular .—
« As certamly as the intellect is affected one

way or another by the presentation of 1tellectual
truth, so must the moral nature be affected one -

way or another by the presentation of moral and
religious truth,  Just as the intelicct asseuts or

| discents, 20 must the mozal nuture like or dishke,
| approve or disapprove, embrace or spurn.  Cone.

stitated 33 an 19, it is impossible that e moral
element in his bosom will not be at wark, accord-
ing 10 its peculiar propesties, in dealing with such
qu- stivns a3 these—with the question, tor instance,
whuch, 1 a mercantile community like this, may
often suggest itself—whether a merchant, pressed
by business, may, without violating the sanctity
of the Sabbath, work up lus accounts or read
his business letters on that holy day; or with
the quesuion, now ogitanng the neighbounng
Umon—whether the Fugitive Slave Law is re-
concilable with the principles of immutable jus-
tice ; or with the question of wider importance
and eternal interest—whether the way of jusufi-
cation rtevealed in the Bible is by fanh alonc;

or with the question winch has made such havoc !

of the peace of the churches—whether the doc-
trine of clection is a doctrine of Gad. What-
cver may have been 2 man’s previous training,
the sunple presentation of such questions to his
nund, will sct in motion the moral clements in
his ¢ and, ¢ iously or sciously,
there will be a tnoral bins incliming to ane wde or
the other.  And not ouly so, but indeciding upon
them, not merely the inteilect but the moral na-
ture also, will, 50 to speak, sit in judgment. Nor
will it be possible for him to come to a decision
on cither mude, involving full, that is, sctiled and
operative belief, ‘which does not carry with it the
assent of the inoral nature,—the appreval of the
fheast.”

The argument preseated under the first gene.
ral division of the subject nust, of course, be re-
garded as incomplete, unless it be adwitted thata
vitiated state of feching or the cmouonal element
15 10 atectf, and apart from all connection with the

will, a thing justly blameworthy. Theguthor,

{ accordingly, does not omat to qualify hisasceat to
{ the axiom, that “noilung s moral or iminorai
i which s not voluntary.” ** If the pnnciple,” he
] remaske, ** be appited t0 acuons alone, we fully |

concur an it; 10 s sense 12 1s only a fammhar

} axiom untversaily recognised and acied vpan in

the world,  But if it be exteaded 50 as to include
the cmotions, or what some witers term the pa-

| thological o pathmatic clemenis of our nature,
we hotd 1t to be unsound and unicnable.”

We cannot help tlunkiug, that the aceepiance
by . Chalmers, of the above maximin ats no-
| quatficd form, adds oniy aaother 1o the many \

lustations of the facinty with which onc erntor 1
may lead 10 another.  We would aot hessate to
admt the presence of a vistwous clement i an .
| vicumauon towand good, however weak it maght |
| be, and howeser much overborae by a songer |
| and an unposag IwcuaaLAR 10 Cra, just as we

woold not hesitate 10 admit the presence of a3
§ VICIOUS cement an an R o owan] e,
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" however weak it nught be, and however much
,overhorne by a stronger and an imposng inchins-
10 good.  lu nenther case, as it s€emns 1o us, isthe
decision of the will necessary to qualify morally
- the desie ; the virtuous quality existe in the one,
and the vicious quality in the other, solely on the
ground, that the one, o far as 1t goes, Is agreca-
i ble to the standard of night, and the other in op-
i porition 10 it.
! Under the sccond gencral division of his sube
! ject, the amhor proceeds to demonstrate that the
il itnelf is concerned in the formation of belief
on mora) and religious subjects, or that our be-
hefs on such subjects ate an really voluntary, as
are our overt acte.  Aund this point is handled in
- a style no luss able and satsfactory than that of
the preceding one. Qur space, however, will
scarcely perinit us to do more than smply 10 jn-
dicate the particulars insisted on. 1n the first
place, it is obsezved that « the will is conferecdly
and neceseanly concerned in 1he examination of
the evidence of truth ;" aund secondly, ** that the
will invazinbly and necessanly accompanies, nay,
incotporates itself with every act of belief,”
We have only room for a very brief specimen
of the rcasoming under the latier of these heads:
“In mosal and religious subjecis, foll belief—
iocluding 1he assent of the moral nature, as well
as of tne intellect—must always point to action,
and must thus include the decision of the will in
reference to such action. In dealing with 8 were
intellectual truth, as with an historical fact, or a
geometrical demonstration, the belief formed may
lave no reference to action; and the will may
thus be conceived 10 be at rest with regatd 1o it 3
wut o dealing with moral and rehigious truths, it
vannot be so. Nuch truths not only invariably
unfold ditect practical ohligations, but they neges-
sarily require, for their full apprehension, a sefer-
ecce of the niind to the obligations thus unfolded,
and to the idex of 2ction, 1n harmony with, or
onposed to these obligations.  Let this aspect of
these truths be oveslooked, and then the whole
truth is planly not before the mind.”
Under the third genernal division of the lecture
\J
we have another argument advanced, which we
look upon as an cminently decisive one, and one
which can be all the morc casily appreciated dy
, the giaumest expacity, from its being independent
[} -
of all sefeience 1o gnental analysis. .
The author ¢!d®s his discuseion of the subject
! by briefly siowing how 1he conclusion arsived st
tmay be confitmed alke by the * testinony of
{ conscience, the pracucal judgment of mankind,
; and the eaplicat statements ot scripture.”
We cannot bring our rematks 1o a cloce with-
. out again expressing our high and unqualified ad~
* muzaton of this mastesly production ; us arcals-
; ot wul be an exlensne one, if only as great as
: 1ts ments eatitle it to.
————————e

THE SYNOD.

We call the atteation of members of Synod 10
the notice on our first page respecting their ac-
commodauen.  Fncuds in Kingston express the
hope that they wiil be able to provide for 2l who
may honour them with their presence. It i not
the first tune that their hospitalities have been
generously extended on like occasions,

Ties to bie lmptd.lhal the meeting will he plez-
sant aad poofitable—that a #pirit of love and mu-
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- t¢al forbearance will pervade the amsembly—and

that the husinessmay be despatcked with prompt-
arss and decorum.



