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lcss transaction. This reminds uis of the
commion rnethod of cicciding whether cer-
tainl amusemnts, etc., arce righit or w'.romg.

ilînsters usualiv tell yotinig pliie that
thcy should flot eng<age in ianyýtior tUnoil
'vhich they cannot ask God's blessing. "If
you can lionestiy pra~y about a thiivr it is
iikclv to be righlt." Strange tiîat sucil
couinsci shoLlc becie in the liight of bis-
toi-y whiclh inakes it cicar that mnen have
conscientiousiy praved over the burning
of hieretics anci witchcs, andi have aiso
asked God's biessing upon the grossest
forins of immnoraiity. Yet wvhat better ad-
vice can meni givc wl'iîo hiave no knio\%iedg-e
of thc M-oly Ghiost as guide into ail truth ?

Tiîouglî it may bc truc that tiiere wrerc
some defects iii the lives of thie aposties
aftcr Peîîtccost, that tbcy clii tiot c!carly
apj)reccl the fuit rncaxîing of Divine
Guidance at' the first, yct.it is perfectly
cicar that the change was so great tliat it
caniiot possibiy be accotiîted for on any
othcr hypothesis than tliat it wa-s the re-
suit of thecir acceptance of the I Toly Spirit
as g-)uide into ail truth. It is equally clear
that they pressed the accel)talicc of the
sainîe Spirit in the saine sense as
tiîey thîemselves recc2ived, I-Iiin, upon ail
thîcir converts.

llurning no\% to the iistorical ar-gumîent
wlîat do wve find ?

First, thie Olci Testament ciearly pre-
dicts that oflC of the nîost distimguishimg
features of the future dispemî-ýaLjon shouid
be the outpouring of the Spirit upomi ail
fiesh. That God's laws slîould be 'vritten
iii thne leart aîîd piaced ini the mind.
Secondly, john Baptist, the immediate
forerunner of Jesus, and the greaté'st of
the prophets, declared that the great
mission of Jesus -%as to baptize with
the Holy Ghost. Thirdly, Jesus J-im-
self laid far greater emphasis upon this
part of His nmission than upon any
other aspect of it. giving it special pro-
minence just before His crucifixion
(see John, xiv, xv and xvi), and also

just before His ascension (sec Arts,
chi. i). Fouirthiy, the aposties passed
thrniugl a distinct crisis in tlîeir ex-
ieuience iii exact harnîony with the
teaching anîd prediction of jesus
that they siîouid receive the Holy
Gliost ixut mnany ilays lience and
that tis baiptisiin woul(l give themn
clear perception of spiritual truth and
inake theun powverful witnesses unto
Hiniseif. Fifthly, the aposties not
oîîly received the Spirit themselves but
presscd His acceptance upon ail] the
lirst Christians, inany outside the
apostolic circle receiving Him in the
sanie sense as thoqe insidL, tliat circle,
Stephen, Paul and Luke being notable
exampies. Thie thcory that the gift Qf
the Holy Glîost received by the
apostles wvas in any sense different froni
the baptismn received bv the ordinary
believers of the day is as pure -a fiction
as could be invcnted.

But sonie one says we ail believe in
the baptisin of the Holy Ghost. Cer-
tainiv wre do n ot deny it ; but wvhat
%ve insist upon just îo;v is, that this
baptismn of the Spirit nîcans taking
Hiii to be guide into ail truth and cm-
powerer to do the perfect wiii of God
on earth as it Nvas donc by Jesus. If
tlîe Hoiy Ghost does flot do this for us,
then wve press flic question what does
He do, or wvhat advantagc is there in
receiving Him at ail ? Let ail loyers
of truth ponder this question Nvell and
sec if they can find a reasonable
answcr. WTe are convinccd that thcy
wvill be forced to the conclusion that if
Divine Guidance, the gift of the Holy
Ghost as guide into ail truth and e:i-
powcrer. to do the wvhole wviIl of God,
was nýt the secret given to the xvorld
by Jesus, then He gave us no secret at
ail so far as holy living is concerncd,
His death having reference top.rn
and not to holy living.
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