FRIENDLY

GREETINGS.

four children. 1le wasa drinking man, and made all
his family miserable, As his wife truly said, “1le
was no husband to call a husband, and the children
ran away from him when they saw him.”  1lis family
were in the greatest poverty, and his wife had only a
bed of straw to lic upon ; for all the money went in
drink,

One day this collier went from curiosity to heax
another collier preach. The text was this: “The
Master is come, and calleth for thee.”

The drunkard was smitten in his heart when he
heard of the love of Christ; and he prayed very
earnestly to Ilim that e would indeed come and
save him.  Such prayers are uever prayed in vain.
Christ did come and save him. Then he who had
been blind saw the folly and wisery of sin; his eyes
were openced, and he saw the love of Christ and the
beauty of holiness. Iis ews were opened too, and
his tongue was loosed, so that he could hear and
receive the truth, and speak as he had never spoken
before.

Instead of emrses e forth Dlessings from his lips ;

and the little children who had in former days run |

away from him in fear would now come and climb on

his knee, and talk to him in their pretty childish way.

Lo, waters broke out in the wilderness, and streams
in the desert. His poor wife, whose heart must have
thirsted many a time fur some loving word, was no
longer neglected and miscrable, fur the dragons of sin
were driven out of her husland’s soul, and the parched
ground became 2 pool.

Perhaps vau are thinking, “T am not a drunkard,
T am not a had man, hut T like to be the master of my
own actions. T can’t give np the key of my heart to
another.”

In other words, you are saying, “I will not have
this man to rule over me.”

Jut, alas! if Christ does not rule over you, Satan
will. Nay, even now you are in bondage to Satan
unless you have given up your heart to Christ. And
*the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
cternal life through Jesus our Lord.”

Which of these two masters will you serve ?

The one is a hard and eruel tyrent; the other, “=a
Fricnd that sticketh closer than & brother.” The one
‘““as a roaring lion, walketh about, secking whom he
may devour;” the other is the “Good Shepherd, who
gave His life for the sheep.” The one pays you for
your service with misery and death; the other gives
freely cternal life to all who trust in Him.

Oh, be persuaded to give up the key of your heart
to Christ. Give Him yourself, and then all things
are yours—*‘ Things present, or things to come; all

arc yours ; and ye arc Christ's ; and Christ is God’s.”
J.n

CONSIDER YOUR WAYS.

Suils was God’s message to the people of Jerusalem.
\é But it is His word to ws, as well as to
them. 1le would have all people to consider
their ways.

We are too apt to live without thought. We fall
into habits almost insensibly. One pu-son does what
he sees another do; many follow custom hlindly,
and numbers have no other rule than their own
pleaswre.

God would not have us live so. Ie would have us
think, and think seriously. He says to us, “Con-
sider your ways,” set vour heart on your ways, think
about them, examine them well.

Now this is a thing, not merely to hear about, or to
read about, but to do. Iiach person is to do it for
himself, to consider his own ways ; and it is a very
serious and important thing. TFor every way has an
end ; there is no way that does not lead somewhere.

In order to help us to consider our ways, let us
think of some ucstivns which we may ask owrselves
about them.

Ias conscience anything to say against owr way?
Do we ourselves know, or even suspect, that our way
is not a right way? Ilow is our time passed ? What
are we doing on our week-days?  Ilow are wo spend-
ing our Sundays? Of what kind are our pursuits,
our pleasures, our companions? IHas conscience any-
thing to say against us, anud dees it sometimes speak?

Are our ways according to the Bible? Itis very
important to Lave a clear cuuscience ; but conscience
itself must be taught by the Word of God. It is not
enongh that we shquld do what we thiak to be rght;
wo must do what God says is right. Are our ways,
then, according to the Dible? With many short
comings can we yet take that blessed book and say,
¢ This is what I desire to follow ; this is my rule, my
guide, my pattern; this is how I wish and tiy to
live 2%

Another question we should ask ourselves is this—
What shall we think of our ways hereafter? What-
ever we may think of our ways now, are they such as
we shall look back upen with comfort in time to
come? Sicknessand death give very different views
of things from life and health. What will our
present ways seem to us when eternily is near!
What will our thoughts be, when we look Lack upon
our present time, and the way in which we are
spending it~—upon the opportunities and means, the
gifts and talents which we ow lhave, and which we

o=

i are cextainly using in some way orother? What shall

we think of our ways when we come to consider them

* as past ways?

~ truth can make it.

Another solemn qguestion may be drawn from the
Jible itself.  We read there of two ways, the broad
way and the narrow way—the way of death, and the
way of life. Our way is one or other of these.
Which? This is a sulemn question ; and all the more
en on this areount, that many are in the broad way,
fow in the narrew.  Men do not like to think thas,
but it ic tme, ~c e as the werds of Gud's owa
“Enter ye in at the strait gato:



