
OHURCU WORK.

propriety of the Choir entering the
tchurch together, i 1i a body, like
the clergy. The practice which is
s0 conimon fer the menîbers of it
to drop in, one by one, at any odd
moments, some generally after the
service lias commenced, and the
recognitionis and whisperings, and
bustling about, the finding of places
and arranging of music books which
invariably accompany this practice,
are very unseemly and distracting
to the congregation, who are coni-
pelled te witness thern.

Unfortunate]y, a prejudice lias
existed in the niinds of many per-
sons against a surpliced choir, be-
cause they have imagined it a sign
of High Church doctrine and
iritual : no doubt this prejudice is
fast passing away with the similar
one which prevailed against the
wearing of a surplice ini the pulpit.

I have neyer been able myseif to
see any necessary connection of
either of these customs with what
is called Ilparty." More than
twenty years ago, in th,- town of
B3righton, Englanid, where the two
extremes of party were rcpresent-
cd, I remnember there was flot a
church where the choir was flot
surpliced; so littie wvas this con-
ceived to be a party badge.

Iù later years, such prominent
leaders- of theý Evangelical side as
Bish'op Ryle, Archdeacon Garbett,
and Dean Close have conceded the
desirability of Choirs being sur-
pliced, and have publicly in pr*i'
avowed their approval. of the cus-
tom.

I may add that at the Provincial
Synýod of 1877 the late Metropoli-
tan, Bishop Oxenden, expressed at
Iength, in the House of Bishops,
hýsstrong approbation of surpliced

Choirs on very mucli the grounds
I ha:ve stated..

FIRST MISSIONARIES IN
BRITAIN.

AT the Couneil of Pisa, in the
year 1417, the following question
wvas seriously debated : Is the Brit-
ish, the French, or the Spanish
Church, the oldest ? The decision
ivas given in favor of the British
Church. That decision was con-
firmed by Councils held afterwards
at Constance and at Sens.

Cardinal Pole stated in Parlia-
ment, in the reîgn of Queen Mary,
that "Britain was the first of ail
countries to, receive the Christian
Faith." The British Historian
Gildas, says that Christianity was
introduced in Britaîn in the last
year of the Roman Emperor, Ti-
berius CSsar ; that is, in the year
38, A. D. Robert Parsons, the
Jesuit, says, "It seeras nearest the
truth that the British Church was
original]y planted by Grecian teach-
ers, such as came from the East,
and not by RPomans."

Put these statenients torether,
and mark the conclusions to which
they Iead. The British Church
was not «founded by Missionaries
froni France or Spain, for it was of
earlier date* than the Churches of
those lands. It .was the oldest
Church of the West : it wias planted
very early, a very few years after
the Crucifixion of our Lord; its
Missionaries came, not trom any
Enropean country, .but front the
East.

THE Episcopal Churcli of Scot-~
land bas grown froln 72 charges
forty-five years ago, to 202 at the
present time.

62


