
hms been sweeping the natives of other islands into te gira'e by thousandls. It
lias sprcod over the whole of* this îsland, anîd seveiil hundrede of the iteshe
aiready died of« it. At te tinte when thte disease broke out twenty-one natives
%vere liii on our prentises, and seven of titat nunîiber have died. Abolit the
81111neI pioportion of* il c people iu the distriet in Nvhieh ive reside have died aloo.
nhe rate of ruortality in other pairts of' the i.-hînd Las heeu in suine justanves les.
and others more. lucre clin be i)ut litle douin that te discase wvilt catrry off
one-third of* the population, p~eriuîps tmore. very few (lie of' the rncaz;ie., it its the
severe dysentery hihproves zao 1itt;il. lt wouid be diflitilt au(l painiful tu de-
scribe the distress and suffcurîng which the stekness lias catised. Whell it eîtters a
place the whioIe cotutuurtnity is soon laid prostrate, so that the sick eaui receive but
little attention. MNany who inight otltervise recover, die frout walit of' od.
liîey cauinot go to titeir plan tations for it and eook it, and Lhere are lew whio can
do titis l'or theni. It 18 iithi grvat diflicuilty that the dead cani bu buried, anud titis
duty is often perforiited b3, persons ou the verge of the gr.ave thetnsuikes. Mis.
Gedd(ic*t streutgth and usy own has been SONverely tested tainN.iting, on the sick
andi dyxng, and in dotng what we couid to alleviate their uli'e Oron
dear littie gir l had te situl:ineçs iii Comniuon) %itii othurs, andi sito %VaS lflotgit su
low vith dysentery that wue had no hope of' lier recovery, but Ciot lias s1 rdlier
to lis. issionaýry work is in a great lacastire suspcnded lit ofet Sxu uiy
best tea:iecrs have died aP'elady, and others are verý1y iii. It is -ad lîtdeed to ee
s0 toany of' the roor inatives, vrhuui wve love ulî1nust as8 if tliey were Our owulCid
ren, eut off? su stîddenly andi iii suich iituaibers arouid us. Mtany wiîu 'vere Our
eariiest andi warznesr. fricutis, and -%vho ettdtired aiong %% itit us the Iitst îriuib of the
mission, are nuonmure, and ilt septis :îs if ive %vould bc. lut to labour ziinong a, new
greucration. 1 ean give you but littie infornuation about the death-bed experience
of xnany wvho have dicti, but. if w'e lire Lu jud go of theux froin thecir lives, 1 have
reason to hope tiîat not a fcw are rutw in litee. lThe mnortaiity lias beeti great-
est axnong per8ons int the prime of fle, ivhiie îuany of theuiti aud yong hiavv itecn
spareti. .1t; i probai;le LhtLt twvo or three ntonths wvxll clapse hefère te Sicicuess
entireiy disappears on te isiati. The disease w'as ait New Calcdonia, Mlarc, Lifti
and Wen helUore it came to this is1anti, andt its ravages are said to have heen even
greater in theqs* places titan hiere. IL is now ott Taîta, Erroman0iga, Fate, and
ive bave reason to think on Fotuna, also.

itUaxING 0F TUE NEW CIiUItCI ALND TIIE SCIIOOLIIOIUSE.
lThe nest calainity whichi I have to mention i te burning of our new elitureli

andi seioolltuuse. Titey wcere destroyed býy lire one night last nionth, andt we are
nôw sure thutt titis wvas te Nvork of an ineendiary. lThe schoolhouse ivas iirst
ObServed to be On lire, and being near the church the latter building could tiot, bc
6aveti. After te lire broke eut tlte captalit and erew oU a vessel ly-ing in te itar-
bour ait te tinte, twu white mten belIongingY te one of the sandai -woodetbis-
mients on te islanti, and sucit natives as %%ereable to icave titeir houses, wvere Qocn
on thte spot, bttt ail tat couiti bc dune w-as to save the stone ivails of te citureil.
Wicn tite thatehi was burit eot iL -we succcedetl iD putting aw-ay te framnework of
Lihe roof, so that te stonework %vas not injured by 'tue lîcat. Tite flotur being

plastereti andi euvered w-ith m-ais, there w-als but little comnbustible maLter itmside Lu
humr. In the scltoulhouso there wvas proptrty of cunsiderable valne destroyed,
among witici ivece tiree boxes bclongîng te Mr. Johnston, te sails of' te Joli z
Knox,'and boards whiih te natives had zsaved, for tue unissionaries on te otitez
isiantis. We w-crc altogether unjtrepared for suci an event as this, and niany of
the natives Uroxui a distance ivoulti net bolieve it until Lhey camei anti w-itîessei te
scnne or desollation with tîteir owrt cyca. 'fli imnpression inade on titeir nttinds ty
the btîrning of the ciiurchi secins Le Le inuei greater titan even that muade by the
sîckness.

Neo iiivest*gtion ootute maLter Nvill talke place at presenit. But as soun ais the
public hecaltit is restored there %vill be a mieetinig of ail te cîtiefs on te isiand.
Every effort w-ill then bc nmade Le discover te incendiary and punisi te crîtîte.
Soute or te chiiefs arc rcsolved on capital piunisltncnt, but great as is thu crime I
mnust oppose. se dreatiful a penalty. But hy %vilom vas te citurcli burin? Sus-
picion mit present falîs on ai sinuil party of natives w-lie hive in our neigitbourliood,
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