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WXoe te thce, Moah11,
Titan art lest, thon iieepie cf Chioshi,
He liati given his sons as fuigitives, lus

dauigiitors to captivity
To the KCing of the Ainorites, Sillon;
'SV cast themi down;
lleshibon is lest even te Diboiî;
We laid it -aste eyen to Nupiab
Witis fire even unto Mdb.

Thsese, last, thoughui interestiiîg as speci-
mens cf the lyrie peetry cf Lise ago, canilot
lie rcgarded ns part of thecir devotionai ser--
vic2s. The close of the sojourn iii the
%vilderness, and cf the life of Mosts, huis

propîsetie and peetic gifts broke forth in
twe ciaborate piccos wviih parteok more cf
a religions character, wii in fluet combine
poetry, instruction, devotion and propliccy.
Thiese lire giveuu in tIse 32nd and 33rd dmap-
mers of Dcutcronomy. Tiiere is somncthing
striking and intecrs i;g in tise fact that tise
coiimeiiccmdnt anà tise close cf the itter-
ances cf the Iiebreîv propluet in the wilder-
ness wcre ia the formn cf elaborate, lyrical
compositiois ;-thce one on entering, the
othser on emerging frein the dcsert ;-tsct
after crossing the Rcd Sca, this before dis-

isîgthe people over Jzdn"
Tihe fusst of thesçe ia tue son-, wiv el by

'onî1inand cf God, Moses taught thc people,
as a tcstmony against theni slîotld thecy
aftcrwarhs depait fromn hins. Il Write ye

;hi oiu- for yen, and tcaeh il thie chiidren
of Isrzsel :put it iii thicir moutus, tisat tîuis
>on" llay be a witness for- me aguiinst cIe
z'iire."-Pcut. xxxi. 19. Fic hapi-
ier xxxii. 44, it cvonid secin thasi Moses not
osulY wrote it, lînt sang ii. in theu cars of thec
'ceopie. It lîreaules tise spirit of tIse highu-

tst poir and is moi-c regn-iurly ccnstrucrcdl
tiail ino.'t cf the iiispiieil poctry of scrip-
,are. Its object iis to coirin tise peo-
ple in thse î%vorslîip alid service cf Jeheovalu.
Wiîh mlis viewi it expatiates on1 lus mejesty,

Mner amnd goodincss, [is inightv nets cii
,hkir -eimaîf, and cvarns thei cf the miis-
(dets wichl apcstacy wouid brin-g upon
thens. her nations hiud tlisir nattionail
iývinns il) whuich thmey sang- cf tise gicry cf
their coîuntry. B3ut us tItis tise national
..utlicm cf Israel nothing is ieft for tise
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people to giory in, ail that is good about
thexu is ascnibcd to tic bottnty cf the crea-
tor, ail that is Cvii to tihe weakness and in-
gratitude of the creature." The hymn-
soariîîg aicft, fuli of deep views of thc
future and the present ; composcd in a curt,
compressed yet highly metaphorical styleo;
p)ungent, kecn, picrcing, at the saine time
abounding in hioly earncstncss; a ivitutzsb
8gainst tise disobediceuce cf tise People, al
Iauding of the God of cc i-enant,--gives us
once more fi brief sketch cf the wlioe life
and doings of the great man of God, îvho
especialiy hand the office assigncd him to
announice condemnation."t

The second is Il'the biessing whcrewitht
'Moses the inas of God blessed the chiidren
of Isracl before his deatis." Like Jacob on
bis 'Jying bcd blessisïg ]lis tivelve sons,
Moses hefore going np to the mouint to die
there, pronounced his biessing on each of
the tribes dcscribing its present character
and future history. "This stands in mark-
cd contrast îvith the iast a~s containino-
nothing threatening. After the severe mît-
ness borne against thcm in tise former, it is
soothing in its nature, inviting lsraei te
rest in the fullness of Jehovah and encour-
acging them by religions promnises of biess-

T[he long period fromn the sojouran in the
widcrness te the cime of David w-as a
period of vicissitude ani confusion, and but
fiý'i specimens of its poetry efiter civil or
sacrcd have becis pre., er'ved. Tise B3ook of
Jasiier is refcrred te in Joshua N. 13, and
2nid Samuel i. 18. As iii hoth tisese cases
wve have quoted fi-oi it pocins or parts of
îîoems, it is supposed to have beein a book,
iikc tIe bo00k cf the wvars of the Lord
aircadv referred te, comtaining odes oii the
varicus eveîsts cf their national hîiàtory.
'l'le iirst of these quotations contains a
ininificenit description of Joshua's victcrv
over tise Caiiaanites, whien tic sua liassted
flot to go dlowit a whole day. The other is
1)avid's lainent over Saul and Jonathan,
prohsîbly the fsrst specimnens of E legiac

peetry ini existence,
T1'vo other compositions of ti sarne cra

which have been Prcscrvcd ai-e more pro-

O Von Gerlach.
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