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seen with our eyes and heard with our ears, and proceeded on our way.
APL.

Sept. 17. This island lies to the north of Vate distant between 40 and 50 miles.
The ship had never been beyond Vate, so that wo were now traversing new and
unbroken ground.  Our voyage bstween the two jslands oceupied twolve or four-
teen hours, and during that time we passed no less than ten or twelve small 1s-
Jands, varying in size from two to six milds in circuwlerence. The vegutation on
them was most luxuriant, and they are said to be thickly inhabited.

It was with some misgvings that we approached the shores of Api. The reports
that we had heard of thu island from sandal woud traders wore by no weuns fuvor-
able. They were spoken of us very treacherous savages. It isnot long since they
killed some men who landed from a trading vessel, but the strangers weie
the first aggvessors, by stealing from their plantations.

The ship hove to on the south side of the island and a boat was lowered to land
the native whom we had brought frum Vate, and 1l possible.open communivcation
with tho natives, as we were ansious to leave teacliers.  We pulled in wear to the
shore which was covered with patives attracted by our arrival.  The natives held
up green branches as tokens of peace, and made signs to us tu land but we pointed
to a canue ar heckonod to them to come off to us. A canve was launched and
some natives put off in her, but they approached us with caution, until they saw
their countryman, who was with us in the buat. We sent him on shore with the
Vate native, but we rctained sume of the natives who cameoff in the canoe as hos-
tages for their safe return.  Ouar interpreter was instructed to send off any chiefs
that were on shore, that we might confer with them. One chief made his appear-
ance in a short time, and we persuaded him to leave his cance and come into
our boat. Ie was very timid, and notwithstanding our offurts to allay s fesrs
he jumped into the o and wag soon ashore. We now made signs to our Api
friend and the Vate native to come off to the boat. o sent them ashore a second
time accompanied by a Rarotongan and Aneiteumese whom we instrucied to
land, if the chiefs would corsent to come off to us. This was to us a moment of
anxious suspense  Was the dour to be opened om Api at this time or not? We
were soon cheered by secing the timid chief once more in a canve accompunied by
an elderly man having all the bearing of a chief abyut him. These two men we
were told were tl.e highest chiefs in the part of the island visited by us, and much
deference was paid to them by those who accompanied them. They not only con-
sented this time to come into our boat, but agreed to gv with usto theship. Weex-
plained our ohject to them through our interpreter. They expressed their willing-
ness to receive teackers, and promised to protect them, and treat them kindly.

It was prog.os:d that one of the chiefs should rema.u on huard all night and that
the teachers and their wives should spend the night on shore. Two Rarotungans
named Sio and Pipo hsaving expressed a wish {0 remain on this island were n-
structed to hold tbemselves in readiness to land. TIn the course of the evening I
took one of the chiefs and the teachers ashure. The beach where we landed was
covered with hundreds of natives. As soun as we wera on shure the chief went
through the crowd ordering them to sit down. ButI gavehim to understand
that we werc not afraid, and asked Lim to allow the peuple to gratify their curi-
osity by crowding around us. The teachers wives were special objects of attrac-
tion, as they tere neatly dressed in rather showy gowns. Our hustages who had
spent the greater part of the day on shore gave & guod account of the land and
people.  We saw no houses as the natives all live inland some miles from the
shore. All vegetation seem:d to be growing with tropicul luxnriance. On the
following morning the teachers and tieir wives came ff to the ship. They were
much pleased with what they saw of their chosen ficld of labor. Having comple-
ted our arrangements with the shiefs and given thew liberal presents, to ensure
kininess to the teachers, preparations were made to land them. Mr Marray ae-
companied the little mission party on shore. 'They left the ship followed by the
best wishes and prayers of all on buard. Even the hardy suilors appeared to be
much moved at the christian heroism manifested by these devoted men and women,
who are ready to sacrifice every thing for Jesus® suke and the gospel’'s. Theland-
ing was a lovely scene.  YWhen the buxcs of the teachers were taken out of the
boai Mr Murray proposed a religious sursice. At his request the chiefs gave the.




