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aGorgo E1iot'z R1igiouz ~if
SP to the xigo of 6eveteetjn or eighteen Marian lied been

considered the most truly pious member of bier famx-
ily, bmuing earnestly bunt, as ishu s:tys, -te rshapu tîjis
auumaluub Etiglitih Chîristian lito ot ours initu tiumu

oon8igteng-y with tht sîirit antd simple verbal tetior of the
New Testament." s I %vas bruughit up," sbe informa atiother
orrespondent, c-In the Church of England, and bave -neyer

joined any other religions Society; but 1 haya had close
aquaintanco witfî many dîssenters of various sects, Ostlvini.-
tic Abaptirita te Unitarians."l Her inner life at this time la
faithfully mirrored in the spirituial experiences of bMagiuie
'Tulliver. Marian Evans 'vas flot one w ho cou]d, rest satisfied
with outiard observances aud lip-worship :slie needed a
faith whicbi shouid give unity and sanctity to the conception
of lite, whicb ahiould awaken "éthat àecogiiition oftaomething
to, lit) lived for beyond the more satistaction of selt, whlicb la
to th~e mural lite whist theo addition c.f a great central ganglion
la to animial lite." At one time Evanguliccliam aupplied lier
with the most casential conditions of a religions lite:. withi ail
the veliemence oftan ardent nature ahie flutig bier wvbole soul
into a passionate acceptanceof fltie tecding of Ciristianity,
Srrying lier zeal to the pitcb of esceticism:

This 'vas tlîo atate ot bier mind at thenge of seventeen,
wbcn bier aunit fretn Wirksworth came to stay witlî bier. Air..
Xlizabeth Evans (wbo came afterward-, to be largely iden-
titied withi Dinah Morris) was a zealons WVesleyan, having et
oue time been a noted preacber; but bier niece then a rigid
U.lvînizt, bardly thought bier doctori'ie strict criouigli. Wben
this iamo cunt paid ber a visit somo time afterwaruis, et
Folesbill, '!arian's view had already undergone a complete
t-ransformation, and their intercou.se wras constraincd and
painful ; for the young evangulical enthusiast, wbo bcad been
-a favorite in clerical circles, 'vas now lu wbat ahie described

agcca crude stata ef freetbinking."1 It 'vas a period of transi-
tion tbrough 'vbich sbe pas8ed into a new religions synthesis.

ler intimacy 'vith tîte Braya began about tbe time wbien
tliose now doubta 'vere beginning to ferment in bier. Htr
expanding mnd, nourisbed on tbe best literature, ancient and
modern, began t,) feel cramped by dogmes flint bad no'v
lest their vitelity i yet a break with an iube:ited fora ef
belief te wbich a tbouaand tender associations bouind lier 'vas a
cnitastropho she sbmank from 'vitb dread. Hience a period of
mental uncertainty and trouble, In consequence of these
itxwnrd questioninga it bappened that tho Young lady wbo
tiad beaun brougbt te couvert bier aquaintauces 'vas converted
by tbem. In intercourse 'vitb tbem sbe 'vas able freely to
eoptn ber mmnd, tbeir enlightened view bielping ber in this
crihis of bier spiritual life;i and sbe founrl it an intense relief
to reconcile bier moral sud intellectual perceptions 'vitl a
partiCUlar forai Of WOrabip.

By fer tbe axost trying consequence of ber change of vie'vs
was that now, for the firat tine, Ma.riaa 'vas broughit into
collision 'vith ber father 'vhose pet she had al'vays beea. He
could not underatand ber in'vard perpl -ities, nor the need of
bier soul for conplete inward unity of tbought, a condition
impossible te, ber lunder the limiting conditions of a
dogmatic evangeicaiism, tgwhere folly often inistakes it-
self for 'visdora, ignorance gives itself airs and knowledge,
eind selfllahacas, turning its eyes up'vard, cails itself religin."
She. on tbe other baud, aftcr a painfull stmuggle, 'vauted te
brrak away fromn the eld torm ot 'vorship, and refused te go
-techurcb. Dee-ply atta<cbed tlîougb sho'as to ber tatberthe
aeed te zuake ber acta conforru 'vîtlî ber convictions became
irresistiblo. Under ttncb conflicting tendencies a rupture
bet'veen father and daugbter beemte imminent, aud for a
3bort time a breaking Up et the home 'vas contcmplatcdl,
Marian intendir.g to go and live by horself ln Coventry. One
ýof the iecdiug traits in bier nature, ita adhcstvenesis, lio'vvr,
.and the tbrcat of seperetton proved se, peintul te lier that bier
frieuda, Mr. and lits. Bray, persunded ber te conform te lber
lixtler's wisbeis, as fat as outtrerd obs~ervanices 'vere implied,
and ter tbo test lic dul net trouible himiseif to inquime into liet
gweughtg or occupations.

George Ellut had the higliest regard tor Le've&ô opin-
ions, but held to ber own. One ot tho clief subjects of dlit-

férence consijted in thecir attitude towerd Christianity t

wberees bo 'vas its uncomprornising opponent, sbe bas the
greateat synipethv witli lt varions mianifestations, from
Roman Catholic ascricismn te Evaugelical austerity and
Mettiodist fervor. lier reverence for everv form of 'vorship,
iii %%Iii mankind bias mure or lu4s tunb,.iouily embodied
its sense of tbe mystery of aIl -tîjhis unintelligible world"
intrenaed, 'ith the yenrs. Sfio %vas dteî.ly penetrated býy
tliet tendenh.y (A the Puî,itivist spirit wvlicli recognizea the ben-
eficial element in every form of religion, andl seis tbe close.
nay, indissoluble, ceunection betveen the faith of former
generations and the ideal of our own. Slie berself fouind
aimple scope fer needs and aspirations et lier Fpiritual nature
in thîe religion of lîumcnity. As lias elready been repeatedly
pointcd eut, tliere ruins tbroî.h, ail Ler,%vorks the ane per-
sistent teaclîing eftg "tîe inftaite Nature et Dutv." And 'vith
Comte suie refea ccbte obligations et duty, as 'veIl as ail sen-
timents et devotion, te a cencrete objuct, nt once ideal and
real; tîte lituman Race, conceived as a contiînuous whoeo,
incltuding the pat, tlîe pré'sent, and the future."

'rhougli Georgo Eliot drew ruany of ber idens of moral
cultivation frum the doctrines of Comte'B ' Philosophie Posi-
tive," alie 'vas net a Positivist la the strict seuse of tue word.
lier mind 'vas far tee creative by nature te give an unquali-
lied adliesion to sucli a rysteni as Co-nte's. Indeed, lier
devotion te the idea et mankind, concirit-ed as a collective
whole, is net se mucb cbaracteristic of Positivists as of the
greatest nmodermnds, minds siich ns Leasing, Bentham,
Shelley, Mliii, 'Mazzini, and Victer IHugo. Inasmucli as
Comte co-ordinate<l these ideas into a consistent doctrine,
George Eliot found berseif greatly attracted te lus system;
and Mr. ]3eesly, ci ter au acquaintauce et eigbteen ycars, con-
sidered liimselfjucstifiedl un ýsteting that ber powerftol intellect
lîc<l accepted tho teaclîing et Auguste Coîmte and that sbe,
look cd forward te the reorganization ef belief on the hunes
wbich bie lied laid down. Stili bier cdherence, like tbat et
G. H. Lewea, wcs only partial, and applied mainly te, bis
plîiloaepbv, and net te bis acheme et social pelicy. She
'veut fartber tlien tbe latter, ho'vever, ie ber cencurrence.
For Mr. Lewes, speaking of tue "9Politique Positive" Ila bnis
c-History ef Pbilosopby," admits that bis antngonistic atti-
tude had been coasiderably modified on lcarning fromi the
remerk ef eue vemy dear te bim, elte regard it as a tTtepia,
preseuting l'ypotheses rather tban doctrines-suggestiona
tor future inquiries rather tbau dogmes for cdepts."

On tbo whIole, altlieugli George Eliot did net agreew'ith,
Comtc's later theomies- concerning the reconstruction ef Soci-
ety, sue regardled tlîem 'vith aympathy "ias tbe efforts of an
individuel te nticipate the work et future generations."
Thîis sympatby %vitb tlie genemal Positivist movement she
slie'ed by subscribing rcguierly te Positivist objects, especi-
aliy te tue tund cf the Central Organization presided ovor
by hl. Laffitte, but ahe invariably refumed ail memberabip
with tbe Positiviat ceuimunity. In conversation 'vith an
eld and valucd friend, she aise repeatedly expresaed ber
objection te axuclu in Comte's Inter apeculatiens, saying ou
eue occasion, 1-I caunot subinit my intellect or ny seul to)
tlic guidance et Ceinte." The fart la tliet, citlîeugh George
Eliot 'vas grcatiy influienced by tflic ading Positiviat deas,
ber mid 'vas tee origial net te 'vork eut lier o'va individ-
uel conception et lite.

Incidents in a Philosopher's Boyhood.
Pref. .Josephî licnry, eue et the moat cament et American

acientizs, (lied Mlay 13, 1878. On Thursdey, the l9tb day ef
let menfli, hia uuemery 'vas lîenored by tlic unvciling nt
rWashington etca magniificeut bronize statue, made by W. M.
Storcy, and cesting $15,000.

Among the intcrcsting rmnicences ot luis boybood is
,lcsoy ef bis fi-st pair et boots-e true stiry, often told by

lîimaclt la Inter years.
Wbcn lic 'vas a boy, if 'vas the siniversal clîstom fo have

bouts mnale te order, and luis gzrargIni-,atl.ýr, 'vith wbom ha
'vas living. indulgently allowîed binii tn cîtoose the style for
lîlmacît. Tierc 'vas ne great varicty <'f ti les. lndeed, tlîe
choite 'vas lirrited tç, the question etf round tees or square
teesq. Day etter day Josephi 'vent te the cobibler's and taîkeei
over the metter 'vithonit ceming te a decision, and this èvent
atter tîteir manutacture 'vas begun, urutil at lest tbeshoe-
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