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2. Classes, Nvo are told, refer teo " lways and mens cmn-
ploycd " iii the structure of animais, or to the IIcoabinations of
their different systeins of organs ",-sonîo'%vhat v'aguo groun ds,
which wo inay pcrhaps illuistrato by an exanîple, all the mnore clcar
becauso vcry fainiliar. Lot uis sup)pose flic animal kingdomn, not
the living cday froni tho band of tlic Great Jottcr, buit a collection
of carthenwarô voisels azlpcrt;iingi to table uses; and that ivo
have to, effiet an orderly arrangement of theic ass. Flist we
xniglît observe thiat aniong, titis collection of vessels of ail shapes
andI sizes, there wvcre only a few difi'crent paýtLcrns,-soiio al
White, somoe w~hite and gold, somo w itli a landscapc, somoe with
a flowcr; and ecd haviwi l connection with titis its peculiar
styleocf forîn. Wc illigbit then adopt, as our first basis of arrange-
ruent, pattern or type, both for simplicity and as indicating iii tho
highcst respect the mind of thec artist. llaving fornied four great
b caps on this ground, wc should find that we had iu cachf, vessoîs
differiîîg iu material, iu shape, inalise, i comuplexity of parts; and
we xnighit carry ont our fatrthcer division on any of these grounds.
According to our author, we take the material, whether commno
cartheuware or china, for instance, as our ground, this correspond-
ing to ways and means of construction. Just, howcvcr, as wve
fomund that type couild iiot bc dissociatcd froin rank, so ncither
ean. ways and mneans; and these mnorcover have a direct relation
to lise, and until we had read the vieivs of Pr-of. Agassiz, we lîad
suipposed that this, or perhaps more gtncrall),, position lu the eco-
noiny of natuire, wa-, the predominant idea in the class. Let us
place bc-fore our mnds the classes of Inivertebrates as proposed by
.Agassiz :

Radiata. 3Mollusca. A/rticulata.
1. Polypi. 1. Acephala. 1.Worms.
12. Acalcphae. 2. Gasteropoda. 9. Orustacca.
3. Echinioderînata. 3. Cephalopoda. 3. Inscts.

Now, it is quito, evideat that la these scver:il classes the ground
insisted on by our author, the mnanner of cotubination of the struc-
turcs, is highly distinctive, and affords, a good ground for discri-ý
mnation lu practical Zoology; but it appears to uis that there le
a higher reason lu the distinction of these groups, which refers toi
the idea of mnodifiv7ation of the type ivith rel'ercuce to uises or place
iii nature. Firs4 then, we wvould observe that thcî c is a Inanifest
gradation lu elevation of rank. The E chiuoderm, Cephialopod, and
Iiiseut, are respectivcly at tc head ortheir branwcs, rcpriesenitiug.
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