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the result being that thcsc useful members of the hunan systcm are
going to destruction by the wholesalc, and that, too, in the growing
period of life, just at the time, above ail others, when thcy should
bc in a healthy masticating condition, in ordcr that the childrcn
nay dcvlciop into hcalthy men and wvomcn. \Vhat muakes this
condition of things more scrious is the fact that parents arc not
awarc of this change, they supposing that thcir childrcn's teeth that
are aching arc the tirst or shcdding tccth, and that the new tecth
will soon take thcir placc. Vcry fcw parents cnow the diffcrcnce
betwncc the tcmporary and permanent tecth. Nothing but sei-i
annual dental inspection of school chiildrcn's tccth will rcmcdy this
cvil. By its adoption cvcry parent vouild know, twice a year, the
exact condition of their childrcn's tccth in time to save thcm all
bcforc the ncrvcs becanic exposcd or the tceth had achcd, whilc the
opcration could be donc without pain at onc sitting, and that with
lcss exponse pcr tooth to the parents, as well as less annoyance to
the dentists and their other patients sitting in the adjoining roorns.
Howcvcr, before a law can bc procured, giving school boards powcr
to require school childrcn to bring a certificate from tlicir family
dentist, it will be nccessary to make dental hospital provision for
the carc of the teeth of those children whosc parents are unable to
pay the usual fée, as weil as for those who arc not able to
pay anything. Having scen the wretchcd condition of childrcn's
tccth as, pcrhaps, no othcr person has had the opportunity of doing,
I fecl it wvould be a crime in me if I did not do ail in my powcr to
remedy this evil. Those who have rcad the Toronto papers during
the past few ycars know some of the difficulties I have lad to con-
tend with in my mission work in Toronto, which lias flnally reaclhed
the climax by the city sending their bailiff and seizing the dental
hospital furniture for taxes. HIowvecr, by doing so thcy have kindly
relievcd me from ail further care for their poor children. Now my
mission field is no longer con fned to one small city, as I had sup-
posed it was to be, but is enlarged, so that it takes in suffcring
childhood, rich or poor, the wide world over. My mission vork is
also changed. Instead of standing over poor, frightened children,
wrenching out permanent tecth that mighît have been saved if I
could have reachîed the children in tirne, I am nov calling the atten-
tion of parents and the public to the serious condition of children's
teeth and asking them to organize dental hospital boards to co-
operate witlh dentists in the cities and towns in making dental hos-
pital provision for the poor, and in petitioning the legislature for an
amendment to the school law, giving school boards, where the citi-
zens desire it, power to require school children to have their teeth
examined. The Hamilton and London dentists have ail promised
to give half a day once a month to care for the teeth of their poor,
if the city provides and furnishes the necessary hospital rooms.
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