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Stock Depaviment.

Cross-bred Ox.

TUE BFST OX OR STEER IN ANY (LAS3 AT TUh SMITH
FIFLD CLUB SHow, 186U

TuE accompanying illustration represents & cross-
bred ox, the offspring of a pure Short-1lorn bull out
of a third cross Short-Iforn and Scotch polled cow.
He was bred by Mr. A. Cowie. of Ellon, Aberdeen.
shire, who first exhibited him in July, 1863, as a year-
ling, and obtained for him the first prize at the
National Society’s Show at Aberdeen. Agam in
1864 ho obtained the first prize in his classat the

Rogal Northern Show, at Aberdeen . he then became
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CANADA FARMER.
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Judging Horses at Exhlbxtxons.

To the Llitor of Tar Caxavy FARMER:

Sir,--For many years past I have been more or
less familiar and closely assoclated witn that most
noble and useful animal the horse,t and have not
unfrequently had my attention drawn to the injustice
to which ble is subject at our exhibitions; for
many tirmes the soundeat and most perfect horses aro
dizcarded, and those of less merit, with blemished
limbs, and in many respecls inferior animals, are
awarded the prizes. This is done in many jnstances
by judges, or those who occupy that position for the
time being, who have very little intimate and prac-
tical acquaintance with the horse, and whoze favor-
able verdict i3 regulated by the general appearance
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aty size, no! contracled nor brittle, and altogether
presenting the promise of being sufliciently strong to
stand our bard stone or plank roads, then let the
note to that effcet be entered; but if blemished, let o
corresponding record be made in the book. After
all tife judges have thus scparately completed the
examination of the legs and ligofs of the vatious
horses, let them step together and compare notes, 1f
a majority have found any of the number very de-
ficient In the fect or legs, it would be quite unncces
sary to take off the horse’s cover for further inspec.
tion. It matiers little how perfect the animal may
be otberwise; with blemished legs and unsound
hoofs, the animal shoulu be discarded fur breeding
purposes, But if the judges find themselvea in
agreement on any of {he number, the legs and feet
being all perfect, then proceed to remove the hood,

of an apimal in good order, with a sleek coat of glossy
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each judge examining for himself alone, and enleriog
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The Lroperty.of MR, HARRIS of Forres, Scotiand

the property of Mr. Harris, of Forres, who hrought
him out at the Forres Yat Stock Show. in the Christ-

mas of the same year, when he took the first prize as |
In the ron this very

the best two year old bullock in the yard.

hair.  This state of things has seriously damaged our
fairs, and a very large number of the most respect-
able farmers in Canada havo discontinued exbibiting
account. Sometimes, too, though it is

summer of 1863 he won the first prize in the three [to be hoped not often. personal considerations of
sear old eross-bred elass at the Inverness meeting of | frivndslup ot interest have influenced the decision.
the Highland Society ; and again the first prize in | Now. it may be asked how is the evil, admitting it to

his class at the Forres Fat Sbow, with the High-
l1and Society's silver medal as the best ox or steer in
the yard. At the Smithfield Cinb Show, in December,
1866, be took the first prize of £25, as the best eross-
bred ox above three years old. and the silver cup of
£40, as the best ox or steer in any of the classes.
QOur chief object in presenting this illustration to our
readers, is to encourage Canadian farmers to improve
their stock, by showing to what a piteh of eaccllence

it is possible to attain by a few judiciously managed
crosses. * Whatever man has done, man can do,”
and a spirit of emalation ia this dwrection is greatly

to be desired, not vuly amoung a fuw stuch brevders,
hut among farmers generally.

Larce Deraas.—+ C. Brown, of Meadowrale, 1n-
furms us that he has a Darham bu}i which was caived
ot the 10th of Nusember, 1865, and was one year
five months and fifteen days old the day lie was
;vgxgohlcld hefore several parties, and found to weigh

50 Ihs.

evin, to e remedied? In reply to this enquiry I
veniure tu make the fojlowing suggestions. At this
scason of the year, throughout Canada, there isin
nearly every county a show of slallions. Now T
wonld say let every horse come on the ground com-
pletely covered. Let the judges also be selected
from 2 distance, and by all means, select horsemen,
and ne others. Let there he three or five judges,
strangers to the burse, and to bis owner if possible,
Let each judge be handed a little blank book, ia
which to enter the number of the card on the horse,
devoting a page ot twu if required to each number.
Let eadh yudge go alune to a horse and first examine
Ins mgh fore leg and hoof most carefully; if it he per-
fect in every respect, let 2 note tothat effect be re-
corded in is book , if any defect be observed, let it
bu sutupalously nuted. Then Jet the judge proceed
to exavune n order, the nigh hind leg, the off hind
leg, then the off forcleg. If all areperfect, with good

in his book the good points and the objectionable
ones. After the examinntion of heads and necks,
then again let the judges compare notes ; and it may
be certainly concluded that the horses having perfect
feet, logs, hicad and neck, are the animals which will
be cntitled to the prizes. Next let the judges order
the animals to be entirely undressed, and they will
soon all find themselves to agree on their general
appearance. They would not be influenced in favour
of any liorse on account of the large quantity of
flesh which he may carry. Too much is more objec-
tionable than not enough. The only thing that now
remains to complete the decision is to see the ani

mals move ; and it will readily be perceived that the
horses with sound feet and legs, small, well-formed
head, full and sparkling eye, extended nnsiril, fox-like
car, and graceful well-set-on neck, are the premium
animals, for these good qualities are never accom

panied by an ill-shaped body, unless the defect has
been caused by some injury of an external nature

In this way the judges will bave no diffi:ultyin
awarding the prizes to the most perfect animals.
They can all be associated together in coming to
their last decision on tho graceful and easy move

ment of the ammal. This point is very easily deci

ded by judges of horses. I have frequently scen

sbaped feet, sound, not flat 1 ng:_gpgyy,_g proporiion-

gentlemen of characler and respegtability acting ae



