1865.

THE CANADA FARMER.

79

The Aplary,

Quesns and Queon a({ells by the Whole-
sale.

1 Ay tempted to relate an occurrence of to-day,
thinking it may interest your bee-keeping readers.
Ou the 4th inst. we removed an Italian queen from o
full colony and shipped ler to a cestomer, giving the
stack a young fertile queen on the 7th inst. Being
very much burried we neglected to make a final
examination, but supposed the young queen was
accepted. This marning the colony threw a large
swarm. On opening the hive the peeuliar ¢ piping™
of en fmprisoncd queen was plainly heard, and an in-
vestigation resulted in the capture of fen beautiful
young Italians, all of whom had their full colour and
were ablo to fly 5 but afier eutting, the cap of tbeir
cells had been rescaled by the bees, and fed through
an open'ng in the 1id, asso correctly deseribed by
Huber. The colony having started queen cells as
«gon a8 their queen was removed, had refused the
young queen given them on the 7th, and an enumer-
ation of the cells showed that they bad finished (wenty-
five, one of which contained an immature drone
swimming in “royal jelly.” (This attempting to
convert drone eggs into queens is, by the way, a
common occurrence.) Several had been opened and
their inmates murdered ; others had hatched, and
two we cut out and placed in n box, leaving one in
the hive. Our next onslaught was on the swarm
which bad clustered on a small tree. We hived it,
getting five more young queens which had accom-
panied it, and on returning to the queen cells which
we had cut out, found one hatched and the other just
hatching, thus sccuring sevenfeen young queens and
a queen cell for the old bive! Ithink this a pretty
good haul from * a buckwheat swarm.” Although1
know of no buckwheat necarer than a mile and a half
from our apiary, we are having swarms from our
Italians almost daily, aand they aro rolling in the
honey famously. X

The amateurs who bave examined the Italian bees
closely, bave noticed in every bive many workers
whose yellow bands were of the most brilliant hue,
while their abdomens were of a jet black—rivalling
Day and Martin’s blacking. We have bad numerous
inquiries in regard to this, some thinking that these
fellows were the pure bees, and that the presence of
others was a mark of impurity in the queen producing
them.  This is what might be called a posteriori
reasoning. The fact is that there are old bees whose
bodies have been worn smooth by hard labour, and
any onc doubting has only to catch a iorker, and
with a wet fioger rub its back gently for a fow
moments to polish him up to the African type.

We have just received some queens direct from the
district in Italy, where, according to the last German
Beo-Kechcrs’ Convention, these bees are found in
their highest purity, and oxpect to be able by their
posscsaion to solve some questions yet in dispute by
apiarians.—Jaxes T. Laxestrora, in Country Genfle-
wan.

Among the Honey-Makers,

Tane August number of the Allantic Monthly, has
an intercsting article on Becs, by Miss H, E. Pres-
cott, from which we ke the following extracts :

A NEW QUEEN.

*The queen is dead® Jt islamentable, but nothing
is go vasy as to make another. There is only to tear
down somo dozen cells, to set the youngest embryo
afloat in the royal jelly, and a quecn appears, who if
not in the legitimate line, is capable of performing
perfectly all the office of a sovereign. There is a mo-
ment of intense despair, great riot and agitation ;
work is suspended ; the temperature of the hive
mounts many degrecs. All at once the old art is
remembered—thoe ndministration of that delicious
medicament, of so astonishingly afluent nature that
i can make a queen out of a commoner, the enlarge-
mcnt of the narrower cradle to that umpler spaco
which forbids the atrophy of a single fibro of the
body. The preparations ars made, aad with tran-
yuility restored the peoplo await the event. One

|

day thero comes o single piping sound—it is tho cry
of the royal habo—tho hivo is filled with rejoicing—
thero is no longer any interregnnm of the purple—
the queen {8 born! D’erhaps the queen-makers have
been too muchin carnest, and at nearly the same
moment tho inmates of two royal cells issue together.
Then is the time to iry one's mettle—no shrinking,
no bias, nothing but pure patriotism. Let a ring Le
formed, and she who proves herself victor is worthy
of homage. Jo onc of the two n coward? The
impartial circle bring ber back to the encounter, bite
her, tease her, tumble her, worry her, tell her plainly
that life is possible to her on no terms bat those of
conquest. At length the matter decides itself; the
brilliant and viclorious Amazon bends her long,
slender body, and with her royal poignard . erces
the abject pretender through and through. Then
these satisficd subjects suarround her, load her with
endearments, cieanse her, brush her, lick ber, offer
her honey va the ends of their proboscides, ard if
there are yet remaining other royal apartments
whose tenants give notice of timely appearance, they
conduct her on an Elizabethean progress, in <which,
filled with instinctive dismay, she pauses at every
cell, and stabs her young rival to deatli with her
sting. As the story runs there are still other con-
ditions to Lie fulfilled by the aspiring princess—she
must give her people the assurance of a populous
cmpire. Should she fail in thig, they have recourse
to their old mancouvres, becoming manifestly insu-
bordinate and unruly. If, however, they atany time
wax unbearable in their inselence, the young mon-
arch hag it in her power, by assuming a singular
attitude, standing erect at alittle distance her wings
crossed upon ler back and slightiy fluttering, while
she utters a shnll, slender sound, to strike them
dumb, so that they hang their heads for shame.”

It is quite distressing. after reading this pretty
story, to be told that * the later apiarists deem it o
tissue of fiction and fallacr If, when a hive is de-
prived of its queen, there happen to be a rogal cgg
remaining in it, they say, it will shortly produce a
queen, as, if it had been a common czg, it would
baro produced a common bee. ‘Ihey insist that the
organism of the creature to be produced ie inberent
in the egg,.nd do not believe 1t 1n the power of a bee
to alter alaw of nature ; they deny tho statements of
Schirach, luber, Dunbar, Rennie, and others to this
cffect, and scout the idea of the existence of gneh a
thing as royal jelly at all, with the supposed aristoc-
racy of its compounders.”” Another story is told
which proves the sagacity of the bee. In the latter
part of last century there appeared in Europe a
strange, big, ugly insect, called the Sphinx Atropos.
which invaded the bee-hives and destroyed the honey.
The attention of the apiarist Huber was directed to
the matter :

\ YROBLEM SOLVED.

i Tuber took counsel with bimself for some means
of protecting his bees from this daring robber.
Should he make gratings? Should e make doors?

And how? That was his doubt. The best imagined
closure possible had the incouvenicnce of hindering
the great movement of exit and entrance always
going on at the sill of the hire. Their impatience
rendered these barriers, in which they would en-
tanglo themselves and break their wings, intolerable
to thie bees.

“ OQne morning, the faitbful servant who aided him
in all his experiments, informed him that the beeshad
alrcady solved the problem for themselves. They
had in various hives conceived and carricd ont
divers systems of defence and fortification. Here
they had constructed a waxen wall, with narrow
windows, through which the liuge eremy could not
pass; and there, by a more ingenious invention,
without stirring anything, they had placed at their
gates intersecting arcades or little partitiofis, one
bebind another, but alternat’ng, so that opposite the
empty spaces between these of the firstiow stood
the partitions of the second row. Thus were con-
trived numerous openings for the impatient crowd
of bees, who could go out and come in as usual, and
without any other obstacle than the slight one of
going a little zigzag ; but Jimits, absolute obstruc-
tions, for the great, clumsy enemy, who could not
enter with his unfolded wings, nor evea insinuate
himself without braises hetween the narrow cor-
ridors.

*This was the coup d’elat of the lower ordert  the
revolution of insects. executed by the bees, not unly
against thoso that robbed them, but against those
tkat denied their intellizence. Tho theorists who re-
fuse that to them, the Mulcbranches aad the Buffons,
must consider themselves coLguered.”

Sheep Bushandry,

— — e ¢ m——

Wool Shrinkagzhﬁohigan Test,

We present to our readers herewith the result of
the test concerning the shrinkage of wool, afforded
by the Farmers’ Mechanics’ and Stock Breeders’
Association, of Joncsville, in tho cleansing of ten
Merino tlecces sheared at the sheep-shearing of the
association jn May last. In this test it may be safely
said that the best fine-wools of the State were repre-
sented, as Hillsdale and the adjoining counties are
ranked among the very best sheep districts in the
West, and the sheep-shearing in question biought out
wnat were supposed to be the very best specimens
of the very best flocks in the section. The entries
were made in competition for premiums offered for
the * best cleansed fleeces,” and from the facts in the
caso it is evident that the exhibitors acted in good
faith, and that no flecces were entered which in the
opinion of the owner did not stand a fair chanco of
obtaining & premium, the owners not being awarc,
up to the time of this test, of the cnormous shrinkago
of fine wool in the operation of cleansing. Xence,
the result of this test may be regarded as a fair cx-
hibit of the average shrinkage of first-class Michigan
fine wool. The association is entitled to the thanks
of all interested in wool-growing for thus settling an
interesting and highly important question by this
practical test. .

In presenting the table, as furnished us by the
Sceretary, Hon. W. J. Baxter, we will only premise
that the flecces were cleansed under the superinten-
dence of Mr. L. D. Green, of the Jonesville Woollen
Factory, who was chairman of the committee, the
cleansing being carefully done in the usual manner
of preparing wool for cloths, and that we believe the
figures may be relied upon as correct @

Fleoco of r

No of ewoor Wt offlecco Wi of flicece Lossio ceot im
entry.  buck, | d cl d leansicg. clians'y

1. oz 151, oz. 3. o=

A cwo 10 § 3 12y 6 14 613

B cwo 12 0 4 103 7 6% c1.1

[o] ewo 1 s 4 12y 6 113 03.4

D buck. 14 8 6 1033 8 134 62.9

B buck. 8 5 1533 8 8y 63.8

¥ buck. 15 0 6 1, 8 14y 59.3

G buck. 110 14 34 ¢ 124 6L6

H buck. 9 8 3 Nlé 5 94y 88.8

1 buck. 16 0 4 6y 11 104 728

J buck. 9 8 3 12y 5 11y 0%

It is interesting to compare this table with that pre-
{)arcd by the committee of the New York Fair. Qur
Vestern wool-growers will learn with pleasure that
the average per cent. of shrinkage i less, while the
average weight of the scoured flecees is greater, in
the case of the Michigan fleeces, compared with the
Merino flecees cleansed in New York., It is but fair
to state that none of the Western fleeces had go small
a per cent. of sbrinkage as the New York prize cwe,
and that onc of the tlceces cleansed at Jonesville
showed a greater sirinkage than any one of the New
York flecces. For convenicnce we place these facts
in a tabular form, viz :

Michigan New York.
Least per cent, of ghrinkage. veee 58.4 52
Greatest per cent. of shrinkag .. 928 1 4
AVCI280 cvnesacees o esoessanes ... 81, 62.7
Averazo waizht uncleansed 00608, .04 1240 e 12631bs
Arcrago naght cleansed 26eceS,vennss 4.90 s, 4.611dbs

The Michigan fleeces have one and two-tenths per
cent. in the shrinkage and nine-hundredths of a pound
in the weight of the flecces in their favour. Our
Western wool-growers may well be proud of this
result.

The public will understand that the names of
owners of the flecces in tho Jonesville test are with-
held out of deference to their feclings. The fleeces
were * brag” flecces from ‘ brag? sheep, and the
shrinkage was g0 much greater than was expected
that the owners felt o disappointment which it would
be ungenerous to aggravate by a public exposure.—
Western Rural.

Note sy Ep. C. F.—We give the abovo report in
full as we recently gave that respecting the Cananda-
guta trial, believing that these daocuments are most
encouraging to our sheep-breeders. Tho Rural New
Yorker says that according to the conditions of the
Michigan competition, - a respeclable Colswold, or a
grade skop, if admilicd lo tha trial, would have won tAe
m'.”



