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Winter Work on the Farm.

iacit season of the year has duties pecaliar to
itgelf. There is a time for everything, aud it is
the beauty and charm of a well managed hasiouss to
have things done at the proper time. Althoagh
winter i3 looked upon as a period of inactivn, and il
is, to a large extent, free frum the hurrying and im
perative claims that press themselves into nutice ai
other seasons of the year, yet it must not be alluwed
to pass idly by. There is no difficulty whatever in
80 improving the period of winter as to mahe it con
tribute its full quota toward the activiiies and profis
of the year.

TrE CaRrE or Srock i3 the most important duty ot
tho farmer in winter. Much depends on the aticativn
animals receive at this season. Young stuca arc
usually eithor made or spoiled by the treatment they
get in winter.  Warm shelter, wholesome food in full
and varied supply, regular watering, comfortable
bedding, and cleanliness, are the chief requisites in
the care of stock.

Tae MaNtractoRE of MANTRE is onc of the most
important operations of the farm. How much may
be done to increase compost beaps, and preserve the
materials by which land is cnriched. Foremost
among these means is the care of the stable drop-
pings. Not ounly should the solid but the liquid
droppings be kept from waste. Bither by drainage
into tanks or ample provision of dry absorbents.
every drop should be saved for future use. Spave
time in winter may be turncd to the very best ac-
count in hauling up swamp muck, spent tan bark.
saw dist, leached ashes, in short angthing that will
decomposc ; and in mixing these substances with
stable dung, 8o as to form a valuable compost, A
well-made manure heap is a store-house of wealih,

Feyce Materiat.—As fence-making and mending
aro smong the first things that demand attention
when spring arrives, so a standing job for the winter
is gettiag out & good supply of pousls, stikes and
rails. When fence timber must be procured from
the black-ash or cedar swamp, it is indispensibly
nocessary that the season of winter be improved for
the purpose. Then the swamps are fruzen over and
are readily accessible both to man and beast. Not
only should fence timber be got out and drawn to

tho place where it will be needed, bat, as far as pus-
sible, it should be prepared for actual us, so thit wo
more timo than is actually necessary may he con
sumed in this kind of work, when spring opuens.
Firewouup. - Winter isthe time to provide the year's
supply of fuel. Many farmuers manage sv badly as v

" | be compelled ty tahe time i the busicr seasou of ihe

year to furnish wood. It is bakingor washing day—
thero i3 nothing to feed the cooking stove’s bungry
maw, and though more important operations are
pressing, a load of wood must be got! The hest way
to obviate this i3 to improve the comparative leisure
afforded b; winter to lay in an ample store of fuel
‘or the year  In this way too, the use of green wood
—a wretched cconomy, and what is worse, 3 most
provuking avnoyance may be avoided,

A VARIETY ok obb Juss may also be dune in winter.
Every farmer should hase sume surt of a worhshop,
4 fuw tools, and ingenuity cnough to muhe many
things requirad on the farm during the busy scason.
Muach time i3 lost, and many depredations are com-
wiiled by stoh for want ot gates. That miserable
wahe shily 37Cdept  bars,” 15 vae of the gicatest nui-
Sances to Canadiaa agrculture. Think of the ume
speni i taking thiem dowa and putung them up, the
.e~Sulis i bivachiness given 1o cattle by patting up
two or three only, beeanse in haste, and say if true
cevbioiny dues not dicaste an utter abandoniment of
this wreichied desice fur gedting into and vat of ficlds.
Who capnot mahe a gate of some Rind 2 There is no
Stle so clumsy and il looking that is not fus prefera
ble to the neatest pair of barg ever put up.  Winter
is the time for gate-making. There arc also muny
conveniences, such as waggon-racks for hauling hay,
&Lc.. ox-sleds, stone-boats, rollers, drag and cultivator
feames, which many farmers ave ingenious enough to
make with their own hands, and in the timely prepa-
ration of which winter may be improved. A variety
of repairs and fixings to implements, &c., may be ad-
vantageously done at this scason. A supply of
hurdles for temporary fences should be provided on
every farm. The lumber for these is not very expen-
sive, and, made by the furmer bimsclf, they soon
give back their cost. This is another good winter
job.

AccorsT-REErING It i3, also, a good time for over
hauling the farm accounts. Every farmer should
adopt some easy, simple, accurate plan of account-
keeping, and record his receipts and expenditures
faitbfully The review of these from time to time
will suggest many lessons of wisdom, and be a source
of actual profit. Well kept farm accounts are use-
tul i1 settling facts, proving dates, preventing law
suits, c.  Tlere is no mystery about book keeping,
and any commun sense man can soon make himself
suficiently familiar with it for all practical pur-
poses

Praxzsano. - Tlans for the coming seasun should be
well thought vut and thoroughly laid in winter. Tho
capabilities of the farm should be swdied. mistakes

and successes noted fur future guidance, a wiso rota-
tiun of crups arranged, and everytlung reducad to
sysiem a3 far as possible. Just as a goud packer
will get twice as many things into a trank as a poor
one, 50 will a guod planner get twice as much work
into the year, and twico as much profit vat of it, ag
a disurderly, inprovident, slipshod man who lets
things take their chance.

Curtere or e Mixp.—Above all, winter is tho
time for mental improvement. The long cvenings
invite to reading, reflection, attendance on leztures,
holding of farmers’ clubs, &c. There is no reason
why the farmer should not be thoroughly intelligent
and well-informed. Even the busy scason furnistes
many opportunitics for observation and reflection,
whilst winter gives the fullest chance for selfim-
provement. The time is gone Ly for prejudico
against booh farming and agricultuial unprovement.
O .r tunasbip, county, and provincial shuws, bave
demonstinted what scicnee can do for the advance-
ment of ¢verything connected with agriculture. But
tiere are othier subjects besides those connected with
his onn immediate business, on which the farmer
should read wand tuink, This is an esventful age, and
e mase read a good deal who manages to keep up
with history, sv rapidis itsonward march. Alldepart-
ments of science, the ample page of general litera-
ture and poetry, the sublime themes of religion as
set forth in Gud's uwa booh—itsclf the text-book of
study for an immortal lifetime,—plead for a share of
bat leisure which winter go liberally supplics.

Winter Mulch.

Ix this climate grass and young grain are the better
of being covered partially or wholly in some way.
Snow answers the purpose, if it comes in good time,
does not fall too abundantly, and departs when itg
presenceis nolonger required.  Sometim?3, howerer,
it fulfils none of these conditions. It is iong in com-
ing, falls heavily, and stayslate. Manure applied
in the fall or carly winter, i3 a Dbetter mulch than
snow. It lies lightly on the surface, does not pack
the soil, and protects the roois of grass and grain
from the effects of nlternate freezing and thawing.
In additton tv these benefits, it corichbes the land.
While 1t affords protecuon, it adds fertdity.

It wall perhaps be urged, that 1f manure be applied
as a dressing to ihe top of the ground, much wasts
will be the coasequence.  The gases will escape and
the ramns of aawumn, wiater, and spring will wash
away all 1s virtue.  To this it nay be replied, that
there 18 not so much waste as at first appears. The
heat of the sun )3 not great at the season referred to,
and evaporation does nut go on very rapidly. Besides
even whea the sun 8 tays are moro inteose, thero is
not such total loss by cvaporation as many think,
because the soil attracts and absorbs a large share
of the gases a3 they aro set free. As to washing
away. 1L 13 1310 the ground that the virwe of the



