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lightful conversation. Many of us can recollect secing the faces of
our fricnds radiant with Kindly excitement and delight, when somey
kind person in the semicirele has, by o single glance at some one gonef§
by, and qualified by a comment of Lis own, sentus all to ous principly
and opintoas. There wili be differences of opinion, no doubt ; and
would we have those differences of opinion suppressed, and a tame
acquicscence forced upon every propusition, for fear of offending
against a fulse politencss 2 By no means.  That might do very wel
in a hollow and heartless state of society, but not where candouar ani§
love, in their own beautiful simplicity, are mlowed to reign.  No;
those who are well-iuformed and pions will be glad to state the:§
views, and modestiy. and with tender respect to others, will endeavouls
to support them. They will draw out the fulness of their own hearts|§
and the fulness of the hearts of others, and the coldness of mere cenjl
mony will have no place ; and if there be any present who have o
inclination for this mode of spending time, and who rather throw «j
ohstacle in the way thercof, they ought to be humbled, to think hosjg
far they have yet,to rise in the scale of mental and Christian improvs
ment, before they can be truly interesting companions to odhers, o
truly happy in society, and in themselves. Let your arrangements
then, as regards invitations, be well made : and seldom will there b
reason to regret that the allotted time has passed, either in unmeanin
frivolity, or cold reserve. <

If music be introduced, it would be well to coufine the performanclig
to the most select compositions which you are familiar with ; anij
then it will not take up all the evening, and a distaste will be create8
against everything that is inferior : for there are many young peop:f
who love doggerel music at the piano as littie as they love doggerdf
poetry in their albums.  Handel, Haydn, Mozart, and other gresgl
masters, are as unapproachable in this department of genius as MiltoJ8
was in his ; and the more their works occupy our hours of musicigl
re reation, we humbly think, he better, In the former, especiallcy
there is an uncarthliness and pure sublimity, which one can hardidg
deseribe.  Many of our young friends are apt to argue at great lengtig
the questions, whether the singing with a musical accompaniment, i
what are popularly termed songs, be sinful. Many sweeping ass
tions have been made in their hearing, both on one side and the othe
and too little discrimination has been directed to the subject. M3
Wesley, who was a man of fine taste, both as regards music and liter:fa8
ture, has named as one of the disqualifications for heing and contisrgg
ing a member of his societivs, *the reading such books, and singinii
such songs, as do not tend to the glory of God;” which i3 in hadf
nothing more than u reiteration of the apostolic precept, before quig
ed, and the only dircet and authoritative rule which we have on g
subject. Therule, though general, is beautiful and concise, and ampiie
sufficient for our direction. 'The music cultivated in the home cir
may Le divided into four classes. 1. That which is merely instrume




