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lightful conversation. Many of us can recollect s2eing the faces ot
our friends radiant with kindly excitement and delight, wlen soni
kind person in t lie semnicircle has, by a single glance at sone one goi
by, and <ualificil by a comment of lis on n, sent us ail to our. principle
and opinio.is. There % i be differecues of opinion, n1o doubt ; ad
vould we have those diflerences of opinion suppressed, and a tarnr
acquiescence forced upon every proposition, for fear of offending
against a flse politeness ? 13v no neans. That night do very we!
in a hîollow and heartle-s state of society, but not, wlere candour an
love, in their own beautiful simplicitv, are adowcd to reign. No;
those who are well-inforned and pions will bc glad to state the:
views, andi modestiv. and with tender respect to others, will endeavos
to support thein. They will draw out the fulness of their own hearti
and the fulness of the hearts of ohers, and the coldness of mere cee
mnony will have no place ; and if there bc any present who have re
inclination for this mode of spending time, and wlho rather throw a.
obtacle in the way thereof, they ought to be humbled, to think ho1
far they have yet,to rise in the seale of mental and Christian inrrov.
ment, before they can lie truly interesting companions to others, o:
truly happy in societv, and in themselves. Let your arrangements
then, as regards invitations, be well miade : and seldon will there Io
reason to regret that the allotted time has passed, either in unnmeanif
frivolitv, or cold reserve.

If muisie bc introduced, it would be well to confine the performans
to the nost select compositions which you arc familiar with ; and
then it will not take up all the evening, and a distaste will be creatod
against everything that is inferior : for there arc many young peopl
who love doggerel munsic at the piano as littie as they love dogrr
poetry in their albums. landel, Ilaydn, Mozart, and other res
masters, are as unapproachable iu this departnent of genius as Milto
was in his ; and the more their works occupy our hours of musici
rL rcation, we humbly think, the better. lI the former, especially
there is au unearthliness and pure sublimity, which one cau hard
describe. Many of our young friends arc apt to argue at great lengti
the questions, whether the singing with a musical acconpaninieut, a
what are popularly termed songs, bc sinfid. Many swccp'ng ase:
tions have been made in their hearing, both on one side and the other
and too little discrimination lias becen directed to the subjecL M
Weslev, who was a man of fine taste, both as regards music and liter
ture, bas named as one of the disqualifications for being and contit
ing a imenber of his societies, " the reading such books, and singig
such songs, as do not tend to the glory of God ;" which is, in fa
nothing more than a reiteration of the apobtolic precept, before qui
ed, and the onlv direct and authoritative rie which we have on
subject. h'lie rule, though general, is beautiful and concise, and amplI
suflicient for our direction. The mnusie cultivated in the home cirN
may le divided into four classes. 1. That which is merely instrum


