‘April 8, 1904.

LESSON IIL—APRIL 17,

‘Jesus Transfigurede.
bz

Mark ix., 2-13.
Golden Text.

A voice came out of the cloud, saying,
This is my beloved Son: hear him. Mark
i%, T

Home Readings.

Monday, April 11,—Mark ix., 2-13,
Tuesdal;, April 18.—Luke ix., 18-27.
Wednesday, April 18.—Dan. vii., 8-16.
Thursday, April 14.—Ezek. 1., 15-28.
Friday, April 15.—Rev. 1., 10-R0.
Saturday, April 16.—Rev. xiv., 12-20.
Sunday, April 17.—Luke ix., 28-86.

2. And after six days Jesus taketh with
him Peter, and James, and John, and lea.d;
eth them up into an high mountain &Pafd
by themselves : and he was transfigure

m.
'heé?rzzlseh“ raiment became shining, ex+
ceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on
th can white them.
°a.;.h‘&ﬂnd there appeared unto them Elias
with Moses: and they were talking with
Jesus. :

5. And Peter answered and said to Jesus,
Master, it is good for us to be hére: and
let us make three tabernacles; one for thee,
and one for Moses, and one for Elias.

8. For he wist not what to say; for they
were sore afraid, ‘

7. And there was a cloud that overshad-
owed them:and . . . a voice came out of
the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son:
hear . . . him.

8. And suddenly, when they had looked
round about, they saw no man any more,
eave Jesus only with themselves.

9. And as they came down from thq
mountain, he charged them that they
should tell no man what things they had
meen, till the Son of man were risen . . .
from the dead.

10. And they kept that saying . . . with
themselves, gquestioning one with another

what the rising . . . from the dead should .

mean.

11, And they asked him, saying, Why
say the scribes . . . that Elias must first
come?

12. And he answered and told them,
~ Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all
things; and how it is written of the Bon of
man, tfmt he must suffer many things, and
be set at nought.

18, But I say unto you, That Elias is
indeed come, and they have . . . done un-
to him whatsoever they listed, . . . as it
18 written of him,

(By B. M. Kurtz.) :

INTRODUCTION., :

At the very outset we meet an apparent
dificulty in this lesson. The question ma-
turally arises as to the time the Transfig-
uration occurred, and we find, in compar-
ing the accounts given in Matthew, WMark,
end Luke, that the last named writer
speaks of the events of this lesson as

‘about eight days after these “Z'"fe'.f: ;
.2

while the first two simply say, ‘And aft
six days.’ Like many other difficulties of
this character, it disappears after ¢ little
study, Matthew and Mark evidently re-
for to the time intervening hetween the
event last recorded and the departure foy
the scene of the Transfiguration, %hilc
Luke seems to speak inclusively, that is,
ke has in mind the time during which

THE MESSENGER

Jesus has been presenting the ‘sayings’ to

which Luke refers, which would thus be

more than the six days of the other two
synoptists.

The place is mot named, and is uncer-
tain. Traditlon has long said Mt. Tabor,
but the circumstances would point rather
to Mt. Hermon, which was nearer Caesarea
Philippi, where we last found Christ. Read
also Matthew xvii.,, 1-18, and Luke ix.,
28-36,

THE LESSON STUDY.

Verses 2, 8. ‘And leadeth them up Into
an high mountain apart by themselves,’
etc.  There are two leading thoughts in
these two verses.

The location is not given. Had this
been a merely human event, recorded by
uninspired men, we would probably have
had the exact spot indicated; and to-day it
would be sultably marked, so that imag-
inative pilgrims might stand there and try
to picture the scene. How much grander
the divine way of leaving out needless de-
tail. The Transfiguration was not a mat-
ter of Mt. Tabor or Mt. Hermon, but of
Christ. We do not know what ancient hill
was lighted by the radiant Christ, but we
do know the grander fact, that upon that
day this earth held its glorified Lord =as
he received the heavenly messengers and
the voice of divine approval.

Again, Peter, James and John, the three
so often mentloned together, were taken
‘apart by themselves,” with their Lord. It
was not on the crowded shores of Galilee,
in the sacred temple ‘at Jerusalem, nor
even in the home of either, but this
glimpse of Christ’s glory was caught when
they were taken apart from the common
haunts of men. Have you ever rebelled
or compleined when the Master would lead
you up some rugged bypath ef the moun-
tain, away from your dearest earthly mat-
ters, without letting you know the reason?
If 80, you may have missed the vision and
the glory that come to those who go apart
with their Lord.

4-6. ‘And there appeared unto them
Elias with Moses.” You notice it 8ays,
‘unto them,” not ‘unto him.’ The vision
was made theirs as well as Christ’s.

Peter, evidently overcome and ‘sore
afraid’ with the other two, still must re-
deve the tension upon his impuleive soul,
by voicing a wish. He would make a tab-
ernacle, or tent, for each of the three glori-
fled ones before his eyes, so that they
might remain. TLuke says Peter said this
as Christ’s heavenly visitors were parting
from him, and that he did not know what
he was saying, as Mark also says ‘he wist
not what to say.’

7. ‘And a voice came out of the cloud.!
Poor Peter’s well meant but copfused sug-
gestlon was passed unanswered. A clond
suddenly shadowed them. John says, ‘a
bright cloud,’ and Luke adde that ¢ they
feared as they entered into the cloud.’ It
was an hour of rare blessing for the three
disciples, yet calling forth the reverent
and fearful awe that divine manifestations
ingpire. Again Christ is recognized by his
Father before men. And the command is
given to ‘hear him.’

8-10. ‘He charged them that they should
tell no man.” Suddenly the seene resumed
{ts natural appearance, with no one there
but Christ, and as they came down from
the mountain with him he charged them
to keep to themselves the glorious scene
they had witnegsed, until after his Resur-
rection. The devout soul, in our day as in
that of Peter, James, a.nd John, sometimes
is made a sharer in divine secrsts that
‘that natural man rveceiveth not’ The
Transfiguration must not be published
now, when it might be & cause of confu-
sion, but, in the Tight of, the Resurrestion
it would be better un,do{nsa’;od. Thus one
event of Soripttre illumines anothér, *

11-18, ‘Whg say the scribes that Elias
must first come?’ The fdentity of Ohrist
was not q'ixe‘yt!o'n in thelr minds, but
thx were troubled to reconcile his prose
with the pro ..eg.ot_ Walaghi i
769 m ven Besres &

af g@lﬁ § questions of pro-
phecy. st, however, shows that Elijah

V., 8, 8.
#léipl;s were

11

(Eliag) will indeed come; but {n the pews
eon of John the Baptist, Christ had a fores
Tunner algo at his first coming. This is an
example of ‘the law of double reference’ in
the application of prophecy.

In making this explanation Christ also
called attention to his approaching death,
which terrible event their recent exalted
hour must not be allowed to drive from
their minds, lest they be overwhelmed by
its coming. Their range of experience, like
that of Christians since, included now the
glory of the Mount of Transfiguration, now
the gloom of Oalvary, and now the Joy of
the Resurrection,

The lesson for April 24 is, ‘The Mission
of the Seventy.” XLuke x., 1-16,

C. E. Topic.

Sunday, April 17.—Topic—How Christ

t £ ‘ ] i .
213’11;1?rms lives. Rom. xii., 1, 2; Phi} iii.,

Junior C, E. Topic, ~
HOW THE CHINESE WORSHIP,

Monday, April 11.—God’
xx., 3-6, ’ od’s command, E=,

Tuesday April 12.—¢p s
Deut. iv.; ’15-19_ ake good heed.’

Wednesday, April 13.—F :
Ps. xliv,, 20, 21 S ok Tk

Thursday, April 14.—“Wholl
idolatry.’ Acts xvii,, 16, Prer

Friday, April 15.—A god that cannot
save.” Isa. xlv., 20.
Saturday, April 18.—Makin
S i s 8 a god. Isa.
Bunday, April 17.—Topic—How the

Chinese worship.. Acts xvii,, 28 v
xxviii.,, 19, 20, iy R, 23; Matt.

A Decision Day Warning.

From the Rev. John T. Farls, of Mount
Carmel, Illinois, comes the following time-
ly and significant incident.

Some years ago a bright girl of twelve
heard the invitation to confess Ohrist giv-
en from the pulpit. Later in the day she
shyly told her pastor she was ready, and
asked if she might unite with the church,
A moment’s conversation convinced him
of her readiness, and he promised to talk
with her parents, Next day her father
positively refused to permif her to take
the step. He said he thought she had bet-
ter wait a few years.

On the day before that announced for
the reception of members the pastor was
in the child’s home. While he waited for
the parents to come into the room, the
four-yean-old sister talked to him,

‘Mary feels so bad to-day,’ she prattled.
‘She does want to join so much, Why
cag;: ﬁary Joinp .

) the pity of it! the father bling b
prejudice, while his baby daughter esaym}:
pathized with her sister in her grief,

It only that father—and other fathers
like him—could hear the bitter cry of an
earnest Christian mother as -she talked
with her pastor of a wayward son! She had
been telling of her longing to have him
with her in the ehurch.

‘Oh, why did I not encourage him, when,
as a child of ten, he told me he wanted to
Join the church! she said. His teacher
had talked to him. Others in the class
were ready, and he said he too was ready.
But I persuaded him to wait a year or
two. Obediently he waited. He is wait-
ing still. He will not listen to me when
I mention the church to him. What a mis-
take I madel’—‘8.8. Times,’

Special Clubbing Offer,

‘World Wide’ and ‘Northern Messenger,’
one yéar each, only $1.00 for both. Post-
age extra for Montreal and suburbs or for-

ign countries excepting United States and

It'g dependencies, also Great Britain ang
[reland, Transvaal, Bermuda, Barbadoes,
ritleh Honduras, Ceylon, Gambia, Sara-
walk, Bahama Islands, Zanzibar. No ex-
tra charge for postage in the countries
named :



