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riding in front, apparently qut ofsight of hiamon, noceiving
8 notico to gurrendor in $wo minutes, A-fow colonial caval-
ry feepmpanying thom to feel fur the presonve of an epomy
in their front, and on their flanks might possibly havo
avertod so torrible a catastropho.as the destruction ot n
foree in a few minutes withuut & muments warning.  Ar-
tillery, under such circumstances and i such a country
would msanifestly bo of no asail, and svould only have -
orensed Lhe long line of wagonw.

No fixed rules can bo laid down, much has to depend
nn circumbtances, tho character of the cunntry, and that
ot the ¢enemy, and the number ot trvops available. In
European watrfare & division of two brigedos, i.e., 6,000
0 8,000 infautyy, is the smallest-infantry unit in which
it" - <17 ¢he threo arms <an bu advaniggeously
o ljttle atuy, digpersed ovor an enormdus
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marchinge and tighting unit.,

The far-famed Angamos's gtm is nomore. After being the
ém;&r of the Peruvians ynd the admiration of all the neutral
‘beholders of its performances for about the spaca of one year,
it‘b‘a.é‘ﬁikb.p_ﬁeared’ from thd scene of its tridmphs, in » tlovd. of
jts ovo sitoke. © 305 routids had ‘béen fited from it, at a longe,tl
range and with a greater degrea. of accurady than any other
gun haasver achieved in gotus) warfare. Even in its untime-
ly end it has praved itself remarkable, for if the conclusiqns
arrived at by those who have madp 2 careful and minute 31-
amination of thé remains are cotréct, it i 4till in a sound con-
dition though at the battom of the Bay of Callao.” The Anga-
o3, already desoribed in our colummns, is an arined merchant
steamer-carryiog en 8-inch 114-top, B. L. Armstrong gun, 18
feet 4 inches long, with the “improved French” .brecch ar-
rahgement. It was placed between the forecastlo and a lan
deck-house, extending from side to side, connected to the
forecastle by o forennd:nf bridgs amidships. The gun
wag mounted jn an ordinary carriage, on & central, pivot-
ed glide, in tho centre of the ship, 80 that it could bo firpd
] tbrou;i)h large openings in the bulwarks, about 25 © before
and obuft-each benm. On Decembor 8, after a long
rilénce, tho Angamos ronewed 'hér ‘attémpis to sitik the
Ynion Peruviancorvette, tnside thedocks at Callao.  With
* this ebject in view, sho fired 12.rounds of 180-ib. common
. sholl, with a 80-1b. charge of P-powdoer, at a distance of
8,002 yards, the elevatian on ;}x,_e,sight.s being 124 ©. The
practice wus wohderfully accurate. In spito of thedock-
wails nnd rampart of sand-bags, the Union' wis struck
“orfes,” and -tho 'vest’ of the ‘projestiles fell' sd closd that
crowds of peoplo assembled in porfect safety on.each side
of the corvetto only 300 yards off, giving.groans for each
successful shot, and checrs of “ Viva Pern,” for those
that harmlessly struck tho svater. 'On Decembéy 10 the
' game scenc was onactod; but still ‘tho Unton-ybmained
afloat. Decomber 11, the fatal day, thadngamossteamed
in to continue her efforts.  FiveYounds wore fired with-
out any dofects being noticed in her gun, except that.it
recoiled rather violently. The gun was ran out, loaded
sgain, and-thib time laid for the Athualpa, which'monitor
bad just appoared at the-entrance of thetdovks, evidently
coming out. More comprossion was given; to.cheok tho
guh’s recoi). . Lieutenant Pomas Porez, of the Huascar,
ook aim along tho right sights, and the captain,of the
.gan stood in rear of the left sights, holding tho tube lan-
vard. The gni was fired. Bofore those mvoand could
realizo what happened, the gun shot tp the rearout of its

trunnion-ring, and striking the rearpart -ofithe-com:

pressor-bars, cleared 8 feot of deck and disappeared
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throngh. the sbip'd tide. in rear into: 25 fisthoms vfywater,
Whon the gun'slerow recovirad thétseolyos, -the ferddhed
and manglod bodivs of Lioutenant Pores nnd tho-daptain
6fthe gun wero found-tivrear of the ut, € thb rigghtand
foft vospectively, but with. tho: excoption of boilig vory
slightly scorched, the remuindor of tiggun's trowiwaie
quito unmnjuret.  The fivst impression was thatthegun
fiad burst, but that soun gavoe tway to tho opinion tht it
had broken iuto two parta bat it will bo sden 1hav dven
this ig probably oribneous, ‘Thoto lookiug'ohtforthe
offect of tho shell hoard only the usunl repoit, and weie
gmte unuunsumuls ﬂ&!}_\' ap ncm:l\unt bud uzcm-rjt;\d, t;:u}lon“)j
incovered it g} lovking round to say that she sholl.hn
Fehtlon short' %ap’t’g\'?ﬁ i&’ﬂ‘c‘h; Bo&v‘e’\' ’,%fu'd fedn'é'splash,
undor thesmokevf-thodischatges » Tha@lido was quito
umnjured, but the comproessotbitrs had voceived a crush-
inge Dlow in roar:of tho carviuge:. Tho corriage €as also
in perfoct condition, though the cap-squaies showed
signs of severc etrain, .Of the gun nothing remained
but the trunnions and {runnion-ring, and these wore in
their places-in the ‘carriago,”qlits porfedt, ‘showibg no
orack, indent orabrasion of .apy €ort; indeeds the tool-
intevior, werq sharp and wall defingd, , The
ship's. side showed a larye, irregular apertyre, 8 topt in
diamater, just abuft the opposite port, but, With the ox-
coption of the lizht bulkhends of the détk:liouse and Jore-
castle boing slightly injured, no othep. damnge way done,
either by fire or fiugments. ., Somg.morodatyijs might he
mentioned,, .but as pn_l.ot‘ﬁgiu\‘.‘ mveygtygution \,\";lhbp‘ held,
it will bo unnocessary to'ray more thay that the general
opinion srrived at way this : That the gun had shot Back
outt of its trannivirring without barsting on being feac-
tured, and that after sirikifgg the thocompressor bais had
gono cleap overhoaid, with thy excoption of s smyll ppter
jacket, shrynk on botoreand,butting ugaivst the trunnior.-
ring, and that thig, it is probable, foll ot erbunid the sdme
sido thb gun'way Ercd: "It inthought tdo that tlie yeced -
closing arrangomeont'must -have stood the explosion;: and
would ‘be found, if the gan.could-be rui ed,; quite uninju-
cd. The questjon is this,—Wag the accident, dpe faxihe
inner tubes pot being secured to the {runnion-tipg by 1e-
ciprocally-recesséd jointd¥ nifd ropeatdd dincharges lin€ing
loosened the coils, was the fiual catastrophe hasténéd By a
too powerful ‘comprossor B Pho accident.willnot: have
Angamos, now & harmless t w;spor‘t,”bqu.u};;ppgy, 1ytreat,
the action being continusd by {he Atuhualpn and some
gun vessols, bn the Pefuvitlh side, aghinkt the Huascar,
Chacaburo corvetto, and Pilcomayo gin-vesel, on.tlio prrt
of the part of tho Chilianc.. Aftor adarge.oxponditurie of
gunpowder, both parties withdyew, without any result.—
Army and Navy Gazeite, Feb. 5. ’ .
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[It would appear, that the brecch.¢losing apparatus
shewed no defect in this instancg, it ig called lio,French
systam, but svas offored to. the B,"i.‘.i_ﬁ},l,.,‘.‘,'“,l_‘.qﬁw, y Sir
William Pailisor yoars. beforq its ,&I\d'o’p.t.;oq:i’n France.
QOur illustration of this wegk shows thoe J,’gl‘\,iquj\ V,;'),lp.n of
brecch-closing.. Thq .gun ;{l‘wp.l,i ng, .iqtsgltf“tpzt:hp roar gut
ofita trypnnion Hug jg asfrong protest. against the.hujlding

Pallisor plan, of p wroyght jron, cpiled , barrol to, boar
tangentipl, stain ju the djrection of the fibre, nnd an qut

us hope tho now Ordnguce Committee will look gt this

tho gun question ab ovo.~Ep, C. M. R}

been without its value, ifthesapoints arq cleayed upa The -

up by bits—Armstrohg’s system—nas opposed to-the sjmplo '

side jacket. of cast jran to tal };__tho longtitudinal straiv, .
The trunnions form part of the jaclket, and thera js.no:
Toose trunnion ying for the gun, to jump jtecifopt of. Lot

important question with absolnte impartiality, and troat
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