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UUSI'NBETII'S DOFENCL OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH.
Continued.
Va7 us next examine the means adopted by the
Retormers. Their conduct contradicted their prin-
viples,  They laid down as a fundamental maxim,
that the Bible was the sole rule of faith and morah-.
ty ; and that every one could inferpret it as he
pleased, since it was clear in all things necessary
for salvation, Yet they themsclves disputed eter-
nally about the meaning of the Scriptures ; they did
not begin to study the Bible coolly and impartial-
ly ; but they boldly contradicted the Catholic doc-
trines, and then looked out texts and accommodat-
ed them to their own dogmas. After promising
the people the great evangelical libecty of reading
and judging for themselves, they drew up various

Confessions of Faith and (‘atechistus ; and, as the |

Protestant Mosheim acknowledges, obliged people
to follow them, under pain of excommunication,
prison, exile, and even the sword (sect. 37, 38, 39)
‘Thus, in professing to free the people from the au-
thority af the Catholic Church, they iaid upon them
a yoke a hundred times mare insupportable. In
this kingdom Queen Elizabeth was not behinid them
with her At of Uniformity an High Commission
Court, which was a real Inquisition. ‘The histori-
an_Hume declares thatfihis Court was an inquisi-
torial tribunal, with all its terrors and iniquities.®
Maclaine shews that the High Commission Court
** was empowcred to make inquiry, not only by le-
zal methods, but also by rack, torture, inquisition, '
and imprisonment ; that the fines and imprison-
ments to whichit condemned persons were limited
by no rule, but itsown p' 'asure.”t  Thus the Re-,
formers never adhered in practice to their leading

prir;ciple of the Bible ond every rian his own inter-
preter.

A cecond mean3, equally criminal, which the'

Reformers adopted, was that of misrepresenting !

the Catholic doctrines. 'To iwstance one in which!
Mr. Blanco White closely treals inthe steps of|
those who founded his ‘adopted Church. ‘Ihe,
Catholic Church has ever taught that the yule of.
taith ig the whole word of God, unwritten as well
as wrilten ; that the Bible is not the sole rile of:
faith, but the Bible explained and understood b
the tradition and beliet of the Church ; that though
any gomt be not formally and evidently taught in
the Scripture, we are still obliged to believeit, if
1t be tauzht by the constant and uniform tradition
of the Church.” But the Protestants have always.
accused us of taking for our rule of faith, not the
Bibie, but tradition ; of exalting the word of man,
above the word of God ; of following traditions
contrary to the Scripture. These are egregious
misrepresentations and calumnies.

A third means to establish the reformation was,
revoils against all authority, seditions, wars, mas-
sacres, and especially pillage of churches and mo-
vasteries.  The original design of the Reformers
was to abolish the Catholic Religion altogether, and
to cmploy for this end all possible means, This fa-
naticism prevailed in much the same manner in
(:crmnny, Switzerland, France, England, and
Scotland.  Thus were the means of the Reformers
criminal.

How could the effects of such a Reformationbe
otherwise than fatal? ‘This blessed and glorious
work, ag it is called, produced furious and intermi-
nable disputes, national and iutestine hatreds, and
aew  schisms, constantly arising. There were
twelve sects of the reformed in the first fifty years ;
and they are nowmultiplied to a prodigious &xtent.
If any one imagines that this pretendedreformation
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writy of morals, he is

[\c testimonies of the Re-
| formers themselves, of Luther, Calvin, Musculus,
and other leading Prolcstants, as well as of Eras-
4mus, it is ackaowledged tatthe Reformed were
" generally much move dissolute than the Catholics.
" Luther’s own tcstimony is in these words : ¢ The
world prows every day worse and worse. It is
‘plain that menare much more covetous, maiicious,
land resentful, much more unruly, shameless and
full of vice, than they were in the time of Popery.”
“Formerly when we were seduced by the Pope,
men willingly followed good works, but now all
their study isto get every thing to themselves, by
exactions, pillage, thefl, lying, usury.”” “Itisa
wonderful thing, and full of scandal, that frum the
time when the pure doctrine was first called to light,
the world should daily grow worse and worse,”
Bucer, an immediate disciple of Luther, says :
“ The greater part of the prople seen only to have
embraced the Gospel, in arder to shake off the yoke!
of discipline, and he vbligation of fasting, penance,!
{&e. which lay upon them in the time of Vopery ;i
jand to live at their pleasure, enjoying their lust,
and lawless appetites without controul. They)
thercfore lend a willing ear to the doctrine that wcl_
are justified by fiasthalone. and not by good works, |
having norelish for them.’”  Calvin ‘complains the
same : ** Of so wany thousands, scemingly cager
in embracing the Gospel, “ow few have since a-
imended their lives ! Nay, to what else does the!
greater part prefend, except, by shaking off the yoke!
of superstition, 1o launch out more freely into e-!
very kind of lac.viousness 1 The conclusion to

contributed to establish
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lbc drawn from all this is, that this preterided Re-!
fo

tmation, unlawful in its principle, criminal in its

-lmc:ms, and fatal in its effects, bears every mark of |

a false religion; and could never have heen approv-
ed, much lgclss inspiveq, by Almighty God. .
‘The next portion of Mr. White’s second Dia.

Jilogue of the Preservative, professes to gisve the¢ or-

iginand progress of the spizitual tyranny of the
!?opc. > In hislarger work of ** Evidences against

serfation about the Pope, which is entitledc Real
and practical extent of the authori{y of the Pope,
accordingto the Roman Catholic Faith. A few
plain observations will suffice to expose the fallacy
of both his productious on this subject.
Mr. White would persuade the readers of his
(‘Snrlslianity had been long es-
tablished before the Papes bethought themselves
of claiming spiritual dominions over all Christen-
dom; *” that the Bishops of Rome only began to
claim authority averthe Church, when the T’agan
persecutions ceased in the beginning of the fourth
century; and thatthe belief of 8t Peter had  been
Bishop of Rome was un idle and ungrounded ve-
ort, It is deplorable tosce a Licentiate in Div-
ity attempt thus to mmpose upon such humble
readers as have no means of examining history, b
such worn-out falliacics and vile fubrications as
these. The conslant testiinony of all ecclesias-
tical writers, withoutone exception, for fifleen cen-
turies, proves that St Peter fixed hiis see at Rome,
and died there by martyrdom. Inthe first century
it is testified by
Evangelist; and by St Ignatius, Martyr, in his
Epistle to the Romans. In_the second century,
by St. Irenweus, by Dionystusof Corinth, Caius
and Clement of Ale xandria. In the thir century
by Origen, Tertullian, and St. Cyprian. Inthe
fourth and fifth centuriesby St. Ambrose, St, Jer-
anue, St. Augustine, Fuscbius Lactantius, Theod-
oret, Sulpicius Severus, St Cyril of Jerusalem, St.
Chrysostem, St. Athanasius, and  many others
followed tiwough every century up to the pretended
Reformaticn, ~ Even a Pagan wriler in the fourth
century, A amianus Marcellious (Hist.1.xv,c. 7,)
says, that the chicfauthority among th Christing
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Catholicism, ”” he has a long and confused Dis-:

apias, @ disciple of St. John the

Protestonts have acknowledged the same, Wit
what face than han Mr. White attempt to delude
his readcrs with the groundless assertion, that 8§,
Peter’s having been tﬁshop of Rome was an © idle
report 2’ ’
t is false to assert that ¢ Christianity had been
long established before 1he Popes bethought them-
selves of claiming spiritual doniinionover ali Chris«
tendom.” Mr. White pretends that the Popes ue.
ver claimed Spiritual authority over the Church/
at least far the first three centwies, during which it
suflered from Pagan persecutions,  The contrary is
casily proved. St. Irenceus in the second century,
in the place alluded to above, says that *“ to the
Church of Rome, on account of its supreme princi.
ality, every other Church must repair.”  Yertul
ian in the third comur{, says these words @ “ Ihear
thot an edict is put forth—the bishop of bishops says.
&c.” "o be continucil.
ety eer g

VENI, SANCTE SPIRITUS.
TRANSLATED

Ceme, Holy Ghost ! we humbly pray «
Shed on our minds a cheering ny
Of thince effulgence bright !
Come thou, the father of the poor !
Of ev’ry gift the kindbestow’r 5
kY hojixcm’s enliv’ning light !
Coame thou, of comforters the best 3
Come thou, the soul’s delightful guest ;
In carc our sweet relief ;
Qur test in 20il, howe’er so great 3
Our conling shade in scorching heat
“.ud solace in our grief.

O sacred light, thy beamas display ?
Bid with tgy love’s expanding ray
Our ‘inmost bosams glow ¢
Nought worth in nan, depriv'd of thee,
Nought in our kelpiess race can be,
ut folly, guilt aud wae.

Cleanse then th’ ancican ! 'Il}y dews supply
To moist and fertilize thedry

The bruiz’d and wounded heal !
The suft-neck’d a3d the stubbem how !
Melt with thy five the heart of snow !

The wand’rer’s steps repel.

O grant us all, in thee who plnce
Our trust, thy sacred, sev’nfold grace !
Grant vittue’s well tricd menit !
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" And, when death’s darksome gate we'ye pass'd,
i Grant safe with thee to reignat last ;

And cndless joys inherit ¢
ii w———
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