
Canadian Methodist Magazine.

Howard, & Hulbert. 12mo. Vel-
lum cloth. Price $i.5o.

In all large centres picture galler-
ies and museums are increasing our
acquaintance with art, but compara-
tively few are acquainted with its
informing principles. Mr. Van Dyke
tells us that art is but an index of the
age in which it is produced ; that it
is an outgrowth of its surroundings
and is dependent upon the sympa-
thies of the race producingit. This
is illustrated by dividing art into
three stages, each stage advancing
upon its predecessor concurrently
with the mental evolution of man.
Mr. Van Dyke's argument in the
first part of his book goes to show
the art of to-day to be an individual
art, expressive of the artist's ideas,
feelings,or sentiments. In the second
part of the book he proceeds to argue
that art is simply a language, and
painting but an expression of the
artist's ideas. Ideas and their kinds
are then treated of, to show what
classes of them are suitable for pic-
torial representation. This is fol-
lowed by a chapter on " Subject ;"
another on "Expression" and the
manner of painting; and finally one
on the " Individuality" of the artist.

There is a wealth of history and
art criticisn in the.book, aside from
the argument, which will well repay
the reading. The rapid survey of
the world's intellectual growth from
the earliest times, through Antiquity,
the Middle Ages and the period of
the Renaissance, down to the be-
ginning of "the Nineteenth Century
movement," is quite masterly. It
includes politics, science, philosophy,
literature and personal elements, in
such a inanner as to leave a very
vivid and distinct impression of the
course of general history which is
well worth the getting for its own
sake. Art lovers and art students
will find the book exceedingly sug-
gestive and instructive.

The Illustrated London News.
(American Reprint.) Illustrated
News Co., 237 Potter Building,
New York City. $4 a year, lo
cents per number. Clubbed with
the METHODIST MAGAZINE $3.50.

The 1llustrated London Aews is
the oldest and best of all the illus-
trated papers that we know-and we
see regularly the principal ones of
England, France, Germany and the
United States. Its high price, about
$9 a year, has hitherto largely re-
stricted its circulation in Canada.
That restriction need no longer ex-
ist. It is now reprinted from dupli-
cate plates in New York, and mailed
post free to subscribeis, at the low
price of $4 a year. The engravings,
paper, letterpress and general make-
up are superior to any of the Ameri-
can papers, and it is considerably
larger in size. The number before
us has twenty-four pages, and a large
two-page engraving extra. The edu-
cational value of such a paper in a
family is incalculable. It is a picto-
rial history of the times. The News'
artists and correspondents are every-
where where important events are
occurring, and in whose pages we
have a record, far more vivid than
any merely written one, of the great
events of the age-a record which
young as well as old will read with
avidity, and from which they wilI
receive vivid and permanent im-
pressions. It will be clubbed with
the METHODIST MAGAZINE for
$3.50 in addition to the price of the
MAGAZINE. This will secure the
Christmas supplement formerly sold
at 50 cents.

Classic German Course in English.
By WILLIAM CLEAVER WILKIN-
SON. 8vo, pp. 337. New York:
Chautauqua Press, and Methodist
Book Rooms, Toronto, Montreal,
and Halifax. Price $i.

The Chautauqua Circles are call-
ing into existence a large amount of
admirable literature. We have had
frequent occasion to commend the
previous volumes of the Chautauqua
series by Prof. Wilkinson--the
Greek and Latin Courses in English.
He has here given us an admirable
outline of German literature. This
is a book which not merely Chautau-
quans but the general reader will
find extremely interesting and in-
structive. The author gives a sketch
of the life of the leading lights of
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