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aries reached Coomassie, and were
greeted with all barbaric splendour.

The labour of conveying the car-
riage, a present which it was deemed
advisable for the Missionary Society
to send to the king, in accordance
with Ashanti custom, was almost
ineredible. «It had to be borne
bodily on men’s shoulders, through
forest and over river and hill.”

The king examined the carriage
very carefully, and said, «Never,
since the world began, was a thing
of this sort seen here!” Mr. Brook-
ing writes:

¢ We received our summons from the
king, and were escorted into the town.
In the market square there must have
been thirty thousand persons in the king's
retinue, exclusive of thoese who lined the
streats. The moment we entered the
area bursts of their wild music sounded
forth, and & universal buzz, which I can
only compare to the roar of a heavy sea
on a rock-bound shore. . . . The numer-
ous splendid nmbrellas, the great number
of gold and silver trinkets and utensils,
the grotesque appearance of some of the
attendants, all united to give the grand
effect which sv delights this barbarous
people.  After having passed around the
immense semicircle and paid our respects
to every chief in succession, we were
directed to a place where we had to sit
and receive their salutations in turn.  So
the whole procession passed before us, in
the course of which were carried one
hundred and twenty-five large umbrellas,
from twelve to twenty feet in diameter,
and made of different materials according
to the rank of the chief. The king him-
self had four carried over his person, all
made of silk and velvet, different colors
patehed together. Those belonging to
otticers of the king’s household were sur-
mounted with the emblem of oftice—that
of the steward with a small gilt box, the
cook’s with an arm and hand grasping a
ladle, the chief musician a trumpet, the
executioner a knife. There was a very
great display of gold, indeed it would be
nnpossible to estimate its value.

*¢It was nearly dark before all this
show was over, and we were heartily glad
to return to our quarters. Surely such
honour was never paid to Christian mis-
stonaries before.”

The next day the king granted a
private reception, when the carriage
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was formally presented in the name
of the Missionary Society. He ac-
cepted the present very graciously.
“When he heard that Her Majesty
the Queen of England had seen i,
he was much pleased, and said, ‘The
Queen of England is queen of queens
of the white people, and I am king
of kings of the black people; now
we have carriages alike: this is very
good ! »rn
Mr. Freeman writes again:

“This morning I conducted divine
service under a large shed. Many Ashantis
were present. The service was conversa-
tional, and many interesting and vital
questions were asked by the people.
They said at the close that it was a
‘good palaver,” and that if all men
would obey God and keep His com-
mandments we should have a happy
world.

¢ Christmas day, at eleven a.m., we
held divine service. I read prayers, and
Mr, B. preached on the nativity of Christ.
This is, I presume, the first Christmas
day on which the Gospel has ever been
preached in Ashanti.”

At the close of one very interest-
ing conversation with the king, in
the course of which they mentioned
their wish, as missionaries, to intro-
duce Christianity into his dominions,
the king said, «I will protect you,
and supply you with land on which
to build a house.” A little later Mr.
Freeman visited Dwabin, an import-
ant town about twenty-one miles
from Coomassie, in order to prescribe
for a royal lady, aunt of the king,
who was suffering from a peculiar
nervous disease. Mr. Brooking also
visited Dwabin, remaining for two
weeks, and conducting services be-
tween the old lady’s demands on his
medical-skill. The work commenced
under such strange circumstances is
still carried on with success.

In January Mr. Freeman returned
to the coast, «leaving Mr. Brooking
in charge of one of the most import-
ant undertakings of modern days.”

Of this time the lonely worker
writes:

“I took my leave of Bro. Freeman




