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METIIODISM AND TEMP.ERANOE.

WE. quote fronn the London Methtodist Tintes the following, vigorous parat-
graphis on this subject:

-"One of the mbst patriotic and most sacred national duties is to dash our
whIole wveighit againist the existing liquor trade. Whether an innocurus
liquor trade could exist in the iiiilleiîniurn is a speculative question w1lîi,
as sensible nien, ive dccl iîe nt present tu discuss. Whiat we do know is that
the liquor trade as it actually exists to-day is the chief instrument of the
devii in resistingy the evangyelization of England. It confronts us at every
turn. It is the ceaseless and prelifie source of debauchery, crime, disense.
pauperisni, and death. The public-house is the very vestibule of liell tû
the countless thousands of the people. \\e must declare irreconcilable wair
aga inst it. \Ve are delighited to know that the gYreat majority of th e
students at our theological collcges are total abstainers. (1lu Canada 'Il
niinisters and mnembers are rcquired to be.) If our young ministers w is 1
tu gtain the car of the people, if they wishi the working(--men tu believe in
themn, they muse be avowed and hearty total abstainers. If a mian will not
even give up ]xis glass of beer or his glass of ivine fer the sake of liis less

piileged brother, lie inay hiave very excellent theological arguments In
favour of Iiis self-indulgence, but the po or will not regard liim, as their
friend. The tirne lias corne whien nothing except downrighit, practical, self-
sacriflcing synl)athy can influence the masses of the people.

But if we smash. the liquor trade in the naine of the Lord, we miust put
somiething else in its place. The publie-house is the club, the reading rovimn,
the debating hall, the conîmittee room, and the parlour of the wvork'iiný1-
mnan. We must give lîim social and business facilities elsewhere. Why net
in our numierous unused vestries? Why not liglit and wvarin and beautify
a vestry in connection withi every chapel, and open it te the workingc-miein
Let them read, and talk, and smoke there, instead of in the public blouse.
W hy net place a vestry at the disposal of every benefit club and trade society
in the neighlbourhood, se thiat tliey may hold their business meetinîgs in
that vestry, and not be drivea te the public-lieuse? «Why not keep a vestry
open every day during the dinner-lieur, se, that the working-men may net
be conpelled eitiier te eat their dinner in the open-air, in tlie cold and wet.
or te go into the %varni public-lieuse ? Why net open the chapel cveriy aiglit
for a brighit and cheerful service, or for a lecture, or for a concert ? The
iminister, of course, cannot alwvays be present. But whvly net give thc layiien
a chance ? We have entered upon a demnocratic era. Our chapels miust be
dcnocratised. The mniddle clssses who built theni and once used the») »Iad
homes and aIl the coinforts and conveniences of home life. Thousands of
wvorknxien-aye, and shop assistants tee-have ne home, in the proper sense
of thc word. The publican and the music-hall manager have takenl adIvan-
tage of this. Let us provide an innocent and blesscd counter-attraction ini
our chapels and vestries, -%vlicbl have cost imimense sumss of mioncy. andl
wlîîchî are now darkz, cmpty, and useless during the greater part (of tie
wek. To sign the pledge is net the end, but tIse beginning of the good
wvork. To ke- ep the pledge is the great matter, and that is possible only by
tic blcssing of God granted to us Nvhien %we use sanctifled cenion sensu.


