TRH PRINOIPALS OF MASONRY.

Se

friondeliips  lastiny dnd' ~benmefieial
‘whers Christianity was not porritted
4o oportly entex,'but which soon Tol-
Jovred through' tho “gates left &jm™
Dy the ontrdhco of Mavonic oliarity
cnd frateyrmzl coneord; and whire
theze bxe accompliched theintsllcstaal
~and docial Masonic results dre raul-
dzed. - ' '

But Mssonry gtops not with the
intellectusl or sodinl; but, true to the
purpose of its organizetion, it exhorts
tloe craft to be ‘ever mindfal of the
‘great chanpe, when it may be the
privilege of every ons by the benefit
‘of having lived & pure and blamieless
life, with & firm reliAnde on and un
-obiding trast in Divine Providence,
tp bo called from. labor on edrth to
-evadiasting refreshment in the Para-
dige of God.

And thas the principles and fensts
‘of Magonry take hold upon the moral
nature of man, and seok to make of
him that which was intended by his
Creator, ' .

1t stops. nob with its first or second
step, but by its beautiful coremonials
and soul-in%piring leotitrds bids him
ook forward to the preat recoripsitse
of reward which has heen propared
“for all of the faithful, ,

Were Masonry sn emply form,
“were ity ritwals no morée than the
‘machinery of languige and action,
+and its procipts & moral code with
B0 injurction to be influericed theve-
“by—a sounding bress accompoanied
By the tinkling of oymbals—then
‘would the eharges of the profaus of
‘it wont of inlidrent end intrinsio
virtue bg tras, and you and I, with all
‘Tovers of truth, would renounde onr
ollegiance to* it, despoil ity témples
and remove the Great Lights from
it3 altars. But we who have studied
ifs purposes aud to some extent hiave

exerts upon-the pessions and lives of

Men, while admitting with sorrow | B

thet all Mogons do not welk dpright-
1y, fear God and keop His commiand-
ents—yet we do nol hesitate to

declare that thbro is & power in out
beloved brotherhood which tends o
elevato the moral standard of our
rroe and to caude its votaries to ap-
proach more nearly to the destiny to
which they are called.

The fact that Masonic vows ara
broken by men who have taken therz
—that some who are taught to moz-
tion the name of Deity with uncov~
ered head and bending body, will o
far forget the teachings of the oraf
as to profane that Holy Name, is dnlg
proof that the person is living hinn-
self in disobedience of the motal pre-
oepts which he has promised to ohey.

The faut that those who have sworzz
eternal fealty and allegiance to tho
Supreme Architect of the Univere,
and constant fidelity to Hig sacred
law, will sometimes forget théir alle~
giance, is no evidence of fault in tko
golemn engagements which he hcs
made, but rather of the frailty of hig
noture, or possibly 2 mistake made iz
his admission to the sacred prociicts
of tho inner chamber.

But, recognizing all the elements
of weakness in our natures—that we
all are prone to do evil, let us for o
moment look at man as he is, ox
should be if govérned in life by ko
teachings of the Mystic Order. Eab
ug leavé off the more unpleasent duty
of proving our friendship by makizg
known the faults, snd torn to the

-miore inviticg field of estimating whab

man oan be by grace. Let us leok
at the brighter side- of the piscfura.
Liot us ¢ontemplate what man is whes,
by following the glorious tenchings-cf
the great Sohoo! Master, he is fitad
and prepared for & life of honor and
purity in this world and a gloricta
immortality in the world to comea
Lot us learn of friendship, morality,

_ 5vo | virtue, chazity and brotherly love—
fathomed its depths, who heve both { E . , .
felt and seen the influences which it }
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