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qualkties 1 Are they produced by the domestic theory, per bc?
It furnishes us a goud hionsekeoper ; but this does no meet the
case. The idea that in the humibler ranks of society the cooking
of dinners and the nending of clothes, and in the wealthier classes
the art of ordering a dinner and studying the fashiuns, tho recaiv-
ing of company and " shining" in society, the usual round of
sa callud aîccomnplishmilenta- tait theso cunstitute th true sphere
of wonan or indicato superior excellence is an opinion stupidly
falso but painfully provalent. This theory cannot guarantee
thusou qualities of miinad and heart that produca our "domîîestic
sunîshina."

Tie Suo'al T'leury exhibits wonian in lier social capac;ity , pu
senta to us gifted wumen who know how to msake home a centir of
intellectual and kindly intercourse-tie arti.e, the wonan of lot-
tors, the philantitropist. This îîany.sided thcory at once sug.
gests illustrious representative examples. Mrs. Suimerville and
Rosa Bonheur have shown vhat womien can achievo in science and
art ; George Eliot, conspicuous among novelists ; Mrs. Browning
and others, in the domain of poetry; Mrs. Coutts and Florence
Nightingale, in benevolenco anîd humanity ; aur Pattis, our Nills-
sons, and oui Princes Louise- all illuistrato the pussibilities of
talent and culture in women.

The most olaborate, and I think the nost extravagant, theory is
that of Comte. Discarding the physical and doneatic ideas, lae
carries ta excess thz social ; places woman iwhere she is excluded
fron art. science, and even the work of education, and makes ber
the object of a humiliating worship.

Neither of these tieories, in itsolf, offers a sphere geierally
applicable ta wonan, nor a suitabla field for the development and
exercise of lier nattural abilities. Could we select the reau, the
good that is in themn, we mniglt satisfy the detnands of our mttatter-
of-fact age by a ntiion in weomtan of their excellences.

Supposing every womnani inherently to possess theso qualities,
and that to every such woman our ideal hoe were really assignt-
able, wo miiight, perhaps, define the splere of woman, and confine
our attentiun ti, tha means necessary for the education of these
latent powers.

In our present social condition, howover, ve must face the fact,
that there are many women naturally gifted who have to depend
on their own exertions; that while man in self-cotplacency asks
" what can she do for ie?" from nany a wonan we hear the
honest, thoughtful enquiry, " what can 1 do for nyself?"

Let those who ligitly treat such questions as the higher educa-
tion of women, the eflorts of womntto ta enter industrial pursuits
and profess'onal life, bear in min that these questions are no
mere contention for woman's riglts in the abstract. Voices are
heard which we cannot disregard ; and if the hour of earnest
thought is the precurs..r of the haur of action, the hour of action
is near at hand. This brings us to cousider briefly

11. WuMAN. HEl ACTUAL s3P1ERE, ANI, HEI PRACTICAL DIsAUILITIES.

Or, which may b preferable, lier actual condition in the mtany
spieres of daily life, and the hindrances ta her higliest success in
special spheres of action.

For obvious reasons wa do not attempt to confine man within
any very liumited sphiere, and we shal. find the task practically as
difficult in regard to wonan. To construct any special thcory and
rigorously adhere to it, ta form a mould of certain shape and arbi-
trarily try to fit woman into it, would be assumiug that she is
forned cf soine plastic mnaterial that can be manipulated at vill ta
suit our chorisuhed theory ; that we have only to make round holes,
and womanî will grow round to fill thom, or zquare, and they will
become square, ; while miai, less pliable, formed of moto stubborn
material, cannot thus b forced into any position ou- fancy may
suggest.

An appeal to facts wvill prove that any sich assumption is unwar-
rantable. We find, for example, that the imajority 'of ivonen are
provided for by parents or husbanda, passing their lifetime in
domestic routine, with no special concera as to the necessity for
independent effort..

It teaches us also that there is a very respectable minority who,
otherwiso unprovided for, are engaged in same honest calling to
gain a livelihood or secure a competency.

It shows, moreover, a third cliss who, not oi necessity but from
choice, from their love of knowledge, au ambition, it may be, to
gain a distinguisheil position in literature or science, or in some
profession--' career, are claiming the right of participating in all
the advantages of a higher education.

These three classes are distinct, and cover the entire ground, yet

thore ara certain questions un n hich they unite ia commun. For
example, voineit display a long list t f ,roperty disabilities tu be
relieved, scialwroags to bc vindivated, and political grievances
to bu iedressed, invulving the solution of sote of the deepost
probluns in social and pohtical scieco-ii undertaking qit
foreigni to the purposo of this paper.

I shall simaapêy niation those positionas that ara attainable through
what wo terna the higher education of women, and the principal
obstpeles in the way of their attaitnment.

Theso posittunis, its a word, are found in educational and literary
ptirsuits, and in iedicino, law and thcology. Tha obstacles ara
founIdead ol prejudicos as tu the natural fitnicss of wumon for any

eona career whatever ; frun a rcluctaice u the part of
uaniversities tu rearrango thoir machinery and opon their doors ta
womlien.

III. THE ADJUSTMENT OF tRtEoUr.ALTTIEs.
At the outset I take this position . If it can be shown that a

university education, tir any similar formn of higher culture, will
satisfy the just clains of women, and result in their elevation as it
proiotes man'a elavation, this privilegu should ba cheerfully a-
corded to thonm.

Tha reasons which lead me to take this rosition are .- (I) Tho
enlargenient of woman's sphere lias a pressing cause, becauso there
is an increasing number of women who have tosupport themtsolves.
(2) If one class of the community, as mon or women, b placed at
a disadvantage, the other suffers proportionately. (3) The assuned
intellectual disparity botween mon and womaen is due more ta cun-
trollablo circumstances than to any innate difference. (4) Even if
it could be shown that the practical advantages arising from a
higher education were the exclusive right of men, it caunot be
denied that wonen, in common witlh mon, shouùld shara in those
personal enjoyments that arisu frun a highly cultivated intellect.

But low can it be shown that the educational priviloge desired
would meet the case ' For the time assumaing the oanus probaiui,
allow me to suggest that the ovidenco will appear on referring to
the history of the moveient, and noticing what lias been already
accomplished by wonen of culture.

Sucli wmetn have occasionally been conspicuons in all ages.
Profane history furnishies many examples, from Homaeric times to
the present. Vo rend in the Iliad (xi. 739) of woten employed in
the science of nedicine ; in the Odyssey (vi. 227) also Homer
speaks of wonen thus <fficiating. nripides hears similar testi-
mony. Sappho seems to bc the only woman in autiquity whose
productions by common consent stand on the saine level with
illustrions pnoets of the other sex. Many Atienian women, not
aiming at professional distinction, set about naking themselves fit
companions of the nust elevated and illustrious among mn.
They accordingly studied all the arts, became familiar with
all philosophical speculations, and instructed themsolves in
politics. We noed refer only to Aspasia, wife of Pericles.
Her home was the resort of all the great men in Athens ; and
Socrates, in his " Memorabilia," acknowledges ber as his teacher
in philosophy. These were exceptional cases, for historians assert
that the debased condition of women generally had much ta do
with the decay of Athens.

This abnormal stato of things was long porpetuated and tolerate&
in many lands ; but wo have reason ta believe -that the days of
wasted activities and subjected intellects are about numbered
throughout the civilized world. This principle asserts itself with
the early rise of universities,'soon after which women began to
claim equal educational p?;ivileges with mon.

Lot us take a short survey of this movement, first in contineatal
Europe. As early as 1235 we find two women graduating at the
University of Bologna, and, subqequently, lecturing on the Insti-
tutes of Justinian. Another graduate in medicine became, in 1400,
a professor in her own university. In 1564 a legal graduate was
appointed ta a chair ia the University of Cordova; in 1557 another
took a professorship in learned languages at Padua. In 1855 the
Empress of Russis, in order to promoto the higher education of
women, opened 186 achools for girls, modelled aftor the gymnasien
of Germany. Sa eagerly was this privilege appreciated that in a
short time 23,400 pupils wPre enrolled. The medical schools were
opened to women, but soon closed, on account of the jealousy of
regular practitioners-driving many ambitious women to Switzer-
land, where fourteen grsduated. At present, however, there are
423 female niedical students in St. Petersburg.

Italy, as if mindful of her old renown in arts and letters, is found
in the front rank of nations progrebsive in this movement. The


