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qualitics 7 Are they pruduced by the dumestic theury, per s¢?
It furnishes us a goud housekeoper ; but this does not meet the
case. Tho iden that in tho humbler ranks of society the cooking
of dinners and tho mending of clothes, and in the wealthier classes
tho art of ordering & dinner and etudying the fashivns, the receiv-
ing of company and ¢ shining” in society, the usual round of
sv called accumplishments- that these constitute the true sphere
of woman or indicato superior excellonce is an opinion stupidly
false but painfully prevalent. 'This theory cannot guarantee
thuso qualities of mind and heart that pruduce our *-dumestic
suushine.” .

The Suciul Theury exhibits wuman in her sucial capavity , pro
sents to us gifted wutien who know huw to make home a centre of
intellectual and kindly intercourse—the artisie, the woman of let-
ters, tho philanthropist. This many-sided theory at once sug:
pests illustrious representativo examples. Mrs, Summerville and
Rosa Bonheur have shown what women can achieve in science and
art ; George Eliot, cunspicuous among _novelists ; Mrs. Browning
and others, in the dumain of poetry ; Mre. Coutts and Florence
Nightingale, in benevolence and humanity ; our Pattis, our Nills-
suns, and vur Princess Louise—all illustrate the pussibilities of
talent and culture in women. .

The most olaborate, and I think the must extravagant, theory is
that of Comto. Discarding the physical and domestic ideas, he
carries to excess tho social ; places woman whero she is excluded
from art. science, and even the work of education, and makes her
the object of a humiliating worship.

Neither of these theories, in itself, offers a sphere generally
applicable to woman, nor a suitable field for the development and
exercise of her natural abilitics. Could we select the real, the
good that is in themn, we wight satisfy the demands of our matter-
of-fact age by a uniun in woman of their excellences.

Supposing every woman inherently to possess these qualities,
and that to every such woman our ideal honie were really assign-
able, we might, perhaps, define the sphere of woman, and coufine
aur attention t, tho means necessary for the education of these
latent powers.

In our present social condition, however, we must face the fact,
that there are many women naturally gifted who have to depend
on their own exertiuns ; that while man in self-complacency asks
¢ what can she do for me?” from many a woman we hear the
honest, thoughtful enquiry,  what can 1 do for myself2”

Let those who lightly treat such questions as the higher educa-
tion of women, the efforts of women to enter industrial pursuits
and professionsl life, bear in minA that these questions are no
mere contention for womau’s rights in the abstract. Voices are
heard which we cannot disregard ; and if the hour of earnest
thought is the precutser of the hour of action, the hour of action
is near athand. This brings us to consider briefly

1. WuMAN . HER ACTUAL SPHERE, AND HER PRACTIUAL DISABILITIES.

Or, which may be preferable, her actual condition in the many
spheres of daily life, and the hindrances to her highest success in
special spheres of action.

For obvious reasons we do not attempt to confine man within
any very limited sphere, and we shali find the task practically as
difticult in regard to woman, To construct any special theory and
rigorously adhere to it, to form a mould of certain shape and arbi-
trarily try to fit woman into it, would be assuming that she is
formed of some plastic material that can be manipulated at will to
suit our cherished theory ; that we have only to make round holes,
and woman will grow round to fill them, or square, and they will
become square, ; while man, less pliable, formed of more stubborn
material, cannot thus bo forced into any position ou» fancy may
suggest. :

An appeal to facts will prove that any such assumption is unwar-
rantable. We tind, for example, that the majority of wowmen are
provided for by parents or husbands, passing their lifetime in
dumestic routine, with no special concern as to the necessity for
independent, effort. .

It teaches us also that there is a very respectable minority who,
otherwiso unprovided for, are engaged in some honest calling to
gain a livelihood or secure a competency.

It shows, moreover, a third class who, not of necessity but from
choice, from their love of knowledge, au ambition, it may be, to
gain a distinpuished position in literature or science, or i some
professions! career, are claiming the right of participating in all
the advantages of a higher education.

These three classes are distinct, and cover the entire ground, yet

thery aro certain questions vn which they umite 1 common.  For
example, woinen display a long list of property disabilities to bo
relioved, sucial wrongs to bo vindicated, snd political grievances
to be redressed, involving the sulutivn of sumo of the deepest
problems in sucial and political science—an undertaking quite
foreign to the purposo of this paper.

1 sliall simpiy moentivn thuse pusitivns that are attainable through
whitt wo terma the higher cdueation of women, and the principal
obstacles in the way of their attainment.

‘These postbions, 11 & word, are found in educational and literary
pursuits, and in medicine, Jaw and theology. The obstacles aro
fuunded vn prejudices as to the natural fitness of women for any
professional career whatever; frum o roluctauce on the puart of
universities to rearrango their machinery and open their doors to
woinen,

I111. THE ADJUSTMENT OF (RREGULARITIES.

At the outset I take this position . If it can be shuwn that a
university education, vr any similar forin of higher culture, will
satisfy the just claims of women, and result in their elevation as it
promutes man's elovation, this privilegs shuuld be cheerfully ac-
corded to them.

The reasons which lead me to take this pusition are : —(1) The
enlargement of woman’s sphere has a pressing cause, because there
is an increasing number of women who have tosupport themselves.
(2) If one class of the community, as men or women, be placed at
a disadvantage, the other suffers proportionately. (3) The assumed
intellectual disparity between men and women is due more to cun-
trollablo circumstances than to any innate difference. (4) Even if
it could be shown that the practical advantages arising from a
higher education were the exclusive right of men, it cannot be
denied that women, in common with men, shvald share in thuse
personal enjoyments that arisv from a highly cultivated intellect.

But how can it be shown that the educational privilege desired
would meet the case? For the time assuming the onus probundi,
allow me to suggest that the evidence will appear on referring to
the history of the movement, and noticing what has been already
accomplished by women of culture.

Such women have occasionally been conspicuous in all ages.
Profane history furnishes many examples, from Homeric times to
the present. o read in the Iliad (xi. 739} of women employed in
the science of medicine; in the Odyssey (vi. 227) also Homer
speaks of women thus (fficiating. Furipides bears similar testi-
mony. Sappho seems to be the only woman in autiyuity whose
productions by common consent stand on the same level with
illustrious poets of the other sex. Many Athenian women, not
aiming at professional distinction, set about making themselves fit
companivns of the most elevated and illustrious amonyg men.
They accordingly studied all the arts, became familiar with
all philosophical speculations, and instrncted themselves in
politics. ~We need refer only to Aspasia, wife of Pericles.
Her home wasa the resort of all the great men in Athens ; and
Socrates, in his * Memorabilia,” acknowledges her as his teacher
in philosophy. These were exceptional cases, for historians assert
that the debased condition of women generally had much to do
with the decay of Athens.

This abnormal state of things was long perpetuated and tolerated
in many lands ; but we have reason to believe -that the days of
wasted activities and subjected intellects are about numbered
throughout the civilized world. This principle asserts itself with
the carly rise of universities, soon after which women began to
claim equal educational privileges with men.

Let us take a short survey of this movement, firat in contineatal
Europe. As early as 1235 we find two women graduating at the
University of Bologna, and, subsequently, lecturing on the Insti-
tutes of Justinian. Another graduate in medicine became, in 1400,
a professor in her own university, In 1564 a legal graduate was
appointed to a chair in the University of Cordova; in 1657 another
took a professorship in loarned languages at Padua. In 1855 the
Empress of Russia, in order to promote the higher education of
women, opened 186 schools for girls, modelled after the yymunssien
of Germany. So eagerly was this privilege appreciated that in a
short time 23,400 pupils were enrolled. The medical schools were
opened to women, but soon closed, on account of the jealousy of
regular practitioners—driving many ambitious women to Switzer-
land, where fourteen graduated. At present, however, there are
423 female medical students in St. Petersburg.

. Italy, as if mindful of her old renown in arts and letters, is fovnd
in the front rank of nations progressive in this movement. The
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