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The True Teacher,

No reform is more needed in our
schools than the introduction of the
custom generully among teachers, of
studying the lessons they are to teach.
Were we called upon to indicate the
causes which most generally lead to
the failures either in the instruction
or government of the common schools,
we would point to the negleet of
teachers to learn their lessons as the
most prominent and pernicious of
them all.

It is but a small pa.t of the teach-
ers business to look upon the text
book and note whether & pupil has
recited the lessen as it is printed
there. Ifthis is all then any one
may teach who cam read. And yet

we may well fear whether there are¢

not multitudes of professed teaéhers
who do no more than this. We have
ourselves heard men of competent
learning, even college bred, go
through recitation after recitation,
reading the questions placed at the
bottom of the page and then following
with the eye the words in the book
while the pupils repeated the answer,
merely correcting them when a word
was missed. Whatever this process
may be called, it certainly is not
teaching. :

The: teacher should know his les-
son before hand. o previously ac-
quired knawledge of the subject 8
sufficient ; he should know the very
lesson in the text book used by the
pupis. There they have gained their
1deas of the subject, and all teaching
to be profitable to them must be
based upon the very lesson they have
Jearned ; all explanations and illustra-
tions must in some way spring from
that and cluster around it. Associa-
ted thus with that, the teacher’s ex-
planations will be remembered, or
easily recalled; but otherwise they
will be often- «nisunderstood and
quickly forgotten.

Nor will a previouns familiarity with
the text book be sufficient. Nothing
short of such present knowledge of
the lesson as will permit the teacher
to go through the recitction with his
text book closed, can enable him to
teach with the highest suvcess. Me-
mory is treacherous and knowledge

forever a Student.

fodes away. ‘The lesson learned a
year ago cannct be fresh in mind to-
day. No mechanic would be employ-
ed to do a delicate piece of work 1if it
were known that he had not sharpen-
ed his tools since last year, especially
if they had lain for monthslexposed to
rust. Lessons are the teacher’s tools
and used to be sharpened by daily
study.

The teacher who does not learn his
lesson before band must study it du-
ring the recitation. Having asked
the question which he figds at the bot-
tom of the nage he must lcok through
the wilderness of course and fine
ptint to find the answer 3 he must
dwell apon that answer till he un-
derstands it. This may require him
to rend half a page of context and
notes in fine print, or if it be a lesson
in geography he must often search the
map till he finds the place he has ask-
ed for. And while his timeand ener-
gies are thus occupied how much of
teaching can he do ?

The pupils become inattentive, and
learn to despise a teacher who knows
80 little of his business,

Nor are the class before hie the
only ones injured by this loss of the
teacher’s ever present attention. The
whole scliool speedily learns that the
teacher’s eyes and thoughts.are en-
grossed with a lesson. 'The tempta-
tion is too strong to be resisted ; the
spirit of fun and mischief trinmphs,
and the tescher is recalled to con-
sciousness by the suppressed titter or

‘Joud whisper, pervading the scheol.

The difficalty of his herculean task
becomes greatly inoreased.—There,
on the ono haud, is his lesson de-
manding for its.completion the charp-
est use of syes and thoughts, and on
the other, there 18 & school of moisy
elldren needing to be watched every
instant, s the only price of peace.
‘Who wonders that, under such con-
ditions so many teachers fail entirely,
while othersretire disgusted with the
drudgery of school teaching, a drudg-
ery caused largely by this neglect of
all daily preparation for their du-
ties?

Let the teacher study thoroughly
the lessons he isto hear each day, and



