
T1HE SINCLAIRS 0Fr CAITI-INESS

Thurso is tu'enty seven tuiles ini lengthi, the Berriedale
sixtet miles, atd the \Vick, tîlîte antd a liaif tmiles. Suther-
landshire contains an area of 1,297,846 acres, or nearly
2028 Square mliles. It iS SiXt3l-t%\o Iluiles il] leng-th anci
fortv-nine miles ini breadth. It cotîtains the large strathis
of thie Naver and the Halladale and a nutmber of pleasant
g,lens. Takett as a whiole, hiowever, it is a hilly antd moun-
tainous coutry. B3en 'More 15 3431 feet il' height ; Bell
èXlibreck,, 3164t; Bent Hope, -o6t ; ai Fiavn 3015. Trhe
rivers, like those it Caithness, are small. The Oikell,
whichi is the largest, is only twenty-tltree mtiles lu leuigth.

In iSoo Stherlaiidshiire antd the parishes or' Reay,
Halkirk, and Latheron ilu Caithîtess were alinost wholly occît-
pied by Gaelic-speakincg Highlandlers. The inhabitants of
the other parislies ini Caithness -%'ere a tmixture of Keits,
Scandinavians, and Angl,,o-Saxonis. :Nany' of tltem, esp)ec-
ially in the parishes of Thurso and Wick, spoke Gaelie, but
as a general mile they spoke R-nglislh or rather l3road Scotch.
It i5 certain, however, that a large proportion of those who
spoke onil' Englishi were Keits rather titan anything else.
0f thie voters iu Sutherlaudshlire inI 1885, 547 were Mac-
kavs ; '237, Macleods ; 2,o, Stutheriands ; 177, Rosses ; 170,
Mackenzies ; 126, Muxtros ; i i9, M.acdouailds; Il17. Murravs;
92, Mathiesons ; 82, Canîpbelîs;, 62, Guixis ; 62, Morrisoits;-
44, Grants ; 41, Gordolts ; 23, Sijîciairs ; 19, Macleats : 19,
Kerrs ; anxd iS Bannernis. 0f the v'oters in Caithiness in
t1892, 32o were Sutherlaîtds; 202, Maýc«kaVS; 171, Sinclairs;
137, Gumis; îo3, Hendersotis; 10:2, C-aitxpbells ; 98, Swan-
sous ; and 24 Keitits. The Swattsots are of Norwegian
origin, and have probably even at the p)resetit day a good
proportion of Norw'egian blood itn them. It is clear, how-
ever, froin the otiter itames, that tie ptesent Caitituessiaus
are to a verv large extent a KeItic people. atyof the
Suthierlands and Nlackays whio were evicted froin their own
lantds between 1812 and 1820 settled iu Caithtîiess. It wvas
lu consequence of titis fact that the Sutlteriands and Mac-
k-ays becante more niniierous lu Caitliness titat the Sinclairs.
Thiere iuust always, how'ever, have beext quite a tuntber of
Sutherlaxtds north of the Ord.


