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GHAP. V. sECT. VI.  Captain King’s Journal., -8

They were named by Captain Cook the Sandwick Islands,
in honour of the EaRL oF SANDWICH, under whose adini-
nistration he had enriched geograpby with so many splen-
did and important discoveries ; a tribute justly due to that
noble person for the liberal support these voyages derived
from his power, in whatever-could extend their utility, or
promote their success ; for the zeal with which he second-
ed the views of that great navigator ; and, if I may be al-

_lowed to add the voice of private gratitude, for the gene-

rous protection, which, since the death of their untortu-
nate commander, he has afforded all the officers that ser-
ved under him. , :

Owhyhee, the easternmost, and by much the largest of
these islands, is of a triangular shape, and pearly equilate-
ral. The angular points make the north, east, and south
extremities, of which the northern is in latitude 20° 17’ N.,
longitude 204° 02’ E.; the eastern in latitude 1y° 34' N,,
longitude 205° 06’ E.; and the southern extremity in lati-
tude 18° 54’ N., longitude 204° 15’ E. Iis greatest length,
which lies in a direction nearly north and south, is 283
leagues; its breadth is 24 leagues; and it is about 255
geographical, or 293 Eaglish miles in circumference. The
whole island is divided into six large districts ; Amakooa
and Aheedoo, which lie on the north-east side; Apoona
and Kaoo on theé south-east; Akona and Koaarra on the
west.

The districts of Amakooa and Aheedoo are separated by
a mountain called Mounah Kaah (or the mountain Kaah),
which rises in three peaks, perpetually covered with snow,
and may be clearly seen at 40 leagues distance.

To the north of this mountain the coast consists of high
and abrupt cliffs, down which fall many beautiful cascades
of water. We were once flattered with the hopes of meet-
ing with a harbour round a bluff head, in latitude 20° 10’
N., and longitude 204° 26’ E.; but, on doubling the point,
and standing close in, we found it connected by a low
valley, with another high head to the north-west. The
country rises inland with a gentle ascent, is intersected by
deep narrow glens, or rather chasms, and appeared to be
well cultivated and sprinkled over with a number of vil-
lages. The snowy mountain is very steep, and the lower
part of it covered with wood.

The coast of Aheedoo, which lies to the south of I\%una

Kaah,
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