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MANY ORPHANED
BY EARTHQUAKE

——

Relatives Take Care of Boys
and Leave Girls to Mercy
of Others

EARTH IS STILL SHAKING

Sympathy and Help of Britain
Much Appreciated By
Italians

Reggio, Jan., 8.—The sun ghone again
in all its splendor, emphasizing the
peauties of nature in the surrounding
country, along the mountains coyered |
with green, over the vineyards and
lemon groves. Inside Reggi6, however,
its warm rays fell upon only huge piles
of debris.

Proportionately with the other
towns, Regglo gave the highest per-
centage of orphans as a result of the
earthquake. The boys were eagerly
taken. care of by relatives, but the
girls mostly were abandoned. For-
tunately; however, they have been en-
trusted to the ladies’ committee which’
arrived here from all parts of Italy,
and doubtless will secure’ good homes
for them. .

All the wounded have been removed
from Reggio dnd 8,000 refugees have
departed from the town. One thou-
sand bodies have been dug from the
ruins of the fallen buildings and buried
in improvised cemeteries.

Among others who escaped unin-
jured when the shock came, were three
children, who after having been buried
in the debris of their home for several
days got out unaided, burrowing like
mice. A man and.his wife also have
been found uninjured beneath ruins
where they had lain for eight days
subsisting on a pint of olive oil.

At Sinopili all the houses were de-
stroyed except three built after the
earthquake of 1905 of hollow brick with
a wire passing through them and
uniting them in a wvertical line, while
at the top is another wire uniting the
different lines horizontally, thus mak-
ing the whole building compact, ;

Fresh earthquake shocks are being
felt here, .at. Brancaleone and Messina
each night. They are preceded by ex-
plosions and buildings that were not
totally destroyed in the big shock are
being demolished.

Anglo-American Station

Messina, Jan. 8.—The gunboat Scor-
plon is constructing an -Anglo= Ameri-
can siation this afternoon. in several
large tents adjoining the ruined United
States consulate. - * Dr. George C.
Rhoades, surgeon of the Scorpion, has
assumed charge. It will be devoted to
hospital work in aid ‘of the wounded
Italian sufferers. It will also be for
the use of any Britishers or Ameri-
cans as a means of communication with,
relatives or friend an} as a_sort of 'in-
formation bureal for Anglb-Anfeficans,”
These persons come to -the attention
of Dr. Rhoades by seeking out the con-
sulate for assistance or for sending
word .to their relatives in America for
help. The military cordon ardund the
city is complete tonight. Hereafter no
person will be allowed .to enter with-
out a pass % :

The body of 2 man who lived on the
thirg floor abave, Mr. and Mrs. ABs
Cheney, in the American consulate
building, was taken out of the ruins
vesterday. The work to reach  the
bodies of the Cheneys is progressing.

There was a religious ‘procession
along the devastat-' water front in
Messina. Priests lked through the
ruined streets carrying sacred relics.
Stuart K. Lupton, of the new consulate,
Bayard Cuting, Jr., and Winthrop
Chandler, other members of the cOorps,
have left for Taormina, where they
will devote their energiés to superin-

' THE VICTO

words as honor, favor, ;tc. The ha&
been conducting an investigatign tg
secure uniformity in spelling, and
state in their -report that when the
choice is between the British and
American way they prefer the British.

% New York Relief Fund.

ew York. Jan. 8.—The Idcal -

lief fund for the Italian earthquarlte

sufferers, is nearing the half million

;r;zslz e Itt ::aas ir‘tacxi'eased by more than
y oday, bringing t

about $475,000. ¢ Bhorimghatutes

Ex-Jailer Arrested.

TS NOT ATRAID

OF BIG STICK

House at Washington Tells the
President What It Thinks
of Message

Vancouver, Jan. 8.—Geor

i ASEY & ge Miller,
izormerly jailer at Vancouver poll?e
station, now proprietor of Turkish
baths on Granville street, was arrest-

ed today on the charge o
a disorderly - resort. . A

Hamilton’s Request.
Hamilton, -Ont.,, Jan. 8.—The
of Trade this afternoon decldegoa:g
circulate a memorial asking Premier
Laurier to appoint two senators to
represent this city. A deputation will
take the memorial to Ottawa.

K ked 8 I by Robbers

Vancouver, Jan. 8—Henry Locke, a
teamster in the employ of Champion
and White, was knotked senseless and
robbed of $15 last evening by two
masked men who had entered his
house, and whom he disturbed in
their nocturnal visit.

Found Dead on Road.

Vancouver, Jan. 8—A sad and un-
explained accident occurred at Dewd-
ney spme time ‘d‘u'rhig the might of
January ‘4. Henry  Scoréy, ' driving
home' from Mission City, reached the
bridge near the. Dewdney# railway
crossing, where he was later found
dead and frozen. A few feet eaat of
his prostrate - body, ‘his wagon was
standing with its load-intact, save for
one sack of grain lying by the road
a little distance west of the spot where
his body was found. The horses were
not attached to the wagon. The po-
lice are investigating.

PN S S

Canadian Bank Clearings.

New York, Jan. 8—Weekly bank
clearings,. Dominion of Canada:

Montreal, $29,388,000, increase 1.9
per cent; Toronto, $28,739,000, increase
7.0 per cent; Winnipeg, 14,622,000, in-
crease 3.5 per cent; Vancouver, $4,-
162,000, increase 13.2 per cent; Ottawa,
$2,293,000, decrease 7 6; Quebec, $2,-
221,000, decrease 8.6;  Halifax, $2,221,-
000 increase 5.9; Hamilton, $1,148,-
000, décrease 10.7 per cent; Calgary
$1,481,000 decrease 17.8 per cent; St.
John, $1,699,000 increase 6.9 per cent;
London, $1,628,000 decrease 4.8; Vic-
toria $1,007,000 increase 12.5 per cent;
Edntlo‘nton, $1,097,000 decrease 16 4 per
cent.

HERRING INDUSTRY

| capacity. To accommodate the crowds

HE MUST BE RESPECTFUL

Resolution of Rebuke is Passed
By an Overwhelming
Majority

Washington, Jan, 8.—After having
made him the target all day for criti-
cism, with here and there words of
commendation, the house of represen-
tatjves tonight. by a vote of 212" to 35
rebuked President Roosevelt by tabl-
ing so much of his message 8BS re-
flected on myembers of congress in con-
nection with his recommadations Te-
garding the’ secret service detectives,
and also declaring it to be the sefise
of the house that it shall decline to
consider any communication from any
source which is not in its own judg-
ment respectful. .

With feelings of. outraged dignity
and pride on the part of many mem-
bers, the House today gave itself up
entirely to a discussion of one of the
most momentous questions that ever
came. before it, its functions as a
legislative body in contradistinction to
those of the executive branch of the
Government.

As had been forecast, the report of
the speeial committee appointe to
deal with the language in the Presi-
dent’s annual message, and *in his
speécial message of last Monday “bear-
ing on the secret service affecting
members of Congress, was submitted,
and it was used as the basis for some
earnest and vigorous speeches :ever
heard in the historic chamber. The
house was’ in no mood to treat.the
subiect otherwise than seriously, al-
though in the remarks which were
made the references to the President
almost invariably were couched in
parliamentary language, nor was the
President without his supporters.

In anticipation of the report, the
effect. of which was to administer a
rebuke ot the President, there was one
of the largest attendances of mem-
bers of this session while the galler-
jes at all times were filled to their

the doors opening to the corridors

were thrown open, and those were
choked with people, while stand!ng in
line behind them were hundreds of

G0DD FOR NANAIMO|

others,

There was not a moment during the
day that the diplomatic galle! was

Figures éhow Remarkable In-
crease Over Those of Last
Year. .

- & =

Nanaimo, Jan. 8~—From twelve: to
fifteen thousand tons'is the, éstimated,
amount of-herring caught in Nanaimo
harbor and adjacent waters this sea-

80 and. shipped ; to; foreign ports.
ihln “the 'past: three months. The
aally shipment - of;" séveral® hundred:
tons still - continues. - :
Between four and five hundred mens?
mostly Japs, are at work salting these
fish for foreign markets and a large
fleet of freighte  are busily engaged
in ‘transporting ..e cured herring(to
the mainland and Puget Sound to cén-

The Japanese are perhaps the heaviest
exporters, and have shipped several
thousands of tons of the fish to the
.Orient this geason. .On the last out-
ward voyageof the Iyo Maru, a heavy
shipment of herring was made to the

tending the work of careing for the
wounded. :
Royal Sympathy

Rome, Jan. 8.—Following the desire
expressed by Queen Helena, the an-
niversary of her birth was observed
here today, but was mnot attended by
many of the usual festivities. Her
majesty is reported to have said that
this year she wished to celebrate the
day by working doubly hard for the
Calabrian and Sicilian’ earthquake suf-
ferers, whese sufferings she. »cannot
drive from her.mind. Her two daugh-
ters, Princess Yolanda and Princess
Mafalda, respectively seven and six
years old, instead of buying birthday
presents for their mother, turned over
the contents of their money boxes to
the relief fund. The little Crown
Prince, who.is four years old, not te
be outdone by his sisters, parted with
what had been his greatest delight, a
complete company of tin soldiers, of
which he is the commander. He ‘toq).{
his toys to his mother, saying?’ “This
is all 1 have, please send them to the
poor orphans.”

The news that the Duke of Con-
naught is to arrive here Sunday has
produced great satisfaction, and is re-
garded as a fresh demonstration of
the sympathy of Great Britain.
ships have rendered great help 1
situation, providing provisions
searching for survivors.

NIGHT RIDERS :QQNVI'CTED
Jury Finds Six Guilty of Murder in

First Degree and Twa Others
in Second Degree

and

Union City, Tenn,, Jan. 8,—The con-
viction of the eight men on trial for
night riding and murder has had a
reassuring effect on the .public. Men
of the lake -distriet who were - in court
when the verdict came in left town
quickly. The trial of the others indicted
will not take place until May.

ormal motion for a new trial
will be argued Saturday. Following
the overruling of this motion, the de-
fence will take an appegl to the Su-
i ne court.’
pr?%r;'ethn rvs verdict ‘Garret John-
son, Tid Burton, Bob Ransom,. Fred
Pinich, Arthur Gloar and Sam Ap-
plewhite were convicted of murder in
degree, with mitigating cir-
cumstances, an «Bud” Morris and
“Bob” Huffman, the other defendants,
were found guilty of murder in the
second degree. Their punishment was
fixed at twenty-five years in the peni-
tentiary.
or the first named
The punishment T it
life imprisonment,
as indicated an inten-
tion to pronounce the death penalty.

Antiquated Spelling. A
Toronto, Jan. 8.—Dr. J. Seath an
pr. J. Goggin will report to the Min-
ister of Education in fav‘or"ot. the re-
Lcnti(on of the vowel “U” in such

| every day.’

| Fingal to

Chinese market, and other similar
shipments were made on vessels prior
to the sailing of the Iyo.

The fishermen report they are
having a good season. Not only is the
fishing very good, but the market this
vear is better than it was last.
‘is; hHowever, a great scarcity of her-
ring at present in the immediate har-
bor as compared with previous years.
The herring are to be found outside
ins plenty; but, of course, the fishing
there is more difficult owing to the
depth of water. The theory advanced
by the Japanese
lessening run of herring in the bay
itself is at once plausible and very in-
teresting. The Japanese reason that.
the herring were forced to-run into
the harbor by the whales that prey
upon them. -+The opening of the
whaling industry at Departure Bay
naturally very greatly depleted the
number.of whales in this section of the
Gulf of Georgia, and:the small fish are
not-under the same stress to méke the
shelter of the harbor. Thus the
fishermen are forced to go further out
for the fish.

The satisfactorly thing is that the
fishing is still.good, and as a;local in-
dustry 'is still growing in importance.
J¢ is doubtful whether. the local her-
ring industry has ever received the
recognition it deserves. Its import-
.ance is much greater than the aver-
age man would be disposed to imag-
ine. More than that, the industry is
growing every year and this year it
is .probable that the. total output will
be twice that of last year. Just how
the herring trade is growing" may be
gathered from the presence of the
Norwegian steamér Thordis in the
harbor.. Many of’ those who « have
Jookéd across the: water of the bay
may have wondered why the big
freighter was
The Thordis is bound for China, and
her cargo will be herring. She is to
load two thousand five hundred tons
of the fish for the China market. In
addition 'to thfs, big loads of herring
are being shipped across the gulf
The Copast. Steamship
has chartered the steamer
a Japanese company, and
she is running regularly -to Vancouver.
The steamer Clansman is also occu-
pied in the same business, and the
Senator is in today for the seventh
cargo. As she takes three hundred
tons each trip, the Senator has now
alone delivered 2100 tons of fish from
this port. The captain of this vessel

company

son, against 2500 last season. Alto-
gether something like ten to twelve
‘housand tons have already been ex-
ported, to say nothing of the amount
used by the - halibut fleet "and the
varijous smoking .and curing com-
panies, and the season has still a long
time to run. This figure, big as it is,
will be considerably {ncreased, and all
goes to demonstrate the increasing

importance of this local industry.

nect with the outgoing’ Oriental liners.-

There’

fishermen for the |

anchored where she is.,

expects to carry. /4000 tons this sea-

not fully occupied, many of the oc-
cupants being compelled to sit on the
edge 6f the seats next the aisles. So
great was the interest in the proceed-
ings that many sehators came over to
the” House and sat for severals hours.

Towards thé close ot the dibate
Mr.. Gatdner, ‘(Mass.), vainty  en-
deavo to .secure, first, the adoption
of a substitute for the resolution In
the shape of an amendment expressing
confidence in the committee pn ap-
propriations, and then the postpone-
ment of the wholé matter until Mon-
day, but he was overwhelmingly ‘out-
voted.

Appointed Liquidator.

Vancouver, Jan. 8—M. .J. Crehan
has been appointed permanent liqui-
dator for the National -Construction
company. The liabilities will exceed
$36,000; the assets have not yet been
estimated. .

Trouble in Persia

St. Petersburg, Jan. 7.—S8pecial de-
spatches received here from Teheran
say that the Shah of Persia has again
{ssued. an manifesto regarding the
constitution. There has been an out-
break of disorder at Shiraz similar to
the recent disturbances at Ispahan. ' It
is feared that the news of successful
plundering of this latter city will re-
sult in uprisings of the lower classes,
particularly among the starving.

NEW RATE IN FAVOR
OF PAGIFIC ROUTE

Alberta Grain Likely to Come
: This Way in Larger
Quantities

Vancouver, Jan. 8—Vancouver and

to Liverpool. The variation in this
advantage is due to the changing of
the ocharter market for Atlantic ton-
nage from day to day, and approxi-
mately the average of the rate in fa-
vor of Vancouver is 10 cents per hun-
dréd pounds, or $2 per ton. This ‘ad-
vantage is enjoyed by Vancouver and
Victoria in winter time, but in summer
and fall, during the season'of navi-
_gation on the great lakes, the coaat
will have to divide with Fort Willlam,
at the head of the lakes, the rate

{on Alberta grain, with the- chances

very much .in favor of Vancouver in a
short time taking the bulk of the traf-
fic. At present the coast ports and
Fort Wililam will be practically on
equal terms. during the summer
months in the fight for Alberta grain,
as the average through rates from
Calgary to Liverpaol by both routes
will be approximately the same.
Announced from Winnipeg.

Winnipeg; Jan. 8—In future the C.
P. R. will ship as much grain to the
outside world through the Pacific
_coast ports as they can possibly man-
age, and in order to make this more
possible the company has inaugurated
‘a new rate on grain of 22 1-2 cents
per hundred pounds from all points
in Alberta. The new rate became ef-
fective two days ago, and since then
a steady movement has “been noticed.
The company expects to haul a large
quantity of grain through Vancouver
from now on, as this route of trans-
portation means 2a saving. of much
time and money when the grain is
‘being shipped to the. Philippine Is-
tands, Mexico and European ports.
Formérly all this grain went to its
destination by way of eastern points.

Mr. and Mrs.
Esquimalt, are registeved at

Singleton Wise, of
the Em-

press.

TELLS OF PROGRESS IN

Victoria now posaess an advantage of | of the Babine and
from 10 to 10 1-2 cents per hundred| tajns, ' But as yet .no very, consider-
pounds over the eastern route for ‘the able ‘amount of work has been done
transportation of wheat from Alberta | upon the claims owing to the lact of
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best possible goods at
Today we would

$1.50, for...
€repoline, good " for
Regular $1.00, for

for

lar'$2.00, for .

lar $2.00, for .....

Black Crepe de Chene,
$1.75, for

Fancy Invisible
for

Check

FoF oot

Black Poplin, 42 inch.

Very Fine Biack Striped Voiles, 46 inch. Regu-
Very Fine Black Check Voiles, 46 inch. Regu-

Black Taffeta Cloth, 44
All Wool Black Cashmere, 44 inch. Reg. 75¢, for....50¢
Silk Embroidered Cashmere, 44 inch. Regular $1.00,

' 60¢

Many ladies .are braving the inclemency of this
unusual weather to come here shopping because
they know we are intent upon giving them the

the lowest possible prices.
call their attention to

Our Splendid Values In:

Dress Goods

Black Fancy Striped Voile, for evening wear,
44 inch: Regular $1.
Fancy Black Check Venetian, 47 inch. Regular
: 85

A0 fofs. . 85¢

all purposes, 44 inch.

Fancy Black Grenadines, 42 inch. Regular 75¢,
Ahorh .

1.25

$1.25.

Black Satin Striped Voiles, 44 inch. Reg. $1.40, for 85¢

wool and silk, 46 inch. Regular
Voile, 45 inch. Regular $2.00,

' g .$1.25
inch. -Regular -$1.00, for..680¢

Black Venetian Cloth, 44 inch. Regular goc, for..55¢

¢ Regular 75¢c, for... 50¢
Fancy: Striped Black Voile, 42 inch. Reg. $1, for.. .. ‘
Colored All-Wool Serges, 46 inch. Reg. $1.25, for. . .75¢
Heavy Diagonal Navy Serge, 52 inch. Reg. $2, for $1.15

HENRY

for

Fancy Tweeds, in new stripes
Regular $1.00 and $r1.25, for
"Pure Wool Homespuns,

$1.60;for ..

Fancy Panamas in suit lengths,
for eieuns

YOUNG & COMPANY

1123 Government Street, Victoria, B.C.

Green Venetian Suitings, 46 inch. Reg. $1, for
Fancy Lustres, in good colorings, 54 inch. Reg. $1.50,

several shades,
black, 54 inch. Regular $1.40 for $1.00

All Wool Fanéy Striped Panamas, 54 inch. Regular

Fine Fancy Suitings, broken checks and stripes. Regu-
lar $10.50 suit length, for...

and checks, 50 inch.
80¢

including

...$1.00

e e )

Lo scscommasn oo hugsomis s e,

Son e ——————————— Y |

 THE UPPER INTERIOR

A R Macd;halg{éfrom Frangis
and Ootsa Lake Districts,

Lo VisitsiVigtoria, .-

Mr. A. R. Macdonald, who has just

i

larger . number of men if they could
gsecure them.- The climate upon this
right of way varies from very wet
upon the:.coast . to .snowy farther in
and to dry and clear at the upper end,
but in the second section the rock
work will be much less in extent and
the total cost will consequently be far
less formidable. It :is probable, how-
ever, that the statement that very
massive. snd costly rock cuttings will

épcountered near the Tete Jaune

m 4

Cache Pass, is quite correct. No large
bridges have as yet become necessary
‘but eventually the Skeena river must
be crossed.:-Although’ {t. will not be

arrived in town' from the Frarcis and’ at all difficult to secure several places

Ootsa Lake country ‘and is staying at
the Dominion hotel, states that this

important and most: promising section

of the province is settling up steadily
and at the present time has a popu-
lation of some 500, settlers, some 400
being located in .the neighborhood. of
Bulkley Valley the remainder in the
Francis Ootsa Lake gdistrict. . While
there is ample room for hundreds more
although large tracts of good land are
neld by speculators. Frahcls  Lake
exceeds .70  mijles in,  length, ‘while
Ootsa Lake is about 45 miles long,
paralleling each’ ofher and extending
from east to west. | ; @
Both of these bodies of water unti-
mately find their outlet in the Fraser
river and form its northwestern head-
waters.. This whole country ia, falrly
well covered with a growth of black
pine and red and black spruce and is
interspersed with hills and some level
land of excellent quality for agricul-
tural purposes, while -the best of it
having a light growth of poplar of
both the smooth  and, rough-barked
varieties with openings. This poplar
which is only, however, useful in the
general market for the manufacture of
pulp wood, is quite .easily cleared.
A large extent of coal land is now
held. by several big companies in this
region and the coal appears to be of
very good gquality, ©it has for some
time been - used locally. for blacksmith-
ing but the veins have not so far been
uncovered to any great dépth. A num-
ber of mineral districts are situated
near the headwaters of the Telqua
river, and Telqua is, the name of the
oldest camp. Most of the minerals
whiéh haye so far been discovered are
located in . the Bulkley valley and in
the neighborhood of Copper river and
Bear River: moun-

transportation facilitles and the prac-
tical impoasibility ‘ of' getting. in. ma-
chinery. A small trial shipment . has
already been made from Hudson Bay
mountain to some smelter in. the south
and the returns for copper, gold apd
siiven proved to be very satisfactory
{ndeed. This ore was: taken out. on
horseback, . In four of these districts
it ‘1s. highly probable that successful
mining camps will be established. Yel-
low copper pyrites are found in these
localities and practically all the big
copper mines yield this ore.

These 'mining locations lie between
20 and 80 miles from the G. T. ‘P, right

| of way, upon which—as concerns Fo-

ley, Welch and.Stewart’s grading con-
tract for the first one hundred miles
from the coaat—fair progress is being
made. A lot of rock work -is neces-
sary and the men are now engaged
upon this heavy task. Some 1,500 men
have been employed, but this num-
ber should at the very least have been
doubled. .As the cuttings are blasted
out the spoil—as  the . engineers
call it—is utilized for fills, but no
other grading has been so far effected.
Indeed, when these cuttings are fully
completed little else will remain to be
done. By far the greater part of these
one hundred miles bas been sublet at
a price per cubic yard, and some thir-
ty camps have béen established. These
one hundred 1niles bring the new
transcontinental rodd to Copper river
and. it is sald that the next contract
which will include 140 miles, will ex-
tend from Copper river to Aldermere,
which will be let in the spring. The
men are paid from 25 to 80-cents per
hour and have been laboring from
to 8 hours per day and would do very
well” were it not for lost time through
unfavorable weather, while they pay
$5.25 a week for board. The contrac-
tors state that they would employ a

pr——— e
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which  will easily permit very mod-
erate foot spams and even as low as
100 feet. It is just possible that the
Skeena will be bridged above Cépper
' river and location lines have been run
l’on each side of the latter stream, but
as
is crossed it is extremely probable that
a drawbridge will. be provided..

| N& ‘snow had. fallen when he left
| Frandis Lake, on the 25th of Novem-
| ber, and he did.not reach Vancouver
juntil the 24th of December, although
{ only sixty miles in-a direct line from
tide-water he was compelled to travel
350 milea 'in order to reach Port Es-
sington. ’

Mr. Macdonald is the president of
!the Francis Lake Settlers’ Assoclation,
{and has come down for the purpose
of interviewing the government in
réference to the requirements of the
country in the way of trails, roads,
&te., for these people are at the present
time using the old Indian: trails which
in %ortions can be materially short-
ened.

KILLING OF ENGINEER
OBJECT OF WRECKERS

Theory of Authorities Regard-
ing Dastardly Work at
Bellingham

vancouver, Jan. 8.—Getting even
with Engineer John Daley, of the Great
Northern train service between.Van-
couver | and Seattle, because he had
testified against' the negro Jenkins
at Westminster a few months ago,. is
given as the purpose of the human
| fiends who last ‘night succeeded in
causing a wreck on the line near Bell-
ingham. p

The .theory upon which the peolice
| are working today is that the wrecking
‘ot the train was carried out by way of
{ revenge against Daley. The latter was
| the Great Northern locomotive driver
{ who last August saw Jenkins, the ne-
i gro, neéar the Great Northern tracks
‘nt ‘Hazelmere, just after the colored
l

man had killed Mrs. Mary Morrison
and fled. The afternoon train bound
| for Vancouver was. coming from the
south and the observant engineer took
special notice of the negro.

Daley freely gave evidence at the
trial which resulted in the conviction
of the negro. Jenkins has since been
! hanged. There is good ground for be-
i lieving, according to.information in the
i hands of the authorities, that the
wreck last night was planned to bring
‘about the death of the engineer. The
murderers cared not a particle if they
killed one hundred other people in
killing him.

_ Our evening contemporary says that
the Colonist during the late election
ridiculed all efforts in favor of rail-
way communjcdtion between Vancou-
ver Island and the Mairland by way of
Seymour Narrows. It is unfortunate
that our coptemporary cannot ap-
proach the cussion of a matter of
such vast importance without mis-
representation. We only mention the
matter to deny that the Colonist ever
did what it is charged with having

7!done, or anything :that could be so

construed. We did say that a subsidy
for 100 miles of railway to a company
not yet organized was an error, al-
though a general subsidy for such a
line would not be.

the Skeena 'is navigable, when it

ANNUAL CONVENTION
OF B.C. CONSERVATIVES

Will Be -Held in This City on
the Twentjy-Second Day
o of January

The second annual convention.of the
British Columbia Conservative Asso-
clation as at present organized will be
held in Victoria on the day after the
House meets, or January 22 The
president of the association. is G. H.
Barnard, ‘K.C., but as he will be in
Ottawa by that time, the first vice-
president, C. M. Woodworth, of Van-
couver, will probably preside.

The convention will be attended by
ten delegates from each constituency
in the province, making 420 in all.
"l‘hey are chosen by the Conservative
| clubs and organizations in the various

mass meeting. The delegates will prob-
ably discuss the live political issues of
the day and pass resolutions concern-
ing them.

The question
delegates
meeting has been left to a committee,
recently ~appointed, and thelr plans
will be announced as soon as they
have been definitely formulated. The
committee consists of J. W. Bolden,
chairman, W. H. Price and George
Penketh.

SEA’S HEAVY TOLL

The hungry sea laid a heavy toll
upon human life during the year 1908.
Some of the worst disasters of the
past twelve months were recorded in
Pacific waters. Loss of life at sea
last year upon the ocean was 2,273,
and upon inland waters 199, as com-
ared with 1,785 upon the ocean and
14 upon inland waters in 1907, X

One feature of the last year was the
large number of missing vessels,
whose fate will never be known. Both
in Atlantic and Pacific waters this list
is exceptionally large, and it.includes
the names of many well known ships
of all flags, for which hope was main-
tained for months, only. to be reluc-
tantly abandoned when there was no
possibility that disaster had not over-
taken them.

of entertaining the

heavy ice floes in the neighborhood of
Cape Horn, and the general opinion is
that not a few staunch ships met their
doom in the great/ bergs. This theory
is substantiated by the fact that not a

rounding the cape of storms.
The ships Arthur Sewall, Alacrita,

Bangalore, Falkland. Bank, Carnedd
Llewellyn and Castle Rock are among
those who mysteriously disappeared
with all hands.  No word of -any  kind,
not. a bit of wreckage, no clue what-
ever has ever reachied civilization to
tell what fate overtook these ships.
The ‘Castle Rock was bound from Aus-
tralia to Seattle with coal, and never
arrived. The others were bound on
voyages round Cape Horn.

The Asiatic coast witnessed disastefrs
in which the greatest loss of life is
recorded. The Japanese steamer Mat-
su Maru went down in the China Sea,
March 22, with a loss of 243. On June
8, the steamer Pow An was wrecked,
eighty been lost. The steamer Ying
King was lost on the same treacherous
coast, July 27, and 800 victims, mostly
natives, were drowned. A Japanese
steamer foundered in the China Sea
| November 27, and the loss of life is
given -at 700. The British steamer
Dunearn was caught in a typhoon Au-
gust 20, and went down in the China
Sea. Fifty-two lives were lost, only
two being saved of the entire crew.
On December 3, two Japanese vessels
were lost, the casualties being given
as 350. The steamer Ginsei Maru went
down off the coast of Japan, December
2, seventy being lost. In the wrecks of
the steamers Bankok and Taish Maru,

in the China Sea, 149 were drowned.

Undoubtedly the worst disaster of
1908 on this‘coast was the wreck of
the American cannery bark Star of
Bengal off Coronation Island, Septem-
ber 20. In this disaster 111 lives were
sacrificed, a ‘majority of thém Chinese
and Japanese.  Early in January the
British ship Hartfleld went to:pieces
off the coast of Vancouveér Island, not
a survivor living to tell the tale. Thirty
lives were lost.. Op' January 14 the
steamer Isfand Flyer was Iost on Puget
Soundy~the .death list being given as

fourfesn, h
d in the Pacific 1is

January’s rec
incomplete. withouit mention of ‘the loss

sections, and, where none  exist, by,

and providing a place of

The past year was characterized: by

few shipg were damaged by ice in°

of the American ship ‘Eclipsé, which

founidered north of the Hawalian I8+,
lands, while bound, from Newcastle,

Australia, to San-Erahcisco. - This oc-

curred -on -Janruary 19, three of the

crew being lost, ‘the: others eventually

making the island coast. In February,

the - unlucky  thirteenth, the American

ship [Emily Reed went ashore close to

the mouth ,of the Columbia river, and

ten unfortunate sailors were lo8t, the

others succeeding inrmaking’ land. On

May 1, the steam schooner Minnie E. Ay
Kelton went ashdre in® heavy weather

off the .soutliern .Qregon. coast and

eleven men went to a watery grave,

On March 7 the codfishing schooner

John -F. Miller was driven ashore in

the Aleutian group and ten men were

either drowned or frozen to death.

There were many other wrecks in
all parts of the world. - In January
two passenger steamers were lost off
the Morocco coast with a casualty list
of thirty. In February the steamer
St. Cuthbert burned at sea, fifteen men
being lost. The British cruisér Gladi-
ator was sunk off the Isle of Wight,
April 25, with a loss of thirty-six. The
list.also includes the following:

April 2, British torpedo boat des~
troyer Tier, English coast, 34; April 15,
steamer Gotalef, Swedish coast, 20;
May 27, schooner Fame, coast of Nova
Scotia, 27; May 30, steamer Ville de
Bruges, Congo river, 54; June 24,
steamer La Roche, Spanish coast, 38;
August 9, steamer Kirkwald, river
Elbe, 20; August 23, steamer Folger
Folden, coast of Norway, 40; Septem-
ber 1, ship Amazon, Welsh coast, 27;
September 4, steamer Luise, Portugal
coast, 50; September 10, bark Auburn-
dale, lost at sea, 28; September 27, ship
TLoch Finlas, Australian coast, 20; Oc-
tober 10, schooner Juanita, Grand
Banks, 26; ctober 28, steamer Yar-
mouth, North Sea, 23; November 21,
steamer Martinique, Spanish coast, 21;
November 26, steamer Finance, New
York, 4; December 4, steamer Soo City,
Newfoundland coast, 17; December 4,
steamer ‘N. M. Clemson, Lake Superior,
22.

YOSERIC DAMAGED ON
- -HER MAIDEN VOYAGE

New Weir Liner for Australian Run
Severely Strained on Voyage
«+ +- %o Philadelphia

The new Weir liner Yoseric which
is on her way to this coast via Phila-
delphia, to which port she carried a
cargo from Glasgow, to go into the
British Columbia, Puget Sound and
San Francisco trade to the Anti-
podes for the Weir line under the
agency of Frank Waterhouse & Co.,
of Seattle, suffered muen in the recent
Atlantic storms. Advices received yes-
terday state that the Yoseric had her

hull seriously strained and is leaking
seriously in all holds and tanks. She
was docked for examination and re-
pairs at Philadelphia. The Yoseric,
which is in command of Capt. Gray,
well known here as the former master
of the Duneric of the Weir line, is
a new steamer, the latest addition
to the Weir line. She was bullt a
few months ago at Glasgow. She is
of 4,463 tons gross register and is
valued at $130,000, fully insured.

The Daily Mail, of London, has
worked itself into quite a panic of fear
that Canada may enter into a reci-
procity treaty with the United States

and be lost to the Empire. The Mail
thinks it is highly patriotic in this
outburst, but it is only affected with
a bad attack of political partizanship.




