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?■ SS|=====6= = tag, no scenery, no mountains or val

leys, no rivers, no seasons—simply an 
existence without a pleasure, a life 
without a diversion. I appreciate the 
opportunity that was mine to Visit 
the island, and I appreciate the bless
ings of a life surrounded with all thel 
pleasures of society, religion and edu
cation aid the opportunities to en
joy to the full the manifold- gifts of 
a bountiful Creator; to revel In the 
splendors of the scenic wonders of the 
world and the majesty of natur. to 
have at hand the creations and in
ventions of man for the advancement 
of the human race.

Fanning island is Interesting; It is 
worthy of a hurried visit, a speedy de
parture, and withal it plays a very 
Important part in the intercourse of 
nations. Every cable message trans
mitted to or from the Southern hem
isphere is received and redespatched 
at this station. It la a link in the 
British commercial life that cannot 
be measured in land area, but rather 
piust be estimated for its utility and 
use. The very fact that it is a Brit
ish possession guarantees protection 
to every human being living on the 
island. It is another witness, testify
ing to the efficiency of the British gov
ernment to hold and control the out
posts of tha world in perfect peace 
and security, inspiring a loyalty the 
like of which is extended to no other 
government in the world by its colonial 
subjects. As we steamed away from 
this atom of creation with its hand
ful of human life. I experienced a 
sense of relief as Ii[ being Bet at lib
erty after a cènftaement of ineffable 
solitude.

aPi*!ffSrop i re
Fanning Isfand, the “All Red’’ Mid-Ocean Relay Gable Station-Bv A. A. Brown
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The Influence of Wagner’s WifeI):

CE His Advocate, Manager, Assistant—The Founder of His Domestic Life
/

FIRE-POT under a contract for three years. It continued for a period of two month. 
Is little better than criminal &«e or The first appearance of thTistand 
Imprisonment for they are far removed seen over the crest of the ocl'a 

and loved ones, and for curve is like a floating green mËZot 
their full term are required.to remain seaweed in the water- then with a 
on the island, depending for food sup- glass the outlines of the 
plies upon bi-monthly vesels which nut treescanbe dlscern^thenth; 
call in en route from Brisbane Queens- flat surface of the iïtand nir ro th 

» Vancouver. It is quite true, starboard, the residue” of the ° 
through the agency of the cable they ers of the island Sows from a tlnv 
are in constant, touch with the world’s speck Into a shanelv troSeëî 
important events but. who cari Imagine tag" resUng VpiC and ^surrounded 
a life of greater monotony than upon by a broad veranda protected by an 
a lone Island not even on the, great overhanging roof not 
ocean highway that the white-winged bungalow. The buildings of the cable 

,.of c°mmerpc may Pay station Were immediately over toe 
friendly visits. Upon the occasion of ship’s bow. They were nicturesmip in 
my visit, our vessel had steamed" from their coat of dark-redP n«mtS9U£iik 
Suva, steering a course some 200 miles trimmings of a lighter shade-’ the» 
east of the island, the captain be- were butit of brick the walta wereof tag familiar with the strength of a unusual thickness to^resTst the he^/ 
powerful western current which accord- as well as to constitute » fnnt lï,' 
tag to. his reckoning would carry him which was constantly kept à mmrtsS 
near his landtag. His calculations 0f stands of and 300,1 îriînÏTnï
were quite correct, tor just as the sun ammunition. The disparity in num- 
was sinking in a blaze of glory, send- bers of the white population there S- 
Ing streams of Are over the surface mg but fifteen men and three women 
of as calm a sea as ship ever dis- as against the “niggers •• turbed,, he steamed “Straight ahead,” about L50 it is Quite nèreMsï^fha? 
gnd made fast to a roadstead buoy. It the cable ’ station 2nd uftarSe, 
is not difficult to uttaersfapd that in prepared to suppress any incipient 
an island so small and flat a harbor revolution that might arise It iiK 
would be unthinkable- therefore a necessary to at Times make an ixtabl- 
buoy has been anchored some 30» tlon of their .preparedness 
yards from the beach. As we ap- ace to the blacks, who are of 
preached the island the water was far from being either docile or peace- 
covered with all kinds of craft, from -ful. They are repulsive tn look «\ 
the triin little oil launch attached to they are foul-smelling- and altogether 
the cable station, to the , native canoe undesirable as companions at 
and catamaran,: in which the island close quarters as is necessary on so 
niggers carried a variety of curios, limited a land area. However they are 

and some de- indispensable .as laborers and work 
llclous grenadlllas that had been for a mere pittance; their salary at grown by way of experiment in the no time exceeding £9 ^
grounds surrounding the cable station 
buildings. The officers flocked « on 
board the ship to get a glimpse of 
life as they once knew It, and to In
dulge in a square meal the like of 
which they had not known since the 
last ship was in port two months be
fore. The “niggers” came on board to 
sell their wares, and gather what 
gratuities they coiild from the ship’s 
passengers. Tt was a genuine 
to see the officers of the cable s 
eat; there was every evidence of real 
enjoyment; I imagine they must have 
prepared for this- feast by letting out 
their trouser waistbands to the limit.
I- have no doubt the 
contraction would be resumed not 
later than the following morning, and

In mid-ocean about two degrees from 
the equator is a mere Island speck, 
where the sun’s rays pour incessant 
1 eat from year’s end to year’s end, and 

it not that the sympathetic 
ocean calls gentle breezes into action 
to cool the atmosphere, life would be 
next to intolerable. I am quite within 
rhe range of truth when speaking of 
•gentle breezes,” for Fanning island 
;s quite out of the monsoonal line and 
hurricanes' like unto those that con
stancy menace Tahiti, FIJI, Samoa and 
other islands of the Central Pacific 
Lre entirely unknown. The total length 
lit the island is 11 miles, the breadth 
nut 7 miles, and instead' of having a 
mountainous interior as have the other 
islands of the Central Pacific, all of 
which are volcanic, In Its center is r 
great depresion, the shape of a human 
foot; it is known as “the print of the 
golden foot.” Why “golden ” I could 
never learn ; but as it is full of water 
it is not altogether an unmixed bless
ing for it affords a retreat for great 
flocks of ducks the shooting of which 
provides the only sport on the Island. 
The remaining rim of the island is 
uninteresting and certainly most mo
notonous to look at. At no point does 
it rise higher than four or five feet 
above the level of the sea; It Is en
tirely of a coral formation and Its only 
vegetation is a prolific growth of co- 
coanut forest and a coarse grass unfit 
for animals, so that there is not a do
mestic animal on the isiaul save a few 
dogs, the property of the officers of 
the British Cable station. For many 
* ears it has been owne ’ by the Grieg 
family and until the British govern
ment selected it for the mid-Paclfic 
cable station it had no other value 
than that which attached to It as a 
< uvoanut plantation, and for many 
veers it had no other European resi
dents than this one family. In addi
tion there came a number of Gilbut 

Island “niggers” employed to gather 
the cocoanut crop and make it Into 
copra, that it might easily be carried 
in small sailing crafts to Siwa. thence 
forwarded to the Australian markets. 
When the “All Red” cable was being 
laid, it was necessary to establish a 
relay station in mid-ocean, and Fan
ning island was selected.- Negotiatlpns 
were entered into between the govern
ment and the owners as to the annual 
rental which was finally agreed upon 
and the necessary buildings were erect
ed and officers and operators sent out

The master’s wife! That is what 
she was, this highly gifted 
whose passing from the world of 
sic is even now foreshadowed, 
the Vienna “Neue Freie Presse” of 
COsigia Wagner. The wife of 
nius — a creative 
Richard .Wagner, 
been the

fresh struggle, who brought him rest 
and peace and never failing hope. The 
restless wanderer had found hip home.

Ob August 25, 1870, in the midst of 
the tumult of War, the master was 
quietly married to Frau Cosima in the 
little Protestant Church of Luzerne, 
with Hqns Richter and Malvida von 

genius.. Before" Meysenburg, the idealist for witnesses, 
another had! Shortly afterward Siegfried Wagner 

saw the light of the world, “le précoce 
Siegfried,” as Marie von Muchanoff 
calls him in her recently published 
book of Wagner letters, remarking 
thereby with great satisfaction—echo
ing, no doubt, the feelings of the dis
tinguished Liszt-Wagner circle of 
friends—that it was not necessary for 
Fnau Cosima to renounce her Catholic 
faith. Such an indignity she could 
never have done her father, the Abbe 
Liszt. Her other children, all girls, 
also remained Catholics. Siegfried 
alone was baptized’a Protestant.

But this domestic happiness did not 
come to him unsought; it was a 
heavenly gift which he had to wrest 
from the hands of the-gods. There' 

-were ,two obstacles in the way of this 
union; Wagner was already married, 
and so was Cosima. In the year 1866, 
however, Frau Minna Wagner died and 
in his garden at least there was room 
f<* a new spring. But what if Hans 
von Bulow had tried to defend his de
serted fireside ?

He did not, howevér.. On the con
trary, with the most self-sacrificing 
friendliness he furthered the union be
tween his wife and the master. He and 
Cosima were convinced that the gt-eat 
Richard would never win his last and 
highest victory without the protection 
and comradeship of a loyal, under
standing, helpful wife. He arid. Cosi
ma were convinced that this coadjutor 
could Be no other than the woman who 
still bore the name of Frau v6h Bu
low. ‘ - .

Had she ceased to love her husband ? 
Did she already love the other man? 
Who can tell? It is rarely that the 
feminine heart has more than one 
chamber. She admired and respected 
the master’s art, and from loving his 
art perhaps she had passed to loving 
the artist, and this new love may have 
joined itself with the old one without 
extinguishing -it, just as a rose-bud 
appears on the branch with the full 
blown rose. He and Cosima parted 
from each other in perfect harmony, 
strange as it may seem.

It was in Munich, at the time of his 
unevpected advance in royal favor, that 
Wagner first met Cosima.

(like she was to the tender, 
specimens of femininity which bad 
bloomed In his path up to now. A 
lady, ta.lt and slender of most imposing 
presence, beautiful but forceful, with 
such a clear cut profile that it seem'ed 
as if nature _ had 
whether to make a man or woman of 
her; and yet she was always dressed 
in exquisite taste, quietly but elegant
ly, a Parisienne of the choicest circles. 
Paris was indeed her native city; at 
least it was her mother’s city.

Brought up and surrounded by art 
as by one of the life giving elements, 
the daughter of an artist, twice the 
wife of an artist, she herself never be
came an artist. It is easier to believe 
that the spirit of her paternal grand
father was rehabliated in her, the 
spirit of that Adam Liszt who was at 
one time private treasurer of a Prince 
Esterhazy. Her. name had even found 
a place in the legal world, and is con
nected with the lex Cosima which 
deals with an Important decision re
lating to the disposition of the pro
perty of the clergy. 'Not an artist 
herself, still she was accustomed to 
take hold of things relating to art 
with a strong and practiced hand. She 
possessed ability as a stage manager, 
and as early as 1876, when the “Ring 
des Nibelungen” was being staged for 
the first time, she assisted bravely. 
She appears to have been a sort of 
property master for her husband, to 
have looked out for all kinds of se
condary things which appear unimpor
tant to the laity, but the absencexof 
which at the performance may prove 
fatal.

Three women have been important 
factors In Richard Wagner’s life; one 
whom he married, one, whom ' he loved 
and one who married bigg; Unfortun
ately Minna had to share the meager- 
est years of his life, she had to sti«er 
and. starve with him. She was the 
martyr of his coming success. The 
beautiful Mathilde we greet as the 
master’s muse. Frau Cosima came 
last powerful and resolute, his advo
cate, his manager, his assistant, the 
founder of his domestic life, the house
wife of Wahnffied. And so the last 
shall be first. She brought him not 
perhaps the highest bliss, bqt surely 
the greatest happiness.
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as it
seem, there can be no doubt that her 
married life with Hans von 
was a thoroughly happy one, still we 
never hear that she assisted: him in 
any way or was at all necessary to 
his artistic development. Nor was it 
given her to perform this highest la
bor of love even for her second and 
Infinitely more distinguished husi- 
bam}. For virhen she and the master 
were united In marriage, his work, 
the music of the future, was almost 
completed and was fast becoming the 
music of the present, and' the. Bay
reuth idea was already evolving it
self out of its creator’s brain. „

We can but..conjecture -whether his 
great Idea would ever have become a 

a* ftiat time, when he was 
righting his last and bitterest fight 
against adverse fortunes, Richard 
Wagner had not had at his aide a cle- 
ver, high-minded and far seeing wo
man, a perfect housewife, who estab
lished his home on a solid basis, and 
shielded him with her loving care.

How restless the life he "had up to 
this time ! In Dresden, Zurich, Ve
nice, Paris, Vienna, Munich, Luzerne 
—everywhere he had sought a per
manent place of abode, everywhere 
found but a temporary shelter, every
where he was but a homeless strang
er, an eternal wanderer,- his whole life 
had been nothing but a flitting from 
one-roof to another. And then, when 
he was venturing his highest and best, 
when the German nation, shaken to its 
foundations by the storms of war, had 
beedme capable of receiving this high
est and best, then in those days, which 
marked a turn in the fortunes of the 
one as well as of the many, he found 
the woman he needed, the woman who 
cooled his burning brow, after the bat
tle, who whispered courage for the
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The Oldest Secret Society

iryà 1 Neither the "Naples ■ Camorra, the 
Paris Apaches, nor the Black Hand of 
America is the most powerful and ter
rible secret society in the whole world 
in spite of the harrowing details of 
their ghastly work which is already 
well known. The palm must go to the 
Mafia, which flourishes iri Italy, and 
has done so for more than 300 years. 
This society, -whiyh works so swiftly 
and silently, yet so surely, was found1 
ed In Sicily for protection against the 
injustice of foreign rulers.

He who is of the Mafia is almost 
sure to do well, and may even escape 
justice after committing the mosj ser
ious crimes. It is said that the secret 
of the success of the famous Crispi 
was that he was one of the Mafia. If 
à member open a new shop, the word 
is given round,* and all the other mem
bers in the neighborhood flock to it 
with their custom; Jf one of the Ma
fiosi, as they are called, is putting up 
for an election the influence of the 
order is set to work in every direction 
in his favor; if one commits a crime 
he may be let off because the
and jury are his brothers; and ___
long since a man murdered another in 
the streets of Palermo and was caught 
the next moment, but he broke away 
from his captors, and upon the instant 

.the cry of “Mafiosi!" was sent round, 
and eveçy possible impediment was 
put in the way of the pursuit, so that 
It failed, and the mala got free. Sub
sequently- the’ police -discovered his 
whereabouts, but they dared not ar
rest him, for tear offthe Mafia. ,

It is not art- easy thing to Join the 
Mafia, and the tests' aS to -whether" a5ETM Mg&KSâ s
very strict. He ha# to go through 
many probationary trials, but when,at 
last the committees are satisfied that 
he, is a good candidate, he is duly in
itiated. The candidate has then to go 
through a terrible ceremony. First of 
all' à cut Is made in His body and a 
quantity of blood is drawn from it, 
and with thts "he smears an Image of 
his favorite saint, and then sets the 
image on fire. Immediately taklng’ an 
oath in the following Words: “I swear 

to be faithful to the 
As this saint and the

such

t
per iimitimj

many work for from £3 to £5; in 
addition to these wages they are pro
vided with food. “

Vancouver, St. John. N.B.
ocal Agents. The only sport to 

be enjoyed is duck shooting on the 
lagoon, and fishing. » There are great 
schools- of sharks constantly hover
ing about the island. Killing them 
affords a most exciting diversion from 
duty, which must be uninteresting and 
monotonous.

Considerable sport Is provided In 
capturing
brutes are not .unlike a lobster in 
shape, but very much larger, 
seen them spread two feet from tip 
to tip of claws. They have great 
pbwer. They climb a cocoanut tree, 
cut off the fruit, then follow it to the 
ground. They press the points of 
their claws into the eyes of the co
coanut, then pull it apart as easilv as 
a boy gets, into the inside of a toy 
drum to see where the noise comes 
from. Let me give an idea of their 
strèngth by another illustration. If 
a mineral or aebated water bottle 
were placed in their claws, they would 
cut it -through as easily as a seam
stress would cut a piece of cloth with 
a keen-edged pair of scissors. They 
burrow in the coral rock, entering 
backwards after their burrow is com
plete, If a gaff hook Were used to 
pull one of them out, they would 
spread their claws against the walls 
of the burrow and submit to being 
torn to pieces rather than surrender.

The island Is a British possession, 
in which American moneÿ is current, 
and New Zealand postage is in use.

As indicated, there are but three 
white women on the island—wives of 
the cable .station, surgeon, .superinten
dent and' chief operator. For their 
pleasure there is a lawn tennis court. 
They also have a gymnasium; but 
there is little opportunity for indulg
ing in neighborhood gossip over* the 

; back fence. It is altogether a dull, 
dreary, uninteresting life, remarkable 

: rather for the ordinary comforts of 
life impossible to obtain. No news
paper, no church, no schools, no en
tertainment (save such as they may 
organize fpr themselves), no cars, car
riages, horses, or means of locomotion 
other -than walking, no stores, no 
neighbors, no tea parties, no motor-
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treat
station cocoanut crabs. These
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drops of Tpy blood are destroyed, so 
wilL I shed all the blood I have for the 
fraternity- and as’ these ashes and this 
blood can never be restored to me* so 
can I never again become free from 
the brotherhood.”

Then the new iniate has tQ draw a
revolver and shoot, at a crucifix to Societies for ’ the advancement of worn- 
show that he would be willing at any anhood could find abundant work in Bel- 
time to kill his nearest relation or gium-
most intimate friend, if commanded to » Today the land of King Leopold is per- 
do so. He is'then a full member, and J1®1** fm?her behind the times in its
manUe^dH?sbnameWensreI member”!* of®!^ 661 ^

8 tls Here woman still does the manual labor
not entered in any books but it is duly of the land as she once did it "auover the 
forwarded to the headquarters, and wort». The voice of progress, whose' 
then it is *oommunieated by word of modern note is spelling emancipation 
mouth to all the other members in the eTC1?where else, has not yet sounded fdr 
district where he lives. These other ^ woman of the little strip of land 173 
members teach him all the other signs 5lle® by 112 that in the name of
ft”?* neceBS&rv° he shouki*Ironw ^‘5 «ta woman i8 the nation'*
A *!! e ®h°ul5 know, and he farmer, miner, laborer and mechanic. She
at once becomes an active member. tolls from dawn till sunset at the heaviest

The headquarters of the brothe.hood “nd none t>ltles or makes
One wie? mOVe1 abo^ Thf Ilitle country, of whose existence

are in one place, and she Is the corner stone, is one of the most 
tne next one in another at the other densely populated in the world, and every 
end of the country. Nobody ever square mile of territory must support 485 
knows, except the members, where to persons. That tt to able to do so is only 
put their fingers . on the1 Mafia. In peruse of the industry, the slavish will-
each town there is » kind of chief îhc women of the country to
agent, who is kept posted np with the Satins fi** ^eHlr fr°m wMch otiler 
doings and movements of headquart- The sol? of Belgium is well adnnted to
mem hers 'bem t0 tlle a?ri9ultVJe- The once impassable morasses
members concerned. of the Moçini and the Menapii have been

drained ând converted into fertile fields, 
surrounded by dense plantations. A sys
tem of canals helps the Scheldt and the 

-Maas in their work of Irrigating the land, 
and the variations, of climate from very 
hot summers to extremely cold winters 
give advantages 'for the production of 
varied farm stuffs that are denied to 
the neighboring country of Holland.

•But the seed sown by nature would 
never be reaped If the work of doing it 
were to be left to man.
4 of' the country, someTjOOO.OOO, is divided into the proportion 
®f three rural dwellers to one who lives 
in the city and probaoly the sltme pro
portion, three to one, would show th'J 
number .of women and children as against 
men who toll in the fields.

Centuries of habit have made man re- 
gard the Belgian woman as a natural wage 
0a™er- If he is industrious he works in 
the factory, while she goes out and raises 
the farm produce that is eaten on his 
table, and, when there Is a surplus, sold.

Young women and old think nothing of 
working a twelve-hour day in the fields, 
where wheat, barley, rye, oats, hemp, flax, 
hops, dye plants and chicory are prepared 
for the markets.

In the hundreds of acres devoted to 
vineyards, where is produced a fair, but 
P2Î. wine, R is women who do the
bulk of the work* and the gournàand who 
drinks a bottle of wine with a Belgian 
ment h&8 wo*ian to tha°k for bis enjoy-

Bnt it is not alone at farming that *he 
women of Leopold's realm toll for their keep.
.Incredible «s It may seem, they are ac
tually miners, and no small pajrt of The 
valuable mineral output of the country re
sults from their efforts.

In the United States it has always been 
a matter of concern with humanitarians 
that in order that the world might be 
supplied with coal men must do all the 
dangerous work incident to mining and 
getting it to the market. Touching arti- 
c,leLhave been wrltten on the danger of 
oinking shafts, of blasting the coal from 
ts natura! state with dynamite, of getting 

face° the anti €arry4“S it to the
The miseries of the breaker boys, who 

sit In the dusty whirl and confusion of 
the lofty ramshackle building picking the 
slate from the coal as it moves before 
them on long chutes, has often been paint
ed as a sad picture of toil and misery time 
has gone far to give the coal miners sup- 
port in their various contentious with 
wages employers Gver th€ question of

Every now and then some accident, a 
cave-in, an explosion or a washout, dl- 
reettr attention >o the aangers that beset 
the life of thé miner, and an indignant 
and watchful public forces legislatures to 
pass laws in order to give the man with 
the pick every possible pr3te't!o?i.

In this country, the miners, èubject of 
so much solicitude, are men. but In Bel
gium the same dangers, privations and ex
hausting work are the portion of woman.

In _ all the Belgian mines women work 
at the surface, handle coal, push wagons 
and do the work that breaker boys 
compltoh in the United States. In some 
of the mines they are not permitted to go 
below the surface, but in others they actu
ally compete with the male miners.

So in all the centres o* the various 
minerals, at Liege, where copper to 
wrought; at the black marble quarries of 
Haut, the slate quarries o{ Herbemont 
and cal Indue mines of Liege, there will 
oe found women working, 
cases very grateful for the

[ The First Engine Driver$6,000,000.00 i 
$4,000,000.00 Belgium Women Toilersjudge

tiotWonderful to relate, the engine- “It was at this juncture that I was 
driver who ran the famous Rocket of recommended to Robert Stephenson as 
George Stephenson, the first passenger the most capable man. Really, how- 
locomotive to draw a passenger train ever, I was only a boy, being not yet 
in the world, is still alive, in good sixteen years of age. I had assisted 
health. He celebrated his 92nd birth- in the construction. I understood the 
day a few wefks ago at his home in operation, aiTd I was enthusiastic Ste- 
America. Edward Ehtwistle is the phenson subjected me to a minute, 
name of the man who has this unique examination, a,nd at last entrusted the 
claim to distinction. In his humble engine to my care. I stepped into the 
home he delights to live over the old cab, pulled the throttle, the steam 
days and tell the storyr of the prépara- hissed, the wheels creaked and groan- 
lions and the trial trip, the events of ed, and amid the cheers of thousands 
which are fresh in his mind from fro- upon ‘thousands of people we started 
quent iteration. His story is told in on our journey—slow at first, but 
this manner: soon more rapidly, until we were bow-

“I was born at Tilsey’s Bank, Lan- ling pleasantly along the country, with 
cashlre, England, March 24 1815. When a continual accompaniment of cheers 
less than fifteen years old I was ap- and shouts. Ah! that was a glorious 
prenticed for seven years to the trade day for the Stephensons—^nd for me! 
of mechanical engineering in the large “For two years Ï'retained my post 
works of George Stephenson and his at the throttle of the Rocket, making 
ti0»T i at Newcastle. daily trips between Liverpool and

In 1828 the Liverpool and Man- Manchester, a distance of thirty-one 
Chester Railway company began build- miles. One time I succeeded in mak
ing a railroad across Chat Moss, an ing the trip in about thirty minutes, 
immense bog between the two cities, but that was too much like flying. A 
©team carriages had been in use for more moderate speed was sufficient in 
some time carrying light merchandise those days. **

to/elements

ç«adeT$
ticalVabut°flnaBv Ctoe<rtffpSrCeP" wel1 Pleased with my services that, as",
nriti v Rmw y d dî? t0 a a special favor, I secured a post as se-
e? th»t engine, condition- cond engineer in one of the Duke of ,
coisum. i°f aix ton® weight it must Bridgewater’s sailing vessels, where I

sm?ke; draV’a?ay ,b7 remained for six years, and then I
own J*,./ v we‘6bt’ Including its eame to America to make this 
own water tank and tender, at ten trv. hnm#> ” 
miles per hour; with A steam pressure f „
not exceeding 501b per square inch, _As(tîf î,be Rocket; was-c,aP ,vffy 
and must be delivered at the. Liverpool Primitive,’’ comments Mr Entwlstle. 
end of the road before October . 1,1829. But I am still loyal to that old

“My employers, the Stephensons, de- ®lne- and Jove it as though it were a
elded to compete for Uuf prize, pot- bJima-n being. It was the first, and 
withstanding-the opinion of the lead- aHowances must be made for its çru- 
ing engineers of the country that notBu‘ the Rocket revolutionized 
only a high speed engine, but the traffic and transportation, and I never 
building of the road, w"ould be a fail- lo?k at an£ °£ the leviathans or moguls 
are. The elder Stephenson contracted dash by within sound of my
to construct the railroad across the home now without reflecting that they 
bog, a huge undertaking. The locomo- fje, after all, the direct outgrowth of 
live was constructed in the shops that strange clumsy-looking engine \ 
where I was employed, I being engag- drove three-quarters of a century ago. 
ed for some weeks on* various parts ôf Seventy-five years make a , great 
«s mechanism and assisting in put- change in anything, hut when you 
ting it together at the last. I was come to consider it seriously, 
then but 1 mere ia4,’ but had good engines of today are not such a won- 
mechanteal ingenuity and understood .derfpl advance on that first one. The 
machinery thoroughly, having a spe- same Principle is still followed, the 
dal knack and fancy for it. When sam6 sauge is maintained, t 
our locomotive was completed it was 
named the Rocket, was given a trial 
trip, and won the prize against t^tree 
competitors, settling the question for 
all time whether horse traction or 
steam traction was to be used on rail
roads. v ; ;

"After the trial trip the Rocket was 
Put in service hauling material for 
construction of the road. The gaqge 
was 4 ft. 8 1-2 in., or that of the regu
lar wagon road, Stephenson intending 
that if his locomotive failed on iron 
rails to run it on dirt roads. It is a 
singular fact that the gauge of the 
Rocket has been the standard 
of railroads all over the world.

)\

iss Conducted - taken in the wages paid them, w 
for the most i-art pitifully email.

When Dowie, as part of bis dream of 
à modem Zion in the United States, 
brought a number of lace workers from 
Belgium with the idea of making a for
tune from thélr work, he made them no 
extravagant offers of salary, yet their in
come was as much in one day as it had 
been in a month in their natîVe land. 
.“But the'- lot of these linen workers and 
lace makers i* a dream -of: luxury com
pared to what some other Belgian women 
must endure.

It is hard to conceive of a woman brick- 
maker, bet they have them in Belgium 
by the thousand. Their part of the work 
is to prepare the clay for the molders who 
actually make the bricks.

Prom early in the morning till late eve
ning the (Flemish woman or girl -aits in 
front of the mass of wet clay, getting it 
to the proper consistency. No matter how 
hot the rays of the sun, no matter how 
the alternations of temperature, the com
parative cold of the morning and the 
tense heat of mid-day, expose her to 
rheumatism and other ills, she must stick 
to her work, day in and day out, and for 
this toil she receives a compensation that 
the poorest paid shop girl in the United 
States would sneer at.

Only a few hours’ ride away Is Parte, 
the centre of the world’s civilization, and 
in another direction is England, where the 
suffragists are carrying on their battle 
for equal political rights with men, but 
the Flemish woman knows nothing of 
this as she digs into her clay. Her mother - 
did the same before her, and she thinks 
It. only her fit portion In the battle of

Still

Uich erec-
■1

partment
and upwar<js~$md 
f deposit find 
:s a year

à

*«■0.ai;lit* iiJÎÀ
s

mpt attention, deposits can 
thout any delay.

‘ 3 2:
TAYLOR, Manager

in-

on ray honor 
brotherhood.

ITY STORE
Gentlemen Guides in London

lile.coun- another unfortunate section of 
King Leopold's feminine population 
its livelihood working in the oyster parks. 
The women don breeches like a man, and 
labor as hard as the strongest

or husbands, 
is permitted In

- Tne average Londoner is quick to that I stayed at one of the biggest 
notice any advertising device, out of hotels in this metropolis, than ever j 
the ordinary, and although it was not felt in West Africa or in the great 
to him that they were meant directly Northwest. This was solely bedause' I 
to appeal, his attention was aroused had nobody to take me in hand and 
to the highest pitch by a band of show me things, and explain them in 
sandwichmen, dressed in the latest an intelligent manner, unless T fell 
Bond Street fashion, wjio paraded back on the uniformed guide and oid- 
West End thoroughfares last week, fashioned courier.
bearing the amazed glances of passers “Very well, then. One day, in a 
(by with perfect equanimity. These ruminating spirit, I Said to myself, 
silk-hatted, frock-coated, patent leath- ‘Now, I’ve been everything in turn, 
er-booted, lavender-gloved dandles èx- from a bellicose soldier to a peaceable 
uded the atmosphere of clubland—at fur-trader, but I’ve never tried pro
least, by a little stretch of the imag- viding the traveller in a strange land
ination they could have been made to with a guide, philosopher, and friend; 
do so—as they trod the roadyay with so I’M get a hustle on and see Whether 
Jaunty air, as who should say, "To I can’t obtain some shepherds for the 
speak to me the charge is half , a poor lost sheep who stray over to this 
guinea* “Lor lumme. Bill," said due side from America.’ 'Soon afterwards 
bright District Messenger youth to I established branch offices over there 
another, as he indieated a particular- anp instructed my agents to spread the 
ly dandified bearer qt sandwich- news of the opening in this country of 
boards, who, in addition to the ordtn- a guide bureau. My plan was to" su- 
ary garb of the well-to-do, sported a persede the uniformed guide, with 
fine camellia in his button-hole, -bis monotonous, -parrot-like descrip-
"strikes me that ’ere bloke’s Lord---------. tiôn of places and things, by smart.
P’raps 'e’s doin’ of it for ter win a well-dressed, educated men who move
bet.” The sandwich-man certainly in the best circles. I wanted to give
bore a remarkable facial resemblance Americans a real idea of English life
to the scion of our. nobility whom the “Our guides,” he went on, “are all 
ingenuous youngster named, but as gentlemen holding commissions in the 

probably would not feel Army or University degrees. They 
1 honored by the comparison-, perhaps it will take any visitor who is well in- 
were better to omit his name. troduced and show him the real life of

“What do you think of my Idea?” 5?S1‘ïniî- By that I mean they Will
cried Captain Ansell, of the American ,aTr .,uce at their clubs, allow
Guide Bureau, when I called bn him „ u?e,of their automobiles, and
later at the address given on the sand- S'neral,y Ia , him everywhere. To 
wich-boards, to probe the meaning of „„,e.m°re 8eri°us visitors, who do not' 
this astonishing display, and, inciden- , 5° Into society, but desire to
tally, also to learn whether the dan- s5eT historical and intellectual side
dies were “the real article” or not. r°ndoJL’,,t J'ave aJTanged that their 
“Yes,” said the Captain, nodding his ÏU?"?? sl}a1' be gratified to the fullest 
head and rubbing his hands together thls connection a series of
with an air of satisfaction, “they are ®,,°rt,J®Ptures wilI be given by univer- 
genuine sandwich-men, though tew lecturers at the .various London 
people would think so to look at 55™? thia seaa°u. on subjects of in
itiera. When I started them out I had *F®st Jhe student and afterwards 
some trouble with the police who said to. ,thc Pla5ea described will be
the men’s appearance was derogatory Tai„'1„Alrea?y 1 baPa, ,several young 
to the gentlemen of this country. You 5,““ica,““t„Wv0 takI,nf JJ*eir first 
see, I wanted to catch the eye of the Fj,unEp.J,nto English social life under 
tourist in London; and although this ray Suideç, and I am
Bureau has only recently been started, TT6V . , ,
Pm evidently oil the right tack, for the , „,e-„v St le°turf> which was given
results have been far beyond my ex- WPS ?n Fascination of
pectations. Ancient London,’ and was delivered by

“But let me tell you the meaning of sec of6the, London and ^Middlesdi 
it all from the beginning. First and Archaeological^kxdety. And when toe 
foremost, I know my way pretty well visits Are made to the places descrlh m °ver ‘he world, having lived in ed it will not be the ordinary touris't 
thl^J"Seven vs,erent countrjea. and things that will be seen, but the hid- 
acted as soldier, tniner, furtrader, den-away, jealously-guarded, myster- 
trapper, huiler anything that came ious little nooks and corners that most W'ZZ through two South people'don’t know of And toatwill
Ameriran revolutions, served as trans- be toe governing idea of all my tours 
port offiecr in the Boer-wa-r, helped to —and of my scheme. It will always 
quell the last Zulu rising, traded in be the unattainable that will be at- 
furs on the Siberian coast, and drove tained. e aI
the first United States dog team mail “I snould like to add' thst the a™ 
a distance of 1,800 toiles. Now, when erican Guide Bureau will not interfere 
r came to London from the Klondike, with any existing rendezvous for 4.m-
nfeIVnv le,haPlhTd, to, geî s™,Lidea erican® m London,” continued the au- 
of English life, instead of which, I thor of this ambitious scheme “It’s 
felt more Isolated, in dpite of the fact ail a question of dollars. If American

tiES visitors are prepared tb pay the piper 
they can call the tune. In other words, 
if they want to get into the Royal En-^ 
closure at Ascot, I can manage it— 
they pay. If they want to mix with 
aristocratic folks at Rahelagh or Hur- 
lingham I can manage it—they pay. 
Ir they want to become, membefs of 
London clubs, it ^vill be managed for 
them. I can also map out a world’s 
tour, giving the traveller riot only the 
places worth visiting, but even the 
hotels to stop at

“Then there is the question of shop
ping in London. An American has 
only to go into a shop and ask for 
something In his best American drawl, 
and the honest London shopkeeper 
immediately sticks 50 per cent, on to 
the ordinary price of the article. But
let, ,hïm 80 into the shop under the 
guidance of a well-known society man, 
And its more than likely the shop
keeper will knock something off the

finds

4
of tffelren- sons, fathers, brothers 

Naturally where this 
Leopold's own realm, that ~ country in 
which he resides and of whose conditions 
he can not foe Ignorant, it is not to be 
expected that he would be over scrupulous 
as to what goes on in the far off Congo, 

whence he derives the fabulons in
come which makes him one of the richest 
sovereigns in Europe.
sT,°ng.'l ua,tlTe women are still nsed for 

i g,sthe bLavy carrying of the caravans 
S2 ,llft haul, loads that woold 
fthe strength of the strongest man 

There te nobody to protect theto, none
__ _ the native Congo man has

no regard whatever for. the comfort of his 
?7n- He regards them as inferior to 
to“drudg?ryeTery reSpeCt’ and ocly.tltteO
Thevr ™ *b,e Belgium soldiers protest. They are only for the money they can 
return to their king from the great rub
ber industry, and he 1» too busy with the 
wiles of the kind of Cleo de Merode to 
bother about justice’to woman

you money. Mail <Jr- 
tention.

Ltd.
VICTORIA, B.C. to protest, forthe I
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E t Caruso’s- Fight- With a> Rival.
*. When Carkno was a child of ten he 
was sent to the Brongetti Institute, 
where he found an antagonist spirit 
in a Boy named Peter. As soon as it 
was discovered that Caruso had a 
good tenor voice he became a rival of 
Peter's for the latter had hitherto 
been considered the best singer in 
the school.
. /At the end of th8 second year Car
uso received a gold medal for his sing
ing His rival was so enraged at this 
that he attacked him viciously with 
his fists. What followed is best de
scribed in toe great singer’s own 
words :

“I returned his blow 
Better than he sent, 
could be separated chianti flowed from 
Peter’s nose. It must have been a 
humorous scene, to see two little boys 
fighting viciously, for the doubtful 
honoj, each in his Sunday clothes, be
fore the assembled parents and facul
ty. However, sympathy seemed to be 
with Peter, for the -head 'master, or 
Présidente, as we called him, repri
manded me severely before everybody.

"I became greatly enraged then, and 
tore off my gold medal and threw it 
on the floor at his feet. Then my 
father came up and said he would take 
care of me.. On arrival home he gave 
me a spanking, and I vowed then and 
there that I would sing no more in toe 
institute. Auid I never did.”

Perhaps you know, Captain AnselL 
that this system of conducted shop
ping has already been started by 
ciety ladies in London!’!

“Yes, I,do know it,” was the 
reply. “Moreover, .1 have the names 
of several titled Ifdies on my books at 
the present moment, who are willing— 
nay, anxious—to help American visi- 
to*g on shopping expeditions, provided 
they are well paid for their trouble. 
I repeat, it’s all a question of dollars. 
I do not, however undertake to supply 
lady tourists with guides about town, 

solely to help them to shop 
cessfully.”

■o-
Patti on “Salome."

Adelina Patti does not like Strauss’s 
"Salome.”

“What a part,” she exclaimed, after 
hearing it sung in Paris. “I would not 
sing it for anything. I put up a prayer 
in my box during the performance, I 
was so much terrified by the apparition 
of the head of St. John the Baptist.”

I am a good Catholic, and nothing 
would have ever made me sing in a 
Biblical play on the stage. Then Sal
ome ought not to kiss St. John’s lips,

“The Bible says it was her mother 
Herodias, who asked for John’s head, 
not she, and that she gave it to Her
edias. After hearing ‘Salome’ even 
those who do not like Wagner will 
exalt him.

so-
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Lord
>>

■8

;d.” gauge

“When toe railroad was. completed,
September IS, 1830, was set for toe 
date of toe trial trip drawing passen
ger ears. The train consisted of two 
double-decked carriages, each seating 
eighteen persons—-nine on the . -upper 
deck and nine below. The weight of 
the fourteen was not quite ten tons.
The average speed was fourteen miles 
an hour, although at times we got as 
high as twenty-nine miles afi hour.

“I shall never forget that trial trip.
The Stephensons and a few of us in 
th- shop, who knew what the engine 
could do were about all who believed 
111 it. The rest of toe world _ was, 
sceptical; and most of the - world 
abound about turned ont to witness 

' 1 vial trip, the line of railway be- 
ined with people from end to end.

"agers were freely laid that toe en- 
gin would not succeed—even that 
’he trial would ifot be attempted.

“It was an historic; a nervous, day 
’or all of us. At the last moment it 

; learned that for some reason, flow 
I"’gotten by me, the man who had 

' n scheduled to run the engine on 
ts £‘rat trip was not available. I do 

V't know whether he lost faith,'whe- 
's r he was temporarily ill, or what 
w-a become of him. The Stephen- 
ous were dismayed; all was in readi-|.sh<> replied ip a slightly scornful tope. 

; s *or the trip? theÿ Vretê sure the “No,” he answered, Tt will be quite 
■ Ket would succeed, but who was to short. In fact, it will consist of only 

tj^at the throttle? two words—‘Don’t try!' "

but sue-

ware Co., Ld. Value of Foreign Titles
Among the other duties of the Am

erican newspaper Is that of looking 
after the interests of rich unmarried 
girls. It is continually giving them 
Information, on the values of various 
foreign titles, so that if they want to 
indulge in the luxury of being 
“my lady" or “your highness,” 
will know where to took, 
stance, they are told: 
that peerages are now worthy of but 
half respect, 
are

gave him 
before we

f, and 
land m

ENTS.
Telephone 59.

As for ine, I adore Wagner. I have 
never sung his music on toe stage. He 
did not compose for my voice as Verdi 
and Gounod did. But I love him all 
the same. I never met Wagner, be
cause he refused to know

called 
they 

For in- 
The truth is

dey Valley Only two of them
. . . J ■■PHI- . ^ -I
taken, the English and the dignities 
confined to the mediatized Teutonic 
families. And the latter of these is 
not open to. American ambitions: 
Scandal aside, the British peerage Is 
the best of its kind.

me.
"And the reason was that-1 refused 

to create the part of Kundry in Parsifal 
Wagner had often heard me sing , at ’ 
Covent Garden, and told my brother- 
in-law, Maurice Strakopch, that he 
was writing the part of Kundry for 
me. But I thought there was a great 
deal of shrieking to do in toe part 
and refused to sing it.

"Wagner was furious and refused to 
meet me. All of which has never pre
vented me from lauding his music to 
to the skies.”

really to be:
can be fully 

Store at Hazel- 
<ed in cotton 
>n with business.

ac-

. , An American
girl looking for (foreign honors 
better realise her ambition in marry
ing a mere English baronet than by 
contracting half a dozen alliances with 
Russian Princes, papal princes, and 
sud» There are dues in France, but 
tjreir only value is as contributors to 
the government income, by the sarcas
tically graded scale that puts more of 
a price on them the farther up they 
go. One exception may be made to 
this general rule, for the Royalists 
still hold levees, and to them a title 
is instinct with meaning and dignity

■ »can
s,

izelton, B. C
■o-

To Manage a Woman
“I am writing an article,” he said, 

on “The way to manage"a woman.”
“I suppose it will • be a long one,”

and in most 
opp.i.iunlty. 

At the great seats of the linen industry

foant, Mechlin or 3$alines in Antwerp. 
Tourney in Hainault, Women are employed 
in great numbers and are more skilled than 
men. But uo account o* iheir ability Is

I Hazelton
Strictly Accurate

altercation ?’PriS°ner Strlke you ,D th»

more°American.tl,e
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