Grows Worse

.

Chief Commissioner Wells Makes
Some Surprising Statements
to Committee.

Y

Teleﬁrams to and From S8ir|ent.

Thomas Shaughnessy Re-
garded “Prlvate.”\

Joseph Martin Comes From 8Sick
Bed to Disclaim Connection
With Scanda .

Hon. W. C. Wells, chief commissioner

of lands and works took the witness stand
virtually all yesterday before the Colum-
bia & Western land grants commission,
being cross-examined at great length by
Mr. Duff—with still further investigation
through him reserved for when the com-
mittee resumes its business this morning.
As breaks in the monotony of the Chief
Commissioner’s examination, Mr, Gore,
his deputy, gave evidence concerning the
preparation of certain orders-in-council
from “outside memoranda,” and Mr.
Joseph Martin came from the hospital at
his own request to make a voluntary
statement repudiating any knowledge of
the transaction with which rumors have
connected him—as being one of the two
members to receive an interest in the
subsidiary company. Several telegrams
addressed to the committee chairman,
and to Mr. Wells, apparently from Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy at Montreal, found
their way to the long table during the
day, and were passed .fror'n hand to
hand for interested examination by com-
mittee members and counsel, bemg re-
served however from the public gaze.
From present appearances the committee
.cannot complete its formidable task dur-
ing the present week, and further ad-
journment of the legislature may poS-
sibly be necessary. Meanwhile the busi-
ness of sifting evidence is proceeding as
rapidly as may be. This morning it is
expected that Mr. Wells’ testimony will
be concluded, while it is also probable
that Deputy Attorney-General McLean
will go upon the stand.

In resuming his evidence yesterday,
Hon, Mr. Wells declared that the change
affirmed by order-in-council on the 19th
December, 1900, giving these two par-
ticular blocks to the British Columbia
Southern, was made at Mr. W. J. Tay-
lor’s suggestion, and through his per-
sonal effort, although Mr. Taylor had
denied before the committee that he had
taken any active part in either this or
the Columbia & Western matter. M.
Taylor had produced the draft of the
ministerial recommendation upon which
the order-in-council was to be framed,
and it was this draft that was used in
the department, the substance being put
in regular form, and Mr. Gore, at his
own initiative, adding one other clause
regarding surveys, to which Mr. Taylor
had vigorously object?d, l}oldlng that it
might hamper the project in ha'x_ld‘ When
he (Wells) had returned to Victoria in
early August, 1901, he had been told
by Mr. McNeill, his secretary, that dur-
ing his absence from the city, a letter
had been received from Geo. MecL.
Brown, which Mr. Turner had taken
charge of in his (Well's) absence, and
which had been laid before the execu-
tive. Afterwards Mr. Dunsmuir had
told Mr. McNeill that Mr. Turner would
give directions in the matter to Mr.
Wells himself. He did not remember
having received any such directions from
the then acting Premier. The meeting of
the 10th August was merely to give ef-
fect to matters already virtually settled
in executive.

After the Crown grants were ordered
prepared at this meeting of the .1(‘)th
August, he had not been at all satxijed
as to the legitimacy of the pro_ceedmgs
in deviating the statutary direction, and
had secured the opinion of Mr. Gordon
Hunter. Subsequently having received
specific instructions from Mr. Dunsmuir,
concurred in by Hon. Mr. Prentice, he
had gone to Montreal. While there in
an interview with Sir Thomas Shaugh-

 The first. interview in this matter was
some time previous to the of
the order-in-council of the :
ber, 1900. It was at a sabsequent in-
terview in witness’ o that Taylor
had. produced a typewritten draft order-
in council. Witness did not remember
whether or not Taylor at that time went
into its terms. The purport of the con-
versatiom on Taylor’s part was that he
was urging the acceptance of the order-
in-council making substitution of the
grants, Taylor had suggested.that the
government might find excuse.for

gubstitution in that the substituted block
B ran away up .into witness’ constitu-
ency. These interviews had taken place
in witness’ room, no one €lse beihg pres-

At one time a saggestion was made as
te the formation of a land compan{;
Taylor had said that this company in
prospective, was being formed in connec-
tion with these two blocks. It seemed a
cemplicated proposition, and witness had
not understood it at the time, and there-
fore took little interest in it. With
respect to the proposed company, he had
gathered that it was to be a land com-
pany, not a coal company, although the
lands were commonly known to be coal
lands, and that it was likely to be a
very valuable thing in a speculative
sense, Taylor did not mention the
names of those likely to be ass9ciated
in the company. Witness had said that
he could not see where the C. P. R. was
to come in. At this time, the interview
being in Victoria, no suggestion had_ been
made that he (Wells) might receive a
personal advantage in connection with
the company through the contemplated
substitution—no _inference of the kind
could be gathered from anything Taylor
had said. As to the order-in-council, or
rather the ministerial recommendation,
granting the substitution, it was -sub-
stantially the same as the draft present-
ed by Mr. .Taylor. There was some
minor_difference, in alterations made by
Mr. Gore on oéus olwn author:ttyi, asum
the insertion a clause respecting sur-
veys. He (Wells) believed that Mr.
Taylor’s draft had Deen handed to Mr.
Gore, but he could not say by whom.
Taylor had objected strongly to the al-
terations made by Gore, this being in
the Chief Commissioner’s office. Wit-
ness did not remember whether or not
he had mentioned this circumstance to
Mr. Gore.

Respecting the telegram from Mr.
Taylor to Mr. Eberts on the subject of
these land grants, witness had either
been shown it or told of it by Mr. Eberts
in his (Mr. Eberts’) room. The purport
of the message was that Taylor vyanted
to know if it would not be possible to
change the grant of these particular
lands from the B. C. Southern to the
Columbia & Western subsidy. It was not
a suggestion, but a request, that this
be dome. These two particular blocks
were specified. Witness at once hunted
up the statutes and pointed out to Mr.
Eberts that it would be impossible to do
the thing suggested—that the granted
lands would have to be contiguous to the
line. Mr. Eberts had displayed consid-
erable hesitation as to the form of tele-
gram that should be sent in reply, and
witness made certain ‘suggestions in this
connection. ' Finally Mr. Eberts had
sent the reply in the single word: “Im-
possible,”

The cross-examination then drifted in-
to a resume of ewidence already gone
over, the examination ultimately bring-
ing up at the meeting in Mr. Wells’ of-
fice attended by the then Premier, Mr.
Dunsmuir, Hon. Mr. Prentice, and the
witness. This was the first time new
conditions were attached in connection
with the @elivery "of the “grants, the or-
der-in-council not being varied, but Mr.
Dunsmuir instructing him (Wells) to - in-

sist upon the building of the line from

Midway to Spence’s Bridge, and also
certain area concessions before making
delivery of the grants—by concessions in
area was meant that the company should
relinquish claim to other area. At the
time of this interview witness had Mr.
Hunter’s opinion that the government
had power to grant these lands, but at
the same time he (Wells) had thought
that the government should adopt the
directory features of the act in respect
to the contiguity of lands, as government
polxcy: At the passage of the order-in-
council of August 10, none of these addi-
tional conditions had been. suggested:
there had been no ‘conditigns save that
the 600,000 odd acres shol%?l be accept-

‘S(Olojn full satisfaction of the earned 900,-

. The order-in-council itself showed that
it was in_the nature of a proposal, not
in execution of a contract, although it
was understood from Mr. Brown before
the passage of the order-in-council that
the C. P. R. would accept the substituted

nessy, of which there were several, he
had directed Sir Thomas’ attention to
the fact that these lands in question
had previously been granted to the B.[
C. Southern. Sir Thomas was apparent-
ly much surprised. It was, he said, |
the first intimation he had received that |
thie order-in-council had been passed
making such appropriation. The 0, F.
R. president had added that he would
have been perfectly satisfied to have
taken these lands as part of the B. C.
Southern subsidy. He had understood
that there was some difference between
the B. C. Southern and the Crow’s Nest|
Pass Coal Company, and Sir Thomqsl
had sent for the agreement between his
company and the Crow’s Nest Pass Com-
pany, and read it to the witness. It
was apparent that whoever had secured
the change of these lands from the B.
C. Southern to the Columbia & Western
subsidy had done so without the knowl-
edge or direction of Sir Thomas Shaugh-
nessy. '

When in Montreal on this occasion,
besides Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, Mr.
W. J. Taylor had taken a very active
interest in the matter of these land
grants. Mr. Brown also was there, but
witness recalled no conversation with
him. He certainly had had w_itb Mr.
Taylor. He (Wells) had been sitting in
the rotunda at the -Windsor, and Mr.
Taylor had said, to him, ‘“come and sit
down over here,” pointing: to_one of the
pillar seats. It was at that time tha.t‘he
(Taylor) had divulged his proposition
looking to the delivery of the grants.
Taylor had introduced the subject. ‘Wit-
ness had heard what Mr. Taylor }_md
stated in evidence as to this interview
at the Windsor. There certainly was no
truth whatever in it. It was Taylor
who had said to him (Wells) that a com-
pany was being formed to take over
thede lands. There were to be 20
shares, and one of them would be handed
over to witness. Taylor certainly segmed
very much interested in having delivery
made of the grants to Sir.. Thomas
Shaughnessy. - He (Wells) clearly re-
membered telling Taylor that these
Crown grants would not be delivered un-
less the added conditions were agreed to.
He thereupon urged delivery without
further concessions, advancing what ap-
peared to witnéss very ridiculpus rea-
sons, so much so that he*‘got pretty hot
about: it at the time.” He had after-
wards mentioned to Mr. Brown that Mr.
Taylor had been urging delivery of the
grants. . Pressed as to the particular
“yery ridiculous reasons” advanced by
Mr. Taylor, Mr. Wells :ecallqd that he
had said that the government’ wds put-
ting itself in a very false position in
asking any fresh concessions, and that
they would stand in a more favorable
light if they let the Crown grants go.

lands and the government had decided
to give them—which as a matter of fact
was to be regarded as virtually settling
the matter finally. It seemed neverthe-
less to take the form of a proposal when
embodied in the order-in-council. Bub-
s*tautlall% it had been accepted in ad-
vance. he substitution came originall

as a proposal from the company whic

‘was accepted by the government.

Until the time of the interview in his
(witness’) room there had been no room
for further negotiation. Recognition of
the special extra value of the lands to
be granted was the basis of asking for
the added concessions from the com-
pany. It was true that by the strict
interpretation of the act the government
could have confined selection to the 2,-
000,000 acres reserved for the company,
and practically contiguous to the line,
but adjudged by the Deputy Commis-
sioner as virtually valueless; jf the gov-
ernment had insisted upon tile subsidy
being made up out of these lands, the
company could not have objected.

Block 4,593 had been under reserve for
some time, and applications for licences
to prospect for coal and petroleum there-
in had been refused during seven or eight
years, as explained in a letter to ome
of the 'applicants ‘‘as in the public in-
terest,” although the government could
have granted such permissions even al-
though the reserve still applied. The
company was trying for some time to get
these blocks, 4,693 and 4,594 in lieu of
other lands, and had been refused them
on account of their supposed extra value.
Witness could not tell what it was
changed the government’s views in 'this
regard between the 10th August and the
d9th December, 1900, when the order-in-
council passed ‘giving these particular
lands to the B. C. Southern. The in-
ducement thus to vary the subsidy grant
was probably the concession by the
company of several hundred thousand
acres.

He (Wells) had mase no inquiry as to
the comparative value of the lands, He
knew that there was a saving of acre-
age involved, but he could not say that
it was not a giving of 600,000 acres of
extra valuable property in lieu of some-
thing less than a million acres of abso-
lutely valueless land. He could .nét,
therefore, say that the saving in acre-
age was a saving to the country in real-
ity; he would not say that it was not
directly the reverse. Witness was aware
that the area of available land in East
and West Kootenay that could be classed
suitable for agriculture, or valuable for
timber or coal, was comparatively small
in comparison with the total area. No
formal application for the substitution—
that is no application in writing—was

In connection with /the g sub-
sidiary company to receive ]
Mr. 'i:aylor had mentioned, that is re-
ferred to, two other persons as intended
participants; he had spoken of two mem-
bers of the House who would have
shares—not mentioning anyone by name,
however. Taylor hal
upon witness that the government could
not do without these | two® particular
members—that it was essential to the

existence of the government in this re- | comparisons between the actual value of |

spect that the grants should be delivered

He (witness) had told Taylor that he given the Railway Company and classed  the minute-of-council

was going to take the Crown grants back
and he remembered Taylor saying, “Oh
well, if you take them back to Vietoria

back here again.”
To Mr. Duff: y
with Mrs Taylor alluded to in evidence

¢ lands, |

(ment.

. Witmess had had only one interview
{ with Mr. Brown in the matter, and that
'in the executive. He could not say why
| the opinion had changed as to the legi-
! timaey of the desired substitution. The
| policy of the government in refusing ap-

the public interest,” was (based wupon

the problematical special value of these that reinstatement legislation would be  formally installed in the chair, the new

lands. He would not attempt to make

i the 2,000,000 odd acres properly to be

i “‘valueless” by Mr. Gore, and thé lands
lin blocks 4,593 and 4,594. Witness was

made to the Liands and Works’' Depart- |

’n e transaction, . _

pon - of
the aftemoon,r% :
sumed the respounsibility of D
.Pl;emier's letter book: iwhich
&gﬂ ¢ . Turner, as
imier, tohﬂ.')%mvn, mmg date of
August 2,"in answer to Mr. Brown’s of
July 31—which_important letter still is
missing—stating that the executive had
decided to accept the proposals tain-
ed in Mr. Brown’s letter and that the
matter would be referred to Mr. Wells
for action. Re-examined as to Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy’s denial to him that
‘he knew anything of the substitution of
the grants from the B. C.- Southern sub-
sidy to the Columbia & Western, witness
related how when he had spoken of the
blocks as already granted to the B. C.
Southern, Sir Thomas had said this was
not possible, and had then seat for the
agreement with the C. N. P. C. Co. Wit-
ness had said that it ‘'was not o pos-
sible, but a fact. Sir Thomas ha then
said that he would have been quite sat-
isfied to accept the lands on the British
Columbia Southern subsidy, and had
klIImWn nothing of the application for
change.

Upon his return from the East he had
been asked by Mr. Dunsmuir why he
did not deliver the grants, and he fhad
said that there had been no final set-
tlement yet arrived at—the terms of the
agreement decided upon by Mr. Duns-
muir, Hon, Mr. Preantice and hims.elf
had not been either accepted or varied
in the meantime, He had also told Mr.
Dunsmuir at this time that there was
another reason .moving of which he
would give him particulars later. Mr.
Dunsmuir had said that Mr. Eberts was
pressing for the delivery of the grants

gested that these particular grants could
not be justified under the terms of the

the action if it were challenged. It was
after this that he (Wells) had gone to
Mr. Dunsmuir and fgld. im what, had
“occurred in Montreal when Mr, Taylor
had waited upon him. He thought that
Mr. Taylor’s suggestions surrounded the
whole transaetion with an element ot
grave danger, and this was concurred in
y Mr. Dunsmujr, who had said at once
that the deal must go no further—that
he would have nothing to so with any |
transaction of that sort. He had then
understood that the grants would not be !
delivered, and he had certainly concurred
in this.

He had had no conversations with any
other members of this government on

to the company, and when he had sug-|’

act, Mr. Eberts had said to go ahead—he | gojicote health and had come from the
would take the responsibility and justify | pespital to malke gﬂs stateme?nt. he pro-

| of the two members who, according to M.

or indirectly from the . R

not kept the rough draft referred to. It
was not the custom to keep such mem-
oranda drafts. It was usual for the de-
_partment to prepare the memorandum
‘upon which the minister made his Te-
port. On this occasion custom had been
departed from. He had acted under in-
structions merely. The order-in-council
of December 19, 1900, had also been
prepared from an “outside” draft. This
he did not receive from Mr. Taylor. It
came, he believed, as did the other, from
the Chief (Commissioner’s office. He
had not known Mr. Taylor in these
matters in any way. There was suffl-
(cient data in the diands and Works of-
{fice upon which to have prepared this
 memorandum—it was not in this respect
{in the same position as the order-in-
council approved on September 4. He
ihad iuserted the clause as to guarantee
| for surveys without direction, it being
imperatively necessary, as without it the
department could not administer adja-
cent lands. The Chief Commissioner
?h«ad epoken to him about this inserted
clause, but only within the past few
days. If Mr. Wells had made any pre-
. wious reference to Mr. Taylor having ob-
| jected to it; he (Gore) had no ' remem-
braunce of it. He did not indeed remem-
Iber having discussed with the minis-
! ter the insertion of the particular clause
|respecting surveys, although he presum-
ed he had called the minister’s attem-
Ition to it.

‘Before proceeding with other testimony,
tho chairman announced that Mr. Joseph
| Martiin had expressed a wish to make a
| statement. As Mr. Mantin was in very

*o-osed not to detain him unnecessarily, but
permit him at once to take the stand.

Mr. Martin accordingly came forward—
very ill, apparently, and using his crutches
with effort. He anmounced that he would
_aﬂ‘u‘r;n, and plunged at once into his state-
ment.

‘I may say, Mr. Chairman, ‘he remark-
ed, ‘‘that I have been told by a number of
gentlemen who have called upon me at the
hospital during my fllness, that my name
has been very prominently connected in
the way of mumor with these transactions,
and if was even suggested that I was one

‘Wells’ account of what Mr. Taylor said
to bim in Montreal, were to have a piece
of this land. 1 may also say that I have
been also told by another gentleman that
a member of the House had intimated to

this subject umntil he had discussed 1t
with Mr. Eberts in his own room dur-
ing the session of 1902, and before the
cancellation order-in-council was pass- |
ed, At this meeting he had taken a|
very strong stand with Mr, Eberts.
against the delivery of these grants,
and had said that if they were handed
over it would mean the government
would have to go. He had in mind the
fact that the government was mnot get-!
ting sufficient compensation, and nlso
that other matter behind—of which he
had said nothing to Mr. Eberts. He|
had also contended that the government |
was going away from the expressed
conditions of the act, and thought that[
in view of this being done, there should!
be some express consideration, - He had
not been present when the matter of
the Taylor conversation had been
broached by Mr. Dunsmuir—that was
one of the grounds undoubtedly upon
which the rescinding order was passed,
but of the discussion on it he could:not
speak, as it was an executive matter.
All the ministers were present: whenithe
matter was discussed. Mr. Brown had
come to the witness prior to the passing
of the order-in~council of March 18,
wanting the crown grants, but ‘witness
had said nothing to him of the Taylor
conversation in Montreal. He had told
Brown that the grants could not be de-
livered unless the additional conditions
were met. He had understood from
Mr. Dunsmuir that both Mr. Brown and
Mr. Eberts were pressing for the de-
livery of the grants, Mr. Eberts more
particularly, and that Mr. Eberts had
undertaken to defend the case of the
government if this delivery 'were made.
It was long subsequent to the interview
at which Mr. Taylor's telegram from
Montreal was discussed that he had in-
terviewed Mr. Eberts in reference to
the substitution, and the Attorney-Gen-
eral had then said that it made practi-
cally no difference as the B. C. South-
ern and Columbia & Western were vir-
tually one company. He (Wells) had
still held to his old contention that the
substitution was by the terms of the
act, impossible. He could not call to
mind that Brown had ever advanced the
view that there was no difference in the
companies. The recommendation upon
which the granting omier-in-council had
been passed was not, as Mr. Eberts had
stated, his recommendation. He might
have subscribed to such recommenda-
tion as a formality, he might have sign-
ed it as embodying the decision of the
executive, although not personally
agreeing with it. He could mot have
framed the recommendation as suggest-
ed in Mr. Turner’s letter to Mr. Brown,
‘never having seen Mr. Brownm’s letter
referred to. The memorandum upon
which the granting order-in-council had
been passed had been prepared outside
the Lands and Works office. With re-
gard to the letter of Mr. Dunsmuir to
Mr. Brown, promising that legislation
would be introduced to reinstate the
company for subsidy on section 4, de-
spite the non-construction of section 5,
the bill introduced in this respect had,
he believed, been concurred in by all
members of the government. He could
not say why it had been withrawn.
During the session of 1902, bill 87 ha'vd
been introduced by witness. This bill
had come to him from the Attorney-
‘General’s office, where, he presumed,_ it
had been prepared, after - counsultation

ject was understood as being to carry
out the promise
Premier to ™Mr. Brown.
understood that the bill
simply of reinstatement
to secure the company in
for section 4 independent of the non-

given attention to the fact that this re-
viving bill permitted selection of lands
by the company in any part of Yale or
Kootenay; whereas the original bill re-
stricted the area of selection and made
the selecting .party the Lieutenant-Gov
ernor-in-Couneil, ‘while ‘the ‘other 'bill
gave -this power to the company. He
believed the bill was deficient in these
respects, he had understood that it
should not enlarge the company’s pow-
ers and had ‘thouwght it merely im the
direction of a reinstatement measure.
The bill bad come to him completely
prepared. With respect to his conversa-
tion with Sir Thomas Shaughnessy as
to the suggested land company, he had
said to Sir Thomas Shaughunessy that
he could not understand the company’s
interest in the matter, and was told that

and take shares, Witness had broached

ever, mentioning Mr. Taylor's conver-
sation. He had told Sir. Thomas Shaugh-
nessy of the new  conditions asked as
necessary to the relinquishment of the
grants, and Sir Thomas had asked him
to put in writing what it was the gov-

building of the line from Midway to
Spence’s Bridge. .In his memorandum
as a result he had regarded the rights
of the company as lapsed and extinct,

tried to impress plications for prospecting licenses as “in | disregarding the pledge contained in

{iMr. Dunsmuir’s letter to Mr. Brown,

passed.
Deputy Commissioner Gore was next

of August 10,
which was, he said, prepared in the

{Lands and Works office from a draft'
‘now of the opinion that the substituted |sent in “from outside.” This draft came; Carneg’ . subsequently delivered his in-
that's the end of it; they’ll never get blocks were of infinitely greater area!to the Deputy Commissioner from the; augural address, which was listened to

, than the reserved lands out of which the |office of the Chief Commissioner. He

taken.

The early interview ' 890,000 acres earned might have been|had no knowledge as to who prepared
Mr. Dunsmuir had objected to'it.

There was no description of thes

e
was with respect to the proposed sub-gfthe violation of the spirit of the statute blocks in the department from whiqh
{as to the lands being necessarily con-| grants could have been prepared. This
{ tiguous; Mr. Dunsmuir had not said any-: information could only have been obtain-

stitution of blocks 4,593 and 4,594 for
deficieney block B, which had been al-
lotted to the B. C. Southern in 1900.

‘thing about there being ‘“monkey-work”

‘ed from the C. P. R., it having been se-

i pital in order to be away during this ex-

by all members of the government. The,
bill came to him complete, and its ob-|
given by the,
He had;
was |
character— |
its subsidy !

construction of section -5. -He had not!

the company was to furnish:the lands’

the subject to “Sir "Thomas, not, how-:

ernment proposed with respect to the|

recalled. for examination in respect to:

him that I had purposely gone to the hos-

emination. While I do not wish that mem-
ter any particular harm, I ean only say
that if he had to suffer as I have had to
recently he would not think that my ill-
ness is in any respect a fake. Now 1 wish
ito say as to these matters, I know absolu-
tely nothing in respeat to these transac-
tions from beginning to end, I know noth-
ing about them in any shape or form or
menner whatever. I have never heard of
the matter until it presented itself in the
House. I never heard that the C. P. R.
'was trying to get these particular blocks
of land in Past Kootenay, i{n connection
with the Columbia & Western subsidy. I
was never asked to support this grant in
any manner or shape whatever. It ‘has
been suggested that I did know and was
assisting the C. P. R. to get these lands,
and my action with respect to a certain
bill of last session is cited in proof. TLast
year a Dbill was introduced as I understood
it, to settle a controversy that had arisen
between the government and the C. P. R.
as to whether the company was entitled
still to receive its subsidy on section 4 of
the Columbia & Western line, which had
been completed, although section 5 had not
been completed as required by its subsidy
act, I looked into that question and sat-
isfied myself that the company was so en
titled to this subsidy as earned. That

matter perhaps, has nothing to do with |$36

this question, but it has been pointed out
that if that bill had passed, the C. P. R.,
under it might have got this land of they
wished as part of the section 4 gramt. Tt
seems that there was a clause that stated

that the company was entitled to make |buying it for $3.50.

celection of these earned lands for section
4 in any part of Yale or Kootenay, and I
suppose if the hill had passed the company
might have gone down to East Kootenay
and taken up this land. I do not remem-
Ler reading through this bill. My whole
mind so far as that bill was concerned,

o e
i
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Improve
False Cr_eek

American Capitalists Prepared
to Invest $150,000 Under
New Lease.

Alex. Tolmie, Well Known Native
Son Passes Away at Termi-
nal City. -

Shooting the Chutes at Capi-
lano With Cedar Bolts Cut
From Forests.

From Our Own Correspondeat,

Vancouver, May 7.—W. J. Robinson
of Warnick & Co., New York, is in
Vancouver to finance the deal by which
$150,000 is to be spent to deepen the
channel_ of False Creek, reclaim land
and build wharves. Messrs, Kelly and
Burnett, who secured the concessions
from the government, met Mr. Robinson
in Ottawa.

Alex. Tolmie, one of the widest known
men in British Columbia, died at the
city ‘hospital today. Mr. Tolmie is a
member of the well known Tolmie fam-
ily of Viectoria, and was born on the
Islangi. Dr. Tolmie, his father, came
to Victoria from the Old Country with
the first officials of the Hudson’s Bay
gfggg:lgy. 'It‘hetgateDMr. {rOllﬂie was the

or o e Douglas ho
Westminster. . it Do

By the end of August the chuting of
the chutes will commence across the
Inlet, Mr. J. G. Woods, who is financial
ly interested in the scheme, stated to
the quger yesterday that work was
now being pushed on the chute. A saw
mill is in operation on a level piece of
ground some distance above the dam,
cutting lumber for the chute, and a big
gang of men are to be sent up the Cap-
ilano right away to rush the work to
completion. The actual cost of the
chute is not more than $25,000, but the
expense of getting the shingle bolts
down will be necessarily heavy. As
everyone knows, however, the class of
cedat_' in the high reaches of the Capil-
ano is very fine, and when Mr. Woods
has demonstrated to the timber world
that the proposition of utilizing the miles
and miles of magnificent timber can be
successfully worked out, he will have
accomplished a great good for Vancou-
ver, by not only opening up a very large
source of supply of timber, but by en-
couraging other timber men to go away
back and high up for their timber.

A large delegation of timber men
from ‘Westminster and Vancouver were
preparing to again visit Victoria, for
the purpose of protesting against the in-
crease in the timber license.' They de-
cided, however, under the existing con-
ditions in Victoria, they would defer
their visit.

There was a customs sale of abandon-
ed unclaimed, and seized goods held by
Mr. Rankin yesterday. The seized
goods were more numerous than usual. A
thousand pounds of Chinese tobacco
was sold for 50 cents a pound. Ten
thousand cigars and cheroots realized
a thousand. 'One man bid on what
he thought were Turkish cigarettes and
found that they were of Chinese manu-
facture when they were delivered. An-
other man took a chance on a watch,
It was subsequent-
ly appraised at $2. :
The Terminal City Steamship Com-
pany have offered to put on a ferry be-
tween Vancouver and North Vancou-
ver. The application was received too
late, however, another offer being ad-

was centred upon the matter of whether | vanced to the bylaw stage.

or not the compan was rightly entitled

to the lands for section 4. If I did read

A prominent canneryman states that
owing to the inerease of the Chinese

the bill I did not notice if it went further
than this, as is now alleged. If such had

been pointed out to me I certalnly would 10Te to Chinese labor,

have opposed it. There was no Teason why
because the company should be let off |
from building section 5, they should be en-
titled to any enlarged mights in the matter
of selection, I might add a reference to
another matter: I have been told that
omong the applications for licenses for coal
or oil in this tract, there is an application
in my name. I would like to say with re-
F:rd to that that I know nothing about
t. I do not say that I would not have had
a perfect right to put in my application
as anyone else. I do not say that I would
not have dnoe so had I thought that the
proposition looked good. If my mame is
there, however, it is either some other
Joseph Martin or some one has made use
of my name without my authority or di-
rection or knowledge. It might be well
for the committee to make inguiry on this
Toint. T understand that ‘there are a
number of other members in the same po-
eition. Applications have been put in im
their names and they have known noth-
fng about it. When politiclans are thus
looked after it might be well to ask ‘wihy.
Finally, I want to make it as distinet and
positive as possible, that with respect to
these transactions in connection with
‘which rumor has used my mame—I did not
krow or think or dream of any part there-
in dm” any mannper, shape or form what-
ever.
O Syt SR L
% WEEKLY WEATHER SYNOPSIS.
Victoria Meteorological Offfce :
; to 5th May, 1903 el
With the exception of the first da

| whidh was cloudy and showery, the wea‘ftlslli
ter has been remarkably fine and the winds
i ight to moderate during this week. The
ghowery weather on the 29th was caused
by the passage of an ocean low barometer
frea across this province to the Territories.
It was followed on the 80th by an exten-
sive high barometer area from the south-
westward, which hovered almost continu-
cusly over the North Pacific coast. Con-
sequently there was an abnormal amount
of bright sunshine amounting to 8 hours
per day registered at- Victoria.- The winds
| @lso being chiefly from the northward end
light to moderate in force, allowed the
temperature of the air to rise considerably,
chiefly on the Mainland and ‘the interior
of this island.

In the Kootemay district ‘the tempera-
tire rose to or above 70, on three days,
and exceeded 70 upon one day on the low-
er Fraser valley.

In Cariboo the weatner remained frosty
at nights during the though the
afternoon temperatures averaged 60.

There seems to have been little cold at
Dawson this week, as the lowest tempera-
dure was 18 and the average highest 48
degrees.

In the Teyritories and Manitoba showers
have occurred upon several days, and lecal
thunderstorms on Sunday, 3rd.

Victoria—Amount of bright sunshine re-
corded, was 53 hours and 48 minutes; rain-
fall, 02 inch: highest temperature 61 on
5th; lowest, 40 on 2nd.

New Westminster—Rainfall. .24 inch;
highest temperature, 74 on 5th; lowest, 36
on L
i  Kamloops—Rainfall, .14 inch: highest
temperature, 74 on 5th: lowest, 36 on 2nd.

Barkerville—Trace of snow; highest tem-
| perature, 58 on 5th: lowest. 20 on 29th.

:  Dawson—Highest temperature, 54 on 1st;
lowest, 18 on Sth.
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per eapita tax, they will have to pay
This would les-
sen their profits and the fishermen
would be the ones to suffer. This in-
formant said that the cannerymen were
pleased at the decision of the Japs not
to fish, if the report was true, as there
were too many boats on the river last
year.

A rousing banquet was given by the
Vancouver football and hockey players
at the Maison de Ville restaurant last
night. Col. Worsnop was in the chair.
The toast list was lengthy and the
toasts were enthusiastically responded
to. All the boys, whom Vancouver is
proud to point to as winners of the foot-
ball trophy and cracks en the hockey
team, were around the groaning tables,
and spoke when occasion demanded.

There are now fifty ministers in at-
tendance at the United Clericus of the
Episcopal church. Today papers were
read on “Ideals of QClerical Life,”’ by
the Rev. H. H. Gowan, of Seattle;
“Work Among the Sailors,” by the Hon.
{C. Cunningham Bruse, of Portland;
“Sunday ‘Observance,” by Rev. Dr. Ne-
vius, Blain; “Practical Christian Social-
ism,” by Rev. J. D. P. Llowyd, Se-
attle. 'Then followed an address by the
Rt. Rev. Bishop of Olympia, and a re-
ception ‘at the See House by the Rt.
Rev. Bishop of New Westminster. After
1:30 this afternoon_the labors of the
clericus 'were carried on at New West-
minster.

The . executive committee of the Van-
couver branch of the Provincial Min-
ing Association have passed a resolu-
tion that the Dominion government be
requested to grant a bonus to the pro-
ducers of lead sufficient to revive the
lead mining industry and the various in-
dustrial and commercial interests de-
pending upon it, and that the bonhus be
paid direct to the producer.

J. J. Logan, of the International Cold
‘Storage Company, has written a letter
to the City Council protesting against
the use of preservaline in milk, Mr.
Logan states that it is used by many
milk men jn the eity and is detrimental
to heailth,

Mr. Harriss is to offer '$500 as a
prize for ‘the best chorus in Canada in
his next “year’s ‘tour in connection 'with
his Musical Festivals, The Vancouver
chorus was highly commended after this
week’s chorus. But the orchestra was
censured. The Vancouver musicians
honestly declared that ‘they feared to
tackle the difficult music. The Victoria
musicians tackled it and got a ecoring
from 8ir Alexander Mackenzie,
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NOW COURTING CHINA.

Russia Seeking Understanding = With
China in Order to Secure Alliance.

London, May 7.—The correspondent at
Moscow, of the Daily Mail, says in a
despatch: “I learn upon good authority
that tne attitude exhibited abroad has
indurced Russian statesmen to endeavor
t> br'ng obout a complete understanding

i IRON AND STEEL INSTITUTE.

| Audrew Carnegie, First President, De-l
i livers Inaugural Address.

] London, May 7.—The annual meeting '
{ of the¢ Iron and Steel Institute here to
, day was largely attended. After being

president, Andrew Carnegie, who re-
marked that he was first president of
the institute, who was not a British
subject, presented Sir James Kilson, a

i

with Cliina, and thus prepare the way
for a possible alliance.”
s

} WAR MINISTER RETIRES.

{General von Gossler Allowed Unlimited
Leave of Absence.

Berlin, May 7.—Gen. von Gossler, who
for seven years has been Prussian war
minister, will, it is announced, retire
after three months’ leave of absence.

former president of the institute, with (It has been réported and denied several

the Bessemer gold medal for 1903. Mr.

| with much interest.
i e

ways avoid hansh purgative pills. They

times recently that he must leave the
ministry because he was unable to re-
pel the Socialist attacks in the Reich-
stag on the army administration. ()n
iGen. von Gossler’s behalf, it i¢ explain-
ed that two_wounds he received during
the Franco-Prussian war trouble him

Al
first make yom sick and then leave you con-
stipated. Carter’s Little Liver Pills regu-
late tﬂ? bowels and make you well. Dose,
- one pill.

with his increasing years, and that the
Emperor permits him to take a long
leave of absence.

6rand Trunk

For Business

President and General Manager
Appear Before House Rail-
way Committee.

Would Commence Construction
of Line at Several Points
Simultaneously.

Maritime Provinces Object to In-
definiteness as to Proposed
Atlantic Ports.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Ottawa, May 7.—The discussion
the Grand Trunk Pacific bill before t(ﬁg
lewqy committee this morning was
most interesting. Sir Rivers-Wilson,
President of the Grand Trunk, got a
rather rough handling, and was glad to
gwI(j W;:y to General Manager Hays.

eighton McCarthy, who has
of the bill, explained’tha't Canadghﬁgg
In need of railways, and the Grand
Trunk Pacific proposed to supply an-
other C. P. R., which had done spf;ndid
service. The Grand Trunk Pacific pro-
posed to run from the Pacific to Quebec,
where At would join the Intercolonial,
and this would complete a line entirely
through ‘Canadian territory clear across
the continent. There was a change in
the route proposed. Instead of going
from North Bay to Quebee, it was
proposed to swing to the north, passing
just south of Lake Abittibi. This point
1s a couple of hundred miles from North

ay. This change would open up a
very important portion of the province
of Quebec. Grand Trunk was serious
in qt_hlsRmat‘ter.

Sir Rivers-Wilson explained that the |
Grand Trunk being intimately bound tupv
in the history of Canada, would give
Canadxan.ports the preference over Port- |
land during the winter months. This |
latter announcement was the crux of this |
speech. Mr. Hays said the construction
would begm simultaneously at a num-
ber of points. No time would be lostwin
bringing the work to a speedy termina-
tion, and it will be first commenced
where considered most necessary.

The section between Winnipeg and
Quebec will receive the earliest atten-
tion. Mr. Hays made it clear that the
Grand Trunk was the principal actor be-
hind the new scheme,

The principal opposition to the mea-
sure developed from the Maritime Prov-
ince members, and as the discussion pro-
gressed it was evident that the company

Mr. Maclean will introduce a bill t
change the name of Hud “The
Canadian Sea.” e o The

The discussion on' the Treadgold
cession has been fixed for next gl‘uesggg

. Hon. Mr. Blair’s railway commission
bill was discussed in the House this
afternoon, -bgt little' progress was made

The dredging estimates created a live-
ly discussion in the Commons today. The
minister was severely criticized for in.
attention to his parliamentary duties,

. Hon. W. Mulock went to Montrea] to-
night to endeavor to settle the strike.

In the House tonight Hon. Mr. S
erland intimated there was to b;' n;uglé:
construction of the Department of Pub-
lic Works and Marine, although Hon
Mr. Prefontaine announced otherwise ir,
Maissoneuve, il
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NOTES OFFENSIVE TERMS,

Bulgarians Return Porte’s Manifesto
to Explosives and Incursions,

. ‘Constantinople, May 7.—The Bulgar-
lan government has returned the Porte’s
lnote on the subject of the incursion of
Bulg_armn bands into Macedonia and
the importation of explosives into Tur-
key from Bulgaria to the Ottoman com-
missioner at Sofia in consequence of
what the government of Bulgaria de-
scribes as “its offensive terms.” The
mustering of Turkish troops continues
in _Macedopia and Albania, where goon
165 battalions will be distributed,

as

Mc. GREGOR NOT
GUILTY OF MURDER

Accused Slayer of Frank Rogers
Acquitted at New West.
minster.

From Our Own Correspondent.

;\e}v Westminster, May 7.—The crimi-
nal list of the spring assizes was con-
cluded this afternoon, when the jury,
after two hours deliberation, acquitted
u\[cGre;:or on the charge of murdering
Iora'nk Rogers. at Vancouver last month
dunpg the strike troubles. With one ex-
ception the civil cases are adjourned, as
Mr. Justice Martin leaves on Saturday
for the Kootenay cireuit. :

COUNT SHOOTS HIMSELF.

Paris, May 7.—The Patrie today print-
ed a despatch from Toulon announcing
that Count Harold Charles Dausey, who
is thg Marquis Dausey and said to re-
side in New York, had barricaded the
doors of a room there and dangerously
shot himself. The despatch adds that
the Count is believed to be mentally ir-
responsible. i

give eiddence in connection
grants.

{1 lelegram was veceived lale last night [rom Montreal
stqtme- that Sir Thomas Shaughnessy was to leave Sfor
Victoria immediately 1o appear before the commitlee and

with the celebrated Crown

THE COMM

ISSION

AT LADYSMITH

Organizer of Western F
Workings of the

ederation Explains the
Union---Executive

Holds Private ¢ onference.

Frcm Our Own Correspondent,

Ladysmith, May 7.—The labor com:
mission resumed its session at 10:30!
a.m. today. Mr. Wilson, KJ.C., for the!
miners, called as witnesses William'
Joseph, George Johnson and Joseph
Tasein, who deposed to having been ob-,
liged to move their houses from Exten-'
sion to Ladysmith, though they would
have preferred to live at Extension; and
Thomas Dogherty gave evidence to be-'
ing required to change his residence to |
Ladysmith.

Samuel Motitishaw, sr., stated that he
had "been secretary of the public meet-
ings held on March 4, 12 and 14. They
were called nominally to ask for an ad-
vance of pay, but Tesolutions for affili-
ation with the Western Federation
were carried. Joseph Jeffries gave evi-
dence that he had been on the deputa-
tion which waited on Mr. Dunsmuir on
April 18 in Victoria, when that gentle-
man refused to talk business because
they belonged to the Western Kedera-
tion, though he had no objection to
meet a local committee. . K. Motti-
shaw, jr., corroborated this, having been
on deputations attending Mr. Dunsmuir
on April 1 and 18.

Mr. Baker was then recalled and gave
evidence as to the disposal of the West-
ern Federation funds. ‘Omne thousand
dollars had been recommended by the|
executive to be sent to Frank for re-
lief purposes, the union organization
there was perfect. He himself expect-
ed to go there and investigate. The
aim of the Federation was to create
good feeling between employees and em-
ployers, but that he thought could only |
be brought about by a high state of or-
ganization of labor. He was pressed
for information as to the control of the
central executive over local unions and |
the coercive measures adopted by the
Federation. He could not make a sug-
gestion as to the compulsory appoint-
meunt by government of a third and in-
dependent arbitrator on a proposed con-
ciliation board. At the close the commis-
sioners desired a private conference with
the union executive, which took place.

Further evidence will be taken at Ex-
tension tomorrow Imorning.

The court resumed its sittings at 2:30.

Jas. H. Baker, the organizer, was question-
ed Dy the commissioners themselves. To
the chairman, Chief Justice Huater, he
said that there were about 100,000 members
in al} in the Western Federation. About
half that number in good standing. There
were about 190 local unions. The only af-
filiation the Federation had with other or-
gandzations was with the American Labor
Union of Butte, Montana, which includes
all laboring occupations. There had Deen
au ,exchange of cards with United Mine
Workers’ Union projected, but mo affilia-
thon. The ultimate aim of labor organiza-
tion was consolidation. The funds of the
Federation were raised by a per capita
tax of $2 per annum. The total average
of the fund for the presemt year would be
about $50,000. The executive had control
of the funds. In case of a strike the lo-
cal committee and the representative of
the executive of the district consulted as
to the disposition to be made, So far only
ibe needy had been assisted.
. Asked as to whether the majority of the
is ready to dodge responsibility for main-
taining all-Canadian ports. It was equal-
ly plain that this attitude will prove ob-
jectionable to a large section of the com-
mittee, and that some satisfactory state-
ment on this point must be made

Mr. Hays, in reply ‘to Marcil, Bona-
venture, stated that there was no reason
why Canada should not be preferred to
Portland if the Dominion twould supply
facilities at the ocean ports.

The Nicola, Kamloops & Similkameen
Railway Company sre ing a Fed-

eral charter and enlarged powers.

wembers of the Federation held Socialstic
views, witness replied that they did, that
at some- of the unions the doectrines of
Soclalism were discussed, while others ex-
clvded discussion on the subject. Asked
as to the views of the executive on the
rights of members to join the militia, wit-
ness admitted that the majority of the ex-
ecutive did not look on their joining with
favor, but that there were members in
both the United States and Capada who
belonged. There was no special age limit
of admission to the unlon; it was left op-
bers had a right to vote, irrespective of
tional with unions to fix a limit. All mem-
age. Ordinary questions were not decided
by balot, but questions of strike were.

Witness gave to the secretary of the
commission a copy of the secret oath
which members took. It was read aloud
and was to the effect that a member would
not disclose any of the signs, passwords or
business transactions of the unijom, misap-
propriate any of its funds, and to stand by
fellow workers in time of trouble or offlic-
tion. Tt also required members not to
work for a less wage than the minimum
‘fixed for the uniom.

The Western Federation was not an in
corporated body, though most of the local
unions in British Columbia were incorpor-
ated under the Benevolent Societies Act.
Witness said that $790 had already been
manded over to the local committee to as-
sit in the present strike. His salary us
organizer was $5 a day when actually at
work for the Federation. He admitted he
was a Soclalist, and discussed Soclalist
doctrines with the men. In Canada the
Federation had 24 local unions, and about
4,000 members. Local unions might dis-
cuss politics if they wished, some prohib-
ited political discussions, The boycott was
sometimes a necessary weapon in the case
of a strike, as was also picketimg. But
employment of non-union men was not good
ground for a strike, unless employers were
taking on non-union workers in order to
discriminate against union men because of
their being wunion men. The establishing
of a minimum wage, which was an object
of the union, did mot drag down good men
to the level of poor—good men got higher
rates. All men were employed before they
were taken into a union, and M they were
worthy employing they were worth the
minimum wage.

Asked by Rev, Dr. Rowe as to s views
about the incorporation of unioms, witness
said that he had advocated incorporation
himself and the unfon to which he be-
longed was incorporated, but that he bad
grave doubts about incorporation. The
present Act was not sufficient. If a good
incorporation Act were passed, giving for
example,” the right to an Incorporated
union to register its label, incorporation
might be a good thing.

James Pritchard, the president of the
Ladysmith unfon, was the next witness
called. He stated that he had been a coal
mmer for 34 years, four years on Vancou-
ver Island, and eleven months at Bxten
sion. He had been chairman of the meet
ing called when it was decided to form an
organization. This was on 8th of March.
The men had decided to poin the Western
Federation because they knew from past
experience that any attempts at organizi-
tion among themselves would be frustrated
by the company. They had semt for Mr
Raker, the organizer, The day after the
Sunday meeting a notice had been posted
at the mines and the depot ordering a clos-
ing of the mines on April 1st. Witness
had Dbeen discharged on Tuesday, the 10th
of March. The mine boss had told him he
was laid off, but gave no reason why. Mot-
tishaw, who was secretary, and Bell, who
‘hgd Bpoken at the meetin- akso Jaid
off.
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QUEEN VICTORIA’S NURSE DBAD

Elgin, Ills., May 7.—Hannah Andar-
son, a nurse in the household of the late
Queen Victoria, is dead here at the
age of 55 years. She was born in
Nordkapena, Sweden, and at an early
age was graduated from a nurse school.
i8kill in her profession aroused the in-
terest of persons in court circles, and she
was called to England, where for years
she ministered to members of the Royal
family.
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