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NO TIME FOR PARTIZANSHIP.

We saw at Washington the other day
party lines obliterated and every mem-
ber of the house of representatives and
senate vote affirmatively on a proposal
to appropriate $50,000,000 for national
defence. We have seen the same dis-
regard of party lines in the British
parliament, and on eeveral ocecasions,
when the peace of the Empire has been
threatened, we have seen the legislatures
of the provinces of British North Am-
erica sink partizanship out of sight. We
have no doubt whatever that, if it should
appear at any time that the Dominion
ought to come to tha help of the Mother
Coantry, there woald be only one party
in Canada, namely, the party of loyalty
to the flag. This is as it ought to bes
but we submit that it is not only when
an enemy is thundering at our gates that
QOanadians should remember to be Cana-
dians first and partizans afterwards.

* Party feeling rums very high, alto-
gether too high in Canada. On many
occasions a bitterness of feeling is evinced
for which there is .no real justification,
and men not only charge their political
opponents with being dishonest, ineap-
able and corrupt, but act as though they
believe such to be the case. Public
speakers and newspapers make a prac-
tice of flinging out against their oppon-
ents charges of dishonesty, which, if
true, should land them ia the peniten-
tiary, and if even colorable imply the ex-
istence of a condition of things in Can-
ada that i rotten in the extreme. It is
a remarkable fact that very few public
men in Canada have accumuiated
wealth, but on the contrary most of
them failed to acquire even a compet-
ency. That mistakes have been made
in policy, that unjustifiable acts of ad-
ministration have been committed, will
not be denied ; and we suppose this will

~continue to be the case as long as human
nature remainsthesame,butin the matter
of personal honesty, and devotion to the
best interests of the country, we believe
Canada has been extremely fortunate
in the men whom the vicissi-
tudes of politics have forced to the
front, and this observation is as true
now as at any time. No political party
either in the Dominion or the provinces
can claim a preponderating share of hon-
esty, ability or patriotism. ' This being
the case, we submit that there is too
much acrimony in our politics. Ouar po-
litical struggles are foo personal; they
partake too much of the character of
mere strife for office.

-possible to find a man at the British

Columbia and Canada it is provided that

original parties to the Union.

97th section of the act to this province,
and if this is the case, it is not within

appoint a judge for British Columbia
except from the British Columbia bar.

pointment to the vacancy should be

the benefits of our unequalled geographi- !
cal position and our stupendous natural
wealth., There are plenty of questions
upon which politicians may differ, and
around which parties may wage war,
without jeopardizing theinterests of all
the people in such a commercial%nd in-
dustrial crisis as the present.

THE VACANT JUDGESHIP.

Much adverse comment has been
brought out by the Ottawa report that
the vacant Chief Justiceship is to be
filled by the appointment of a barrister
from one of the other provinces. Not
only is the feeling very general that
there are at the bar of British Columbia
gentlemen in every way fitted for the
position, but there is mo good reason
why Mr. Justice Walkem should be
overlooked in the matter of promotion.
He is the senior judge, has been in har-
ness a long time and is infinitely more
familiar with the procedure and the
general conditions of British Columbia
than anyone fresh from the other pro-
vinces could possibly be. .The sugges-
tion has been offered that Mr. Justice
Walkem should be made Chief Justice,
and Mr. Justice Drake be given the
salary hitherto paid to Chief Justice
Davie for discharging the duties of judge
in admiralty, most of the work of which
position has recently fallen upon Judge
Drake. This would leave a puisne
judgeship to be filled, and it ought to be

Columbia bar fully qualified for the post,
We agree with those who are unable to
see why the government should go out-
gide the provincial bar, when it comes to
filling vacancies on the bench.

But the proposal to appoint a lawyer
from the East to the vacancy seems open
to the charge of illegality. Section 97
of the British North America act is as
follows:

Until the laws- relative to property
and civil rights in Ontario, Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, and the procedure
in the courts of those provinces,are made
uniform, the judges of the courts of those
provinces appointed by the Governor
General shall be selected from the re-
epective bars of those provinces.

By the terms of union between British

8o much of the British North America
act a8 is not altered by that agreement
shall apply to British Columbia as fully
as if the provinee had been! one of the
We
submit that this provision txtends the

the power of the Governor Genezal to

There is another reason why the ap-

The pro-

If we are all ready to lay aside the bit-
terness of party rivalry in the face of
great danger, ought we not to be willing
to do 8o in the face of great opportuni-
ties? A great opportunity has come to
the greatest that this generation need
hope to expect. Through the fortune of
politics it has come about that the party

now in power at Ottawa is that with
which the Coronisr has not been in
sympathy, but we feel that we would
be taking a most unpatriotic course
if ‘'we did not forget this while dis-
cussing the great issues now b:fore the
people of the Dominion, and in consid-
ering what line of policy ought to be
adopted to enable the country to im-
prove to the utmost the matchless pros-
" .pects now before it. There would be
some pleasure in seeing old and tried
wolitical friends restored to power, but
we would be willing to forego that plea-
sure for the present if the gentlemen now
in office can devise plans whereby the
moet can be made of the golden oppor-
tunity now at hand. Hence we feel it
to be a patriotic duty to support such
measures introduced by the Liberal min-
istry as we would have supported if they
had been introduced by & Conservative
ministry, and to assist instead of ham-
pering the developmentof whattojitseems
to be a timely and necessary policy with
the same heartiness a8 we would have
assisted a Conservative government in
carrying out what to it might seem to be
a timely and necessary policy. In
. short, we desire to take the same
position in regard to the lines
of policy adopted by the federal
government in this critical hour of our
country’s prosperity as we would adopt,
if it were unhappily necessary to take
measures for national defence. A well-
informed gentleman from Ontario eaid
to the Copoxist yesterday that he was
more than gratified to see how all over
Eastern Canada there was manifested a
disposition to lay party politics aside for
the present and join hands in making
the very best possible out of advantages
now presented to us. Thé statement has
lately been made in the despatches that
party lines seemed likely .to be badly
Wroken over measures relating to the
Yakon. For ourselves, we can hardly
see where there is room to draw party
lines on such questions at all. The party
in power must frame a pol'icy'in such
matters, and unless that policy is utterly
indefensible, unless it can be shown
that it will work evil to the
Dominion, the nature of the emergency
is such that it ought to be adopted.
This is no time for quibbling over de-
| tails. We protest against using the
business interests of Canada as gambits
in the game of political chess.
We plead ifor more patriotism
and less partizanship. We plead for a
' uuion of all the best minds of the coun-

ticing before him, and unfair also to
suitors, who have a right te have their
canses adjudicated upon by a judge
familiar with the procedure with which
he deals. We have a law in this province
requiring barristers from other provinces
to reside in the province six months be-
fore being admitted, the idea being that
they must have time in which to
familiarize themselves with the statute
law of the province. Most, if not all,

the same kind.
able if a man must pass through a period
of probation and study before he can
issue a writ or even write a dunning
letter, and yet may be pitchforked into
a Chief Justiceship without ever having

made from this province.
cedure of our courts is under the Judi-
cature Act, which is the same as is in
force in England, and our impression is
that in some of the Eastern provinces
the procedure is very different. If this
is the case, it would be unfair to the
other judges.to put over them a man
who was unfamiliar with the practice of
the courts, unfair also to the bar prac-

the.other provinces have provisions of
It is certainly remark-

seen the province.

A PATENT MEDICINE JUBILEE.

A somewhat unusunal episode occurred
at Lowell, Mass., a short time ago,
when the J. C. Ayer Company celebrat-
ed the jubilee of its organization by a
banquet and appropriate ceremonies

The only excuse we need offer for men-
tioning such an incident in this place is
that, in addition to having given employ-
ment to hundreds of men for half a cen-
tury, this well-known company has by
its liberal patronage of the newspapers
done much to make the press of Ameri-
ca what it is to-day. Everyone knows
that the success of newspapers is due to
advertising. It isonly the revenue de-
rived from advertigers that has enabled
the newspapers of this continent to find
a profitable field in nearly every village
and hamlet. The owners of proprietary
medicines contribute immensely to this
souroe}ﬁncome, and, if we are not mis-
taken, the J. C. Ayer Company were
pioneers in this field. It is only right,
therefore, that when such a concern en-
ters upon the second half of its century
of active business life, some mention
should be made of the facts. The record
of this firm in the advertising world is
unsurpassed and we think unrivalled.
Other houses may have paid out more
money for short periods, but for half a
century this company has contributed
thonsands and tens of thousands of dol-
lars to pay the expense of producing the
newspapers of more than one continent.

Tax best answer to make to the asser-
tions in the Times that * overwhelming
evidence is now forward to prove that

sent twenty-four horses to the river by
steamer on Wedneeday. But sincerefer-
ence has been made by that paper to
the sources of information at the dis-
posal of the CoLonisT, we may. say that
the statement made in this paper that
‘““the ice is in such a condition that a
week ago travel was interrupted, and no
word has been received since except that
if the weather turned cold it would be
all right,” was based upon a letter
written from twenty milesup the Stikine
by a gentleman whose duty it was to re-
port the actual facts of the case. On
Taesday the Coroxist said: *It is quite
inaccurate to say that there is no likeli-
hood that any of the parties now on the
way will get up the river on the ice.
The season has been exceptionally mild
and the ice which formed in December
has been worn away by running water.
At the same time cold weather eome-
times comes in March ; if it does, parties
on the river will get through all right.”
On Sunday the Covronist said that pro-
gress up the river had been stopped
awaiting a frost. Thesé statements tell
the literal facts of the case, and
they are all that the CoroxNIsT
had fo say on the subject. They refer
only to the parties that were actually on
the river. At the date of the last ad-
vices from the river all these parties,
who number probably a thousand men,
with several hundred horses, were wait-
ing on. the ice in the hope that cold
weather would allow them to proceed.
We do not know, nor does anyone in
Victoria know, if the hoped-for fall in
the temperature has taken place, and it
is perfect nonsense for the Times to pre-
tend that it has any sources of informa-
tion on the subject. If cold weather has
come they have probably gone on; if it
has not, presumably they will come
back or else go into camp until the
river opens. Whatobject the Times has
in lending its aid to the Seattle and Ta-
coma papers in their endeavor to preju-
dice the public against the Stikine river
we cannotf imagine. 7

Tuae Toronto Globe, speaking, let us
hope, with authority, says that ‘‘ what-
ever advantage to our trade arises from
the fact that Canadian goods will go
into the Yukon without paying duty will
be unflinchingly maintained, and the
business community can safely reckon
upon that as the prime basis in all cal-
culations on the matter.”” Ii the Globe
and ite Eastern contemporaries had
spoken in this tone eight months ago,
when the British Columbia papers were
standing alone in the fight for the reten-
tion of Canadian trade by Canadian mer-
chants, it would have meant millions of
dollars to the country. The Globe
thinks the Ontario government could
well afford to spend money in adver-
tising the advantages of the Ontario
cities as outfitting points.

Tuax San Francisco Chronicle says the
Canadian land trails to the Klondike
are crowded with sufferers from Arctic
cold. It refers particularly to the Stikine.
In view of the fact that the trouble on
the Stikine has. been that the weather
was not cold enough to enable the teams
to make a sleigh road, the Chronicle will
have to excuse us for asking it where it
got its information about the treasure
hunters on the Stikine dying of pneu-
monia and meningitis or coming back to
the coast with frost-bitten hands and
feet. The Stikine, we may inform our
contemporary, does not flow over the
Chilkoot or White Pass.

Ocr United States meighbors are be-
ginning .o realize how greatly they will
be under obligations to Canada for a
route to the gold fields of Interior Alas-
ka and are much pleased in conee-
quence because an attempt is to be
made to find a paesable way up the
Copper river. Such information as is

now available about that river is calcu-
lated to discourage all expectations of

that kind.

PressuRE is being brought upon Uni-
ted States life insurance companies to
get them to suspend the operation of tne
clause in their policies by which forfeit-
ure is the result of the insured’s volun-
tering as a soldier. "The United States
pension system is a good deal like life
and accident insurance for soldiers and
their families. 5

Tae Post-Intelligencer says it is alto-
gether doubtful if a route can be found
for a railway from Lake Teslin to a
British Columbia port. What nonsense
thisis! The country is by no meansa
difficult one from an engineering point
of view.

WaeN does the department of public
works propose to put a sidewalk down
in front of the new post office. The de-
lay is utterly inexcusable. But it is
fair to say that no one tries to excuse it.
All that is done is to neglect it.

i s S
° AuBrey BEARDsLEY, artist, is dead.
No matter where he goes in the next
world, he cannot see anything worse
than what he used to draw in this one,

A Cmicaco dispatch says the United
States cavalry is getting ready for the
invasion of Cuba. This seems a little
premature, unless the cavalrymen are
to swim their steeds to the island.

TrE deficit in the last eight months in
the United States revenue under the
Dingley tariff reached $51,000,000. That
tariff paseed the golden line between rev-

for the present the Stikine route is un-

_ <tr7 in an effort to realize to the ntmost

S
.

fact that Messrs. Mackenzie & Mann

available for traffic of any kind 7’ is the‘

-

CONTRACT LABOR.

The object of the bill introduced by
Mr. Macpherson, which passed its second
readingon Thursday, is in some respects
laudable. What the introdacer of the
measure intended is to secure theun-
skilled workmen of Britieh Columbiafrom
competition from the cheaper unskilled
labor of the East. There will be a good
many miles of railway built in this
province during the next few years, and
under normal circumstances a large
number of men would be brought from
the East to work on them. Men can be
hired more cheaply there than in this
province. . We sympathize with any
effort that may be made to give our
people here at home the first chance at
such work; but we are in great doubt as
to legislation of the character of the
measure in question. As there were
seventeen votes for the bill on second
reading we may assume thai it will be
passed, in which event the Lieutenant-
Governor will be called upon to use the
discretion vested in him as the repre-
sentative of the Governor-General and
the Crown, as distinguished from his
powers as the head of the government
of the province, and say whether he
will give his assent to a measure,
which affects the whole scheme
of confederation. We argued in the
case of the Oriental labor bill, which
Lientenant-Governor Dewdney reserved
for the assent of the Governor-General,
tha$ under our plan of Union it is in-
cumbent upon the lieutenant-governors
of the several provinces to keep always
in mind their dual capacity. In one
sense they aré bound to accep® the ad-
vice of their ministers; but, as the
Sovereign may at times take-the respon-
sibility of acting without such advice,
or evem contrary to it, they may, and
indeed must, if they think any mea-
sures pasged by the local house are an-
tagonistic to Imperial policy or the prin-
ciples upon which the union of the
provinces is based, refuse their assent,
and throw the responsibility upon the
Governor-General, who, with his minis-
ters, are the proper custodians of such
matters of policy or principle.

We recognize fully how very unpopu-
lar it is among a large section of the
community to take any position which
may be constrned as hostile to labor;
bat mno good can possibly result
from advocating measares that are
not likely to become law, and it
is for this reason that-we point
out what geems to us to
an insuperable objec!ion to Mr. Macpher-
gon’s measure. By the terms of Con-
federation, Canada became one country
and Canadians acquired the right to
pass freely from one end of it to the
other, engaging in such labor as might
offer. It is true that the power to
legislate as to property and civil rights
18 vested in the provinces, and the hiring
of men in Quebec to work in British
Columbia is the exercise of a civil right.
But we submit that the authority to
deal with such “questions is subject to
the implied proviso that it shall not be
exercised in such a manner as will de-
feat the object for which the British
North America Act was passed. Pushed
to its extreme limits there is mothing
which the expression * property and
civil rights >’ will not embrace. Every
attribute of citizenship comes under this
definition. In the argument against the
constitutionality of ‘ the Canada Tem-
perance Act 1878,” it was contended
that these words were dominant in the
distribution of powers between the
federal and the provincial legislatures,
but the decisions of the Supreme Court
of Canada and of the udicial committee
of the Privy Counncil show thatthey were
not accorded thag value.

We do not suggest that in the event of
Mr. Macpherson’s bill becoming law the
courts would hold it to be unconstitu-
tional. On that point we express neo
opinion. But a measure, though quite
constitntional, may 'be objectionable
from the standpoint of general policy,
and on that ground the representative of
the Sovereign may withhold his assent,
without which it cannot become law.
This assent is not & pure formality, al-
though ordinarily that is all it amounts
to. Itisa very real prerogative, and
the officer in whom it is vested cannot
clear himself of the responsibility of ex-
ercising it. We have treated the ques-
tion, not to argue against the measure,
with the object of which we sympathize,
but eimply to show that in entering con-
federation we submitted ourselves tothe
free movement of labor, as well as of the
products of labor, throughout the ‘Dom-
inion. It may bear hardly upon some
people; but so does the right of a mer-
chant té send East for farm produce
without paying duty upon it.

THE PEACE RIVER COUNTIRY.

One of the secondary results of the
great interest taken in the gold fields of
the North is likely to be the opening o!
the Peace river country to eettlement
both by farmers and miners. The Peace
is a part of one of the great river systems
of America. Rising in what are called
on the maps the Peak mountsinsg, 8
range runfiing north and south about
midway between the Coast and the
Rockies, it cuts through the latter chain
and empties into Lake Athabasca, at the
distance of more than a thousand mile:
from its sources. Lake Athabacca re-
ceives also the waters of the river of the
same name, flowing from the south, and
discharges its flood by the Great Slave

be the least doubt exists as to the richness

ocean.. The greater portion of the Peace
river is in the territory of Athabasca,
but the greater nvmber of its tributaries
are in British Coiambia. The district
which it intersects east of the Rockies
is described in the highest terms
by . all persons who have - re-
sided there, or who havs
explored it. Itisa level prairie coun-
try and extremely fertile. The claim is
made; upon what appears to be unim-
peachable authority, that it is well
adapted for the growth cf wheat. The
summer eclimate is very delightfal, the
long days of almost constant sunshine
being very favorable to the growth of
vegetation. In winter the cold is often
very great, but probably owing to the
lower altitude of the country, as com-
pared with the prairie region farther
south, there is an absence of blizzards,
and the spring apens earlier because of
the influence of the chinook winds.

In the great trough between the Paci-
fic range and the Rockies, the Peace re-
ceives two important tributaries, name-
ly, the Findlay from the north, and the
Parsnip from the south. or rather, theee
two streams unite to form the main/
river. The region drained by the Pars-
nip is pretty well known. It is suited
to mixed agriculture. Whether it is
go!d-bearing remains to be determined.
Like all the other rivers of British Col-
umbia, its sands carry gold, but
go. far as we are aware no rich
ground has been discovered there. The
Findlay flows out of a region that is al-
most wholly unknown. One of its tribu-
taries is the Omenica, in the valley of
whose tributaries there are rich placers.
Bat the chief portion of the Findlay is
in country that has hardly been pros-
pected, owing to its remoteness from a
base of supplies. Some parties have
recently gone into this region, and rich
strikes are reported on what seems to be
good authority. The summer climatein
this region is very fine, and though the
winters are cold, they are not as 16ng as
in Eastern Canada. Unlike the Yukon
valley, the gold-bearing portions of the
Peace River va]’ey will likely be settled
permanently even after the placers are
exhausted and the quartz mines have
been worked out.

The cry that is going up for a railway
from Edmonton to the Yukon and for
another from Ashcroft to the Golden
North will stimulate interest in the por-
tion of British Columbia just referred to
and undoubtedly lead to its being
rapidly settled. We do not think that

of this great region from the gold-bear-
ing point of view. This year thousands
of people will penetrate it. They will
go from the South by the road from Ash-
croft; they will make their way across
the mountains from Edmonton; they
will go via the Nasse or the Skeena. The
country is quite easily reached now.
With a little improvement the Fraser
will be navigable for a very considerable

ing region from which much may be ex-
pected in the near future. -~

Trae Rural New Yorker estimates the
number of hens in the United States at
375,000,000 and the number of other
domestic fowls at 40,000,000. The esti-
mated annual product of hene’ eggs is
14,400,000,000 eggs, which at 15 cents a
dozen come to $165,000,000, to which
must be added $125,000,000 for the value
of the poultry sold, whereby the meek
and lowly hen is found to contribute
$290,000,000 a year to the wealth of the
nation. That is to say the hens pro-
duced more value than the wheat fields,
or the cotton fields, or all the mines, or
the hogs. One year’s yield of eggs and
poultry would more than pay for all the
cattle in the country, We suppose the
average would hold good for Canada and
that we may credit nearly $25,000,000 a
year to the hens of the Dominion. Here
is a chance for a statistician to getin his
work. If nearly sixteen billion eggs are
produced in the United States and Can-
ada in a year that means 228 per head of
the population, which in view of the
fact that a great many eggs areexported,
a great many more are used for hatch-
ing and a very considerable number are
‘spoiled, is not too high anaverage. But
who would have supposed that the hens
of Canada could more than pay the in-
terest on .the public debt three times
over.

¢ BapyLoN and other Poeme.”” This is
the title a work by Joseph W. Dorr. It
is an illustrated volume from the press
of the Commercial Trading Company,
Tacoma. The principal poem is a his-
torical romance of the days of Nimrod.
The aunthor gays it is “*‘an inspiration.”
The author says that the book has been
written for the common people and not
for critice. He will be apt to find the
common people his severest eritics. If he
can please them he need eare for no one
else. If we were to undertake to criti-
cize we shonld have to find severalfauits
with the construction of the/various
poems. Thereisa poem on *‘{Victoria
Arm.” The author proposes fo go up
that sheet of water and he on the ground
“ with my bat o’er my eyesand look up
at the sky,”” a somewhat difficult per-|
formance if he had had a crown on it.
The verses on *‘ Fishing’’ are somewhat
clever. Mr. Dorr sings of the typewriter
girl and does that very useful member of
the community -no more than justice.
The work throughout is crude, but the
gubjects dealt with are all such as are
calculated to awaken the sympathy of

enue production and prohibition of im-
ports.

river into Great Slave lake, out of which
the Mackenzie river flows to the Arctic
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