
RECOLLECTIONS OF DAMASCUS. THEhe looks down and says: "Holiness to 
thee, 0 God, and praise be to thee. Great 
is thy name. Great is thy greatness. 
There is no deity but thee." Then the 
worshiper sits upon his heels, then he 
touches his nose to the rug, and then his 
forehead, these genuflections accompanied 
with the cry: "Great is God." Then 
raising the forefinger of his right hand to- 
ward heaven, he says: “I testify there is 
no deity but God, and 1 testify that Mo. 
hammed is the servant of God, and the me. 
senger oi God." The prayers close by the 
worshiper holding his hands opened up- 
ward as if to take the divine blessing, and 
then his hands are rubbed over his face as 
if to convey the blessings to his entire body.

The spirit of the horrible religion 
which pervades the city of Damascus 
was demonstrated as late as 1860 when in 
this city it put to death 6,000 Christians in 
48 hours and put to the torch 3,000 Chris­
tian homes. Although now we pass through 
the streets of Damascus unhindered, there 
is in many parts the subdued hissing of a 
hatred for Christianity that it it dared 
would put to death every man, woman and 
child who does not declare allegiance to 
Mohammed. But it is too late in the his­
tory of the world for governments to allow 
such things as the modern massacre at 
Damascus. For such murderous attacks on 
Christian missionaries and Christian dis- 
ciples, the Gospel is not so appropriate as 
bullets or sabers sharp and heavy enough to 
cut through with one stroke from crown of 
head to saddle.

But once again I see Damascus as it was 
when this narrow street, which the Bible 
calls Straight, was a great thoroughfare 
crossing the city from gate to gate, along 
which tramped and rolled the pomp of all 
nations. There goes Abraham, the father 
of all the faithful. He has in this city been 
purchasing a celebrated slave. The re goes 
Ben Hadad of Bible times leading 32 con­
quered monarchs. There goes David, king, 
warrior and sacred poet There goes Tamer- 
lane, the conqueror. There goes Harouu al 
Raschid, once the commander of an army 
of 9.5,000 Persians and Arabs. But what
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HAS PROVEN ITSELF TO BE

BROOKLYN, N. Y., Dec. 8. —Dr. Talmage 
delivered yesterday the eleventh sermon of 
his series on Palestine and the adjoining 
countries. His text was: "As he journeyed 
he came near Damascus." Acts ix., 3. Dr. 
Talmage said: In the early morning we 
were feeling for the stirrups of our saddle 
horses, this being the day whose long mardi 
will bring us to that city whose name can- 
not be pronounced in the hearing of the in­
telligent or the Christian without making 
the blood to tingle aud the nerves to thrill, 
and putting the best emotions of the soul 
into agitation. Damascus’! During the 
day we passed Cæsarea Philippi, the north­
ern terminus of Christ’s journeying
North of that he never went. We 
lunch at uuon, seated on the fallen 
columns of one of Herod’s palaces. 
At 4 o’clock in the afternoon, coming 
to a hill-top, we saw on the broad plain a 
city, which the most famous camel-driver 
of all time, afterward called Mohammed, 
the prophet and the founder of the most 
stupendous system of error that has ever 
cursed the earth, refused to enter because 
he said God would allow man to enter but 
one paradise and he would not enter this 
earthly paradise lest he should be denied 
entrance to the heavenly. The air is so 
clear the distant objects seem close by. You 
come on the top of a hill and Damascus 
seem* only a little way off. Hut down you 
go into a valley and you see nothing for the 
next half hour, but barrenness and rocks 
regurgitated by the volcanoes of other ages. 
Up another hill and down again. Up again 
and down again. But after your patience 
is almost exhausted you reach the last hill­
top and the city of Damascus, the oldest 
city under the whole heavens, and built by 
Noah’s grandson, grow* upon your vision. 
Every mile of the journey now becomes 
more solemn and suggestive and tremend­
ous. This is the very road, tor it has been 
the only road for thousands of years, the 
road from Jerusalem to Damascus, along 
which a cavalcade of mounted officers went 
about 1,835 years ago, in the midst of them 
a fierce little man who made up by magni- 
tude of hatred for Christianity for his 
diminutive stature, and was the leading 
spirit and, though suffering from chronic in­
flammation of the eyes, from those eyes 
flashed more indignation against Christ’s 

followers than any one of the horsed pro- 
cession. This little man, before his name
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The effect of the systematic temperance 
work that is being done in the city under 
the supervision of the Ministerial Associa- 
tion is becoming each day more apparent, 
and especially does the advancement in 
temperance sentiment show itself at the 
regular Saturday evening meetings held in 
Victoria Hall. The gathering on Saturday 
evening last was of an unusually enthusi- 
astic character. The chair was occupied 
by City Clerk Abbott, ami among those on 
the platform were Revs. W. J. Clark, M. P. 
Talling, H. C. Speller, Stephen Bond, 
George Boyd, W. J. Little and Messrs. 
Leonard Weaver, John Cameron, W. 
Bowman, J. Bowman and Cook.

The chairman, in introducing the speak- 
ers, after a brief opening service, said he 
was glad to be present to do what he could 
in advancing temperance sentiment. He 
had for many years been a temperance 
worker aud was one of the organizers of 
the Knights of Temperance which was 
formed in the city 1851, but which had 
since been absorbed in the Sons of Temper- 
ance,

Mr. Leonard Weaver was then called 
upon for a few remarks. After expressing 
the pleasure he felt at being present he 
said, referring to the liquor traffic: "We 
cannot be blind to the evils of strong drink. 
The painful spectacle that is shown where- 
ever its influence is felt is potent to all. Its 
miserable homes, the breaking of hearts and 
weeping widows and children are miseries 
that invariably follow in its wake 
As a servant of God, I for one 
will do all that I can for the 
stamping out of the evil, and although the 
enemy may to-day think that their business 
is safe from successful assault their minds 
must soon be disabused. God is on our 
side and he will give us the victory." 
There is a great responsibility resting 
upon the mothers of the Dominion," said the 
speaker in conclusion; "there is room for 
great effort in the reformation of the home 
customs, and what is needed is earnestness, 
fervor of spirit, and moral courage. Armed 
with these weapons we shall soon be 
brought into the presence of the Divine 
Conquerer, get a firm grip of his hand, re- 
ceive power and encouragement from him 
and be led on to victory.”

Rev. A. C. Courtice, on rising to speak, 
was greeted with a storm of applause. In 
opening he referred to the success which 
had attended the labors of the canvassers 
who had taken around the petitions in 
f vor of a reduction in the number of liquor 
licenses in the city. "We have secured," 
he said, "over 1,700 signatures from bona 
fide ratepayers, and I hope and trust that 
the same sweeping victory that has char- 
acterized this branch of the work will be
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most stirs my soul is a blind 
man passing along the street, small 
of stature and insignificant in per- 
sonal appearance. It is Saul of Tarsus 
He is led by his friends into the house of 
Judas, not Judas the bad, but Judas the 
good. In another part of this city one 
Ananias, not Ananias the liar, but Ananias 
the Christian, is told by the Lord to go to 
this house of Judas on Straight street and 
put his hands on the blind eyes of Saul, 
that his sight might return. "Oh," said 
Ananias, “I dare not go, that Saul is a 
terrible fellow. He kills Christians, and 
he will kill me." “Go," said the Lord, 
and Ananias went. There sits in blindness 
that tremendous persecutor. He was a 
great nature crushed. He had started for the 
city of Damascus for the one purpose of 
assassinating Christ’s followers, but since 
that fall from his horse he has entirely 
changed. Ananias steps up to the sight- 
less man, puts his right thumb on one eye 
and the left thumb on the other eye, and 
in an outburst of sympathy and love and 
faith says: “Brother Saul ! Brother Saul ! 
the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto 
thee in the way as thou camest, has sent 
me that thou mayst receive thy sight, and 
be filled with the Holy Ghost." Instantly 
something like scales fell from the blind 
man's eyes, and he arose from that seal the 
mightiest evangel of all the ages, a Sir 
William Hamilton for metaphysical 
analysis, a John Milton for sublimity of 
thought, a Whitefield for popular elo- 
quence, a John Howard for wide-spread 
philanthropy, but more than all of them 
put together, inspired, thunderbolted, 
multipotent, apostolic. Did Judas, the 
kind host of this blind man, or Ananias, 
the visitor, see scales drop from the sight- 
less eyes? I think not. But Paul knew 
they had fallen, and that is all that hap- 
pens to any of us when we are converted. 
The blinding scales drop from our eyes, and 
we see things differently.

A Christian woman, missionary among a 
most degraded tribe, was trying to per- 
suade a heathen woman not only of need of 
change ot heart, but change of habits, but 
the effort failed until the barbaric woman, 
passing through the hall, saw herself in the 
mirror for the first time, when she ex- 
claimed: "Can it be possible 1 look like 
that?" and appalled at her own ap- 
pearance, she renounced her old religion, 
and asked to be instructed in the Christian 
religion. So we feel that we are all right 
in our sinful and unchanged condition, un- 
til the scales fall from our eyes, and in the 
looking-glass of God’s Word we see our- 
selves as we really are, until Divine grace 
transforms us.

AND Office Hours—9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sundays, 1 p.m.to 3 p.m. tz
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was changed to Paul, was called Saul. So 
many of the mightiest natures of ail ages 
are condensed into smallness of stature. 
The Frenchman who was sometimes called 
by his troops "Oli One Hundred Thou- 
sand," was often because of his abbrevi- 
ated personal presence styled “Little Nap.” 
Lord Nelson, with insignificant stature to 
start with, and one eye put out at Calvi 
and his right arm taken off at Teneriffe, 
proves himself at Trafalgar the mightiest 
hero of the English navy. The greatest of 
American theologians, Archibald Alex- 
ander, could stand under the elbow of many 
of his contemporaries. Look out for little 
men when they start out for some especial 
mission of good or evil. The thunderbolt is 
only a condensation of electricity.

Well, that galloping group of horsemen 
on the road to Damascus were halted 
quicker than bombshell or cavalry charge 
ever halted a regiment. Suddenly at noon 
there flashed from the heavens a light which 
made that Syrian sun seem tame as a star 
in comparison. It was the face of the slain 
and ascended Christ, looking from the 
heavens, and under the dash of that over­
powering light all the horses dropped with 
their riders, human face and horses’ mane 
together in the dust. And then two claps 
of thunder followed, utter ing the two words, 
the second word like the first: "Saul! 
Saul!" For three days that fallen eques- 
trian was totally blind. I had read the 
story a hundred times, but it never so im- 
pressed me before. As I took my Bible 
from the saddle bags and read aloud to our 
comrades in travel: "As he journeyed, he 
came near Damascus, and suddenly there 
shined round about him a light from heaven, 
and he fell to the earth and heard a voice 
say unto him, ‘Saul ! Saul ! Why persecut- 
est thou me? and he said, ‘Who art thou. 
Lord? And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus, 
whom thou persecutest.’”

But we cannot stop longer on this road, 
for we shall see this unhorsed equestrian 
later in Damascus. Many travelers ex- 
press disappointment with Damascus, but 
the trouble is they have carried on their 
minds from boyhood the book which dazzles 
so many young people—the "The Arabian 
Nights," and they come into Damascus 
looking for Aladdin’s lamp, and Aladdin’s 
ring, and the genii. Under my window to- 
night in the hotel at Damascus I hear the 
perpetual ripple and the rush of the river 
Abana. And not far off the river Pharpar, 
which our horses waded through to-day. 
And, as the rivers Gihon, and Pison, and 
Hiddekel, and Euphrates made the para­
dise of the past, so Abana and Pharpar 
make this Damascus a paradise. This is 
what made General Naaman so mad when 
he was told for the cure of his leprosy to go 
and wash in the river Jordan. The river 
Jordan is much of the year a muddy 
stream, and it is never so clear as this river 
Abana, nor as the river Pharnar, that was 
crossed to-day. Naaman had great and 
patriotic pride in these two rivers of his 
own country, and when Elisha the prophet 
told him that if he wanted to get rid of 
his leprosy, he must go and wash in the 
Jordan, he uttered those memorable words: 
"Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than the waters of 
Israel? May I not wash in them and be 
clean?" Thank God we live in a land with 
plenty of rivers. Only those who have 
traveled In the deserts of Syria, or Egypt, 
or have in the Oriental cities heard the 
tinkling of the bell of those who sell water, 
can realise what it is to have this divine 
beverage in abundance—water, living 
water, God-given water!
We are awakened in the morning in 
Damascus by the song of those who have 
different styles of food to sell. They sing: 
"God is the nourisher, buy my bread;" 
"God is the nourisher, buy my milk;" 
"God is the nourisher, buy my fruit." 
As you look out of the window you see the 
Mohammedans, who are in large majority 
in the city, at prayer. And if it were put
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The speaker ten proceeded to analyze the 
component parts of the liquor traffic. 
"What is a bar-room?" he asked. "A 
counter over which the buyer and seller 
trade. What do they amount to educa­
tionally? How ie their arithmetic? It is 
shown over and over again in their system| 
of giving change. If a sober man gets two. 
drinks and puts down a quarter of a 
dollar he will get 15 cents back. If 
a drunken man puts down the quarter he 
gets back nothing. The grammar of the 
bar-room teaches nothing but the rules for 
the composition of drinks. Its geography 
is confined to a treatise on the length and 
width of the broad way to destruction.

"What does the traffic amount to intel- 
lectually? Literature, it has none, and 
its conversation is of the lowest type. 
What is the bar-room as a moralist to the 
city? It is the meeting place of the strong- 
est, basest and most dangerous passions of 
mankind—the appetite for strong drink, 
and the greed of gain. It is well known to 
what terrible extremes the first passion 
will carry its victim. The second 
causes the dealers to sell their stuff 
to men, when their mothers, wives, 
and daughters plead piteously with them 
not to. It causes them to defy all law and 
sell to minors, after hours, on Sundays and 
to drunken men. There may be exceptions 
to the rule, but not many." Referring to 
the threatened boycotting of the men who 
had signed the recent petitions, the speaker 
said that the boycott was a miser- 
able weapon, a sort of two-edged 
sword, which was just as likely 
to cut the person using it as much as 
those against whom the blow was aimed.

“HYDRATED OIL"
not only cures Colda, Chronic Coughs 
aid all Wasting Diseases, but it builds 
up the system and puts on good SOLID 
FLESH. It is Palatable, Tonic, Diges- 
tive and Nutritive.

Send 2c stamp fur Dr. G. Overend Drewry’s 
valuable treatise to
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Melinda Dyed, but Lived!
Dick Fordham drew up his dashing horse 

at his best girl’s gate, and jumped down 
from his buggy and opened the gate, walked 
toward the front door where he met Melin­
da’s young brother, Tommy, who was eat­
ing a banana.

‘Well, Tommy, how are you, and all the 
others to-day?"

"Oh, we are very well, but Sister Melin- 
da dyed this afternoon in the baek 
kitchen.”

"What ! died Tommy !'
“Yes, Mr. Fordham, and mother is with 

her now, watching her."
Dick Fordham, pale and trembling, 

dashed unceremoniously toward the back 
kitchen at the rear of the house and entered 
breathless.

"Oh, Dick!" Melinda exclaimed, "are you 
ill? What has happened to you? Mother 
he is fainting !"

Dick took the seat nearest him, and after 
recovering his breath, endeavored to ex- 
plain matters, after which Melinda’s mother 
went off to look for her son Tommy, who, 
fortunately for himself, had retired to a

“The remedy for the first of these passions 
—love for strong drink—is a simple one. 
Don’t touch it. For the second there is 
but one remedy also—total prohibition. 
The reason why more persons are not found 
in the total abstainers’ ranks is to be four 1 
in the fact that church-going people do 
not use their influence, and because 
of mistaken social and home habits, in offer- 
ing friends liquors or wines. May God 
speed the day," said the speaker in con- 
clusion, "when the whole of the traffic 
shall be wiped out. If we love this glorious 
heritage given us by our fathers, let us 
wake up and push on to the grand and cer- 
tain victory."

Mr. W. Bevan presided at the organ, 
while Mr. A. Talbot assisted materially with 
the cornet. A liberal collection was taken 
up to defray expenses.

Miss Lillywhite contributed a well- 
rendered solo to the musical programme.

Like Lightning.
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LINEALLAN
hiding place in the barn.

Dick never before felt so happy, and at| 
the same time so proud of Melinda as he did 
while viewing the finishing of the dyeing i 
operation with Diamond Dyes. He said he1 
ofter had heard of Diamond Dyes, but had 
never known much about their usefulness. 
Melinda gently hinted that if he ever com- 
menced to keep house he should always re­
member that Diamond Dyes were necessary 
for the comfort of a wife.

Dick and Melinda are now married, and 
young Tommy who regularly visits them, is 
often thanked by his brother-in-law for 
having frightened him by saying "Melinda 
Dved."

Diamond Dyes are still the favorites in 
Mrs. Fordham’s house, and she has proved 
to be a very jewel as a good aud economi­
cal wife.

cause they haue earned their 
popularity on their merits, in 
spite of the thousands of brands 
that haue been introduced (and 
since died out) since their intro-|

Royal Mail Steamships.
Reduced Saloon and In­

termediate Rates.

CANADIAN 0
VPACIFIC KY

From 
Portland. 

.Dec. 25 

....Jan. 8 
.. Jan. 22

From 
Halifax.
Nov.29
Dec. 131
Dec. 27
Jan. 10
Jan. 24

duction. CIRCASSIAN 
SARDINIAN.. 
PARISIAN 
CIRCASSIAN. 
SARDINIAN.They have many IMITATORS 

BUT NO EQUALS.
The demand is greater than 

ever.

First cabin, single $10, $50, $60, return, $8 , 
$90 and $110, according to accommodation; 
intermediate, $25: return $55.

Steerage, both outward and prepaid, at 
lowest rates.

For further information apply to E DE LA 
HOOKE. No. 3 Masonic Temple: T. R. PARK 
RR, No. I Masonic Temple: HENRY TAYLOR

2 MORE
EXCURSIONS 

---- TO—

ONE-WAYManufacturers in Canada. zxt
Masonic Temple, the only authorized agents 
London.

WHITE STAR LINE
Fall and Winter Season Be­

ginning Aug. 1.
Royal and United States Mail Steam­

ers for Qu eenstown and Liverpool, i

ons Sold AnnualGreen, the jeweler, .374 Richmond street 
is giving unequaled value in watches and 
jewelry. Call and see. No trouble to show 
goods. zXV

J. B. Cook, dentist, 211, Dundas street,

British Columbia, 
Washington Territory, 

Oregon and California, 
Leave Toronto 11 p.m.

FRIDAY, 
Dec. 12, 26. 

Running through to Vancouver without 
change.

For berths and all information apply to any 
agen of the company, 
TROS. R. PARKER, City Ticket 

A cent. No. 1 Masonic Temple.

Ito vote who should be king of all the earth, 
15.000 in that city would say Christ, but 
130,000 would say Mohammed. The 
muezzin, or officers of religion, who an- 
nounce the time of worship, appear high up 
on the different minarets, and cry in a sad 
and mumbling way, "God is great. 1 bear 
witness that there is no God but God. I 
bear witness that Mohammed is the apostle 
of God. Come to prayers! Come to sal- 
vation ! God is Great. There is no other 
but God. Prayers are better than sleep." 
Five times a day must the Mohammedan 
engage in worship. As lie begins, he turns 
his face toward the city of Mecca, and un- 
rolls upon the ground a rug which he always 
carries. With his thumbs touching the 
lobes of his ears, and holding him face be- 
tween his hands, he cries: "God is great.’ 
Then folding his hands across hie girdle,

A Friend in Need.—DR. WISTAR’S 
Balsam OF WILD CHERRY is a friend in 
deed, Who has not found it such in curing
coughs and diseases of the lungs and thro ? Vitalized air, electricity or cocaine for pain- 
The sick are assured that the high standard 1 less extraction
of excellence on which the popularity of —,---------.. —,— —-The Handsomest Lady in London 

remarked to a friend the other day that she 
knew Kemp’s Balsam for the Throat and 
Lungs was a superior remedy, as it stopped 
her cough instantly when other cough

They will always be the superiors of 
all other cigars now in the market, or 
that may be introduced at any time,| 
if the finest of the crops and forty 
years’ experience can maintain the 
position they now occupy.

this preparation is based, will always be 
maintained by the proprietors.

The Old Story.
The enormous and constantly increasing 

sales of "Athlete" and De rby ( ig rettes.

GERMANIC
TEUTONIC......
BRITANNIC..
MAJESTIC..
GERMANIC........

..........Dec. 7
.......... Dec. 11 I
.......... Dec. 14 :
...........Dec. 20

remedies had no effect whatever. So to From White Star Dock, foot West Tenth St. I 
Saloon rates, $50 and upwards; on Teutonic 

and Majest c. $60 and upwards; second cabin1 
rates. Majestic and Teutonic, $35 and $10; 
round trip 870 and $80, according to location 1 
of berth. Exc ursion tickets on favorable terms. I 
Steerage, $20. Company’s Office, 41 Broad 
way. New York.

For further information apply to W. Y. I 
BRUNTON & SON or EDWARD DE LA HOOKE 
agents of the line for Lonken. Ont.

adds another to the many proofs that S.DAVIS &SONSa prove this and convince you of its merit 
any druggist will give you a sample bottle 
free. Large size 50 cents and $1. zxv

superior article is the sure road 
1. RITCHIE & Co., Montreal.

to success.

I Stone flour, rolled oats, feed of all kinds, etc.
I L. < rouse, of the Byron mills, has opened ont 
I at 357 Talbot street. Patrons can telephone. 
I 738. The public can alsosecure T. Yerex’s d ray 
jby tele phoning above. LEV

No Christmas and New Year’s table 
should be without a bottle of Angostura 
Bitters, the world renowned appetizer of 
exquisite flavor. Beware of counterfeits.

MONTREAL.
Largest Cigar Manufacturers in Canada 

zxt
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