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TDEAL IN THE PROVINGIAE JAL
DU THE PRISENERS ARE TREATED LIKE
THE BROTHERS WHO HAVE ERRED

In Jul\ of 1911 the provincial jaitat L e"mndqc was mpcncd for
' h 99 sunlit steel and concrete cells ready and wai
whose term of sentence \\a\ between thirty
three months: Hon. A."J. McLean, provincial secretary of
\Ibe is the:controlling spirit of .h institution, and Dr. J. H.
ivers, warden of thegail,“is the mam who carries out Mr. -McLean's
as. And Mr. McLean’s ideas are strange insofar as they embrace
1 of the of brotherly love and the golden rule that hard-
ilkeepers laugh in scorn and predict utter failure- In fact,
and Dr have instituted a process of treatment
men which is so new that it is in the ure of a wild
iment. It is t cat them like white men and erring brother
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e went through wide, airy, sunlit corridory and iron gates into
the jail store-room where a prisoner was in charge of the grocery
1epdrtmun We went through .other corridors into the kitchen |
where prisoners sweated in Lhe heat ofthe great range. It was clean
and fresh, and the equipment was that of a great hote We went
to the powerhouse, a separate building with a huge rt“l finger of
sm inting heavenward. Here, t everything was b 1
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will not be until the new wing is built. The cells are
ote, each is fitted up with a cot and blankets, a
10t and coll running water, a lavatory, a towel
and comb and mirror, a bible—and a man. TI
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nice-looking young man lying on a cot,
. knees in the air and a magazine

\\ ho is he?” I asked.

l‘n is a qnahiiml M. who is doing time for being a dope
fiend,” explained the warden. Next we came to a wooden partition
extending clean across one end of the L‘\Il’ldl"l

“In here,” said Dr. Rivers, “we have a self-confessed murderer |
named Carlson- Ile is waiting ‘'trial and we have a special guard
er him all the time.” $So we went in and looked at the man who

‘ slaying a'sleeping friend with an axe in a lonely
on a homestead i the flat country. Carlson was short and.{
sageing shoulders, his face was as handsome as a Greek |
he had crisp cuding beard and great, misery-dazed brown?
Seeing Dr. Rivers, he approached ymumbling <<)methmg He
:omplaining that he thought he \\kas being poisaned, and hé
sked if he could have pork chops instead of beef. . Dr. Rivers asked
f looked at his tongue, felt his pulse+and went to
pensary where He firépared a prescription for:the man. There]
careless passing overgor no indifference to the needs of Ihe"
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Over at the end of the other corridor was the barber shop where |
ny prisoners were scraping the growth from their hm\. preparing |
r Sunday. Two or three were attired in stripes, the others in blue

S, |

“Why the stripes?”’ I queried. {

‘They tried to escape, and that is their punishment,” was the |
information given. From the dormitories we went upstairs to the
guards’ room where a convict cobbler was tap-tap-tapping beside a |
where the night guard was sleeping. The jail was certainly
overcrowded.

Out in the sunshine Head Jailer Rogers was overseeing the work
of the men, a gang under a guard was at work rip-rapping the shores
of a lake near the road, a gang under a hired carpenter was building
a drive-shed, Felix Bruno and the Paul boys, Calgary citizens of
note among the halfbreed population, were digging. No one was|
on gaard and they were working hard. Three tri mbrick houses
where the prison officials live stood in a row behind the power
plant; they had been built by prison labor, as also .Dri Rivers’ resi-
dence, which is in course of construction. A man, driving a splendid
team, came up with a load of material which he had houled some |
miles., No guard was with him, but he wore the prison uniform.

“Is he a prisoner?” T asked. I was told he was, and he cheer- |
fully stopped to be photographed. [

Hon. A. J. McLean is only just getting started in his work
When it is running right, as he hopes, it will be a model institution
He believes much crime is due to the fact that in most cases when
a prisoner is turned o1« after serving his séntence he has no money
and no to get any: This leads him naturally back ¢
pursuits. McLean has a plan which he expects will rectify this.
1\1zt'in<v gangs of convicts out work ‘under
fegt ; them fifty cents a day for the time they work. This
money will be given them when they are turned out, i1l enable
them to live nntxl they secure honest emplovment.

Then also, he believes that many, young first-termers are ru
irrevocably by being forced to serve with hardened crin l
overcome this he intends securing a farm a few miles from the
present jail where only first term prisoners-will be kept- In this
way he will:be able to‘have stricter watch kept over the real bad |
men and a more lenient care of the erring ones. As at present the |
mcorrigable’ ones benefit because they are imprisoned in company
with first term men, and the latter suffer because they have to be
herded with the real criminals. Separation of the two classes will
help this state of affairs very much.

Already Mr. McLean’s plan of treating convicts as men has born

One nasty-spirited convict pleaded sick and remained in
uard brought him his meal, and when the guard stepped int
he was met with a punch on the eye. Several prisoners wh
occurence the prison authorities that the man
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And here is another instance: A man was ~cmenced last fall,
before the cold spell. He had a homestead and a family some
s away and the shack in which they lived was not mc 1l up right
for winter w eather. So he asked for permission to go and do some
work before serving time. He was given a set period and
left, with orders to return by a certain day. When that day came |
the thermometer was something like fifty degrees below zero: and
yet that man walked back to jail through thirty miles of bitter
weather. That's what one sometimes gets for treating a man white.
Twelve guards keep watch over the 135 prisoners and up to]
April 1st \lu re were no guns, no handcuffs, and no leg-irons in the
establishment. From last July to April of this year those men had
watched over hi mrlvc' Is of criminals with no means of self protection
there uld be trouble. But on:April 1st there arrived a ship-
ment and of Colt revolvers- Also in the
the men who try to run away will be granted the privilege
ing an Oregon boot
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if +h
1

irons future
of wear-
This 1s an improvement on the old style ball
and chain, being an iron frame that fits over the foot and supports
around the calf of the leg a heavy steel circlet which is locked there
and which makes haste or speed an unknown or unattainable state
of affairs.
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