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surpassed. The biggest expense in 
fixing this highway would be that of 
replacing Colinet Bridge. He hoped 
an attempt to open this road would be 
made. On the road from galmonter 
to St. Mary's a good lot of repairs 
were needed and In this part the roadsJ 
In the district could be only kept in 
passable condition by special grants, 
the usual allocations being entirely 
too small. momFrom Placentia to the 
Cape Shore there was hardly any road, 
and that important part of the district 
had-neither railroad nor coastal sen- 
vice, although the people there have 
to pay their equal share of the taxes. 
He thought a substantial amount

or
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sent to the House. Last fall scores of 
people there could not market their 
produce for want of-communication by 
road and consequently thousands of 
dollars were lost to the country, as the 
fish held Oder till .this Spring did not
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House of Assembly.
MONDAY, July 6.

The House opened at 3 p.m.
After some preliminaries the House 

wept into committee on Supply.
Mr. Higgins asked if it was the in

tention of the Government to make 
any special vote out of the surplus for 
marine works, etc.

The Prime Minister replied that no 
special vote would be made. An 
amount up to ten or fifteen thousand

bring tpe money that could be realiz
ed last" fall. He hoped that special 
consideration for the special condi
tions existing there would be given 
by the Government He stated that 
he was informed that this section 
would not be given Coastal Service 
•for hie season," and hoped the discrim
ination was pot to the same category 
ad that shown In other sections. The 

j allocations for the road from Tre- 
; passey to St Shott’s were not sufficient 
to repair half the road. He noticed 
that the sum of $300 was the alloca
tion for repairs to more than 50 miles 
of road on the West side of the bay, 
the same amount as has been assigned 
for the past 50 years. Why was there 
no increase? Why did not the Gov
ernment vote some of the handsome 
surplus that they found when they 
took office? He asked for only enough 
to make the roads passable for the 
unfortunate people who are compelled 
to walk over them.

Mr. MacDonneH asked the Minister 
of Public Works it any consideration 
had been given the petition of the peo
ple of Codroy, re a motor boat to tow 
the scow across Grand River. The 
Minister Informed him that the matter 
had been referred to the department 
of Colonial Secretary.

Sir Michael Caahim asked some 
questions re the allocations for the 
district of Ferry land, and why the

dollars had already been voted and ! Road Board thye had been dismissed.
The Postal and Telegraph votes 

were next discussed. The leader of 
the Opposition thought that the de
puty head of that department was not 
being treated fairly. He asked if the 
salaries were allocated according to 
the recommendations of the Commis
sion. Mr. O. LeMessurler was receiv
ing only $3,000, when other deputies 
were receiving $3.600. Why was not 
Mr. LeMessurler'». salary increased 
like Mr. Milley’s, who was receiving 
$.160. There is a reason? Were not 
wires pulled?'

Mr. Halfyard—Mr. Milley’s salary 
was increased on Executive responsi
bility.

Sir Michael Cashin—Yes I under
stand that The reason is that during 
the past month Mr. Milley had been 
working for the success of the Govern
ment candidate in Bay de Verde. The 
Is publicly known that he attended 
political meetings and pulled wires, 
so that it seems now his services are 
rewarded.

Mr. Halfjrard—Politics had nothing 
to do With these estimates.

Sir M. P. Cashin—Oh yes It has. Cer
tainly you are not as green as you ap
pear to be in this connection. You 
vote yourselves fat salaries of $f,000 
and deacriminate against such men as 
Kinsella, because you think he didn't 
do any political work for you.

Mr. Warren—Why did you not vote 
Increases when you were in power?

Sly M. P. Cashin—Because we did 
not think it right and proper.

Sir M. P. Cashin asked if the Com
mercial Cable Co. tax had. been collect
ed as per judgment and are any ar-

he feared some more would have to 
be allocated to replace bridges, etc., 
that had been destroyed in recent 
fires.

Mr. Higgins discussing the vote for 
Public Works said that the increase 
of 20% was altogether Inadequate. 
Regarding the changes made in St. 
John’s East he said they are not going 
tos make any reforms, but shifts are 
being made In the district which will 
not give satisfactory rotures. This is 
very petty work, but myj'egret is that 
some of the methods adopted in giv
ing the allocations will not bring sat
isfactory returns, and the district by 
the shiftings will lose men who have 
In the past given excellent service.

Mr. Jennings said he was not aware 
that things were as Mr. Higgins stated. 
Mr. Higgins replying said that from 
his information he gathered that some 
person was taking charge of his (Jen
nings) Department.

Mr. Jennings—I don’t think so.
Hon. R. A. Squires In reply to Mr. 

Walsh stated that some months ago 
several thousand dollars had been ap
propriated for emergency repairs to 
roads and bridges in the district of 
Placentia and St. Mary’s.

Mr. Walsh speaking on the grant 
for Public Works thought that the al
locations were altogether inadequate, 
for this season, and hoped the discrim- 
he thought that the same rate of 
wages should be given men on public 
Works as is given by private corpora
tions and firms. He asked If it was 
the. intention of the Government to 
open the road from Colinet to Placen
tia. The beauties of the scenery in 
that part of the district could not be
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rangements being made re Cable at 
Port aux Basques.

Mr. Warren—The judgment only ar
rived a day or two ago. Mr. Morin# 
will be instructed to go ahead and 
collect same at once.

Mr. Halfyard said that the reason 
Mr. Kinsella’s salary was no more 
than $1,644.00 was because the Civil 
Service Commission recommended 
that amount as a maximum salary for 
men in such positions.

Mr. Higgins wanted to know why 
Mr. LeMeesurier’e (G.P.O.) salary was 
not evened up to that of Mr. Milley, 
and why was not Mr. Kinsella’s raised 
to $2,160, also. He thought that 
gross discrimination was shown. Mr. 
LeMessurler Was one of the best of
ficials in the whole service. Ministers 
may come and ministers may go, but 
Mr. Geo. LeMessurler goes on forever, 
and if anything happened that gentle
man it would be hard to replace him. 
Then again, there is Mr. Campbell. 
Why is he increased from $1,684.00 to 
$2,160.00 and Kinsella from $1,512.00 
to $1,644.00 Why this discrimination ? 
What political work did Campbell do 
for you? Of course he must have done 
something to merit an increase of 
$570.00 We were expecting “reform' 
in these matters from this “reform' 
Government, but such acts as these 
mentioned are the kind of “reforms' 
the country is getting. It is not reform 
for Campbell to get $2,160.00, Milley 
$2,160.00 and Harris $3,600.00, while 
Kinsella gets $1,644.00, Devereaux 
$1,644.00 and LeMessurler $3,000.00 
and these things can in no way be jus
tified.

Mr. Bennett thought that the de
puties in all the departments should 
be treated alike, but instead some of 
these deputies were receiving $3,600, 
while others were getting only $3,000. 
The new Deputy of Posts and Tele
graphers getting only $3,000. Why 
was there discrimination?

Mr. Walsh asked why was a young 
man DeLacey, dismissed from^his posi
tion. The only thing he knew against 
Mr. DeLacey was „ that he took some 
part in politics against the present 
Government. There again was dis
crimination and he wished to go on 
record as being totally opposed to the 
discrimination now being shown by 
the Government

Mr. Fox, on behalf of Mr. MacDon- 
nell, who was absent, asked for tele
phone and telegraph extensions In 
certain parts of St. George’s District.
He also babked up what had been 
said by others members in relation to 
the Post Office votes, and felt that cer
tain gentlemen employed there were 
being discriminated against.

Mr. Walsh asked for telephone and 
telegraph connection in Placentia and 
St. Mary’s and stated that some work 
commenced by the late government 
should be completed.

Mr. Halfyard stated that work com
menced by the late government would 
be finished.

The House then rose till 8 o’clock.

evening session.
Mr. Higgins asked Mr. Brownrigg 

If the man named In the Estimates, 
Chas. Hynes, sub-collector at Kelli- 
grews was not the same gentleman 
who had filed the election petition 
against Woodford and Jones and In 
one week after such work he was re
warded by being appointed to the 
above position. Mr. Frank Tilley was 
dismissed and Mr. Hynes rewarded 
with hie job. Mr. Tilley’s salary was 
$375.00 and now Mr. Hynes’ is ,$7i>0.00, 
exactly double. Of course he is worth 
double what Tilley was getting on ac
count of his service to the party. The 
excuse of the increase of the salary 
Is that Topsail Is added, hut that is 
not worth considering. Here is what 
we are up against: Hynes is rewarded 
for political services with a Job of 
$750.00 and poor DeLacey Is dismissed 
because he rendered no service to the 
government party.’And yef we are told 
that this is a Reform Government 
now in power. Could inconsistency go 
further? He asked Mr. Brownrigg that 
the wrong done to DeLacey be put 
right forthwith. It is anything 
creditable to the Minister of 
and Customs.

Mi*. Brownrigg—Would It be
for me to make a Job for De- it

»

Mr. Brownrigg promised he would 
reconsider DeLacey’s case and see If 
anything could be done in the way of 
reinstatement

Mr. Bennett drew attention to the I 
coal situation and feared if npt, taken ! 
In hand in time, conditions would be 
worse next winter than last He also 
called attention of the Minister of 
Shipping to the price now being paid.1 
While at Freshwater three weeks ago 
people-were landing coal there pur-, 
chased from the Bell Island Company 
les at the rate of . $8.00 per, ton. Surelj 
that must be the landed cost to thl 
Companies. If so, there Is a dlscre 
pancy of $10.60 per ton between- coa 
landed at St. John’s and that landed 
at Bell Island. It has long been thpught 
that some middleman was making à 
nice thing out of the coal purchased 
at Sydney by dealers in Newfoundland, 
and this looked very much like It He 
astyed that the Government make a 
searching enquiry. He also asked tf 
any arrangement had been made 
tween the Government and the 
Ion I. ft S’ Co. and the Neva S. S. ft 
Co. re the export tax on Iron ore trotn 
Bell Island to which Mr. Warren re
plied that no final arrangement had 
been entered into and he did not an
ticipate any before the House closed. 
In the meantime the tax would he con
tinued the same until final arrange
ments would be made and next ses
sion retroactive legislation would be 
Introduced*

Sir M. P. Cashin asked if anything 
was done by way of collecting the 
Profits Tax due by the Nova Beotia 
Sv ft Coal Co. He understood the Do
minion I. ft S. Co. had voluntarily paid 
theirs, then why should the former 
Company go free. If no arrangement 
is finalized between the Companies 
and the Government with regard to 
the tax on ore, what about the one 
dollar tax that was going to,be put 
on last fall during the election? Now 
you have no policy whatever. It is 
ridiculous to come in here and say 
now you are going to Introduce retro
active legislation next year, Then 
what about the railway legislation? 
We have the same old railway now 
as we had when the elections Wereijon 
last fall. It looks as if nothing is go- 
lng to be done on this score; As re
gards the coal situation, why npt make 
the coal people come across. They 
have the coal and we have the ore. 
There should be negotiations entered 
Into with this principle in view. This 
position waa backed up by Messrs. 
Mqore, Walsh and Higgins’ in force
ful addresses. -f !

Mr. Bennett befprq the Commistee 
rose, called attention to an article in 
the Advocate of Saturday last, written 
by Mr. Coaker In connection with his 
visit to the war area recently, which 
he thought reflected on his conduct 
of the Militia Department when in 
charge there. The statement was made 
by Mr. Coaker that some bodies had 
been found by him while going through 
the battlefields and on enquiry from 
Rev. Major Nangle he waa told that 
the O.C. in France at the time had 
asked permission to have men detail
ed to search for bodies but no notice 
was taken of their request. Mr. Ben
nett wanted it to be clearly known 
that when he was Minister of Militia 
no such request had come from the 
O.C., who was then Mj. Bernard; He 
had no knowledge of it whatever; He 
further stated that no such request *waa 
necessary to be sent on this side. II the 
O.C. in France thought it oeces ary 
that such work should be dope, hq had 
only to order same and see that it vas 
accomplished without reference to, lim 
as Minister of Militia. Seeing that the 
reflection was on him, he tool: the; pre
sent opportunity of putting himself 
clear Wore the public and lie misted 
Mr. Coaker would through the same 
channel now make the matter also 
clear as.far as he was concerned. He 
could not defty such a 'request, but he 
was safe in saying it was never made. 
Furthermore, he asked Mr. Coaker to 
verify the truth or otherwise' of his 
denial by having the records of the 
Department examined as the request.

—— ----- ;--------------------
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if such there was, would he on- file 
there. He made the explanation in 
justice to himself and to clear his 
name of spy inhuman conduct.

Mr. Coaker s^id it gave him great 
pleasure to hear Mr;; Bennett make 
such an unqualified denial of the re
flections contained in his article. He 
could not think; of Mr. Bennett being 
so callous to such a reasonable re
quest, if such there was, being on re
cord. Of cqurae ,it could be verified by j 
hunting up the Vecordfl of the Depart- j 
ment He then detailed as to how he 
came across the bodies and being in
censed ov*r the finding of seven, he ask 
ed Major Wangle how it happened 
that these were overlooked for three 
years. Major Nangle could not explain 
it, as he himself had searched the 
place overitime and again. It had been 
then told -him .that Major Bernard 
made thqj; request as detailed in his 
article. Of course now that Mr. Ben
nett had genietl the receiving of the 
request, ïje thought a full investiga
tion should be [made and the right 
shoulders S-bearJhe responsibility. No
thing gavé binj; greater pleasure than 
to hear Mr. Beynett deny any respon
sibility. i if i

Sir M. ÿ. Cajjhin asked that the fire 
sufferers in hi£ district be given con
sideration; and Retailed at some length 
the privations -suffered by those who 
had been jinfortunate. The Prime Min
ister promised consideration.

Mr. Wajsh pleaded for an Inspector 
of Mines and told some touching In
cidents ojf his life while working In 
the mines at Little Bay, and other 
places. We have all kinds of Insjpec- ; 
tors for everything else, but nothing 
to protect the miner.

Mr. Higgins,- In discussing the Mar
ine and Fishqfries votes, was told by 

' r that ten Trade Commis- 
iuld.be appointed abroa'd in 

’h markets at a salary 
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