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CHAPTER XXVIIIL

As he spoke the earl entered; he
had not been able to remain in bed.
Vane turned to him as if suddenly
nerved for a painful task.

“I have just been telling Mabel
that there is nmo news of—Diana,” he
said, in a low, "dry voice. “And 1
have searched——" He paused. “Ev-
en if I had found her, I should have
gained nothing but the relief from
guspense. Diana will come back to
us of her own accord or not at all. 1
know her. There is no more to be
said. and”—his voice broke for a mo-
ment, then he steadied it and went on
bravely—‘no meore shall be said. Ask
Aunt Selina, all our friends, to re-
gpect our silence, sir.”

The earl bowed his head.

“My poor boy!” he murmured in-
audibly. “But you are right. I, too,
"know Diana, and feel that, while the
cavse of her flight remains, she will
not come back to us. And—and—
your plans, Vane? Have you made
any; you’re going abroad, perhaps?”
he added with an attempt to hide his
anxiety and dread; for.the compan-

ionship of his son meant ‘much to

him. o
“No,” said Vane grimly. *“I intend
remaining with you, if you’ll have me,
sir??
The earl checked the ery of joy and
relief that sprang to his lips.

“Are you sure that it is—wise,

a drive, sir, or aren’t you up to it?”
“Yes, yes; 'by all means!” respond-
ed the earl eagerly. “We’ll meet Ber-
tie Selby and pick him up. Where
has he gone, Mabel?”

“To the western woods,; she re-
plied, as promptly as if she were his
keeper. ~ “He'll be so delighted. Don't
be late for lunch. Tl tell them to
have some of your favorite curry,
Vane.”

Eappier than he had been for many
a sad and weary month, the earl sat
beside Vane and talked about the es-
tate as they drove along the well-

t

iron had eaten deeply into his heart.

gladness of its rays.

saw that there was no good news

quickly caught the proper tone.

ary visit to town.
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ing economies and cutting” down
those expenses which might be.spar-
ed without decreasing the comfort of
the people on the estate. ,
Vane had always been popular, for
the English tenant and laborer will|
| regard his landlord ‘and master with
respect and affection even when that
landlord and master is rather hard;
and the Wrayboroughs had always
Dbeen, if anything, too' generous and
Jenient. Little wonder that the ten-
ants’ and people’s liking for “the
 young master,” as they called him,
grew to genuine aﬂection when they
found that he cared for their well-
being and spent most of his time
making their lives more prosperoils
and comfortable; so that Vane, as he
rode or walked over the estate, met
with a warm and hearty greeting
from all; and especially from the
children, who quickly came to look
upon him as a friend—a friend, how-
cver, who was to be regarded with an
affection mixed with awe.
Often, as he passed the little school,
in which a new mistress reigned in
Diana’s place, he would turn back
and look in at the children with a
smile on his grave, sad face; and not
seldom he would pick up some mite
of a boy and give him a lift on Jess;
or walk through the woods with two

kept roads to the western lodge; but} or three children as close to him as
he talked and listened with an occa-| they could get, while he asked them
sional sinking of the heart; for he|apout their lessons, their games, the
saw that Vane’s cheerfulness Wwas| pirds’ nesting, in the manner of a
only forced and assumed, and that the } {rye though older chum.

They missed him when he went to

It was difficult for the father to rea- }yigit the other estates; and when he
lize that this thin, haggard-faced man | returned, the news went round the
with the grave, preoccupied air, was{ yillage and was received with anti-
the Vane who had taken life so easily, | cipatory ioy.

ag if the world had been made for
Him; and the sun bidden to shine that

Sometimes Mabel or Bertie accom-
panied him on his walks and rides;

he might bask in the warmth andj,.g vane talked and laughed, if not

with the debonair carelessness of old,

Presently they heard the sound of { with an assumption of cheerfulness;
a gun, and came upon Bertie. He ex- { put he preferred solitude, and spent
claimed at sight of Vane, but he, t00, { many hours of the day on Jess, or

» { tramping through the covers with his

and abated the eagerness of his greet-§ gun. And it was then, when there
ing. But Vane’s ‘manner plainly indi- | was no eye to see hi,m’ that he yield-
cated that he wished to avoid anyied to the spirit of sadness, the black
expression of sympathy, and Bertie | ghadow.of memory that held him in

thrall; it was at such times that he

They talked game all " the wayjcommuned with the past, and his
home, and through the lunch at{peart was filled with an aching long-
which Lady Selina, who had received | ing for the girl whom he ¢ould not
a hint from Mabel, bore herself as if | forget.
nothing were the matter, and Vane

For the rest, he played his part with

had merely returned from an ordin-|ga manly fortitude, and, -though he

would fain have lived to himself and

It was not until Mabel and he were | his memory of the days that had ﬂed’

and he joined Mr. Starkey in plann- | would stand in the hall and look out | §"

at the night with thoughts that wan-

ana had been the acknowledged
queen; and long after the rest of the
hougehoid had.rlireﬂre‘d he sat up ‘in
the smoking-room with his pipe—the
old brier be had 80 often smoked
when Diana was by his side—and
gave himself up to the past.

Where was she? Should he never
see her, hear of her, again?

Sometimes he would go up to Lon-
doh, but his old haunts of folly and
sin knew him no more. He would
look in at his club for his letters,
scarcely staying for 'half an hour,
then wander about the. streets, ‘the
quiet streets of the poor, his head

woman’s face; and now and again he
would see a face and a figure that
were like Diana’s; but as he got near-

heart would sink. On one of his vis-
its he heard that the marriage of
Desmond March with Miss Bangs had
been fixed for an early date; but the
news did not interest him. Indeed,
nothing was really of interest to him;
and his cld friends, when he met them
were chilled by the. aloofness of his
manner, and présently began fo avoid
him.

And all the time the. loving hearts
of Mabel and his father were aching
for him. They saw. that he was only
playing a part, the part of the Spar-
tan boy who strove to conceal the
stolen fox that was gnawing at his
breast. The earl had grave cause for
anxiety; for he was too often assailed
by the dread that Vane would never
marry, and that the title would pass
to Desmond March, thew blackleg, the
man whose evil reputation stank
aloud in the old man’s nostrils.

To women Vane was always cour-
teous, far more courteous and well-
mannered than he had been in the old
days; but it was too evident that mno
one of them, be she as charming and
beautiful as she might, could warm
‘his bereaved heart with the glow of
love.

“One doesn’t love a Diana for noth-
ing,” said Mabel with womanly
shrewedness. “There is no one like
her; no cne. Vane will never mai:'r'y
anyone else.” :

“It isn’t likely,” Bertie responded
with warm concurrence. “Do you
think that T could ever marry any
one else but—but one person in the
world ?”

(To be continued.)

‘dered toward the dinners at which Di-|

bent, but his eyes searching every|

-er the resemblance would fail, and his |
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THE VERY LATEST WAR
- LITERATURE!

WE HAVE THE MOST COMPLETE
STOCK OF WAR LITERATURE.
Imperial Germany, by Prince Von Bu-

low, 65 cts.

How Germany Makes War, by Gener-
al F. Von. Bernhardi, 76 cts. _
Cavalry, by General F. Von Bern-

hardi, 75 cts.

The Nations in Arms, by Baron Von

~  der Goltz, 75 cts.

The Frontier of the Heart, by Victor
Marguritte, 60 cts.

Men Around the Kaiser, by Frederic
W. Wile, 60 cts.

The Russian Army From Within, by
Wm. B. Steveni, 75 cts.

The British Army From Within, by
E. Chas. Vivian, 75 cts.

The German Army From Within, by
A British Officer who has served
in- it, 75 cts.

The Great War Book, a narrative
which led up to the present war,
35 cts.

30 cts.

mund Dane, 30 cts.

The Campaign Around Liege, by J. M.
Kennedy, 30 cts.

How the War Began, by W. L. Court-
ney, 30 cts.

How the Nations Waged War, by J.
M. Kennedy, 30 cts.

Great Battles of the World, @ by
Stephen Crane, 30 cts. :

The Fleets at War, by Archibald
Hurd, 30 cts.

The Campaign of Sedan, by George
Hooper, 30 cts.

The Red Cross in War, by M. F. Bil-
lington, 30 cts.

Forty Years After, a story of the
Franco-German War, 30 cts

T. P's Journal of the Great War
Weekly, 10 cts.
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The Children’s
| Christmas
must be bright and unclouded, even though
the older folks spend theirs under the
shadow of the war cloud. Merry little folks
must have their Christmas Gifts from “San-
ta Claus”, or they’ll be greatly disappointed,

even though Mother and Daddy are sad
thinking about big Brother far away.

. When you want to get Toys for YOUR

small people, just visit our Showrooms and

see the display of Real Toys-that-are-differ-

ent. We have Brass and Enamel Bedsteads

for big Dollies, Tables and Chairs—knee-

hole, Writing Desks with drawers, _complete-

ly fitted Kitchen Cabinets, ete.—big enough |
for the little folks ‘themselves to use; be-

sides a great variety of Rocking-Horses,

Teddy Bears, Go-Carts, Slides, Expresses
and many other Toys dear to the hearts of

children. If you're choosing Christmas

Gifts for your little Girl or Boy (or some-

body else’s little Girl or Boy), come and see

our stock of Toys-that-are-different.
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We have just opened a splendid assortment of WINTER
SUITINGS and OVERCOATIN GS, the quality and utility of

Illustrated War News Weekly, 20 cts.

{ alone that Bertie gave vent to .his|he did not shirk his social:duties.
e e s MR i The War Budget Weekly, 10 ots.
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Vane? Change of scene and | feelings.

'ane smiled grimly. “I've tried it
sir” he said. “No; I will stay here
and play my part—like a man, if I
can. I've been behaving more like an

the earnest request of the hunt he

“How shockingly ill and changed | took over the hounds, and did his duty
he is!” he said in an awed voice. |py them; and it was, perhaps, when
“He looks years older, and—have you | he was riding after a good fox, with a

War Illustrated Weekly, 8 cts.

The Daily Graphic War Cartons Week-
ly, 4 cts.

The Last of the Huns, by Geo. Saund-
ers, 30 cts.

Naval Recognition Book, How to Iden-

which are second to none in the city. ‘Let us make your Suit or
Overcoat and convince you that we are :

THE STORE THAT PLEASES.

noticed his eyes?” keen scent and an open country, that
“Of course I have,” said Mabel im- | he found most relief from the black
patiently; “but I don’t let him See|care that darkened all his days. He

that I have; and don’t you. What |did not discourage the earl’s natural
we've got to do is to treat him ag if | desire to display hospitality, and din-
nothing had happened. Not to fuss|ners were both given and accepted—
over him, mind! If there’s anything |the old-fashioned dinners at which

Vane hates it is fuss; and at the first | the earl shone so conspicuously; and
sign of it he would be off.”

hysterical woman up to now—beg
pardon, Mabel; a woman would have
known better than to seek forgetful-

ness as I have been seeking it. But
that's done with.” He made a gesture

of renunciation. “That’s a fool's

garne, and unworthy of—the woman
- I love and shall love till I die. No,
no, I won’t say any more!” he broke

tify British Ships, 30 cts. CH APLIN, The : King 0‘ Tailors
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endless quest,
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Vane in genial courtesy would run =ner, we soakec

fsun; but were

off, as the earl’s lips twitched and his
eyes filled with tears. “How are the
birds this year? Bertie getting good
sport? 1 wonder whether he has
found any snipe in the lower marsh-
es® There used-to be a good many;
but they fell off last season. That’s
the worst of draining. Shall we take
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and the Cough will
Stop Itself

A h is really one of our best
- friends. .itwams us that there glinﬂam-
mation or obstruction in a dangerous
. place. Therefore, when you get a bad
- gough don’t proceed to dose yourself with
‘8 lot of drugs that merely “stop” the
< eough temporarily -deadening the

' throat nerves. Treat the cause—heal the
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time,” remarked Bertie sadly.

“Oh, is it?” she retorted ironically.
“How long do you think it would
take a man to get over the loss of Di-
ana?”’

“] know how long it would take me
to get over the loss of—you, Mabel,”
he said.

“Oh, do you? A few months, 1 im-
agine. But fortzinately for you the
question doesn’t arise. You can’t
lose what you haven't got, you know.”
“Oh, Mabel, if you'd only give me
the right———" he pleaded.

“Now, don’t  talk nonsense,” she
caught-him up. “I'm too busy—busy
thinking - of Vane,' and  wondering
what I can do to help him; to think
of anything else.”

Vane took up his new life with a
.quiet resignation which was indica-
tive of the change that had come over

sh | him on the night Diana, unknown to

him, had found him asleep on the.
Embankment and kissed him. He in-
terested 'himself in the affairs of the
estate, or, if he did not interest hir

“I suppose it’s all a question of{a good second to his father. But

when the guests had gone, Vane

Painful Swellings Reduced.
Muscular Strains Ended.

Such Troubles Now Quickly Rubbed
Away by Powerful -
Remedy.

.- If you have any muscles that =zre
strained and’ weak, that ‘are fre-
quently subject to rheumatic pains;
i2 you have any painful swellings that:
 refuse to go away—get busy with
Nerviline. ' This is the very sort of
trouble that Nerviline is noted for
curing quickly. “I have proved Ner-
viline simply & wonder in reducing a
hard, painful swelling, It followed an
injury I received in my left leg and
| caused me great pain and discomfort.|
‘The muscles were strained and sore,
and no other remedy gave the ease|

relieving power about Nerviline that
‘touched the Toot of my trouble. Ner-
viline reduced the swelling, -it- de-

ed the pain, it brought

my limb |,

Scientific Dentistry!
It is impossible to obtain bet-
ter fitting or more natural look-
ing TEETH than can be obtained
here.
Teeth extracted free of
pain by our famous
Anaesthetic es s ou 25
Best Artificial Plates . . ..$12.00
Crown and Bridge Work and
Filling at reasonable prices.
_ Remember OQur New Anaes-
thetic is used solely and exclus-
ively at our offices in the U.S.A.,
Canada and Newfoundland.

 Maritime Dental Parlors,
New Books!

The War That Was Foretold, 5o.

~ traits), 6 in set for 20c. Sets .
:%ﬁ;! in set for ets.

‘War Album—Heroes of the War (Por-|
.and comfort I got from rubbing on|
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‘New Ferro Kerosene Engines.

Reg. Price Now
11 H.P. Engine with Reverse..$312.80 $240.00
/4 H.P. Engine without Reverse 213.00 160.00
Reductions on all other sizes.
EVINRUDE DETACHABLE DORY MOTORS
only $55.00 complete.

s Also all Motors and repair parts at reduced
prices.
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