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“X suppose so,” he said, absently. 
“I don’t remember year saying any
thing about selling out—qh, I don’t 
say you didn't. Of course, you did. 
It doesn’t matter.”

“Not matter?”
Vane put on his hat and laughed 

a laugh that ought to have filled the 
hearer with remorse.

“Nothing matter's now," be said. 
“If you were to tell me that the 
world was coming to smash to-night 
I shouldn’t care. Yes, I should,” he 
added to himself, as he went with 
slow, dragging step to the door; “for 
I should meet her in some other 
world to-morrow, and know then 
whether she ever loved me.” .

He turned at the door and looked 
back, with the absent, vacant ex
pression in his eyes.

“I am going on the tramp again 
this evening. Good night.”

I can see it growing day by day—and 
what beautiful ha.ir it is!”

Nora smothered a sigh. Some one 
else also had called it beautiful, and 
regretted its shortness.

“It is not nearly so beautiful as 
your own, which is like floss silk,” 
she said.

Mill y laughed.

“You have picked that up from 
papa; he is always talking about my 
floss sii.k, Do you really- think it 
pretty? But there—you arc sure to 
say yes. Everyone thinks it his or 
her duty to say nice things to me, 
whether they mean them or not.”

“I mean all I say,” said Nora, in 
her quiet but downright fashion.

“I know you do, dear, and that "is 
why I love you,” responded Hilly, her 
large eyes resting tenderly upou 
Nora’s face. “Papa says that you arc 
the most truthful person he ever 
met, and you know he never makes 
a mistake.”

Nora sighed. L
“Mr. Lester has been very kind— 

too kind to me,” she said.
Milly laughed the suggestion to 

scorn.
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CHAPTER XXIX.

“There is no other conclusion 1 

can arrive at," he said. “It is the 

conclusion which all the men we 

hr.ve employed in the search invari
ably draw. 1 know the kind of fate 
you picture for her.”

Vane shuddered and set his lips 
tightly.

“You have' a vision of' her tramp
ing about London in a half-starving 
condition—”

“Or lying murdered in some vile 
den,” put in Vane, hoarsely.

“And your vision is altogether an 
absurd one—the nightmare of your 
disappointment and suspense,” said 
Senley Tyers. “My dear Vane—my 
poor old man—haven't I pointed out 
to you that if the girl had fallen on 
hard times—if she had become the 
poverty-stricken, helpless tramp you 
picture her—we should have found 
her. we must have found her lone 
since?”

“You think so?" asked Vane, doubt
fully, as he had asked a hundred 
times. . \j

! _ skerrv

r'v^REZ 6

from our EutirePicked

cents
each

friend in London. You shake your 
head, but you can’t (ell. Remember 
how strong-willed, how self-reliant 
she was.”

Vane's head sunk lower. He could 
see the beautiful face with its lovely 
eyes, its straight brows, in the glow
ing embers, and the mental vision 
made his heart ache with infinite 
longing, infinite despair.

"She was not " an ordinary girl, 
mind you. Firm, resolute, unbend
ing. The will that made her fly from 
you because she did not love yon 
well enough to marry you would 
easily uphold her and protect her.

She went to a hotel or found :i

CHAPTER XXX.
That night when Vane sallied forth 

to search the slums of London once 
more, as he had searched Trelornc 
and Scotland—and where not else?— 
Nora was seated in the big, cozy 
drawing-room of the Lesters’ home 
in Elm Square.

A huge fire was burning in the 
old-fashioned fire-place, a big. shaded 
lamp stood on the table, the frag
rant aroma of the after-dinner coffee 
floated through the room. The whole 
apartment was eloquent of comfort, 

and Nora, as she sat on a low chair
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1 am certain of it. We know she
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girl’s small hand in hers, glanced 
around her now and again, as if to

assure herself that she was not the 
victim of an unsubstantial dream.

Long before they had reached Elm 
Square from Scotland she had learn- 
d to return the love which the crip

pled girl had so impetuously offered 
see. Milly Lester’s heart was of pun 
told, and if Nora had been a long- 
lost sister, miraculously returned to 
her, she could iflot have lavished hei 
!ovo and tenderness more freely up
on the homeless, helpless girl.

She asked no questions, nor did 
Mr. Lester, and though Nora oftei 
longed to confide in them and top 
hem her strange history, she did not 
iare to do so. How long would Mr' 
Lester have allowed Milly’s hand t; 
est in hers if she should know the 
tory of “Ernest Mortimer?” was the 
tuestion that always rose in hu 
nind whenever she felt tempted to 
ell them all. Milly’s love had be

come too precious for her to run any 
isk of losing it.
This evening, as on many others, 

lie two girls sat talking together 
vliile Mr. Lester stayed behind in the 

dining-room to drink his couple of 
glasses of port, a legal allowance 
vhich he never fell short of or ex

ceeded.

Milly sat back on the couch and 
Nora sat beside her, and as they 
talked Milly would now and again 
put her arm round Nora's neck oi 
smooth the still short curls of black

Lull)—the one we just lost. The 
station-master described her to me
exactly.”

He spo.ke the lie with fluent sua
vity, and Vane nodded.

“She came to London. Where else 
should she go? We searched every 
town, every village at which the 
train stopped. If she had got out at 
any of the stations, we must have 
found her. She came to London, and 
was swallowed up in the crowd a1 
the terminus. Now you. of course 
jump to the conclusion that she was 
either waylaid by some designing 
villains, or then and there commenc
ed to wander about in a helpless con
dition. Forgive me. but you must 
see that your theory is absurd, and 
that mine is the only tenable one. 
See here. Here, drink this wine, or 
will you have some brandy?" 

"Brandy.” ( ,
He got it, and Vane drank off a 

wine-glassful, which seemed to have 
no effect whatever on his chilled 
frame. L i 1**81
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TUBE & PORTRAIT CO“You never told me i why you cut 
off your hair, dear," she said. “Was 
it because of a fever?”

Nora shook her head and a faint 
color came into her face, which had 
grown less pale and thin day by day. 
and was now, though sometimes sad 
no longer worn and anxious.

“Nq, Milly,” she replied; and 
something in the tone warned Milly 
that she was nearing the forbidden 
ground of her friend’s history.

“Never mind,” she said, quickly, 
and making a caress of the touch of 
her hand; “it will soon be long again.
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Had Itching Piles 
For 27 Years

Mr. ROBERT BOR LEY, 125. Elsley 
Road, Clapham Junction, S.WV writes :

“1 bavé enclosed photo of my 
daughter. When born, this child was 
very small and was wasting away ; she 
was constantly crying, and we did not 
expect her to live long. Having heard 
of your food, we decidedto give it a trial, 
and saw a great improvement in one 
week, so we continued to use it, and 
now you could not wish to see a finer 
child anywhere ; she is very strong, and 
at present busy cutting her teeth, but 
we have no trouble with her and she 
does not even cry ; in fact, we have not 
had one bad night since using Virol, and 
I would not be without it for the world ; 
everybody remarks what a fine child she 
is, and my wife tells them that it is only 
by feeding her on Virol that she is so 
well. I should like you to see her, 
which at any time you are welcome to 
do : she stands as firm on her legs as any 
child double her age, which is twelve 
months on the 5th of November, and I 
am sure there is not a child that has finer 
limbs for her age, and I can assure you 
that 1 would sooner be without my 
tobacco than she should her Virol.”
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Few people were ever more en
thusiastic in praising Dr. Chase’s 
Ointment than the writer of this let- 

| ter. When you read the description 
of his case you will not wonder why.

Mr. John Johnson, Coleman, Alta., 
1 writes: “Three years ago I was cured 
t of blind, itching piles of 27 years' 

standing by using Dr. Chase’s Oint
ment. I used to think that death 
would be the only relief I would ever 
get from the terrible misery cf piles. 
Often X was laid up for three days at 
a time, and at other times worked 
when I should have been in bed.

I “Dr. Chase’s Ointment is worth six
ty dollars a box instead of sixty cents. 
I am a different man since using it. 
I am farming all the time, and never 
miss a day. Worjs fail to express my 
gratitude for the cure this ointment 
made for me. I cannot tell half as 
much about it as it deserves. Anyone 
doubting this can write direct to me.”

Dr. Chasè’s Ointment, 60 cents a 
box, all dealers, or Fdmanson, Bates 
4 Co., Limited, Toronto.
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Senley Tyers sprung from his chair 
with admirably simulated dismay and 
horror.

"Good heavens! My dear fellow, 
the cursed thing has gone to smash. 
I've lost every penny, and you—” 

Vane nodded with the same list
less indifference.

Watchmaker & Jeweller.
can now offer soin 
0 special bargainsAn Intelligent Person maj

earn $100 monthly corresponding tot 
for particulars. Press Syndicate 
TOU. Loekoort N.T «eeJC.V P' F. COLLINS

299-301 WATER STREET.i trtxAim’s limitent li mber
MAX’S FRIEND.

UPTOl


