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the Qe Unioen

of the Old Boys of

St. Bomaventure’s College on
J:ulfy‘ i4th, 1o1i.

v Deat Companiéns and Erstwhilé
ow-Stiadénts,—When I was asked
ddress a few words to you on this
ision, not .béig much skilled in
role of thé autoerat of the break-
table, 1 was somewhat at a loss
B6W what form these “few words”
ld take. Seeing that they were
B delivered -within the classic
of this noble shrine of learn-
i1 thought that something of a lit-
or scientific nature might be ex-
ed: vet when I was told that théy
to be delivered!at “a breakfast,”
red 'that anything of too heavy
lare might not altogether conduce
b 2ood digestion of the matutinal
B, which have been offered us in
iprofusion, and with such a nice
of the gastronorhic art and of
pquirements of the disciplinary
fof the church.

fice I concluded to - choose ‘a
ghat lghtér service of literary
jam, and to confine my remarks
P few reminiscences of the early
fof education in St. John's, with
excursions; as occasion gight
jst, into kindred spheres and
te subjects.

s not often given to anyone in

rm1 and maturing of the kernel
Literary and Educational .Insti-
f such as this, our dear old home
[Alma Mater, our beloved St. Bon-
ure’s. - But in these days of the
and XX cenuturies the world in
s branches and developments is
mcing at a rapid pace. The very
piling of the stately -and melodi-
old name of Saint Bonaventure's
the crisp and- familiar St. Bon’s,
example of the spirit of the age.
spirit which, knowing that life
hort, and wishing to get the
ptest possible amqunt of good out
it, can not brook the delay of pro-
cing the ponderous polysyllable
henclature of the sweet Italiam
e of Bonaventura. 4
h my article written for the Jubi-
number of the Adel‘ph‘inn at the |
of being accused of ‘a bull, I said
I came to_St. Bondventure’s Col-
before the College itsélf was in
tendé. . Like all-othér bulls, there
a substratum of truth in the state-

e Stoﬁ'bach
Needs« Help |

liver, kidneys lﬁa “Vkﬁ _ml.pt
kept active w DR. CH
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he liver and kidneys are over.
ked in their efforts to remove the
onous waste niatfer the sys
They fail' and beeome borpM
clogged. The bowels become

fits follow.

here j& oné
come - this COR
y and more q\uckly t.han
, and'- this' is
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his medicine- mg’ets the bowe}s t;n
bn at once a ning.tha
thot- -

and -kidneys ensures the
crm;sr ot the" g

ime to witness the bursting of

tipated...and .stomach derange-..{-

though i required some ex-
planation. That explahation I gave
by stating. that the “schoof™ of' the
Catholic Academy, of which St. Bon’s
is the outcome, was-opened fizst in
the “Old Palace,” before the present
(now thé old) Bonaventure's —was
built. ;

To-day I propose to go back a stép
furthér, and fo forge aneother Iiak im
the chain of the memories of these
now almrost historie-times.

Although. too young myself to have
been a pupil of the old ‘“General
Academy,” which' preceded the. intro-
duction of the denommatlonal system
into this country, still I ha\e very
vivid récoléctions of the period, amd
ot the old sthoolhouse at “Castle
Rennie.” Although the standard of
! education, especially in the Greek and
Latim classics, was at that-iime of a

ment,

very high  grade, still things. were
done in a moré free and lnfarmal
manner, and, if you Wwill, in a, 1éss

business-like mdnner than néewadays:
Rigid rule and drastic discipline did
not- hold- sway; and things were ail-
lowed more or less to take their own
course. y

In looking back upon those times
one is ‘reminded (to compare- small
things with great) of Ot%e free and
eagy; system of the palmy days .of
Afliens, as so' graphically described
by Newman ia bis History of the Rise
and Fall of Universities:—

“True it is,” hé writéd, “we at this
day who-live in the XIX 'Century;
have the bodks of Greece as.a per-
petual memorial; copies there have
beén sinéé the time they were writ-
ten, .but you neéd not go to Athens
to procure them, ner would you find
them in Athems. Strange to say, that
ii the agé of Plato and Thucididés
there was' not, it is -said, a book-shop
in the whole place; nor was the booK
trade in existence till the very timre

of Augustus.
“Libraries, 1 suspect, were the
bright invention of Attalus or the

Ptolemies. - I doubt- whether Athens
I had a library till the reign of Hads
rian. It was what the student gazed
f on' whiat. hé Heard; what he caughti
Eby thie magi¢ of sympathy, nét what
he read, which was: the educatiof
_furnishe@ by Athens.”

Again; “We have traced our stud-
bent con his wanderings from the:
Acropolls to the sacred wa\. and now
he is/in.the region of the schools. No
awful arch, no' 'window of many colt
ored lights, marks the’ Geat of learn-
ing . ..... philosophy lives out of doors.
No crose agtmosphere oppresses the'
‘bidin or inflamiés’ (e eyélfd;, no long’
'sédsion #tiftens the 1iibs. Péicuruﬁé
kig reclining in his garden, Zeno looks
1iREER ﬁivl»nfty ' <hig" (porch.” Theéll Gari, <imemi
. réstless Aristotle is walking his puk
- pil§ off their Tegs ih his Lyceum by’
thé. Hyssts.” .

‘96 1t was M the om Acadénly days
ofy Castle Rennie.
ed by ‘an atmomhere
learnlng, bathed in an ambiént
tic sentiment illumined jf. Into this
mry sphere 1,

es, and lived and” wds nut-

d rs were pupﬂs at Cu

'undermua & word ofiit, thb “Bropuis | et —
4s," or “Graeca per Af b & ‘M - 3 P

tmlee miu sine lege .Vigantur,” &€, -

& .gredt intimacy &x:, B
iltéé‘ bst{\)een ‘otir tamily. and that M ; v
the Nugests, and. §o. 1-wds privileged|
mmy 4 time to peep imto, and evend
‘take a seat on: a! form: in: the: grefit
schoolroom which to my juvenile ey&
atia) imifgination  dssumed “ gigantfe

jin Newfoundland.
__The Oxford \lovement was primar:
ily a lellgloﬁs one, and made itself
issue of
HI*thie relgious tracts ‘which gave it the
mame of ‘“Tractarian.”

bo¥,

quae’ Marib

n. dgain, &

and overawing: proportions.

The  period préceding: the fntrodﬁ& K
tion ;of the denominational collegb‘ 5
.lnto,Newfoﬁmﬂand wag dide of great
About this tifié,
| towatdd thé middle of the XIX cefix
Englmﬂl
the. great religious and educationgl.
‘upheaval known as the Oxford Moves
1 will ot attempt to'dwell w
that monmentous epoch dfy  further
Pl thdn t&6 show how,

educational aetivity.

tury, was taking place in

ment.

tent; it affected educational

odtwardly manifest in the

whole length of

and  intellectull . cataclysm,

man.
bat for'p\(er forty
in the® Apologia.

the Anglican Creed,
not lmmedlateh enter the
Churéh,  “Ffom. {HE éna ot 1841,

says, “I wis on my déathbed as re-
gards my membership with the An-
Finglly it Septem-
ber, 1843, he résighied the Réctorship
the
25th of that moith ke preschied his
tast sermon dy & ministér of the An-
glican Church, By s« ¢cotiicidence, to
né personally intérésting, it Happen-
ed on the date of that farewsll ser-
mon, 25th Sept., 1843, ah infant was
born fn the ety of St. Johw's, New-
foundtand, to whomi, whed présented
at the baptismdl font, was given the

glictn Chureh.”

of St. Mary's, Oxford, and on

name of Michael Howley.
What I hdve beefi sdying may

exactly. such.
nectiorr betweéh. these
those days communication
but rare and irregular.

bosom of the vast Atlantic.

thousands of rhilés a sécond.

ence. Yet the doings of our

tion among . our
tual fife.
mént, whethér in the soeial,

mediately

lic_men in Newfoundland.
In the yedr 1844,

the conversions or

to a certain ex-
matters
-~

Through the
this great mental
the ome:
gredat spirit- looming high' above the
din and confusion, was that of New=
How he .fought and struggled
in the religious and intellectual com-
vears, he tells U8
it was not unfil the.
vedr 1843 that he ftmally réenouncéd
though he did
Catholic

be
considtered a-digrésion, but it'is not
I want to show a con-
events in the
Mothér Country -and the development
of leal “affaits W~ Néwlotndiand. - T
between
St. John's dnd the Old Coumtry was
We had no
swift ocean greyhounds cleaving thé
No sub-
tlé wire pénétrated the mighty depths,
sending th#¥ thoughts of living niinds
Weeks
and even months sometimes intervem-
ed before the slow but welcome sgail-
boat brought its long looked for pdeks
ageés of newspapers and correspond-
distant
countrymen attracted a vivid atften-
peaple and reacted
quickly upom our social and intellee-
Byvery change or develop-
intellee-
tuak or pelitical sphere in the K Old
Country was keenly scanned and iny-
absorbed, in our local life:

Hence it was, that at this, time a
gredt activity was manifested in fhe
Guestion 6f education among our pub-

the' yéar after
Newman’s conversion, and when Eng-
land Wwas convulsed to the core by
passing ovef té
the Church of Rome of such men' as

(

-

'r” i«#}

f
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ey

o

Boarg wag asain (urther subdmded
fn:the; yeat 1858 by th ,atabushmeut
of .the “Wesleyan Hethodist” Acad-
émy.

But I wish to conﬂne myselt to a
consrderation of €atholic Edueation.
The development and advance of edu-
cation naturally followed the expan-
sion and organization of ecclesiastical
polity, and in this respect Newfound-
land was favoured by Providence in
an almost exceptionally . partial man-
fier. I allude particularly to the fact
that during the différent stages of
her church development she was gov-
érned by Bishops especially fitted and
équipped for the particular state of
:}\’a‘n'(‘iement in whieh she found her-
gelf.

I will just {dke two it of the fi
hiBtrious line ‘'of hér bishops to illus-
trate my thesis—thé& twd bést kmown
and most conspictious of her hiér-
architeal lfte; twd whose names are
he | househiold words among us. I mean
Bighop Fleming and Bishop Mullock.
Bishop Flemiing was a man of prae-
tical and active turm of mfind. Never-
fh_eless he wds a gréat champion of

elementary kind which was necessary
il ‘his' day. Up to the time of Bighop
Fléninig’s episcopaté there' was lttle
or no edutational orgédnization diong
thé Catholics in Newfoundland. He
began his episcopal rulé¢ in the mem-
ordble yvear of- Catholic Emaneipa-
tion, the yedr 1829.

For the first time after-a long night
of oppression, our foréfathers began
to earn that they had Homan rights
afid privileges. Bishop Fleming was
not. sfow to dsdert and vindieaté
thiém. FEven before he was made

tab¥ishing of thé sthool under: the
pdtronage of the Irish Society, which
was opened in 1827, He visited these
schools every day and taught per-
gonally the elements of religion and
preparéd 400 children for Commun-
jon, making them walk in “féstive
robes”’, through” the"streets: This ‘was'
considered at the tinie, even by some
timid Catholics, as an audacious- act
of Papal aggression.

! But Dr. Fleming’'s great forte wés,
as I mentioned, -of & more practical
nature. He was a great builder-up of
the matérial edffice of theé church. Hé
‘might be well calfed a “stone-and-
mortar Bishop” thé Fcclesiastical

Goban saor of the church in New-
foundland.  Besides studding the
neighbouring ~ outports with  neat
churches, he commenced the great,

the almost stupendous work  of the
erection of our grand Cathedral. To
this ' practical foresight and his eye
for architectural fitness, we owe the
possession. of. this méagnificetit site' 61
land' which- donfnatés our wiole' ¢ity.
and which is now crowned with a
group of bui‘ldingﬂ unsurpassed in
any . city of thé New World: Bistiop
Flemmg bécame so enthustastic over

Newman, Hope Séott, St. J6hn, Dal- | this gr eaf work to which he had deédi-
gairns; Stanton, and & host of others, | cated’ his Iifé, that H& appearéd to
the  reaction- Was+ felt in St. John's. | h#ve alniost had ah ifspirdtion from
In that year, 1844, an Act was pasged | Heaven' giidihg his' hand and mind.
in the local legislature for the es- | His labours in the great work were
tablishment of an Achdemy. This |/Herculean; indeed almost superhu-

was the géneékal Academy of which I
) THé Principal
was an Oxford M.A, and he, too, bore
the name of
Protféssors - weré Johfr V. Nugent,
Esq,
\ Yt Catholic Academy), and T. Tal-
atterwards for many_ years

have béen speaking,
Néwnmign. Thé

(afterwards Principal _of
Esq..

Professor i St: Bonaventine's.

This* @éneral Academy Tagtéd onfy
till 1850, when./ the
géntiniént béeame so sfrong as to call
for a néw Act of the Legfslatme em-
bodying the denommatlonal or sep-
ardte gystem. The Géneral Academy
was suspended or rather a sort. of
compromlse was effected and “three
Boards of Direstérs for
Acddemy Weré elgcted, viz.,
CathoMe, a Church of England, and a
General Protestant Board.” As might
very easily hdve been anficipated, this
edmpromise was impracticable
goon ceased to' éxist, and in the xear
1856" the Acndeﬁﬂes were deﬁnitely
separated, sach having its 6wn Rector
and Board. The G'enera'f Protegtant

the

3 ey

other

the

denpminational

said
a Roman

and

It- was t:m'roum‘lb §
of! classlca’ § TS
of|

~academical éthog. A halo of roman-i

though almost a| .
a8 thro’wxf by the forée of cife i

upon its breath. ‘Four of myl

Lm:mened wlth m.« {

ﬁﬁ ﬁi‘én

lf l’n‘d Umé&i Stdtés
the " grefitest

\
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man. He wént twelvé timés: deross
the wide Atlantic in small and- frail
crafts: He spent Wweeks amoug the
men quarr)mg at Kelley's TIsland.
stéeping “in &' tHt.  He watéhed the
work of the Cathédral’ day and night
dlring’ ifs progress.

The folloWing extratt fronr @ letter
'written by a traveller who visited St.
(JOs in fhose &dys givés an' inter-
esting picture of Bishop Fléming and
his work—

. “By the way,” the writer says, *1
must not close until I give you an
‘account of a yvery singular—l mxght
have  said extnmrdtnnry—rﬁ!m te
whom every ofie I met attributes the
improvements in dehitéoture and the
new zeal’ for building chirches, par-
tlc avly amiohgst' us Protestants —
{stlop: Plaming, (he: Romar. Catholic
‘Bighop: I Had* been lére, #¥out  two
‘days whén' iy COVIOSItY wagh exeited
ito vistt: thé: Hott Cathol e butidine.
T 1811 1o’ Sonveysatsn Witk the over-
seer’; afd f6und: bi. 4 man very Ht-

!tle .rtmtw I thet him
at My 4y il 48" He' woré a
‘blagk Mmmwss\ﬁcm

‘and: & Dldok: chip' liat; all pretty well
bedatbed. with mbrtar; &ec.. I judged
‘at’ oncé* W SHatdoter, and ‘H§ reply
showed me T-was rig hte ‘¢onduct-
ed me round the bullJins within. and
‘without, and lhortlv finding 1 was a
Protestant, he took some trouble with

edptaitinE dll the partd of the adi-
vestiBuN - thE- sifes' for the akars, the

- kindnéad and attention BY givitg
y opftifols Wt alf fié- REAKSss
ot & o Vakes, and\fortandfe’ sidugh it
th& owmm&mpm
sposed * 8" be"-favsurable; - %
loveueer no sooner left the cromuu

eduéation, that is, of the primitive or.

Bishop he was most active in the es-.

LIN
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than pon dsking one of the ~work-
‘mén his name, I was thunderstruck
to~ find: that it 'was no less a peigon-
age’than’ Dr; Fleming: himself.- I/was
not a’Tittle stpriséd to see this man
s6 plain—I had almost said so shab-
by—in his outward man; so._gppar-
ently unostentdtious and simple in
his ‘mianners, air, and address, a’ few
days afferwards dash past me ih a
beautiful bdronche drawn by two ex-
_quisitely formed black horses. There
was certainly a staid dignity about
the equipage, rather seldom to  be
met with in British Colonies.. The
beauty of the carriage, the neat ele-
gance of the harmess, all correspond-
ed so well with the jetty gloss of -the
pair of bloods, that you could not fail
to see reflected in them a man of no
ordinaty tasté for fashionable life,
and certainly forgét ‘the hardworking
overseér of thé Cafhédral.”

Such was the man to whom all fu-

ture generations of Catholic New-
foundlanders are indebted for. our
grand Cathedral. Fle was pre-emi-

nently qualified for the posmon of
laying broad and deep the foundations
of the church which was soon to as-
sume such splendid -and coléssal pro-
jportions. He brought the. Catholie
religion into an honourable and re-
spected position, and prepared the
groumd for thé adorning afid embel-
lishiment of the fabrie which was to
be .the work of his great and illus-
tiMous successorf, -Bishop = Mullock.
Though both these Bishops: were
great princes-of -the church, each ad-
mirably addpted for the special’ work
needed during-the time of -his Epis<
copate, vét theré was a wider differ-
enice of character and contrast of in-
doles . betweéen them. Bishop Fleming
we have seen 'to & a man of praeti-
cal bent; almost primitive - and un=
sophisticated  in hig ideas, a man of
broad and far-seeing views, of firn
and unbending determination, withal
a: perfect gentlemxm and.. thoroughly
well fitted to uphold. the dignity of
his exalted position when called upon
to-do so.

Bishop' Mullodk on the othef hffnd
WaE a'mah of polishéd mannéts, hril-
Lidtie mental accomplishmeénts, of raré
and- éxirdorainary - tatents; fite &
‘shine in the courts of royalty or’ o
take his place iy the highest ranks
of . WMetlestasiical couméils! He' was
caled’ {o govern the ehureh-of Néw-
toundiaia- at thé time wheh d: feld
vnﬁ opéned up fér- thé exetcﬁb oft

thése brilliant and sparkﬁng talents. | But in.these modern ddys, -contem-

The _ro‘ugh work ha’d béen done, the | past were conserved and perpetuated.
10\1nd§1t10n§ had been laid. There re- | porary with the introduction.of the
 mained%thé complétién, adornment, | Christian Brothers, the wholé trend

and embellishment of the Cathedral, | of education hhs changed. While the

and 'the erection

an.dl completion of | classics are not neglected, but are
th? grand pile of Educational build- }istill well cherished, yet it must be
ings \vlhch now crown the summit of | admiffed that they.do not hold the
our beautiful city. For this work [ place of hénour which they did of
Bishop Mullock was ¥the jdeal man. | old.
His great mind, equipped with. its Modé -
wonderful store of knowledge, adorn- # m.“m R— .tﬂkes el
ot with alf " the: acébmpltsteiter bt practical turn; techinical, mochanfbal,
modern ' education and ancient liter- emp,\'r?cal. \1tilrtarlgl1 Subjpc.ts o
ature, languages, music and fine arts, o el g o e
purpose of the present day. The

found i the work béfofe him an am-*

{ ple and congenial field to labour in; WOTIQs ERE SRR TN AV 1Y

and how well hé falfiléd the task is 1‘111}; is, Vlgo]ur, 1mrmlse; s
testified by the grand and magnificent # 1s'no corse co‘n_tent S S apLni
away . his life in reciting hexameters,

Cathedral with jts wealth of - rich
paintings and unrivalled statuary.
Under his magic touch sprang into

or composing sapphics, in "listening
to the harmony of the birds, the rust-
ling of the leaves and the rippling of

being all' these architéctural gems, th : oW "

the  Palace, = Convents;  Librats; % N e T o= oredi
Sohoolsy and ; fikatly ot . St~ BoN'd: doing. He must-edptire the element's:
mow’ standing somewhat shamé-faced B R AR 7, %}.u(? ot
imder: the® acgte oL jis" yOup sniine 182:\;11 “sl(‘;lvl;:’]‘;“ds Fo\‘fenspt%(:.wi;;m\‘ltll;l
posing offspring, the stately  building ! verge is all tood small for Him. He

in which we aré now gathered.  This
magnificent of Ecclesiastical buildings
makes of the place a veritable Uni-
versify, and excites the wonder and
admiration of all strangers who visit |
our, city.

AT RUBAD AL M SaT R TS0 w0 e T

will not be satisfied £1I1 he has pierced
the Hédvens K and nlalté cbnquest  of
th§ very stard of thé fithdnftent.

“Terminus omnis, et urbes

Muros, terra .posuere novos:

Nil qua fuerat sede reliquit

Pervius Orbis, Indus gelidum

Potat Araxen; Albyn Persa
Rhenumque bibunt.” (Sen'eca Medea.)

TRANSLATION.

The path-traeked earth

Leaves naught where Nature placed
. it at its birth,

The Indian parched by Phoebus' tor
rid beam,

Can drink of &ool Araxes’ freshening

- e wla

As a-conclusion, thenj-to these ra-
ther rambling and desultory
thoughts, I may say on behalf of my-
self and the older boys of the first
decades of the history of St. Bon’s,
that we have reason to rejoice in be-
ing permitfed to see in our generation
the advancement towards. completion
of this gréat work: of’ whichr we also
have séen the foundation: Weé remem-
bér the laying of the first stone: of the
old buﬂding, and W& now contemplate

) : stream.
the culmination of the new one. Of 4
course the work will still go on de- THe bfﬁ?::ve &t Ean Wﬂ thie Eibe'd
véloping &nd eniarging ad timé roiis b
oy Ot in 'the Rﬂﬂfé Hi§ Welry members,
3 ldvet
What to us older folks seem a L
completion and consunimation, is to E ' Pills
ithe younger omes but the beginning gE;nﬂ‘umh Thesi
of a néw onward: caréer in the paths “l i e .‘u;
bf education. The College,by the in- VRLs are ol o
troduction, of the Christian Brothers c’."a&‘:‘:‘.’.:i"'”*
hias undergone a sort of educational R RS
m‘etempsvchosis The translation of | The vogue of fuselia has but little
Professor Talbof of iCastle Renn{é” | abated & d

to ‘the Hall§ of St. Bon#venture’s: in-
fused somé of the clilssical atihos-
phere and acadeinical aro¥na of the | see a sflK drégs of en‘{irely one kind of
former info thé new builfing, and so | material; - It i§" {ndeéd a season of'

Foifldrde’ aré corbiried’ with ‘plahf "
silks very" extentively Rarely

the memories afid. traditioﬁs of the:remnants
»L T i &

S 3

iee. che - dnbulatory; the ailest the | |
p\ﬂp’& éc“ﬂtbr my part ¥ réﬂm‘
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