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THE COURT MARTIAL, :

Captain Brentwood paced his private
cabin in considerable perturbation. ““Tig |

most unfortunate,” he muttered, ‘‘that)

he should have behaved so, after his
noble eonduct in the fight. Iwould have
given a hundred pounds that it had not
happened. The Captain spoko the truth
when he said that but for him victory
would have gone the other way. Yet he
has committed a flagrant breach of dis-
cipline—struck an officer of the ship—
snd subjected himself to the most severe
punishment, which I cannot possibly re-
mit. To do so would be to demoralize

sive of discipline; and that wust be
insintained agaiast all private feelings
and considerations. I wish to heavenGra-
hame had been more discreet than to act
80 rigorously at such an inopportune mo-
ment. Bout duty is duty, and must be
done, however disagreeablo.’

Captain Brentwood in his full official
dress led the way to the state-room,
where sirangements had been made for
a formal examimation of the crime re-
ported te have been committed by Eus-
tace Grahame—the grave and heavy
crime of striking an officer. - The large !
room was partially filled by the petty
officers, a draft of seamen and marines,
and those who had evidence to give of
the matter which was to form the subject
of the captain’s enquiry. Amony the
latter were Jack Murdoch and Willy
Somerville, who had both seen some-
thing regarding the alleged crime com-
mitted, and were forced to give egidence
against their friend. Willy Somerville,
as it chanced, was the only one who had
seen Eustace give the push or blow, or
whatever it was, and upon upon his testi-
mony would mainly depend the convic-
tion or acquittal of the prisoner. Willy
was aware of this, and he had determin-
ed to die rather than say a word against
Eustace. The captain having taker his
seat on a raised bench at the end of the
state-room,and the efficers placed aczord-
ing to their rank, with a group of sea-
men, deeply interested in the proceed-

~ings, stood near the entrance. Eustace
was led in and placed at the foot of the
table, opposite the commander. He was
not in fetters now, but a strong guard
with muskets stood behind him:. Eustace
walked slowly in, with form erect, and
maintaining on his countenance the air
of stern manly dignity. He locked at
no one but the captain, and on him he
fixed a full, piercing eye, 5o st ‘dy and
significant in its gaze that the latcer felt
uneasy under it. For a moment or two
he tried to look the prisoner down, but
signally failed, and he was fain to turn
his glance in another direction. < That
state-room and its occupants would at
the moment have tormed the subject of
a striking picture. Thh wost conspicu-
ous figure there was Eustace himself, his
tall, athletic form towering above the
rest--his arms folded across his breast—
his attitude loftily indignant—his calm
face terribly grave, and his whole
appearance statuesque. On either side
were his guards, behind were the eager
faces of the sailors, on each side of the
table stood the officers, the most notable
among them being Ranaolph, - whose

captain, calmly, and in a placid tone.

mained silent.
‘Don’t hesitate to tell everything you [ wood, and you know 1t.
know Willy,’ said Eustace kindly. ship against my will.
Willy started for a moment in aston- | cise of an arbitrary, a despotic power,
iahmc:’n the tranquil countenance of |and for the purpose of gratifying a vin-

Eusta
surprise till recalled by the captain re-

4 e
to see the issue, was watching
from behind a h¥ncoop, and fally wit-
tiedsed the action ‘of Eustace. He un-
guardedly told svme of the sailors that
hehad, and his having come to the ears
of Randolph, he sagerly seized on Willy
as the principal witness. It was a dou-
ble stroke of vengeance to make Willy
4 the chief instrument in the condemna-
1 tion and punishment of Eustace.

Poor Willy was in a dreadful dilem:ma.

He knew well enough that if he told the
truih his testimony would ensure con-
vietion, and he had made up his mind to
keep silent, whatever the comseqnence
might be to himself. He even meditsted
for & moment to follow the example of
Eustace, and boldly deny that he had
seen what he had seen. Only for a mo-
ment, however, did he contemplate this
course, for he was largely imbued with a
staunch Scetch reverence for truth, and
was more than surprised to hear Eustace
declare that he was not guilty. Knowing
Eustace as he did, this was an answer for
which he was not prepared, for he had
not believed him capable of falsehood.
And, to Willy's view, the reply made to
the charge did look very likean untrutk,
and he was both puzzlod and pained by
it. But, strong as was his devotion to
Eustace, he could not sacrifice truth even
for his sake. He could and would show
his unshaken friendship by silence, and
silent he resolved to be. When, there-
fore, his time had come, and he was
brought forward to the table, he was pale
and his lips were firmly set together lest
one word should escape them prejudicial
to his friend. His appearance deepened
the intense interest of the scene, for it
was generally known that his was the
condemnatory evidence, and as all in the
ship likewise knew that peculiar friend-
ship subsisting between KEustace and
himself, his.behavior in such a trying
position was naturally regarded with ex-
traordinary interest and sympathetic
feeling.
‘William Somerville,” said the captain,
beginning his interrogations, ‘you were
one of the group of scamen who were
ordered by Lieutenant Grahame to dis-
perse ¥

answer this queztion, and he did—
‘Yes, sir.’

‘And you did obey the order given ¥’

moment or twe of cautious hesitation.

‘Did Eustace Grahame obey the|t

lpc)t?'
This was coming clearly within thei

lips and made no answer,

‘T heard it, sir,’ was the reply. t
‘Then, what is your answer?

peating his question.

‘Now, did you hear any words spoken’

prisoner 7’

whole contenance wore a fiendish expres-
sion of triumph; and lastly, on the
raised seat sat the Captain, with a plain-
ly disconcerted and uncomfortable air.
In front of the Captain a large’ written
sheet lay upon the table, and in ordor to
escape from the steady, penetrating gaze
of Eustace, he looked upon it while he
spoke.

‘Eustace Grahame,’ he said in rather
low tone, but the words were well heard
amid the breathless silence of the state-
room—‘Eustace Grahame, this report
charges you with striking a superior
officer. Are you guilty of this heinous
offence, or are you not ¥

‘I am not guilty,’ answered Eustace,
with a clear, firm voice.

‘Lieutenant Graname, stand forward
and make your charge,’ said the mptam,
with a momentary glance at Randolph.

‘The latter, flushed still with triumph,
stepped forward to the table,’

‘The circumstances of the case are very

brief, sir,’ he began. ‘After the action,
and when there was much to do in the
veasel, I observed a group of idlers loit-
ering away forward. I approached and
ordered them to disperse inatantly, and
80 to their work. All obeyed except the
prisoner. I repeated the order—and
still he paid no heed—treating me with
impudent and contemptuous silence. I
could not, of course, allow such gross in-
subordination to pass, and ordered as a
punishment two hours at the masthead.
Instantly he turned upon me, raised his
hand and vielently struck me.’

Randolph ceased, and the Captain
turned again to his paper, where he
found the names and witnesser. Several
of the others, with an air of reluctance
and hesitation, gave evidence which,
though net of a conclusive kind, was yet

corroborative of Randolph’s statement
Boouvuw nough to hear the

apd briskly.

strike Lieutenant Grahame ?

proved to be the turning poiat ot the en-

followed was of the most intense descrip-
tion.

motionless as a statue.
‘I must have your answer,’
tain Brentwocd, after a painful pause.

dumb.
‘Oh, Eustace, I daurna, I daurna,’
burst out Willy.

clared.’

more and more astonished, but at the
same time feeling a satisfaction mingling
with his former perplexity. The words
and bearing of Eustace were now like
himself—noble. truthful, and indepen-
dent, and this conviction gladdened the
heart of Willy in no small degree.
‘I require an immediate answer to the
question,” said the captain, speaking in a
firm, but not stern voice. ‘Did you see
the prisoner strike or push Lieutenant
Grahame ¥

Willy looked once more at Eustace,
and the look was answered by a nod of
full, emphatic consent. Then Willy's
lips were parted, and the answer came—
‘Yen.” The inténse silence of the state-
room was broken by the sensatien shock
which the reply gave. Randolph's dark
heart thrilled with fiendish satisfac-

charge preferred.
Willy, closing his lips again as firmly | charged against me ? It is that I struck

as before, glanced at Eustace, and te- | my superior officer.
is not my superior officer, Captain Brent-

e, and did not recover from his | dictive revenge.
Grahame, my younger brother, was en-
abled to have me removed from
‘He just stood still where he was,’ said | peaceful home, and dragged igno.ninous-
Willy, drawing a long breath. ly on board this ship, where I was cloth-
ed in the garb and plaeed in the position
by either Lieutenant Grahame or the | of a common seaman—I who am as much
a gentleman by birth and education as

‘No,’ answered Willy, very prowptly | any one who now listens to me—’

pressed his lips together "till they seemec. | that he enjoys.
glued to each other, and stood rigid and [ my prevince to judge, and any\mis-state-
ment he may make will be to his own

said Cap- | prejudice.

wasa enough—the evidence was exhausted
and the charge established. The cap-
tain #ested his arm en the table, and
shaded his face with his hsnd. He re-
mained there for more tham a minute;
then again raised his head, and, mob
without effort looked at the prisoner,who
confronted him with a calm dignified de-
meanor.
‘Eustace Grahame,’ he said, you have

heard the evidence brought to support
the charge made against you. That evi-
dence, as you must be aware, substanti-
ates the charge, end cvnvicts you of the
crime set forth. Your plea of not guilty
is therefore unavailing, for it is proved
to be false. If you have anything to say
in your own behalf, anything to urgs in
explanation or extenuation before sen-
tence is passed, I am ready to listen to
you.’
‘I am free to speak at last, am I ?' ask-
ed Eustace, with kindling eye.
*Yes ; you have a right to be heard,
and I am very willing to listen.’ Ran-
dolph’s face paled at this intimation, and
he stepped back into the shade ; but the
others drew closer that they might hear
the prisoner's address. They had nola
minute to wait, for Eustace, drawing
himself still more proudly up, thus
began :
‘For the first time, then, has justice
and acknowledge 1 right met together in
my experience under the heavy wrong
which I have teen made to suffer ; and
Captain Brentwood, I cannot regret the

cireumstance which has given me an op-
portunity to address  you.

When first
brought on board this ship 1 sought such

an opportunity, never dreaming that it
would be denied ; but you refused to
listen, and the very attempt I made to
s
and forcibly prevented. Glad am I,
therefore, to find that I have now the
right to speak, and to be listened to. and
you may depend upon it that I shall take
advantage of it to utmost.

'to you was treated as presumption,

‘You have swid, Captain Brentwood,

that the charge preferred against me is
substantiated by the evidence, and that |
my plea of not guilty has been preved
false. I contend that the contrary isthe
Willy thought it wouid be quite safe to | gage. I trust I have too much honorand
self-respect to be capable of uttering a
falsehood in any circumstances.
clare that I was not guilty of the charge
“Yes,’ was the answer again, after a | ,roferred against me, and I made the
statement in the expectation and with

I de-

he desire that the whole ‘truth should

order, or did he remain standing on the | be tuld, because none of the witnesses
except he who made the charge knew it

n its entirety. I admit everything,how-

point of danger, and Willy tightened his | ever, that has been told. I freely admit.
I never had the slightest desire to con-

‘Did you hear my qu“tion 7 asked the ceal it, and in the face of all that you
have heard, Captain Brentweod, I repeat

he statement—I am not guilty of the
What is the crime

Randolph Grahame
I am in this
By the feul exer-
This man, Randolph

my

‘Captain Brentwooa, exclaimed Ran-

‘Did you see the prisoner push or |dolph. passionately, ‘I claim to interrupt
this language.
The captain put this question in a low | brother, when he knows we are not full
and deliberate but emphatic tone, for it | brethers at all.”

He says I am his younger

‘The prisoner must not be mterrupted

quiry,“and the silence of suspense which | Lieut. Grahame,’ observed the captain.
‘He has the right to speak at this junc-

Willy turned paler than. before, | ture, and that right it is my duty to see

What he does say it is

‘My eye, how hig~does pay out his jaw

Still Willy remmned motionless and | tackle,’ whispered the boatswain to the
Sergeant of Marines, in reference to the

manner in which Eustace had becn ad-
dressing the captain.
‘Nay, you misunderstand the matterif | & man-of-war man and boy for forty
you suppose that I have the least desire | years, and never aforg did I hear a blue-
te have the truth, the whole truth, er |jacket speak in such a way to the com-
any part of it concealed. On the con- [ mander.
trary, my strongest wish is that it be de- [as ever came through a speaking-

‘I've been aboard

It's as good quarter-deck lingo

trumpet.” The ser:-ant nodded his

‘Are ye in earnest 7' exclaimed Wiily, | approval to the remark, but made no

further reply, for Eustace had again be-

gun to speak.

‘No, he remarked, with a proud scern-

ful tone,” we are not full brothers. We

are sons of the same father, whose

sacond wife is his mother, and I'm glad

to think that our relationship is ne closer.

But I shall not trouble you, sir, with

private family affairs. Were your
authority such as I am bound to recog-
nize, I would feel called upon to enter
more minutely into these, to give you an
ides of the provocation I received era I
struck the blow for which I am now
called to account. But I reoudiate your
authority altogether, and protest against
any formal arraignment here as a part of
the monstrous wrongs to which I hhve
been subjected. Rendéred helpless by s

.a by the .wm—‘Putly baith.” ’l‘w

come,
will bave to answer for such a flagrant

a
I
e

physical force which I had no power
to resist, I was dogndod to the level of
' otdond to do

morally ealled npon or bound to obey.
Captain Brentweod, I ask you to say
how you would have acted under these
circumstances 7 What I might have done
but for the accident which kept him
below for so many weeks, I do not know;
but having thus been freed from his
ful presence, I had no means of
evading, and let my conduet in the ship
during these weeks testify to my self-
restraint, I set myself to learn and
discharge the duties ef a common sea-
man, and my comrades will, I dare say,
bear witness that I succeeded in the
effort. You, yourseif, Captain Brent-
wood, may have seen how I acquitted
myself in today’s emgagement. In the
circumstances I would have been justi-
fied in refusing to take part in the fight,
but, sir, my patriotie feelings prompted
me to do what no usurped authority
would have drawn from me. I threw
myself heart and seul into the conflict,
and I was ready to sacrifice my life in
defending the ship and assailing the foe.
It was free, spontaneous service 1 remd-
ered in doing this—it was no acknow-
ledgment of the authority which had
been wrongfully exercised ‘over me.
The fight was done, the victory was
gained, and I and a few others who had
fought hard for it were taking rest,when
my vindictive foe approached, and insult-
ed me with the cbuse of a power which
is his as an officer of this ship, but with
which individually I had nothing to do.
Knowing what I had suffered at his
instigation, knowing how basely he had
plutted my ruin at home, and what cause
I had to scorn and loathe him, I indig-
nantly ignored his presence, and paid no
heed to his insolence. His order to go
to the mast-head I treated with sileng
contemp ; and he had the audacity to
lay kis hand on me to drag me forward.
That act was prevocation beyond en-
durance, and I pushed him from me as I
would the vilest reptile that crawls the
earth. For this assertion of my man-
hocd T was laid in irons—for this act,
which every feeling in my soul rises up
to justify, I am summonded hither; and
you, Captain Brentweod, have taken it
upon you to judge and punish me. Yeu
have not a shadow of a right to either
une or the other. I am your equal, sir,
and am as free from your jurisdiction as
the cloud that sails along the sky, At
your hands I have received as great a
wrong as one man can inflict on another,
and now you crown yeur injustice by
subjecting me to the mockery of a trial,
Is it not so ? Dishoner and degrade your-

self by continuing to be the fool of as
| mean and base a wreich as ever wore

His majesty’s uniform, but the time will
Captain Brentwood, when you

nd culpable abuse of your power. Here
publicly demand the ceurteous treat-
mnt due by one gentleman to another
0 long as the ship remains on the high

]
sea, till an opportunity comes when I
can return to Scotland, after which I
frankly tell you, I shall seek such re-
dress as public opinien and the law of
the land shall give me.’

Eustace ceased, and, folding his arms

across his cheat, stood silent and - indig-

naut as before. He had spoken with an

air of great calmness aud firmuess. There

was no display of passion or vehement

feeling. He had indeed looked stern

and indignant when he proclaimed his

wrongs aud characterized the treatment
he had experienced ; but ke maintained
a perfect self command, and the air of
one who felt and was justified in feeling,
himself, the equal of whom he was speak-
ing to. Capt. Brentwood frequently red-
dened as he went on, and pressed his
lips hard, but did not interrupt him.
The sailors were perfectly amazed at his
audacity in uttering such words to the
commander. Lieutenant Saughton was
more and more confirmed in his impres-
sion that Eustace had been deeply
wronged, and Randolph, while boiling
and barning with rage and fear, vainly
watched at the captain’s countenance, to
notice the effect produced upon his
mind.

To the same point all eyes were turn.
ed when Eustace ceassd.to speak, and it
was noticed that though the captain was
very pale, Lie was very resolute. There
was evidently a struggle of feeling going
on in his soul, which the knitting of his
brows indicated ‘as being in favor of
duty, and so it speedily turned out.
‘Prisoner,’ he said, and his voice was
strangely altered, ‘I have listened, if
not patiently, yet silently, to your very
extraordinary and injucicious address,
1esolved that your right to be heard
would not be interfered with, though you
were abusiag that right to a terrible
degree It is beneath my dignity and
would be subversive of my position as
commander of this vessel to reply to
your abusive words I may say, how-
ever for the sake of those who heard you
if not for your own sake, that I did not
sanction the preeeedings of which you
complain, without knowing and approv-
ing of the grounds of your seizure.

how truthfully your character was re-

birthn'bt of every Briton—subjected to
insult and ignominy, and placed under &
wsurped authority, which I was net

and stood before him,

In
your address you have misrepresented
and concealed matters of which I am
well infermed, and have clearly shown

pnunhd to me. Further than this, I
descend to allude h thh

‘I am very soery to see you in the po-
sition you now eccupy; and to have the
unpleasant duty laid upon me of punish-
lngtlnmwlubolnndnplhnﬂy in this
day’s engagement. With every word of
what you said on that point I cordially |
agree, and have to state that your allus-
ion to yeur conduct during the fight was
far more modest than the circumstance
warranted. You rendered most essential
service both in the defence and the as-
sault, and I am beund to say that your
heroic exertions tended not a little to
secure the victery. This makesit all the
more painful for me to deal with the
very great erime of which you have been
convicted. It is, of course, impossible |
that I can give any weight to your plea |
that Lieutenant Grahame is not your |
officer. He is a second lieutenant of
this vessel, of which you are one of the
seamen, and his authority is as binding
on you as on any of the ship’s company.
The offence, then, is fully established—
not only by the testimany of others, but
by your own admission ; and now it
becomes me to deal with it in such a way
as shall go to prove to all on board that
a crime s0 enormous cannot lightly
treated, even in the case of oné who has
behaved so gallantly in action as you
have done today. In ordinary circum-
stances the crime is a capital offence,and
though I shall be merciful in consider-
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ation of your heroic behavieur during
the engagement, yet for the sake of
discipline, which can in no circumstances
whatever be negiected, I must impress
on all on board the terrible nature of the
crime you have committed. I therefore
sentence you to receive fifty lashes.’

‘What 7’ roared Eustace, in a yoice of
thunder, ‘you dare to carry your mons-
trous, infamous tyranny to this extent !|i
Great God, has truth and.justice gone
out of the universe ? Am I given up to
be the object of the foulest oppression
which ever disgraced this eacth ? Capt.
Brentwood, you are not serious in this.
Frightfully as you hiave already abused
your power, you will not, dare not,
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prostitute it so inhumanly.’

‘Silence, fellow,” roared the captain,
roused now into rage. Lieutenant Gra-
hame,’ headded, turning to Randolph,
‘I commission you to see the sentence
carried into effect immediately.’

bowed a ready consent.

‘Not this degradation, then,’ cried
your power to this extent, and in mercy
kill me. Nay, I will save you from the
guilt of murder by leaping over the side
of the ship. Let me go to seek refuge
from dishonor in death.’

The captain paid no attention to this
wild adjuration, but was about to retire
when Willy Sommerville started forward
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‘Save him frae this,
frae this,” he cried. ‘I uv.od vour life
the day, but it wasna that ye might
destroy Maister Grahame,’

The captain was staggered, but only
for a mement.

‘Yes, my good fellow,” he answered,
‘Ycu did save my life, and I will not
forget 1t. I will repay you in some
way.’

‘Repay me in this way,’ exclaimed
Willy, vehewently. ‘I ask nae return
but this. Dinna inflict on Eustace a |,
punishment that he disna deserve.’

‘My lad, you ask what it is impossi-
ble for me to grant If T were to consult
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my private feelings only, I would do it
at once ; but 1 never sacrifice public
duty to private feelings. Stand by,
you request is useless. The sentance
must be carried into effect.’

‘Then let me bear it,’ cried Willy,
with noble generomty. ‘Giec me the
fifty lashes then, but oh, dinna dishonor
him.’

‘Hush, Willy,"” said Eustace, firmly.
‘No one shall suflfer the ignominy but
myself. If they will perpetrate the
fiendish cruelty I can accept of no sub-
stitute.
yet overtake them.’

‘Away with him,’ shouted the captain,
with an imperious wave of his hand.
Randolph, his whole soul thrilling
with its culminating triumph, advanced,
and orderad the guard to seize the
prisoner and take him on deck,
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takin one o( Carter’s Little Liver Pills

Wanted to be Knm

CHOICE GUNFEGTIMEB
TOBACCO, CIGARS, &

Domestic and Foreign Fruits,
Fresh and Smoked Salt Water Fish in seasom |

Uysters Served in Every Siyle R

But a heavy reckoning shall| Floral Designs, Wreaths, Crosses, Bougu
Flowering Plants & Vegetables in

Court House Square,

D. K. STRACHAN,

Keeps on hand a supply of material for ¢

Mowers and Reaper _‘

Sulky Hay Ra.kewz,"lows

ILL WORK THOBOUGHLY DORE

THAT YOU CAN GET

CANNED FRUITS AND FISI.

Oysters of the Best By 8
A full assortment of all kinds of Nuts.

ICE CREAMS IN SEASON.
ete., made to order.
) W

E. BINGEAMN'S,

RESTAURANT
Goderie
19223

Dec. 20, 1883.

PRACTICAL

MACHINIST, '

repairing of

ementl :

-

ncultura,l m
Machinery

D. K. STRACHAN,
GODERICH MACHINE SHO

Goderich,-March 27th, 18584, 1836208
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