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HOUSE OP ASSEMBLY-BUM!ARY.
TnoaanAT. 9th Pab., 18M.

SWEARING IX OP THE MEMBERS.
The Commiaaionere, — the Hon. the Attorney 

General, lion. Capt. Rice and lion. Edward 
Hnythorne—appointed by Hie Excellency the 
Lien tarant Governor to «wear in the returned 
Members—having discharged that doty, the 
next business was

ELECTION OF THE SPEAKER.
At 2h. Sm. p. m. the lionne were summoned 

to the Council Chamber, and being directed to 
return to their own Chamber, and elect a Spea
ker, they returned for that purpose aecord-

iture, posset 
even to the 

; its Corporation, 
with a Mayor, whose official salary ia £900 
a-year; and it* University, of which the 
Senate consists of members of all the lead
ing religions denominations. It has also 
Ha hospital», and Ha poor: the letter accoun
ted for chiefly by the frightful number of 
public-houses,—the former, by a goodly, 
yet insufficient, number of churches of va- 
nous persuasions.

Few cities are so orderly at night not
withstanding the excesses of intoxication to 
which so many of its people are wretchedly 
iddtciN^, £reo after the great province of 
Victoria had been separated, the territory 
of which Sydney is the capital, is as large 
as ten England»; with a thousand miles of 
sea-coast, rich in forests, mountains, plains, 
and table-lands, in pastures, crops, and 
mines; glittering with gold, studded with 
prosperous towns, resounding with the voice 
of industry and the bleating of innumerable 
flocks.—[London Quarterly Review,]

San Accounts from the Ionian Is
lands.—Private letters from the Ionian Is
lands inform us that Zante and Capalonia 
are in a most deplorable condition. The 
failure of the current crop for two succes
sive yerrs has cut off the only supply from 
which the inhabitants of those two Islands, 
m particular, derive their main support. 
The land owner and the labourer are both 
suffering under such a calamity ; but it is in 
the latter that want with its attendant hor
rors, weighs heavily and ia crushing them 
to death. Their circumscribed condition, 
in a physical as well as in a social sense, 
readers them helpless in their present mis
fortune.

Any work which could offer the scanty 
remuneration of twelve cents per day, 
would, under existing circumstances, be 
hailed by thousands as a most propitious 
sod heaven-sent boon. But there are no 
factories to employ the callous hand of the 
sturdy agriculturalist, and it must drop 
with weakness by bis side until death re
lieves his sufferings. The relief also that 
might be obtained by spreading out, and 
thus rendering the intensity of suffering 
less observable, is rendered very difficult 
by the liquid element which locks them up 
in their native island. The Zantiotes in 
particular are well known throughout 
Greece as the moat industrious, active, la
borious and thrifty husbandmen of that 
pert of the world, and yet even their doom 
seems almost inevitable, and starvation is 
already preying upon that hardy race. 
Durmg mat Autumn wild fruits and herbs 
growing in the fields canstituted their food, 
but dreary Winter has deprived them of

§onx McNeill, Esq., Clerk, having token the 
Chair—

Mr. Macaulat rose, and movcd|that the Hon. 
John Jardine be elected Speaker.

Mr. Mooxsy then rose and proposed Mr. Mac
aulay.

Mr. Clam objected to Mr. Macaulay’s mo
tion, that the Hon. Mr. Jardine, being*» mem
ber of the Government, was not (according to 
the principle recognised at the establishment of 
R*|>onsible Government) eligible for the Spea-

Mr.*llAViLAXD said, there could be found no 
statute, rule, or motion, by which such a prin
ciple was established. When Mr. Pope was 
Speaker, he was a member of the Government, 
and held various Government appointments be
sides. It was true, indeed, that a motion had 
once been submitted, although not carried, for 
the establishment of that principle ; but beyond 
that, it had not been entertained by any pre
vious Assembly.

Hon. Mr. Whelan.—It was a principle recog
nised and established in the neighboring Pro
vinces and in the mother country. When was 
it ever known, in the mother country, that a 
Collector of Excise was proposed as a fit and 
proper person to fill tho Speaker’s chair, in the 
House of Commons! In Nora Scotia, when a 
gentleman holding each an office was proposed 
to be elected Speaker of tho Assembly, he him
self declared las ineligibility, as being an Ex
cise Officer.

Hon. Mr. Palmer.—He was aware that in 
some of the other Colonies, gentlemen filling 
certain important offices were held to be ineli
gible for the Speakership : and, to a certain 
extent, such objections might be veiy reasona
ble. He would not, therefore, in rising to sup
port the motion of the hon. member for George
town, go so far as to say, that the eligibility of 
members of the Government and holders of Go
vernment offices for tho Speaker’s chair should 
be recognised on all occasions. Reasonable ob
jections would be listened to ; but ho was not 
aware of any statute, rule or practice against 
electing to tho Chair of the Assembly any mem
ber so circumstanced with respect to office as 
the Hon. Doctor Jardine. It was not sufficient, 
to set his nomination aside, that any solitary 
member should declare him ineligible, unless 
his ineligibility were declared or established by 
some statute or rule. There was, in fact, no 
such statute or rule to restrain the House in 
their election of a Speaker ; and the Hon. Mr. 
Jardine, he maintained, was then quite as eli
gible for the Speaker’s Chair as any other mem
ber of the Assembly.

Mr. Wight*an.—He thought the inclinations 
of the hon. gentleman proposed ought to have 
been previously ascertained. That was the 
course pursued with respect to himself, when 
it had been intended to put him in nomination 
for the Chair. The House would, surely, not 
think of compelling any member to accept of 
the Speakership against his will.

Hon. Mr. Whelan.—On the establisment of 
Responsible Government, it was an understand
ing with a large majority of the Assembly at 
that time, fiat t ie member filling the Speaker’s 
Chair should hold no government office ; and 
with respect to Mr. Has, the Speaker of the last 
House, that understanding was acted upon. 
If Mr. Palmer, however, would fairly state 
hie real reasons for supporting the motion of 
the bon. member for Georgetown, it would, he 
apprehended, bo found to be his desire to de
rive hie (Hon. Mr. W’s) side of a vote on the

system they were called upon to support, not 
men. They had beard, it was true, a great 
deal about a change of Government ; but * 
ever a majority in the Assembly opposed 
Responsible System might effect, or ee 
«Sect, he was quite certain that to 
fragment even of tboee who had * 
instrumental in the establishi 
tern were left on the floor of 
would adhere to its principles, 
on all proper occasions, eodeai 
out. As for the Hon. Mr. Jai 
of those who had consistently 
establishment of the Resp 
as such he was entitled to 
people. Not only was he well 
honor proposed to be oonArrec 
the salary of £60 attashed to it, 
lie equally deserving of it i 
(Cries of •• Question”’) 
gentleman would rise ami 
men ta with jflipeet to hie nominatioa

Mr. Hatilasd. Ho! He can’t. (I
“.Spoken !”)

Mr Coxbot.—The Speaker of the 1 
Commons, it is well known, is ex-officio 
i>er of the Privy Council. He might i 
he chose ; but it is true be is never summoned. 
And, if wo want a precedent here, do we not 
all know that when Mr. Pope was Speaker, he 
held nearly all the offices of the County. He 
was a mamba» of the Government, Collector of 
Excise, Ac., Ac., Ac. (Cries of** Question!”)

Mr. Fraser—It would be unbecoming- to force 
the appointment upon tnj hon. member ageiost 
his will. Unless they were satisfied that the 
Hon. Mr. Jardine was anxious or willing to fill 
the Chair, the motion, he thought, ought not to be 
pressed.

The question was then pel; and the Homo
divided:

Nays—Mr. Wightmaa, Mr. McGill, Hoe. 
E. Whelan. Mr. Omsk, Mr. F*wr, H—. Mr 
Lord, Mr. Davies, Mr. Muoeey, Hon. Mr. 
Warburton—9.

Ayes-Hoc. Mr. Palmar, Mr Doe*. Mr. 
Conroy, Mr Yeo, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Long- 
worth, Mr. Havilend, Mr Mecgowso, Mr. 
MacKaehern, Mr. Macaulay, Mr. McLeod, Mr. 
Beer, Mr. Goff-13.

So it was carried in the affirmative.
Mr. Moonrt.— Mr. Clerk, will It not be 

necessary lo order the Sergeant at Arms to lay 
violent hands upon the Speaker elect and force 
him to lake the chair. We all know that one man 
may lead a horse to th» well, but twenty cannot 
compel him to drink.

Hoa. Mr. Jaroimc.—If the Houseloeût, I will 
comply.

The Houw adhering to the motion just carried, 
the hon. gentleman on being invited to do so* 
advanced to the Chair; and. having seconded dr 
couple of steps, he Vetdreed thanks for tho honor 
conferred upon htm, ia a abort bat appropriate 
speech. He then took the Chair * Speaker af 
ihe House—sad,having dune so, stated his inten
tion lo resign hie seat ia the Executive Cooneil, 
as he meant not to be the Speaker of a party, but 
of the whole Hon*.

who had
Mr. Moonst.—He was not at all die 

live the learned Ductor credit for his
When he called to mind the conduct 

teamed and honourable member, in the 
of 1848, when he was so anxious to get 

out of the House, he (Mr. M.) could 
ich faith in bis allegiance to tho 

regard for their rights. Then fin 1 
bent waa he * the exclusion of Mr. Col*, 
ren after a Committee of 
ten appointed to prepare the draft of an 

in answer to the Governor’s Speech, no
on Id satisfy him but the House’s going 

lately into a Commute of Privileg*, in the 
that, by their determination, he might effect 

object, to the prejudice, not only of Mr. Col* 
of Mr. Coke’s constituents. So great th»n

he pnmstian si
M been improwrlj'dnalt with, 

and came before Urn Horn* witka Petition, or 
if the disappointed candidate should puroam the 
cour* which other disappointed candidates had 
taken before him, the proper mode of proceeding 
would bo adopted by tho Hoa*, aodtho wboS 
question dealt, with irrespective of Government 
dictation. He deeply regretted that Hie Excel
lency should be surrounded by mou * grossly 
ignorant of tho right» of the people, or * 
tally disregardfal of them, as were hi» peasant 
advisers. It was indeed deeply te ho kmsutod 
that nay eue to who* was entrusted tho dis
charge of the duties of to high aad responsible 
a situation should be, in any way, influ
enced by the counsels of men * ignorant 
or * unscrupulous. Should the time arrive 
when the Return should be wanted by the 
Hoa*, they would ask for it by a Meeems to 
His Excellency.

(7b te continued.)

NOTICE ON THE ORDER BOOK.
Saturday 11th, Feb.—Mr. Wnui will, on 

Monday next, move for leave to present a Peti
tion from the Hon. Geo. Col*,
Kerturn made by the High 
County to the Writ of Election for 
trict of that County, sad praying that 
will revise the preceding» of the said 
that justice may be dune to Petition»* 
premises.

of Mr. Coke's constituents. So great th**o _ „ ... _ _. _ ^
i toe regard for .be ri.bl* of.be p~.pl. aad T™ tollowin* Addre~ «° 11,1
privileg* of their peilmmwtary represents- Lieut. Governor has recently been patiaete-
», that he declared, If the Honte asserted their cnlatkm, to counteract the effects of a wttela

, they would cause Mr. Coles to stand out- 
of the Bar in his shirt ekev*, and quoted May 

Parliament in support of the views enunciated | 
taelf ! And was it he who would, if he | 
have proceeded in so arbitrary a manner 
a representative of the people, who then 

_ ibout bis sacred regard for their righto, 
and loudly deprecated their being trampled upor. !

Mr. Davies.—It had been asserted, by hon.
embers, that tho prewiring of the Return to the 

House by a member of the Government, was a 
breach of the privileg* of the House ; and that 
they ought to wait until (be people petitioned the 
House for doe enquiry touching the Return, be
fore they allowed it to be brought under meit 
notice. But he would like to know how it could 
possibly he a brunch of the privileg* of the House 
for the Government, when acquainted with what 
they belkve to be an infraction of the elective 
privileg* of the people, to seek to lay before the 
House any document, by a due examination and 
ooesideratioa of which, the Heew might he ■»- 
•Med justly to determine whether any such infrac
tion bad been made or not.

Mr. WiohtMa».—I cannot a* any thing im
proper in what the Hoe. the Colonial Secretary 
has done. He h* left it to the Houw to say 
whether the Return shall be re*ived and read or 
not.

Mr. MoNTeoMsav.—The cour* taken by the 
Hun. the Colonial Secretary waa unusual end ir
regular. If parties were aggrieved by the Return, 
it was open to them to petition the Houw, and 
the Home would grant them a hearing. Then, 
and in that case, the Home would ask for the 
Return, that, by due consideration of the facto 
act forth thereto, they might jnetly decide con
cerning the prayer of the party * parti* petition-

holding I» his 
for the Frol Dis-

v.
refer to S

PETL’BN OT WRIT FOR THE FIRST DIS 
TRICT OF QUEEN'S COUNTY.

Hon. Coloxul SecaeiABT, 
band the Return of fee Writ for 
triet of Queen's Cosaty, mured that the 
be reeeired and read.

Hon. Mr. Palms*.—He would wish to too* 
how that Writ waa brought under the notie* of 
the House.

Hon. Colomial Submit.—Aa a member of 
the Gorernmeut, I bring it before the House.

Hon. Mr. Pau».—He would like the Hoe. 
Colonial Secretary to explain a little further, 
and any for what purpose he brought it before

Hon. Colowal fiacasrtar.—That notion am; 
be taken upon it eartofoly.

Sou. Mr. Pau».—la the ease of a disputed 
an before the Horae, it meet be raked far 

hr the Horae ; aad all matters eonaaetod with 
it sea only properly be in tw tigs led by the 
Horae ia a Committee of Privilege*. The Ura. 
the Colonial Seeretar* any* that, aa a member 
•f the Gorernmeut, hi brings the Rotate of the 
Writ for the 1st DiaWict of Qraee'e County, 
under the notice of toe Horae, aad to the and 
that they amy take ration thereon. By hie 
exploration were they to eaderetond that his 
motion for th* recaption and reading of that 
Ratorn.wratohe aaaaidwait ra a Mareaga B» 
the Government directing the Heew to ge into 
a Pare ari teas ef Pririlemu three**.

Hoe. OoteauL SacaxrAsr.—He wee well 
aware that ail matters coo nested with Bastions 
could b* token into consideration, fay the House, 
only in a Ooaraitte* of privileges ; and, if the 
hen. member for Charlottetown had had a 
little eatieeee, bejrnald here food foal the 
only oldest he (the Hae. Oefeeial fiaarttoiy) 
had to tire, to maktofi Ha a
the Ratera to qnaatioa aboeld__________
considerstiee of tto Erase to a Committee of 
Privileges. The Return era, to truth, a meet 
entreoratoary one ; hot at that time, he would 
forties# fcrthef comment upon it* irregularity. 

Loxowoera.— That observation itself 
tod almost to a breach of the privileges 
~ as*. (•• Hear I" from Doctor Oraroy.) 

etakfoe* '
------------------ 1 mill II171 re

ref hlemetira,

Hatilasd.— He would defy say man to 
1 a greater breach of parliaareelary privi

lege., than 1 hat jest perpetrated, by the Hon. 
Colonial Secretary, ee behalf ef the Oovaremael, 
lir.ee the days of the Tudora, ee at least since 
those ef Queen Been. Sines that time, nothing 
relating to the elect km of lb* people’s ntpreeee- 
taiivea bad ever found place ia say Speech or 
message of the Sovereign addressed lo the House 
of Common.. It wee well keuwa feat be alow 
who waa, by the proper aathority, retaiaad a 
representative of a ceoaliteeeey, could be receg- 
atoad by the Hoe* aa a member thereof. The 
proper course is aaqoeeiiorahly for any party or 
parties who may consider themselves aggrieved 
by a Retara to reek redram from lb* Hi

b,fiSr*. Douas.—Ho bed been o member of the 
Assembly for 20 years ; ead he bed never before 
witnessed so irregular a era» sa that pursued 
by the Hon. Colonial Secretory, aa a amber 
of the Government. When he himself (Mr.

Petition emanating from the extreme parti
sane of the Gorernmeut :—

Mat it Please You a Exckllbrct;
We the undersigned Inhabitant* of 

Prince Edward Island, being deeply inter
ested in its present end future well*re. have 
ascertained that a Memorial to Year Ex
cellency is in con» of Signature, wherein 
it is asserted, that there is " a disposition 
on the part of a majority of the present 
House of Assembly to overturn the Consti
tution, established under Your Excellency's 
auspices, end to introduce or re-esublish 
a form of Government not congenial to tit* 
wishes, and destructive,” aa the memorial- 

allege, " of the best interests of a ma- 
ority of the Inhabitants of Prince Edward 
stood;” and “ earnestly beseeching Your 
Excellency, that you will not admit of any 
change being effected in the Constitntion 
of the Country, nor yield to any rote of a 
Majority of the Assembly which may here 

" »ner to alter the political complexion, 
and introduce different principle» into Your 
Excellency’s Government, from those by 
which it is at present influenced, without 
first affording to thr Memorialists an oppor
tunity, by means of another General Elec
tion, of rectifying the errors of the peat, 
and deciding on the merits of the Party 
seeking to change Your Excellency’s Go
vernment. ”

Wt feel assured, that the Majority of the 
Horae of Assembly, in their Address to 
Your Excellency on the 80th September 
last, contemplates no other or fuither change 
in the existing system of Responsible Go
vernment, then that which is opposed to a 
particular claee of Salaried Officers being 
allowed to exercise Legislative, Adminis
trative and Executive powers ;and in reply- 
ingto that Address, Your Excellency was 
pleased to express your determine!ion “ to 
discountenance uncalled for agitation on 
any subject from any source it may ema
nate."

Wx beg leave to represent to your Ex
cellency, thet the Memorial to which we 
have referred, bee emanated from the Of. 
flier of the Queen’s Printer of this Colony, 
and by that Indiridoal, eed by certain 
Members of Your Exce Henry’s Government 
numerous printed copies hare been distri
buted through the Colony for Signature;

although it may be difficult for these 
parties to disguise from Your Excelleay 
the personal object» they . hare in view in 
their eedeevoure to procure a dissolution of 
the House of Assembly, we conceive that 
many persons hare been unwittingly redu
ced into leading their eeawe to the said 
Memorial, ueder persuasiora that public 
rights end privileges will be endangered 
by the cou» of policy, which, H » alleged, 
will be pursued by the majority of the new 
House of Assembly, in matter» alfceting 
the Constitution of the Colony.

We are by no means insensible to the ex
tension of liberty conferred en the people of 
this Colony by the establish***»t of Respon
sible Qorarament, nor hare we heard, nor 
hare we aay reason to believe that it to the 

of the .majority of the .
House of Assembly ” to overt ora the Coe-


