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Funeral Sermoro_f the Late Mr.
Alexander McRobb, Monkton,

BY REV. A, HENDERSON, M. A.,, ATWOOD,

TEXT:—“() death, where is thy sting ?
O grave where is thy victory#’—1 Cor,,
15:55.

The reign of death is eoextensive with
the ravages of sin. “Death hath passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned.”
..\Iloue are exempt from this penalty.
Where is the family which has not been
called upon to mourn departed friends ?

“I'riend after friend de
Who hath not lost a
There is no union here
That finds net here a
Were this frail world our final rest,
Living or dying none wera-blest.”

“There is no flock however watched or

tended,

But one dead lamb is there
There is no fireside howsoe’er

But hath one yacant chair.”

Ob, how thankful should we be that
Wwe have not been left to the natural
blindness and darkness of our own
minds, to the light of nature around us, |
or to mere speculation, philosopy, or
conjecture as to.the future world, and
the state of the soul after death! With
what gratitude we should welcome the
revelation which God has given us not
only of His infinite love in Christ Jesas |
1o sinful men, but that there is a worid
of unspeakable bliss prepared for true
believers, to which their souls immedi-
ately go upon leaying the body, and that
when absent from the body they are
present with the Lord? "I'hat with the
light furnished by God’s word we can
sec into futurity, and say with the ful-
lest confidence—

“There is a world above whe

is unknown,

A long eternity of love formed for the

good alone;

And faith beholds the dying here,
Translated to that glorous sphere,”
And thus it is that the true believer

supported by the infallible word of God,
and believing that the dej
gone to cternal glory, even while hisl
heart is wrung with S0i20W, can lift his
tearful eyes to heaven, and say in ac-
cents of heavenly calmness

mission “It is well.”

The true christian sees the hand of
God in.all that befalls him. While
others may see only secondary causes
he recognizes the will of God and IHis
wonder working powerin all the dispen-
sations of Providence. He knows
4 sparrow cannot fall to the ground
without His heavenly Father, and Umﬂ
th
bered.

parts,
friend ?
of hearts,
n end;

«w.ended,

re parting

What we call the 1
are nothing else than the usual expres-
sion of God’s sovereign will. Thus we
call gravitation a law of nature, but
when we ask w0/ it is that bodies tend
to the centre of attraction, we can give
1o other reason than this that it is the |
will of God. Again, we call it anatur
law for a dead body to become corrupt,
but when we ask why it is so all we
say is that God in the exercise
sovereign will and power
dained. And so also if we a
death the result of sin, we can only I
answer : 1tisGod’s will. And therefore |
when death enters the household
takes away one of the family cire
should acknowledge with christian re-
signation that “this also cometh irom
the Lord of Hosts who is wondeful in
counsel and excellentin working,” “who
is just in all His ways and holy in all
His works.” “Behold He taketh away
who can hinder Him ? who will say unto
Him what doest Thou 9"

It is wise then to submit with humble
resignation to the will of God when
death visits owr families, for death is
one of (rod’s servants, carrying out His
‘wise purposes, death is one of his mes-
Ssengers summoning the soul which He
has created to His presence, and what-
€Ver success may attend man’s efforts
when contending with his fellowmen,
the only right, the only safe position for
him before God is in. the very dust.
Has God done it, and is it not wise, and
right, and good ? “Woe unto him that
striveth with his Maker! Let the pots
herd strive with the potsherds of the
earth.” “Shall the thing formed say

unto him that formed it, why hast thou
made me thus $”

Instead of questioning God’s sover-
eignty, or the right which He claims to
do with His creatures as seemeth good
in His sight, we should rather adore
Him for the gracious mann
He exercises that right,
grace to enable us even in our darkest
hour of sorrow to say: “The Lord gave,
and the L,ord hath taken away, blessed
be the name of the Lord.” It is the
Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him
good.” “Not my will, O God, but Thine
be done.”

But when the body is laid in the grave,
and the mound raised over it, and the
sad memorials of the dead erecied, is
this the end ?
and unknown future is there noli;:htpo
cheer us, no guide to lead us? There is.
We have the light of God’s holy word,
and the infallible guidavce of B 18 Spirit,
and we hear Jesuos saying: *“I am ‘the
resurrection and the life, he that be-
lieveth in Me, though he were dead yet
shall he live, and he that liveth and be-
lieveth in Me shall never die.” “Fear
not, I am the first and the last; I am
He that liveth and was dead and behold
I am alive for evermore, and have the
keys of hell and of death.”
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We are taught in this fifteenth chap.
of 18t Corinthians that the tesurrection
of Christ is the evidence and secuiity of
onr resurrection, that our Tesurrection
is & necessity, that Christ is risen from
the dead and become the fxstfruits of
them that slept, that as we. lave borne
the image of the earthy, we,shall also
bear the image of the heavenly; “for
this corruptible must put on incorrup-
tion and this mortal must put on im-
mertality ; so when this corruptible
shall have put on ineorruption and this
mortal shall have put on immortality
then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written; “Death is swallowed up
in victory.,” <O death, - where is th
sting ? O grave, where is thy, vietory $”

In the words of the text we- have the
triumph over the grave asserted in the
very strongest terms, for it i§ the most
emphatic way of making a statement
to challenge any contradiction of it,
The apostle is so confident that death is
swallowed up in victory that he trium-
phantly asks the question: “O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy vietory®” Death which was before
a dreadful serpent with a yenomous
sting is now rendered harmless, its sting
having been extracted by the death’ of
the son of God, and the viejory of the
grave can no longer be celebrated since
1t has itself been vanquished by the al-
mighty power of Jesus.

We shall consider 1st, How the beliey-
er triumphs over death; and 2nd, Why
be thus triumphs. Let me ask your at-
tention then to howthe believar triumphs
over death. .The believer triumphs
over death: by anticipation ard in actual
fact.' The words of the text refer more
especially to the victory of the child of
God as seen in the resurrection of the
orruptible and glorious
form at the last day, but the believer
even in this life trumphs ove; death by
anticipation. "When Nelson was on the
eve of the battle of Trafalgar his cour-
a2ge and faith had already "asfured him
of the vietory on the morrow,and he re-
joieed in it by anticipation,sothat when
he went into the battle althoigh he had
fearful odds against him, relying on the
fidelity and valor of his officels and men
he felt confident of a glerious triumph;
and so the true Christian by fidith grasps
and unknown, ajd makes
the assurance of future victorfa motive
t*present activity and joy.

Thé apostle reférs to this inl the con-.|
ades his prqvious ar-
gunment by saying: “Therefoi my be-
loved brethren, be yestead fastunmove-
able, always aboundingiis tho'work of
the Lord, forasmuch as ye ¥now that
ur 1abor is not in vain in the Lord.”
Whatencouragement wonld a believer
or to endure hardship or
privation in the cause of Chrijstif he did
not look forward to a glorioys resurree-
re not susigined in his
nflict by dnticipated
victory ? The apostle himself saysT “If
in this life only we have hope in Christ
we are of all men most miserable.”
Why it is the belief in ultinate success
which aniinates the heart and nerves
the arm of the pioneer settler as he en-
ties, undergoes
all the toils and overcomes all the ob-

ancunoceupiee

lief in ultinate success
cheers and encourage the student
lonely, silent, widnigat toil; it is
fin the final accomplithment of his
design which sustains the iiventor duy-
ong weeks and month of earnest
ght and repeated exjeriment; it
‘ulissue of his
ed and uphelq
e of Columbus wien assailed
by his mutinous crew; it isbeliaf in the
final triumph of Christianiy which in-
spires the missionary to wge his way
amid heathen darkness ana dolatry and
€ noble
cause which he has espased. And
so the Christian triumphs ¢er death by
anticipation; by faith he ses that king
of terrors and terror of khgs already
vanquished; he is cheered y the hope
set before him in the gospe which hope
he has as an anchor of tl» soul both
sure and steadfast enteriz into that
which is within the veil, ad the firm
and abiding persuasion of nal victory
provides him with g continuug supply of
stiength wiich is never ehausted till
faith endsin sight andhope Lenjoyment

This anticipation of vitory “takes
away the fear of death. e believer
knows that there 1s no unishment
awaiting him hereafter bu a glorious
reward, that Jesus has ataed for his
guilt and set him free fronthe penalvy
of a breken law. In Hebrels 2: 14 13
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it is wiitten: “Forasmuelihen us,they
children are partakers of fleh and blood |
kewise tok part of |
night |
destroy him that had the po'er of death,
that is, the devil, and deliy¢ them who
through fear of death were Iltheir life
time subject to bondage.” So that al-
though there may be a natral shrink-
ing of the flesh from contactyith death
and the cold dask and silen grave yet
the fears of the believer a» removed,
and in the case of the Chrisan martyrs
althongh death eame in t} most ter-
ersecutors
could invent yet the wertenabled to
welcome it as the dark ge through
which their ransomed spits entered
the light of eternal day. Tis now the
blessed privilege of true be:vers, hay-
ing the fear of death takelaway, ang
the peace of God whichpasseth all
uuderstanding keeping the hearts and
minds through Christ Jesuto sing.

“Death with his arrow; Layoon lay us

ow,
Safe iu our
blow

Savior we fhr not tre

Jesus hath hroken the bars ofithe tomb,
Joyfully, Jayfully we will go-home,”

But the believer not only triumphs
over death hy anticipation but alsq in
actual fact. "When death isnear hesays
with Paul: “Though the outward man
Eerish the inward man is renewed day

Y. day.” “For me to live is Christ and
to die is gain.,” “J have a degire to de-

art and to, be with Christ which is far

etter.” “I am now ready to be offered
and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, T have finish-
ed my course, I have kept the faith;
henceforth there is laid up up for me a
crown of righteousness whicg the Lord
the righteous judge shall give me at
that.day, and not to me only but unto
all them also that love His appearing.”
He looks not at the things which are
seen and temporal, but at the things
which are unseen and eternal; having
his treasure in heaven and his heart
there also, his feelings are beautifully
expressed by the poet:—

“Rise my soul and stretch

thy \\'illgs’
thy bette

I portion trace,
Rise from transitory things, towards
heaven thy native place;
and moon and stars decay, time
> shall soon this earth remove,
Kise my soul and haste away to seats
prepared above,

Rivers to the ocean run, nor stray in all
their course,
Fire ascending seeks
speed them to th
So the soul that’s born of God, pants to
view His glorious face,
Upward tends to Iis abode, torest in
His embrace,”
The pages of well atteste
biography and hist
“many deaths

Sun

the sun, both
i source;

d Christian
ory inform us that
of believers have heen
welcomed as the eall of the beloved to
the bride, as the grasping of the crown
and the wreathing of the laurel: falter-
ing tongues have eloquently discoursed
of Jesus’ love; trembling “hands have
firmly clasped the cross with exulting
joy; countenances overspread with the
pallor of death have been lighted up
with the radiance of heaven, and the
loftiest ascriptions of praise have been
uttered by voices already feeble and in-
distinet with approaching dissolution.
1n the valley of the shadow of death the
Holy Ghost has put the final and com-
pleting touches to the image of Christ,
the last remains of sin have seemed to
die out, and heaven itself tn have come
down to earth.” But this is not all,
The bodies of belieyers Belrig still unite
to Christ, do rest in their graves till the
resurrection, and at the resurrection be-
lievers being raised up in glory shall be
openly acknowledged and acquitted in
the day of judgmentand made perfectly
blessed in the full enjoying of  God to
all eternity.,

But why is it that what is such a
source of terror to others is made the
oceasion of joy and trinmph to the be
liever? Let us to some extent answer
this question by considering in the next
place why the believer thus trinwaphs.

‘When we see.the long line of railway
coaches travelling rapidly across the
country and even climbing the Rocky
Mountains we know that it 18 not be-
cause of any power of motion inherent |
in these coaches themse lves, or even in
the locomotive to whic! they are attach-
ed. but that it is because heat has been
applied and steam generated and utilized
that they thus trinmph over space and
distance and the power of gravity, so
when we see the children of God (as we
surely do, for God has had many wit-
nesses in past ages as well as now to the
power of the gospel of Jesus Christ to
support and console i the hour of death) |
triumphing ever the fear of death we
know that it is not because of anything
inherent in themselyes, but because of
the life and power of Christ their living
Head that they thus journey on in tri.
umph even through the valley of the
shadow of death, through the swellings
of Jordan, and reach the shores of Im-
manuel’s Land, the heavenly plains and
the celestial city upon which their hearts
are set; we know that it is because the
Divine life flows through their souls
that they are animated with heavenly
valor, and even when Death draws his
keen and glitlering sword stained with
the blood of ecountless millions and
severs soul and body with his stroke are
enabled to exclaim: “Rejoice not against
me, O mine enemy, when I fall 1 shall
arise, when I sit in darkness the Lord
shall be a light unto me.” Seeing by
the eye of faith Him who is invisible,
knowing that the eternal God 18 their
refuge, and underneath the everlastin
arms, and hearing Jesus who has abol-
ished death and brought life and im-
mortality to light through the gospel
saying: “Fear not, for I have redeemed
thee, I have called theg by thy name,
thou art mine,” they can bless God
and say not only withon any fear, hut
with ‘heavenly joy flling their souls:
“Lord now lettest Thou Thy servant de.
part in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,”
“yea though 1 walk through the valley
of the shadow of death 1 will feay no
evil, for Thou art with me, thy rod and
thy staff they comfort me.”

But 1 am sure we must all feel that
any inquiry into the cause of the be-
liever’s triumph over death and the
grave falls very short of tha ¢ hief point
of interest, an gives an uiterly imper-
fect aud inadequate view of 1t winch
does not recognize and set in the fore-
ground the. atonement of Christ, and
which does not placein apogition which
nothing else caa have even 416 rewot: st
claim to ovenpy, the 1emovs! of sin the
cause of death, Ly the obedieuce saffer.

ad |

| when death ecalls

ings and death in human nature of
God’s own eternal Son.. Eyen as, when
we look for the cause of death we find
it to be sin, for we are told,in Rom. 5:
12, “that by one man sin,entered into
the world and death by sin, and so death
Passed upon all men for that all have
sinned,” 50 when we look for the cause
of man’s triumph over death we find it
in the gracious and unquestionable fact
that Jesus Christ has put away sin by
the sacrifice of Himself, we find it in
the finished work, the perfeet righteous-
ness, the all-prevailing intercession and
power of the Lord Jesus Chrigg and in
these alone, “Christ is risen from the
dead and become the firstfrudts of them
that slept; forsince by man came death,
by man came also the resurrection of
the dead.”
God commanded Adam
not eat of the tree of the k
| good and evil, for in th
eatest thereof thou sl
Adam disobeyed God
ually that moment,
to temporal and eternal death. Thus
death entered our world through sin,
and as we see generation after genera-
tion of mankind for nearly six thousand
years go down into the grave, and look
at the myriads of church yards filled
with their grassy mounds and ask who
hath slain zll these ? The answer is sin.
But the divinely appointed Savior has
finished transgression and made an end
of sin, has yielded a perfect obedience to
God’s holy law and redeemed us from
the curse of the law being made a curse
for us, and thus by remoying sin the
cause of death has also removed death
in its spiritual and penal forms; for
those who believe in Him He has quick-
ened, and raised into newness of life,
evon those who were dead. in trespasses
and sins, and has changed temporal
death from an enemy iuto a friend,
made it His own- servant o earry out
His wise, good, and holy purposes, even
[ the messenger of peace which calls the
[soul to heaven.
And further tha
apostle w
Christ sha
enemie
dest,

“Thou shalt
nowledge of
€ day that thou
1alt surely die.”
and died spirit-
and became liable

n this, and what the
ould especially emphasize here,
ll reign until He has put all
s under His feet, and has fully
royed death, the last enemy.

“Those bodies that corrupted fell,
Shall incorrupted rise,

And mortal forms shall
Immortal in the skies,

for “Christ shall change our vi

that it may. be

zlorious body,

spring to life
>

le body
fashioned like unto i3
according to the working
whereby Ife is able even to-#ibdue all
things unto Himself.” “Far the Lord
Himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout with the voiee of the archangel,
and with, the trump of God, and the
dead in Christ shall rise first; then those
which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the
clouds %o meet the Lord in the air, and |
50 shall we ever be with the Lozd.” ‘

And now, if sin is the canse of death
and all our woe both hare 1d hereafter, I
and dying in our sins we shall have no
part in the first resurrection but shall
perish forever, and if Jesng has put ’
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, has |
taken away the sting of death by His|
own blood, and gained the ictory over
the grave, surely it isnot wise to delay
fora single moment to come to Jesus,
that His blood n cleanse us from all
sin, and His Spirit purity our hearts,
that we may hate sin and loye lmlinvss,]
and become more and more meet for the
inheritance of the saints in light so that
us away from this
world we may hear in it a voice saying:
“Come vp gher,” and may depart with
joy to be.forever with the Lord, and
looking forward to the glorious resurrec
tion moraing may exclaim in trium-
phant gladness: “) death, where is thy
8ling? O grave, where is thy victory »”

And let the thought that the dead in
Christ are net 1est but gone before, that
when their earthy house of this taber-
nacle was dissolved theyhad a building
of God, a honse not made with hands
eternal in {ne heavens, and that for
them to be absent from the body was to
be present with the Lord in fulness of
joy and pleasures for evermore, cheer
and comfort the bereaved; let them hear
a voice from heaven saying unto them:
“Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth; yea saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their
labors and their works do follow them.”

And oh, let us all listen to this voice
of God in His providence saying unto
us: “Prepare to meet thy God;” “Be ye
also ready for in such an hour as ye
think not the Son of Man cometh.”
What is your life? It is even a vapor
that appeareth for a litile time then
vanisheth away: “Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do 1t with thy might, for
there is no work, nor device, nor know-
ledge, nor wisdom in the grave whither
thou goest.”

It has pleased God in his all w
mysterious
brother,thel
from onr church fello\vshi{) by death,
We have good reason to be ieve that he
has gone from the chareh militant to
the church triumphant, $hat for him to
die was gain. During nearly fourteen
years he occupied a position of honor,
responsibility, and usefnlness in this
church as an elder, the duties of which
office he fulfilled with humility, earnest-
ness, and fidelity so far as his stute of
health permittedhim. At {ntervalsdu; . |
ing the last two years his sufferings. |
were more than ordinarily keen and op-
pressive, but he endured them in patient
submission to the will of God, and no,
words of muvminiog were heard from
his lips. Some two or three weeks Le-
fo.e his death ho said if it were the wilL!

providence to remove our
ate Mr. Alexander Mel

10bb,

ise and!

»

of God he would |
his pain. During one o
repeated the fifth hymn in the collectior
at the end of the P,
with:
“The hour of my departure’s come,
I hear the voice that calls me home:
At last, O Lord! let trouhle cease,
And let thy servant die-in peace,”

And he  especiall
third verse as settin

of his f :

2ith and hope:
“Not in mine innocence T trust,
I bow before Thee in the dust,
And thl‘o}lgh my Savior’s blood alone,
I laok for mercy at Thy throne.”

ike to be released from,
f my visits he

1

araphrases, beginning .

Y emphasized the
forth the ground..

Need we wonder then, that he had a

peaceful and trig

; mphant death, anc
that the light of h

1at the lig eaven shone arounc
him.in his Jast hours? Oh, let us all fol
low Christ, and be followers of thos
through faith and patience are now in
heriting the promises, and then whe;
we leave this scene of sorrow, sn
and death we shal] g0 home
ing happiness and peace
redeemed of the Lord who are before
| His throne anq serve Him ¢
'in His temple: “Wh
| more, neither thirst
| shall the sun light on ther
for the Laml which is in
the throne shall feed the
‘lvxul them. unto living
waters, and Gogd shal
tears from their eyes.”
somed of the Lord shall
come to Zion with song:
[ joy upon their heads,
tain joy and gladness,
sighing shall flee away

“Itis not dea
To leave t}

0 shall Kunger n

N norany heat

fountaing of
Iwipe away al
ulf
return

th to die,
1S weary road,
And ’mjdst the brotherhood or
To.be at home with God.
it is not death to close
The eye long dimmed with tears
And wake in glorious repose
nd eternal years,

1 high

To.spe

I't is not death to bear
The wrench that sets us free
From dungeon chain,
Of boundlegs liberty.
It is not death
Aside this s
And rise on g
To live

a

to fling
infal dust,
11'(;1);‘:. exulting wing,
among the just,
Jesus, Thou Prince of life!
Thy chosen cannot die,
Like Thee, they conquer in the sirife
To reign with Thee on high.”
May we

: ail thus conquer angd reizn,
with Jesus,

Amen,

From IManitoba,
o the Editor of Ty I
I)_m\n H;I:;~U:lu‘illg
quaintances in A
have been request
THe Deg,

Journalist b
bit of

i ¢ JEE,
friends and ae-
twood and vicinity I
ed to write a letter to
don’t pretend to be a
ut will endeavor to give -a
my experience in the “prairie
provinee,” THE Bgxg has made its ap-
pearance in Manitoba and we are great
ly pleased with it, | have been in Man-
itoba for the past three years, and have
Some experience with the much dreaded
winters, and although being much ex-
posed I have not suffered from
the effects of the cold. Your nose comes
in contact with Ja¢k Frost oceasic nally,
nevertheless, I prefer the Manitola
climate to to that of North Perth, We
wce shoes through our wet gag.
801§, we ¢o not haye any mud. The
snow falls on the dust in the fall, tl.en
it freezes all winter. I wear mocecagins
frora about Deec, Ist until the spring
opens, excepting when I g0 to churek.
There has not been much of a thaw so
far this winter, a few days mild. We
have had it 38 cold ag 50 below zero,
The Indians predict a good wheat year
for 1890. T have seen three grades of
crop: that of 1887 extra good, 1888 heavy
but 1889 light, frosted, and gopher-eaten.
We hear that it is reported in Outario
that we live on gophers; those who think
80 had better come and' see the ilesn
they produce, but we are thankful that
we haye something better, Unless tlie
Spring opens ¢ uly feed will be yery
scaree; however, one thing in our {ay or,
the prairie grass did not get burned last
fall, so that the catije can live as soon
as the snow 1s gohe  Hay and oats are
scarce; corn is being shipped frem the
States which is a great boon to those.
who have to buy feed. Ve are glad to
hear that Atwood is prospering and
business booming, We see Hartney
looming up in the distance, the . P,
have their road graded, and we exnpect
to see the iron horse steaming i
next summer. One store i
A prospecting party of the N,
passed through our neighborhcod and
report favorably., If you have any sur-
plus inhabitants in and aroung Atwood
there are two classes mueh needed here:
-goad, honest farmers to settle, and last,
but not least, niarriageable ladies to
make happy the bachelor homes, }
might write about churehes, schools,
&c., but I forbear at presens, &
Tam, yours &e.,

b

il e
Ll

R S TurNBULL,
Hartney, March q, 1890,

The number of hotel licenges girmnted
in Huron Co, last ve, was: I ¢t Ril-
ing, 26; West aud South Riding, 41
each ; atotul of 108, The number of
shop licenses was 1L. The number of
liotel liceuses issued in 1875 was i64, and
shop licenses 87. The fives collected
wele as follows :— jdaat Horoy, “50‘
kQuith Husou, 81 ; \.nql.luwn_, $110,
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