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bpen??ghting Much i;
Taste of Overseas Tﬂmps

Prefer It to Trench Work— Move-Individual Effort Pos-
sible—Little Stor ies ‘of Present

Day W arfare.

(By H. B. C. Pollard)

Interviews with wounded men:re-
cently back from France all go to
show that the German boast that the
British armies would be no use for
open fighting lis, to say the least of
it, extremely ill-founded.

In point of actual fact, men and
officers alike seem to prefer the
present phase of open warfare and
to welcome it, not only ‘as a change
from trench routine, but hecause of
the greater opportunities of individ-
ual fighting that.it eoffers. In the
words of an officer .of a Scottish regi-
ment: ‘‘All the old trench buginess
is finished with. We lay out in the
open country just as if we had halted
half way through some operation or
manoeuvre, That’'s one of the funni-
est things about it—a modern open
fighting ‘action is very like ordinary
peaceful manoeuvres, except for the
fact that people are a jolly sight
more careful about taking cover.”
We took udp a line running among
fields and a bit of wood and hedges,
which just covered a village in the
hollow that the Boche desired, but
whieh' he did not care to tackle until
he could get his guns up to cover
him, My wcompany held a front. of
about seven or eight hundred, yarads,
and as we had open ground on both
flanks, T set out our Lewis gunneérs
there t6 make the connection with
our neighbors.

Unreal Without Trenches

It feels quite queer being without
trenches at first, and all we dug was
just a little head cover for each man.
Going along the line meant crawling
on one’s hands and knees pretty well
the whole way, for the only form of
war with us w'vs sniping. The Ger-
mans sniped us and we sniped them,
but it was not mukch of a success for
them. We only lost about three ecasu-
alties a day out 'of the company, and
those slightly wounded.

I was there three days and during
that time we got to know a bit more
where we were and who was on our
flanks, and we asked 'to be allowed to
push the Boche out of a bit of farm
where he had made a machine gun
post. Finally we got permission to do
a company raid.

Decided on Raid

I had been out the night before,
and had made a hit of reconnals:am"e
of Fritz’s post, which lay about five
hundred yards away from us. We
talked it over and decided that a
small daylight raid would be as good
as a night one and more likely to be
successful, So about 11 o’clock in
the ‘morning thirty of our fellows
moving in five groups under the
scouts set out.. We made a powder
play with the Lewis gun on the flank
in ‘order to distract attention.

All that happened was that our
men stalked to the post without be-
mg spotted till they were on top of

The machine gun fired a few shots
befoxe it was rushed, and there were
about five Germans killed in the
melee. ‘The rest simply clinched their
hands iin. Next thing we knew there
was a solemn procession of Kama-
rade straight aeross no man’s land
in day light, our fellows carrying
in the gun. We only had two men
slightly wounded in the whole thing.

It was two days after that that we
tried a night raid, but I walked into
a burst of machine gun fire, so I
‘can’t tell you much about that.

Made Foraging Expedltion

Another man belonging to a Do-
minion contingent gave an entertain-
ing account of a foraging expedition.
”Oposute us was a bit of farm build-
ing,” he ssaid. ‘ Now neither we nor
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the Boche wanted it as a post, for a
wooden building like that is more of
a magnet for rifle bullets , than a
protection. Four years of war -has
taught both sides a bit, I reckon. Ou»
outpost lay quiet about a hundred
yards south of the farm, ‘and -the
Boche posts were a bit nearer on the
north side. One of our boys had been
up at dusk to get some water @ and
had prowled round a bit finding no*
thing useful. Just after daybreak an
old hen gives tongue and flutters
out -of the barn. ‘‘Boche in there”
—says I, raising my rifle. ‘“Eggs in
there, you blooming townie!” said
my pal. Don’t shoot, I am going’ up
to get it.” ‘“‘Right’’ said ‘I, making
for to go with him. ‘“You stop right
here,”” says he—‘“‘there’s. only one
egg signalled and ithat’s mine.””

“Well,. off he goss crawling
through the dew, and just as he gets
to the farin the hen starts clucking
agalin and flies out over the fence
clean in sight of the . ‘Germanse
““That will start them firing on the-
farm,” I thought to myself, when
two shots rang out in the farm it-
self. For a while nothing more
happened and I had . mede up my
mind that a Boghe sentry in thed
farm had got him, when out _he
comes again. When he reached us
he had a German steel helmét with"
him and six eggs in it. “The blighter
had come in by the back door and
robbed the nest before I got there,”
said he. “I got him all right though
——and here’s the' loot.” We' hoiled
them in the tea, but its the wrong,
season for eggzs there. - AlFthat lot
had been sat on.” '

The day’s work for the -advanced
patrols is little more than continual
observation and sniping. *Our! spe-
cialists, the bombers, signallers and.
all, were prettv well fed up with the
one month intensive musketrv course
thev had put us all through tast rest
perfod”—said “an infantry man—
but when it came teoithe real show
there was nothing to fouch . the
rifle for fighting. The first ten
days, we shot a bit wild, 'but When
we got.used to the néw warfare and
weren't exeited at actually geeing}
Germang, we fired half as many
cartrideges and killed twice as nany
men. Our officer was a crack shot.
and he crawled round to every man
in the Tine, 1aid down beside him,
tried out his rifle himself, set ‘the
sights right, gave him the ranges of
various points, anrd took him . in
hand just -as 4§f he was practising
on a range.

Tanght Men to Shoot,

Useful bit of work it was. too, for,
rifles get a bit knocked about and
don’t ‘always shoot according to
their. sights, .but. he -got. every one'
of the company propérly zeroeddnr- I ;
ing the day and the ‘men knew that
they had only to hold their rifles
straight to get a bulls eye every
time.”’

The new.open fighting seems to
the taste of the Australians, too.
“Suits our fellows heantifully.”” said
a wounded. officer.. ‘‘There is every
chanee of pulling off some little in-
dividual stunt sueh as rushing an
enemv post. We had geveral little
patrol “encounters, and Fritz scem-
ed to have little heéart ‘n  him:
Prisoners seemed real glad  to. be
taken, and did their best helping’
our own woundéd ‘baek. - Four of
them carried me in.and T eould not
have ‘got hetter bearers.’” 2

“Our fellows were keen as hlazes
on sniping, and it was ideal weather
for us, for ‘we ‘can ‘sYand heat that
takes:all the snap’ out of the Boche.
Being up 4n the line 4s a rveal rest
from being in reserve digeging all
day. and you ean take it from me
that it’s just the right kind of
game for the overseas.men. It’s the
kind of war that sun's us.” %
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Suggestions for Most Profitable Care

of .. Dairy . Cows . and . Calves—. |

August Ploughing and September
Cross ‘Ploughing Kills Grubs and
‘Worms In 0Old ‘Sed.
(Contributed by -Ontario Department of
AR e Dupay et @

URING ' the extremely  hot
weather, cows and calves fre-
quently suffer, Sométimes
needlessly, from: three things

—effects of high ‘temperature, Jack
of water, and ‘from torment by fites.

A great mistake was made in the
older parts of Ontario, when practi-
cally all the trees were cut down,
‘thus leaving no shade tor cattle and
otherlive stoek. When the late Prot.

Brown was in charge of ‘the On-{

tario Agricultural College farm -and |/
live stock, he planted small’ xroves
of trees on warious ] ‘of the Col-

lege farm,'dnd no'more pleasant sight,|
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herd 1ying in ‘the shade dmong these |
These groves |

trees on a hot day.
mihke‘the ficlds where located rather
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{farm, while it may not ‘be #dvisable |
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trees,

nem st certainly will ‘pay

them #h'as many places as possible,

swhere, they do not interfere with the §

Wworkifig of the land.

In the meantime, on dairy farms }’
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regular ‘ pasture field, sometimes af
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