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to none but that of the Governor and the Chief Justice, and places him.in relations of a delicate and
invidious nature withl almost every Laidholder and Merchant in New Brtnswick, yet hitherto it bas
been conducted by rules framed and varied at the pleasu'e of the Executive Government alone.
The responsibility of the Commissiotier of Crown Lands has been acknowledged as due only to the
K ing and to His Majesty's Officers, and the local Legislature has possessed only an occasional and im-
perfect acquaintance with the proceedings of his office. That they should have regarded witl suspi-
cion, and tlit the oflicer himseif should have been the victim of censures which werc really due not
Io himi but to the system lie hîad been appointed to administer these are results so natural and so
mucl to have been anticipated1, that the concern with whichî I regard them is unmixed witlh any surprise.

" I a:n not entitded to comment on the language in which, iii discharge of their public duty, a select
Commnittee of the Assenibly of New Brunswick have rdmarked upon the conduct of the Commissioner
of Ciown Lands. Yet, without any infringement of the respect due from me to that House, I may
perhaps venture to express rny conviction, that had they been in possession of the explanations which
Mr. Baillie lias addressed to me, they would have softened or perhaps have entirely discarded the
language in which their censure lias been expressed. Whenever a Conmittee shall be reappointed for
the saime object, Mr. Baillie will, I aîn convinced, perceive the necessity and propriety of yielding to
all their requisitions for accouats and otler informaLion, not merely a constrained obedience, but U
frank and rhteerfi comnpliance. If any dissatisfactioî lias been produced by a supposed wish on hi,
part to frustrate or embarrass their inquiries, it will be most effectually renmovcd b'y tle proofs which
L an pcrsuaded lie will afford of alacrity to meet and even to anticipate their wishes. Having in
truti no reason to dread, but every motive to court, inquiry into his public conduct, Mr. Baillie wil
best consult for his own welfare by repressing the sense of injury under which lie appears to labour,
and by zcalously co-operating with any Committee which nay bc appointed to pursue this investigation.

" On the other hand, whatever jealousy thc Conimittee of the last Session may have citertained of'
the Crown LanD Department will nifillibly bu dimiinisled, and as I trust, altogether remnoved by the
complete explanations w.'.hich wvill thus bc given, and by ic spirit iii which they will bC afforded.

" The revival of such distrusts hereafier will be obviated by the new and intimnate relation iii wh;licl
the Land Department will be brought vith the two Houses of local Legislature.

"I cannot quit this part of the subject without observing that the question raised rcspecting the
production of Mr. Baillie's vouchers scems to tme tu have been founded on an evident misapprehein-
sion. He supposed hait the House lt( a ii contemplietion permnaniently to deprive himi of' thecutody
of tlemî.-a construction wliich the micO o words oftie requisition mllay peCrhaps avejustified, iit whichi
the subsequenît report ofthe Committce ',atisfictorily repels. 'Flhcir object was onl1y to examntte an:d
not to detain the vouchers, and lad Mr. Baillie attended wuit liem before the Commnîittee, he would
have beei Iermittel to reniove theni ocr safe cuistodv to his ownî office wlienever tlcy wvere not in actual

If. Ie liad understood the Addreas of the He use in this sense, his objection vould not have beei
reasonable, and I an therefore well convinced would not have been made. Of course therefore it wili
not be repeated.

" It only remains for me to declare ny conitctionî, that the Assembly of New Brunswick canno
iîate entertaincd thxe design wlich Mr. Baill attributes to tii, of denying tie fui benefit of th;
a.uîîdi th tl:roughiîi whiclh his accounts have ah·cady passed, and of the acquittances whici lie lias alread
received.

S'l'o whatever extent the House of Coimots may be botund by the decisions of the Lords of dit
Trensiry, founîdud on the reports of the Auditors of public accounts, in rcference to the Revenues of
this country, te the sanie extent the Assembly of New Brunswick will doubtless acktiowledge itself
to be bound by simtîilar decisions, founded on similar Rcports, in reference to the receipt ind expenli-
ture of the Land Revenue of the Province as formeri adninistered. To that extent Mr. Baillie h;;-
the most decided claimi on His Majesty's Government flor protection and support, because if t!u
former systen of audit was imperfect or unsatisfactory, the responsibility rests not withi him, hm:
witlh thein.

' Yo will commtuniecte a copy of this Despatch to Mr. Biillie.
I have tie hlonor, &c.

(Signed) G L E NELG.
maljom Gnceral SiriouN HARvE6Y,

&c. &c. &c.
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" t CONSIDER it so important ti2t the good feeling wlbich I trust vill be tieresult of the propos(-d
financial arrangement with the House of Assembly of New Brunswick, should ni be exposcd

to any chance of interruption, that I canrit help again addrcssing vou on the subject of my Despatit
of the 4th instant, No. 11. I wish toirmpress upon you, ·and I request yout to impress upon the offi-
cers under you, hiow raterial it is tiat there should be no difficulty or delay in commuîtinicanting to tith
House of Assenbly all the information whici they may desire respectitng financial affhirs. The re-
peated directions to tliis eflect ; whichi have issued from.my predecessors in this oflice, scem to have
been nisunderstocd, or no'andetstood in their .proper force. Lam therefore induced to requet thia:
you will convev to the officers kotîcerned, my désiré' that they '%wi11 furni3h the • Assemblv no- oliy.

with


