Province, and by reasons I' will hereafter'détail, I am irresistibly led to the conclu-
sionthat the financial interests of the Country are likely to be injuriously affetted by
individuals engaged in the actual ¢ollection and management of the Public Revenue,
~ to so large an amount as both the;Collector of Excise for the Halifax District, and
the T'reasurer must necessarily be, holding seats in the Assembly ;: and this willbe
the case to a yet greater extent if the term of their keeping. their .offices is to de-
pend, nét only on their having seats in the Assembly, but. on their belonging.to a
party having the majority in that body, and therefore the establishment in thig Pro.,
vince of a system of Government to be canried on through: Heads of Departments
must, if adopted, be attended by the creation of other officers than those now exist-
ing in the Colony, and never can in my opinion be brought into.successful .opera-
tion until the population of the Country are willing that they :should both be creat-
ed and adequately paid. R e L e R e e B
With reference to the person holding the appointment of Treasurer, it-cannot be
anticipated from the constitution of Society here,- the: nature- of the .office or the
emoluments attached to it, that the gentleman filling it should. be an individual pos-
- sessed of much wealth, and as his continuance in place and prospects.in- life would -
depend on his retutn to'the Assembly every four years, and: the : continued aseen-
dancy of his party there, the strong temptation to:which sueh an individual would
be exposed to expend large sums of money beyond what bis -extremely limited in-
come would warrant in contested elections, and other means of supporting - the in- .
fluence of the party, on the duration of whose power his bread depended, isitoo ob-
~ vious to need exposition ; while on the other hand his weight with his colleaguesat .
the Council Board at which he would necessarily hold a seat, and ‘his' influence ‘in
the Assembly through his party there, would materially: tend to check that vigilant
supervision to which every Public Accountant should be subject, both on the.part .of
the Executive Government and of the Legislature.. This your Lordship will readi-
ly perceive would be especially the case were the appointment held by a Member of
Parliament whose talents rendered him eminently useful to his ‘party,.-who might
therefore be disposed to palliate or altogether overlook official misconduct which:
even the head of the Government would be powerless toremedy.: . .o
The practical necessity for excluding from the House .of ‘Assembly -and. Execu-
tive Council all persons employed in any manner in the direct collection of the pub-
lic money, has been so strongly felt in Canada, that a Law to that effect was passed
there a few years since. - ‘ , e
 After deliberately weighing these circumstances, T hdveitin contemplation; unless
such a course should meet your Lordship’s disapproval, to give the office of 'Trea-
surer to some gentleman not belonging to'the Asssmbly, with the understanding that
‘he shall not enter the Provincial Parliament without the.special sanction: of Her
‘Majesty, or, should 1 find it expedient to select any one now in the House, with-the
understanding that on his seat being vacated; (as according to Law it would be by
his acceptance of the appointment,) he should not again become a candidate for the!
suffrages of a popular constituency, . .- e e e B
Mr. Wallace is the son of the late Treasurer, who more .than -once acted. for:'a
considerable period as President of the Province, during the:absence:ofthe Lieuten--
~ ant Governor for the time being. His son had hitherto borne an irreproachable
character, and his connexions and friends are among the most respectable inhabi-
tants of the Colony. The discovery of his delinquencies has therefore given me
more than ordinary concern, and has naturally excited a great sensation inthe.com-
~Inunity. ‘ , o G e :
. This unhappy occurrence has unexpectedly compelled me to bring under your
Lordship’s notice the various considerations  that present themselves in. connexion
with the necessity which has arisen forssupplying the vacancy so unfortunately crea-
ted, and the exigencies of the public setvice require that ¥ should solicit your edrly
Instructions on the subject. Y have, &e., =~ . -
o (Signed) FALKLAND.
‘ Provincial
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Lorp StaNLEY, &c., &c., &c.



