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Amendments sent up by the House of Assembly.
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which said persons have with the knowledge, appro-

bation and encouragement, and. in many cases, in
consequence of the invitation of His Majesty’s go-
vernment. come mnto, settled and been received i mto
this province,

and been treated and considered as natural born
British subjects to all intents constructions and pur-
poses whatsoever, not ouly entitled to all the

rights privileges and immunities. but also subject to

~all the duties. obligations. and responsibilities of

‘natural born British subJecta.

-delude.

REMARKS.
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these two descriptions of persons, and for thesc only,
is an act of naturalization absolutely necessary. '

These assertions have been proved to be totally
unwarranted by facts; no document can he produ-
ced in their support, but many to centradict them.
It has, indeed, been fully shiewn that no encourage-
ment or inducement. was ever held out by the colo-
nial government to persons from the United States,
other than Loyalists, to become settlers. There
was indeed no power to prevent them from coming
in during peace, but they came as foreigners and
settled at their own peril.

It has been already shewn that no pledge was ever
"wcn, bat it ought to be admitted that persons com-
g {rom the Umted States. have been mdulged tn all
thc prmlegcq and rights of British subjects; and so
far 15 it from being the wish of His Majesty’s Go-
vernment to circumseribe this indulgence, that the
moment it is found to be conlx.uy to law, the
King graciously offers to make them legal: and
the grace appears to have been vurlually refused.
So th.xt in as far as the sentiments of the persons
settled i the province, included in the 4th and 5th
cl.isbes, can be ascertained through their repre-
sentatives, they are disposed not o nly to continue
aliens, but to assume a wnovel attitude in respect
to the government under whose laws and protec’
tion they are living.

Now it should be remembered, that possession by
connivance or indulgence, cannot make that legal
which 13 not so.

When such persons are said to be entitled, it must
be from some legal qualification, but we have al-

‘ready scen that there are ouly two British statutes

that have ever been appiied to the subject.

The Ist. viz;—13 Geo. 2. Chap. 7. is cort.mﬂy
available to ull American protestunt citizens born
since 1783, who have comme into the province and
complied with its provisions; and if they have not
complied, they may still do so, and thns entille
themselves to all the rights and privileges of Bri-
tish subjects within the proviuce; but so long as
they refuse to qualify, they are aliens ; and qlthouwh
neither the eoloniul government nor their nm«rhbours
Liave restrained them in the exercise of the civil rights
of subjects. every vote they give isillegal.  The con-
ditions required are, however, so delicate and e eusy,
that to stund out evinces a non-conforming disposi-
tion to law and authority.

"The second British statute, 30th Geo. TIL. clnp
27, wust be cousidered in conuexion with the for-
mer. and, in that view, it coufers a benefit on those
subJ(*cts of the United states whe came into ‘the
province and cowplied with its provisions; but, hkc

“the 13th Geo. 1L, cap. 7, it proceeds upon the prin-

ciple that the persous to whom itis :lppll(‘dm( are
aliens, and to none else can it refer. 'l'o such it
allows a certain amount of goods to come in duty
free. and from calling them seulvrs, and pwvontn.g
them from selling their negroes, bousehold furniture,
and utensils of husb’mdly during the space of one
year. Itadmits them to become metcra or eettlers,
from which it is no constrained “iuference that they,
might become posscssors of landed: property, after *
taking the oath of allegiauce: buttoassert that this =
law confers all the sdvantages of naturalization is to
Fiad it conferred the privileges of British -
suluects. it would have clearly expressed them, but,
it evidently leaves the law on'these particulars asit .
stood upon the former unrcpealcd %atuw of the 1 i‘h o
Gco. It : o




