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passed by Congress to reinforce by compulsion the
Northern army during the American Civil War, when
voluntaryism had failed, said:—‘Men can be had only
voluntarily or involuntarily. We have ceased to obtain
them voluntarily, and to obtain them involuntarily is
the draft—the conscription.

The Turning-Point.

“The compulsory draft was the turning point in the
great Civil War. It proved to the South and to the world
that the Northern States were determined to conquer.
Lincoln’s belief in his fellow-countrymen was justified. .

‘“As it was in the Northern States in Lincoln’s time,
so it is with us to-day. Like them, we fight in the cause
of liberty. Voluntaryism has failed us as it failed them.
And we, like them—unless we confess ourselves de-
generate—must tread the path they trod, along which
they strode resistlessly to victory.

Voluntaryism and the Government Proposals.

““The proposals of the Government do not destroy
voluntaryism—rather do they stimulate it to nobler
effort. If it prove itself worthy, then the need for
compulsion ceases. But we must get the men. Aus-
tralia must play her part in this great struggle. The
proposals of the Government ensure this.

The Call to Duty.

“Fellow-citizens, your kinsmen and your Allies across
the sea look to you to do your duty. Your comrades in
the Australian armies whose glorious valour has covered
the name of Australia with undying lustre, call to you
to come and stand by their side. Were Australia to fail
on October 28th, Democracy and Labor would have failed.
But Australia must not fail. In the name of Australian
Democracy, I adjure every man and woman in the
Commonwealth to vote ‘“YES.””

Both Political Parties United.

Considerable surprise was expressed by the
Leaders of the Opposition party both in the House of
Representatives and Senate and by leading news-
papers at Premier Hughes’ referendum on con-
scription instead of direct conseription but all
stated publically that they would give his policy
of a referendum their hearty support.

The referendum campaign was launched and
Premier Hughes and his consecriptionist followers
held meetings in every city, town and village in
Australia. The anti-conscriptionists were also busy
holding meetings and were enthusiastically received.

The referendum was to be taken on the following
question:

The Referendum Question.

‘“‘Are you in favor of the Government
having, in this grave emergency, the same
compulsory powers over citizens in regard
to requiring their military service, for the
term of the War, outside the Common-
wealth as it now has in regard to military
service within the Commonwealth?’’

Conscription Slogan.

The slogans of the conscriptionist party were
many, and striking.

‘““Vote:
““Yes, for Australia.
“No, for the Kaiser,”’
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‘““Australia wants Yes.
“The Kaiser wants No.”

Still another was:
“Vote:
“Yes, and succor the Anzacs.
“No, and abandon them.”
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