—
O i

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY

and fellowship of that meeting thrill-
ed me as | had never been thrilled
hefore. © The whole atmosphere of
that meeting seemed so charged with
truth, and right, and honesty of pur-
pose, that 1 remember saving to my
wife: "1t 1s good for us to be here.’’

Before the meeting was over the
thought that was uppermost in my
mind was this: If well-edueated.
level-headed business and profession-
al men all over this North American
continent are banding together under
the name Kiwanis, for no selfish rea-
son, but for the express purpose of
putting into action in their daily
lives the aims and objects 1 had just
heard outhined, they would accomp-
lish more for humanity, for praectical
(‘hristianity, and for world peace,
than any other organization 1 knew
or had ever heard of.

Knowing personally, as 1 did.
many of the members present on
that occasion, and having no reason
to doubt their absolute sincerity, 1
had no hesitation in answering Yes
when asked if 1 would like to join
the Club.

Have I ever regretted becoming a
Kiwanian? Absolutely no.

Kiwanis, what is it, 1 don’t really
know,

But it alwayvs reminds me wherever
I go

To treat all my pals in this world-
wide school,

By the standard set forth in the old
Golden Rule.

D. A.
CHALMERS

Before noting what led him to be-
come a Kiwan'an, the writer cannot
refrain from sayving that it was a
surprise to find that some of the
selected Kiwanians asked by letter
to reply to the question of “*How

and Why } Became a Kiwanian,”
seemed to have diffieulty in doing
so. Just as it may fairly be assum-
ed that every one should be able to

give ‘‘a reason for the faith that is
in him, " so also should one be able
to give a reason for any such action.
Even those of us continually beset
by intellectual questionings affect-
ing Christianity, may justify com-
mitment to connection with some

Chureh on the ground of “*It is the

Highest T know.”"

When the Rotary Club was being
formed in Vancouver, the writer was
asked if he would join such an or-

ganization.  From the information
given him he inferred that, whatever
Rotary’s social service aspirations
and membership privileges, it was
likely to he looked upon as some-
thing of an **Exelusive” elub; and
as 1t was an innovation from the
United States, he hesitated to com-
mit himself.  Wisely or otherwise-
Iy, he bFad cherished the idea that
no organization so much as that One
—The Church—supposed to bhe the
special exponent of the Golden Rule,
should bring people into social and
friendly contact: How far that idea
comes to he qualfied 1s another
story.

When Organizer Al. Struthers, to-
wards the end of 1918, called upon
the writer and invited him to be-
come a (‘harter Member of another
“Service (lub™ with the peculiar
name of “‘Kiwanis,”” he again hesi-
tated; for he gathered that it was
““another of the same,”” only going
one better than Rotary by being
open to practise ‘‘two are better
thanm one’’ so far as its classifica-
tions were concerned—as Kiwanis
may have TWO members from each
business or profession.

The speaker at the first luncheon,
however, told a story of how, in
another city, Kiwanians had taken
action to make ‘' plugging’ at an
election practically impossible.  So,
influenced by certain  alleczations
affecting the purity of elections in
this part of the Empire, the writer
decided that if' this new club was
to be active in *‘community service,”’
of that and similar kinds, he would
join it, at least experimentally.

The experimental experience has
continued seven vears, Candour con-
strains one to add that in most of
that time crowding duties and per-
sonal pre-dispositions alike have
tended to place him among the back-
ward-in-coming-forward  or more
passive than active members.  On
the other hand. while one has observ-
ed and experienced much to com-
mend in the Club—especially in re-
lation to mental recreation and good
fellowship—he must confess that the
main thinge that seems to him today
to justifv the continued separate
existence of Kiwanis as a Nocial Or-
ganization 1s—not the numerous
“‘talks.”” of which some of us may
think we have more than erough in
proportion to action, and time for
action :—not the local or other pub-
licitv. of which we have recently
had an outstanding exaniple in the
North West Distriet Conference held
in Vancouver: not the vim and vig-
our or fun and frivelity of lunch-

con-time sing-songs.—useful as these
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may be as an interlude and rehief
mid the bustle and tension of mod-
ern busness life:—not the Club’s
Stanley Park **Rose 1,,10('.' or Paci-
fic Highway **Tree-planting’’ work;
-not even such work as the inter-
nationallv-arranged sHarding Mem-
orial in Stanley Park, Vancouver,
however worthy all these may be in
their way:—but rather the PRAC-
TICAL INTEREST the Club’s mem-
bership is exercising IN THE **UN-
DER PRIVILEGED CHILD" move-

ment,

An
Unsolicited
Contribution

(Given for insertion in this
issue)

Why should not every Kiwan-
ian and <Community Service
Clubman in British Columbia
and Western Canada help to ex-
‘end the usefulness of “The
British Columbia Monthly”

By reading it and interesting
their friends in it?

By advertising their business
in its pages?

And by occasionally contrib-
uting articles bearing on the
life and development of this
World-centre City of Vancou-
ver, and Second-to-none Pro-
vince?

For Fifteen years the Brit-
ish Columbia Monthly has
weathered the storms and stress
of financial depression, war con-
ditions, and war’s woeful after-
math, printers’ strike set-backs,
and the ups and downs of polit-
ical life, without pandering to
any party.

Surely there is something
that is vital in its service!

If it does not altogether ap-
peal to you now, why not iden-
tify yourself with its work—as
a regular subscriber or business
advertiser—and do your part to
make the “British Columbia
Monthly” the best-known and
most widely read magazine of
its kind in this Western Pacific
Province of Canada and the
Empire?

To all of which the Editor
need sav no more than “Thank
yvou' and “Amen!”




