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Fr'HE WESLEYAN.

anyone proposed to abolish the class-meetings ; the
question was only as to whether attendance upon
themn should be a compulsory condition of mem-
bership. He held that it should not. The ques-
tion had already been opened up in England and the
United States, and he thought the discussion had
shown that the strength of Christianity was against
compulsory attendance, He knew of many most
exc_cllent Christiaas who could not, by any means
be induced to enter class-meetings Many distin-
guished Christians would come to them fiom the
Church of England, and particularly from the Pres-
byterian Church, where it not for the class-meeting
difficulty. Why should most estimable people, who
were manifestly members of Christ’s Kingdom, be
excluded from our membership because of this ob-
jeciion. He would therefore, expunge the regula-
tion on the 21st page of the Discipline, requiring
attendance upon these meetings.

Rev. Joseph Hart was not in favor of continuing
the class-meeting as a condition of membership. It
was assumed that those who took this position were
opposed to class-meetings. He disclaimed any
such feelings, for no one could more highly prize
the class-ineetings as a means of grace. It was de-
lighttul to commune with each other in the class-
meetings, and in its own inherent utility as a means
of grace was the priacipal ground upon which he
supported the class-meetings,  Did the Diviue
head of the Church make attendance upon them a
condition of membership of the church ¥ No oue
could could, and no one had maintained such a po-
sition.  We should take away as faras possible, all

of the church. We should consider each one's
idiosyncrasies and temperament in relation to this
question,

and an abondonment . of sin. Hedare not take the

responsibility of excluding from membership any |

- BIBLE LESSONS.

soul who desired to come in. It was said that the
communiou of saints was only to be found in these
meetings, but was not that communion also to be
found at prayer-meetings and at the Lord’s table *
No one had proposed to abolish the class-meetings.

tev. Mr. Dewart said this question was stirring
the hearts of all Methodists in all parts of the world
and there was a remarkable drift in the direction
of abolishing compulsory attendance. Twenty-four
yaars azo an old minister had told Lim that the

time would come when the Methodist Church would |

think diflerently on this subject than it did then.
Mr. Wesley never laid it down that attendance at
class-inectings was a condition of membership.
thought some speakers had unduly exalted these
meetings as a means of grace above all otuers. He
thought on the whole the teeing was hardly ripe for
a settlement of this question. by the present Con-
ference. There were only two alternatives before
them : either the abolition of the test, or the for-
mation of a second class of membership. The ten-
dency of the times was evidently towards an aban-
donment of the test. At the same time he feared
the adoption of Mr. Bland’s amendment would
prove a shock to most people, and lead them to look
with distrust upon the other acts of the Conference.
His final opinion was this, we should for the pre-
sent endeavor to stir up the people to a more regu-
lar attendance upon the class-ineetings,

Rev, Ryckmaun was in favor of retaining the class-
“meeting as a test of membership. He had been as-
tonished at 1he prevalence in this Conference of an
idea in favor of relaxing our tests, and he was per-

represent the seutiments of the Methodist people
throughout the Church. We had been asked to
regard the idiosyncrasies and prejudices of individ-
uals.  3ut these pérsons were the exceptions, and
changing our discipline and practice of a century

for the benefit of these people would be to open the |

door to persons whom we did not want in the
Church. It had been said that some of our young
people strayed away from us and went into other

churclies, particularly the young people of our !

wealthier members. But from what quarter did
these statements come? Almost entirely from
Montreal and Toronto and the large towns and
cities, from the ve y places where the church was
most in danger from contact with the world. The
sons, it was said, became iufidels, and the daugh-
tors becaute Ritualists, and we were told that in ore
der to help these persons we must open our doors
wider. But would not these porsens do us more
harm than good ? Our religion would become
broader, but 1t would also become shallower. It
had been said that we lost a great many members
by our class-meetings Doubtless we lost many,
but did we not gain a great many ton *  He believ-
ed we gained far more than we lost by means of
these meetings. It bad been said there was no Di-
vine warrant for class-meeti was there not
as much warrant for them as for Sunday schools,
for prayer-inec s and tor the temperance test,
It wis imposs o apply the temperance test in
citics and to exclude every who tipples, yet
who would say that we should abolish the test ?
The result of adopting Mr. Bland’s amendment
would be that it woull zo abroad over the country
that the young convert not attend the class-
meeting unless he liked.

Rev. Mr. Graham was not brought up in the
Methodist Church, but when he entered a
mecting he became cenverted.  His experieuce was
that the classsiceeting was remarkably well adapted
to theattainment of what the Bible reequired,
When Wesley e-tablished the Methodist Episcopal
Church in the U. States he put classemeetings as a
test of membership ; no one could deny that.  The
real difficulty seemed to him to be that if this rale

ogs, but

(']Z!\\'

were in all cases rigidly applied, it would exclude !

some persens who were Christians. But that was
not a sufficient reason to abolish a rule which had
proved its excellence. The question was, Is the
rule wrong or the man wrong ? He was in favour
of retaining the rule as affording them something
solid to stand upon in the midst of a geueral shak-
ing. The question had vot been pioperly brought
before the Methodist people, and this Conference
should pause before it enacted such aradical change
in all our practice and traditions. It was no reason
‘or the repeal of any law, whether ia Churh or
State, that the poople disobeyed it, and he should
vote for the report of the committee and retain the
law.

2ev. Dr. Sanderson regretted thet the discussion
ome u)'.

had

he regretted that so many had asked the Confer-
erce to take a step which would only have for an
ultimate result to destroy the class-meeting alto-
gether.

arguea elequently for the retention of the class.
meeting test, but he could have no confidencein the
man who said * Woodman spare that tree,” and
who at the same time lifted his axe to cut it down.
(No, no and Yes yes.)
odist Chiurch to-day
meetings ¥ Where would be our couverts young
and old but for this means of grace? It had been
said that the class-meeting test cxcluded some ex-
cellent men. There might be some such men who,
not possessing the life of God in the heart, were
anxious to become members of the church to fill
official positions. But were we to break down our
walls for these ? He did not think thése men would
be of much use in the prayer-meetings.
might go to church one evening, but they would go
to duanees the next evening.

but what kind of camp-meetings were they ? There
was plenty of boating and plenty of fishing at such
camp meetings, but precious few conversions. That
was an unfortunate illustration of the brother who
had spoken in favor of adapting the class-meetings
to the times.

Rev. Dr. Rice was thavkful to God for E. B. Ryc-
man, who had spoken such noble words for ibe
truth. We were asked to legislate for people who
are not members of the Church, and not for mem-
bers who are already in the Church, regarding the
terms of their membership., He wastwo years in
the Church before he be-ame converted, and he
only found the light after he began to u{tend the
class-meetings. The result of Mr. Bland’s resolu-
tion, while abolising the class-meeting test, would
institute several other tests, the violation of any one
of which would turn a man out of Church, and the
man who neglected family prayer he would be turn-
ed out of the: church ; if he neglected the Lorft’s
table he would be turned out of the Church. He
maintained that Jobn Wesley had established the

: : | adjourned.
buman obstacles to *he entry of souls into the tolds | Je d

The first and only condition we should
. . . . . |
require was a simple and sincere turning to Christ

He |

| Son of man on earth!
| highly honored those who shall sit down |
| with bim forever in eaven!”
The speuaker supposed that the king- |

from God.
only pleasure.
' mands immediate activn.
' taste the pleasures of the feast unless taey
He was delighted to see that every- |
one who had spoken on this subject on either side |
had expressed their love for the class-meeting, but |

He could have some confidience in the man |
who said, “ Woodman spare that tree,” and who | :
| received from those who bad been ‘‘ the
| chosen people.”’ Individuals accepted the
| invitation, but as a race they re¢jected

Where wonld be the Meth- | their own long-promlscd Messiah.

were it not for the class- | | ¢
| excuse we discern one mind and one heart.

Invited to a feast, where |
| there is every promise of pleasure, a cor- |

| To make excuse.

They | ghows an unwilling beart.

We had been told |
that camp-meetings had been adapted to the times ; |

class-meeting test, and that it had bee rce!
by the Methodist world. We might ';;::i:;:ttf)(p:(l;%
Church thousands more than we dc, but if we do
not get them to heaven what is gained by it ? The
object of the Church is not to increase its member-
ship but to increase the number of Christians John
Wesley was tbe_zreatcst Christian the world has
seen since the first ages of Christianity and we
should not esteem lightly what he had e.~iab1isht*<1.

Rev. Dr, Potts valued class-mee
but he had found difficultiee in
rule, Like other ministers, where these difficulties
arose, he ignored the test. In reference to Mr. Ryec.
man’s remark he dcnied that less spirituality exist.
ed in the country than in the city. The reverse ‘he
had found to be the case, It was the pu!bit of
Methodism which attracted ninety-nine out of eve-
rv hundred of the members into the church and not
the class.-meetings. He was opposed to requiring
every convert to speak in these meetings. In three-
fourths of the class-mcetings of the country
brethren would go and look into the face of nc;vsZ
converts and say, *‘ Come, you must get up and
say something.” A Christian gentleman had told
him that while in the class-meeting he had felt so
nervous as he felt his own turn to speak approach-
ing, as he knew every one expected him to speak
and his feelings became so painful that he discon.
tinued his attendance at the meetings. He desired
to sce these meetings assume a more spiritual and
voluntary character.

It being now half-past five o’clock tle Con ference

tings very highly
administering this

(Conclusion on fourth page.)
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or, The call Refused.
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Luke

EXPLANATORY.

Verse 15. Them that sat at mcat. From
the preceding verses, and the drift of this
parable, it way be inferred that the cow-
pany at the feast was largely composed of
rich Jews belonging to the Pharisaic
party. Sat at meat. * Reclined,” would
more nearly express the position of the
guests.
arranged around three sides of a square,
the remaining side being lert open for

|
a descending scale in the manner of the

excuse. The first pleads his necessity ;
the second states his purpose ; the third
declines to come.

19, 20. I have bought. I§ the first 1s too
full of pride in his possession to Leed
Christ’s call, the second is too full of life’s
business. 8. * The one already rich bas
no desire for salvation, and the one seek-
ing to be rich bas no time for it.” I go
to prove them. It was right to prove his
oxen, but wrong to let his oxen carry
away his privilege of salvation. 9.
*“ Things lawful in themselves, wnen the
heart 1s too much set upon them, prove
fatal binderances in religion.”—M. Hen-
ry. Married a wife.

10. * How often eartbly affections stand
in the way of heavenly enjoyments.”
Cannot come. It is not customary for wo-

men in the Orient to accompany their |
husbands to public places or parties. But
though a newly married wife was a suffi- |
cient excuse from war, (Deut. 24, 5)it |
could scarcely be offered as o reason ab- |

sence from supper.

21, 22. showed his lord. The servant
bears the message of his master to men,
and the answer of wen back to his mas-
ter. 11. “ So God’s embas=adors may go
to God with their gratitude over souls
won, and their sorrow over hearts harden-
ed.” Being angry. Can God be angry ?
Yes, but with a just and righteous, not a
passionate, indignation. His is the wrath

The hinderance of
sensual pleasure and worldly association. |
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against sin, while he feels love toward he |

sinner. Go out quickly. Tbe feast must

| be enjoyed at once, if at all ; now is the

| accepted t.me, not tc-morrow.

11. « He

| that works for God must be in haste.”

| Christian CLurch
| came from the middle and lower classes

The tables in ancient feasts were |

| It i3 done.

the access of the servants with the viands. |

Outside of the table couches were placed
endwise toward them, on which the guests
reclined, each leaning on hi- left side, and

taking the food from the table with his |
| right hand.

suaded that on this question the Conterence did |

With him. 1. * How honor-
ed the guests who sat at supper with the
How much more

he.
dom of God would commence with a great
feast, to which none but the chosen pec-
ple would be invited. He was unconscious
that the Bread of Life was before him,
and the kingdom already begun.

16. Unto him. Chbrist would teach the
guest that those who possessed that privi-
lege which he bad just-called * blessed ”

quently lose 1it. A4 certain man. " There is
a similarity between this parable and that
of Matt. 22, * The murriage of the king’'s

son,” but they are unlike in important

particulars, and belong to different peri-

ods of Christ’s ministry. A gieat supper.
The feast represents the blessings ot the
gospel dispensation. 2. * God’s grace 1s
a supper of the richest fure, the fullesten
joywent and the noblest companionship.”
Bade many. T'uis refers to the invitation
extended to the Jewish people, to whom
the gospel was first preactned ; but. as in
most of the parables, there 1s a secondary
weaning, which applies to all who hear
ths call of Chuist.

17. Sent his servant. Every bearer of
the gospel invitation to his rellow-men,
whethee preacher, lay-worker, or Suuday
School teacher, is represented by the
vant. 3. * What bonor God places upon
men in making thew bis heralds of the
glad tidings!” At suppeir-time. It is
customary among Orientals o send an in-
vitaticn to the teast in advance, and tuen
at the hour when the supper is reaay dis-
patch a servant with a fresh summons to
the invited guests. To them that weie bid-
den. As the sccond message is sent only
to those who had previously accepted the
invitation, they would bhave no right to
plead other engagements as an excuse for
absence. Come. The call to the gospel
feast is, 1. Authoritative, since it cowes
2 Joyful, since it promises

3. Urgent, since it de-

ser-

tcome.” All things are now ready. The
Gospel comes at the fulness of time, when
the world bas been placed in complete pre-

| paration for it.

18. They all. A picture of the treatment
which tte Gospel in the presence of Christ

One

c.nsent. Under all the varied forms of

Blessed 1s |

Streets and lanes, To the Jews this meant
that as their leaders bad rejected Jesus,
be kad turned to the masses, the publi-
cans and the sinners. The apostles, most
of the disciples then, and nearly all the
in Judea aftcrward,

of society. So ever since, not many wise,
not many mighty, have been in the ranks
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of the earnest followers, but many of the |

lowly and the poor,
halt, ond the blind.
fects in character can have them supplied

The maimed, and the |
Those who bave de- |

k. WOODBURN. (dec.

by him who summons them to his feast. |

plaint of the strange command, but in-
stantly and unquestionably obey it.

These servants make no com- |

13, |

‘“ Happy are those workers for Christ who |

their master !”  Yet there is room.

| are conscious of having faithfully obeyed |
God’s |

provision of grace is vast as the needs of |

wen.  While there is one soul hungry,

| there is room remaining.

23, 24. Highways and hedges.

In the |

East there are multitudes of homeless beg- |
gars, who shelter themselves from the sun 1
by day and trom the dews by night under |

trees and bushes outsidegthe cities.

represent, in"the parabl @ Gentile na-

tions who were called after the Jews, yet |

' far more readily accepted the word of hife.

. did not appreciate 1t, and would conse-

While the twelve apostles in Jerusalem |

accomplished but lhttle, Paul won thou-
sunds among the Gentile nations of Asia
and Greece.
not exercise other thak moral compulsion.
He could urge, persuade, exhort, but he
could not forece. 14, ¢, The ultimate de-
cision of cvery soul rests with itsclf-"
There was no persuasion offered to those
who bad already excused themsclves, be-
cause they showed no interest ; but these
who wmight plead excuses of unfitness, and
wart preparation for the royul feast,
are urged and hesought to come. ~ That
my howse may be full. 14 *“ theve ave no
vacant thrones in beaven, and there will
be no empty ssuts at the Lamb’s banquet.’

of

Noune of those. In the end, God deals with |
men as they in their bearts deal with bim. |
Every soul has the solemn responsibility |

of choice, and even the Most High ahides

by 1ts dectsion.,
that

B

Uy

Blessed is be

kingdom

GoLDEN TEXr:
shall ent bread m the
Luke 14, 15.

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION :
agency of man.

The next lesson is Luke 15, 11-24.

ot

KILLER. :
for the Colic, and to the adult for Rheu-
matism. There is scarcely a disease to

which it may not be beneficially applied. !

It contains mo deletrious drug, but may
be used for the various ailments of man-

[ kind.

4. * None can |

dial acceptance is to be expected. 5. “The |
wonder 1s that any one invited sbould |

seek to to be excused from tasting the de-

| lights of the beavenly repast.” An excuse |
A true friend |

will give a sufficient reason for his action, |
but no one with love in his heart will
frame an excuse. And no excuse can be
framed which will suffice to explain the
neglect of salvation. The Jfirst. The ex- |
cuses are alike in their source, an unwill- |
ing beart ; but there are shades of differ-
ence between them. The first represents
those in whose hearte dwells the pride of
life ; the second, those whose time is oc-
cupied with the toil of !ifq ; the third, |
those whose worldly associations and af- ‘
fections keep tbem back from Christ. 8.
« How many and how varied are the influ 1
ences which tend to hinder our soul’s sal-
vation.” Bought & piece of ground. A |
frivolous excuse, since bis purchased pro-
perty could wait uatil the morrow, while
the féast could not be delayed. 7. “ We
should attend first to that duty which can
least afford to wait.” I must needs go. Note

| for it.

T -

As calorie, electricity and phosphorous
are induced and supplied by Fellow’s
Compound Syrup of Hypophosphites, it
only 1equires the administration of this

successful invention to fortify the feeble,

give sprightliness and motion to the tor-

pid, azd bring about a condition which
not only secures tenaciousness of life BUT
MAKES LIFE REALLY ENJOYABLE.

SAVE THE NATION!

For it is sadly too true that thousands of CH L-

DREN are STARVED T0 DEATH every year by |

mproper or insuflicient FOOD.
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Stock of Pure Drugs.

HMalifax, N.S., May 17th 1878.
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Comped, A servant could |
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__ | and except in cases of actnal organic loss, |
T o B | that it would restore patients suffering |
A FamiLy FriENDp.—No family shoild P =
be without Periy Davis Vegetable PAIN- |
It can be given to the infant |

“for the successful cure of Wasting Dis.
eases, the nervous system must be made
vigorous and kealthy.”

One of the first aymptoms of disease af

| fecting either the Liver, Lungs, Heart, |

THIS DISCOVERY

Ts the result of a series of Scientific Ex- |
periments based upon the theory that |

15 H. P, KERR.
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Stomach, or Genital Organs,is a loss of |

nervous power. This is followed by mus-
| cular relaxation, weakness, and emaciation

of all the organs which depend for health |

| on involuntary muscular action, the weaker
suffering fivst.

Now, as the muscles and nerves depend
so much upon each other for efficient
strength and action, and as the
they control depend on both, it becomes
an actual necessity to treat the nervesand
muscles divectly in order to speedily and

organs

named organs.

The inventor, acting npon these ideas, |

after months of experience, during which
time be had ample opportunity for trying
the effect of his discovery, became con-
vinced that no other preparation known

upon the nervone system as his

from those maladies.

use of this remedy are the following :—
Chronic Constipation,
Chronic Dyspepsia,

Asthma,
Chronic Bronchitis,
Consumption,
Chronic Diarrbaa,
Chronic Laryngitis,
Melancholy,
Nervous Debility.

FELLOWS?

The power of arresting diseases dis-

played by this- preparation is honorably |

acknowledged by the medical faculty in
every section where it has been intro-
duced; and the large sale is the best

3 |
permanently cure diseases cf the above ‘

contained so potent and direct an effect

Amongst the diseases overcome by the

COMPOUND SYRUP OF EYPOPHOSPEITES |

Conveyancing and all other legal busi)
vess carefully attended to.
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E. FREEMAN is now selling and will here-
after sell, the above eelebrated Instruments

I will

July10

1 year.

guarantee of the estimation in which it is |

| held by the public.

This Syrup will cure Pulmonary Con- |
| sumption in the first and second stages. |

| will give great relief and prolong life in |

the third.

It will cure all diseases origi- |

nating from want of Muscular action and |

| Nervous Force.
Do not be deceived by remedies bearin
a similar name no other preparation is a
substitute for this under any circumstance
Look out for the name and address J. |
Fellows’, St. John, N.B,, on the yellow

Iod
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wrapper in watermark which is seen by |

obtained for new inventions, or for improvements

on old ones. for medical or other compounds, trade-

marks and labels. Caveats, Assignments, Inter-

ferences, Appeals, Suils for Infringements, and

all cases arising under the I’atent Laws, prompt-

ly attended to. Inventions that have been

by the Patent 0f-

Jice may still, in

most cases, Dbe

patented by us. Being opposite the U. 8. Paten?

Department, and engaged in Patent business ez-

clusively, we can muke clogrr searches, and securs

Patents more promptly, and with broader claims,
than those wha are remote from Washington. *

send us @ mod-

el or sketch of

your device; we

exam a véseasto [-';;r r‘v'l';tl’;ill’!y,

ree of charge. Al correspondence strictly con-

ﬁdmt al. P';'{fﬂu low, and NO CIHIARGE UN-

LESS PATENT IS SECURED.

We refer in, Washington, to Hon. Postmaster
General D, M, Key, Rev. F. D. Power, The German-
American National Bank, to oficials in the U. 8.
Patent Office, and to Senators and R esentatives
in Congress: and especially te our clients in every

State in the Uniop nnd in Canada, Addral.
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