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THE READER'S CORNER
CONDUCTED BY * COLUMBA

What a lot of nonsense, pure and un- |
diluted, has been spoken and written
about this Coronation Oath aflair? The |
refuse-heaps of bigotry have been dili-
rently digged up and all the hoary old
lies and calumnies have been unearthed, |
Of course the Orangemen have gone on |
the war-path. But oue only pities
these ignorant dupes. Popery is to
them as the red rag to the bull, and the
bare thought of a papist sitting on the |
throne of the Pious William is enough to |
send a cold tremor down their spinal |
column. However, all the frenzied de- |
fenders of the Royal Insult are not ul‘
the Orange hue. How comes it, then, |
that they have s0 completely lost their |
heads ? |

—

Protestants are fond of proelaiming |
their broad-mindedness and spirit of |
toleration. The essence of Protestant-
ism, in theory, is timat everyore should |
think for himself. Why, then, deny this
privilege to their Sovereign: Lord the
King! Why, if George V. thinks well |
of becoming a Catholic, should he be not
free to do so ! When they force a man
to ewear his undving hatred of Catholi-
city what becomes ol their boasted free-
dom of thought ! A little clear think-
ing would do our separated brethren vo
harm.

1t is constantly thrown in our faces
that we are intellectual slaves. The
Pope and the priests form our conscience
for us and forbid us to think for our-
selves. Let us see if we are not as free
as our brothers of the sects. When the
Rev. Mr. Parson went to school and
learned that two and two made four did
that limit his freedom of thought. Is he
free to still think that two and two make
five. So when a Catholie is told that
g0 and so is a dogma of faith he is not
free to think the opposite, any more
than the Rev. Mr. Parson is free to
think that two and two make five,

—

Jut let ns see if we are free to think
as we please. Here in this city of Peter-
boro they have a bylaw that we must
not ride a wheel on the sidewalk.
pose Columba took it into his head to
break that bylaw and was caught, do
you think the police magistrate would
admit Columba had a right to think the
opposite of the City Fathers? Will the
murderer's plea that lie thought he had
the right to person save his
neck Why, if we were free to thiul
as we please social order would be i
And if our liberty to think
and act is restricted by purely 1
laws and conveutions does it not foll
as a natural sequence that we canr
play fast and loose with the enactm

Sup=

shoot a

possible.

uman

of the Divine slator | But
one caulol eapedt a Protestant to he
logical.
St
“R. G. M."” has been in controversy
lately—but the battle has not been of

his seeking. We, Catholies, never initi-
ate polemical encounters. Religion is
too sacred to be lightly dilated at street
corners or in the heavy atmosphere of
a bar-room. We are secure in the truth,
and it is only the doubter goes about
with his shirt sleeves turned up, vainly
hoping to convince himself that heis
right. Catholies do not look for fight,
but if it is forced upon us shame on the
man who cannot give a reason for the
faith that is in him.
“WR. G. M.” Some High school students
bhave been telling him the Catholie
Church is opposed to the material pros-

perity of its adherents, and they instance |

Quebec as opposed to Ontario. Well,
“R. G. M.” might tell them that there
is one department in which Ontario is
far and away ahead of Quebec. Where
do the fiendish perpetrators of those un-

natural crimes that disgrace the columns |

of our newspapers hail from ! Not from

Quebee, thank God.

But these intelligent High school
students are not nearly as smart as they
think. Truly do they illustrate the
truth of the oft-quoted saying, “‘a little
learning is a dangerous thing,” “R.G.
M."” can tell them that this is a very
pre-historic calumny. It has been
answered again and again. Neither
should he forget to remind them that

nowhere in the Scripture is it recorded |
that Christ instanced material success

as a mark of His Church. They I
persecuted Me and they will persecute
you. Know you when you are hated by
the world that it hated Me before you.
Seli what thou hast and give to the poor.
If any man will leave houses and lands
for My sake he will receive a hundred-
fold. Be not solieitous for the morrow,
and so on, ad infinitun But though it
be true that Catholies, to quote Sir
Horace Plunkett, have their centre of
gravity in another world, yet it is wrong
to assume that they look upon worldly
success as bad in itself. It is the abuse
of wealth rather than wealth in itself
that the Churct itholie
theology holds it a sin to waste our time
or our money.

condemns. (

Bat are Catholic countries more back-
ward than Protestant countries! Sel-
gium is overwhelmingly Catholie, and is

one of the most prosperous countric n
the world. leium, which became an
independent state in 1830, has an are
of 11,373 square miles, In t
population was 5,500,000, In ad
7.000,000 inhabitants. Thus

with its more than OU0 peprs

the most densely po

square mile, i
lated country in
it manag

ports totalled =i

id, How does
In 1000 its
1000,000.

the

t the:

o Lo suppe

Imports

) 000,000, Its ¢t nsit  trade dur-
ing the sme year was $140,000,-
000. It has 3,000 miles of

way. Belgium is the first commer
country of the world. In 1902 the tots
value of imports of the
United Kingdom was 530 odd per head
of the population; in Belgium for
same vear it was $100. Sinee 1

exports and

the

its

transit trade has douvbled, the post oflice
receipts have doubled, the telegraph
and telephone receipts have nearly
quadrupled, the saving bank ‘acconnt
has gone up from 26,000,000 s in
1884 to $40,000,000 in 1902, But there
is no need to give further proof. Will

those lnminaries of the High school

kindly explain why, if the Catholic |

But to return to |
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Chureh is a bar to progress, has Belgium
progressed so wonderfully And be it
remembered all this advance has been
made since 1884, avhilst the Catholic
government has been in power.

——

Next week 1 will return to the sub-
ject. Meanwhile I would have i
M.” remind those High sebool ted
ers that, granted the Catholiec Chureh |
cas opposed to material progress, there
would be no ground for complaint unless
it professed, or ought to have professed,
to promote the temporal interests of |
man. To use Cardinal Newman's words:
“Not till the State is blamed for not
making saints, may it fairly be laid to
the fault of the Church that the cannot
invent a steam-engine or construct a
tarifi.” Our would-be economists liad
better revise the Sermon ou the Mount.

CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN

REVENGHE

To be reve ne's enemies is

»d upon

\ desire as old probably as the world
itself. Revenge is sweet. It is also
silly. One time there we re two brothers,

both imbued with
It all started ove

the spirit of reveng
a razor which or
t He

tne boys brought h . shaved
with it, remarking that it was fine.
Phen the other boy suggested that he
use it, just 1o see how it worked, but
the owner objected. However, in the
absence of the owner, the young man
used the razor, aud accidently put a
nick in the blade. When the owner dis-
covered it, he immediately destroyed
his brother's razor—for revenge. Then
the other did some fool trick, and the
first retaliated. This procedure was
followed until they bad worked up (uite
a feud. In their campaign they de-
stroyed each other's clothes, punctured
each other's bicyele tires and tore leaves
out of each other's books. When they
finally came to their senses and forgave
| each other for their mutual offenses,
| they figured up the damage they had
| done, which amounted to some $30 or |
$40 each.

And the satisfaction they gotout of
| their revenge was—revenge. It would
be difficult to imagine a more prepos-
terous thing than the action of these
two boys, but when sifted to the bottom |

| most of the thirst for revenge |
|is based on as foolish a pre- |
| text. Revenge upon an  enemy

may hurt the enemy, but it does no good
| to the one who sought the vengeance.
| Tt makes him mean and contemptible in |
his own eyes, and stirs up the basest |
passions in the heart of the one injured.
| How much better would the world be if |
this priwitive passion could be elimin- |
| ated from it.—Intermountain Catholie. |
|
ON BEING READY |
Qnalify yourself—all employers are |
agreed in this, Asa general rule those |
manufacturers and merchants are most |
successful who are most careful to secure |
| intelligent and skillful workmen. But |
the amount of work performed is not the
most important in respect to which an |
educated workman is superior to an |
ignorant one.
He is more likely to be faithful to the
interests of bis employer, to save from
waste and turn to profit everything that

comes to his hand, so that often the em-
ployer makes mouey if he’pays the skill-
ful workman double the that he

wonld pay to the stupid one.
T

of being

tive, inqui
Ninety-tw

tion earn

is also the sublime satisfaction

thinking, ac-

ounded by
and progressive minds.
of our popula-

manual labor,

per cent.

the remaitr

chanee of a thor

wecordi

| the

United States commissioner of educie |
tion, Mr, Harris.

The demand to-day is for thoroughly
trained men, and the demand is greater
than the supply. Tolerably good works
men are plentiful, experts are rare,
y employer is overwhelmed with

| middling workmen, and this is a poor

country for the average man.
thing is erowded downstairs. There is
room at the top. The man who knows
how to take hold of things by the handles
has the call.

CONVERSATION A TEACHER

Kvery-

Conversation, so often referred to as
anart, may be made one of life's prinei-
pal teachers. It was such to Lincoln.
One has said of him that he seemed to
regard conversation as the business of lile

| 0 fondly and unreservedly did he give

himself to it. He did this because he
s ever learning by conversation.
John Sherman in his * Recollections ™
states that he and President Hayes, in
whose cabinet he was secretary of the

for econversation together on curr
measures and policies which concer
the Treasury Department and the presi-
dential fach prepared himself
beforehand with a menorandum of topies
and queries. Mr, Sherman testifies to
personal beneflt derived from this
interchange of opinion, and modestly
expresses the view that it was of publie
service, This is a good example of put-
ting to high use what is too often one « f
life's wasted resources,—Catholie Citl-
zen,

office.

KEEP YOUR WORD

A man's word stands for himself ; if
his words are false he is false. * By thy
words thou shalt be justified, and by
thy words thou shalt be condemned,”
The man who is to abide in the taber-
nacle of the Lord is one that * sweareth
to his own hurt, and changeth not.” He
may make a bad bargain, but if the
thing promised is not wrong, he is not
wrong, he isto do his best to make good
his promlse.

The man who sets little by his word
will find that people set little by him,
“ Confidence in an unfaithful man in
time of trouble,” says the wise man, “is
like a broken tooth and a foot out of
joint We little dependence on
broken teeth aud dislocated fe

put

there is very little dependen
placed on a person whose word fans,
God His word ; the devil does not

ke there is the difference be-
tween the

God has magnified His word above all
His name, and we must e our ¢ho
whether we will vord as the
Lord keeps His, or

the devil breaks his.

for the truth we s 1
the God of truth. 1f we love lies or
make lles, or do not regard cur word.
we know with whom we shall fall by and

by.

“ SPRAK TO THE EARTH AND IT

SHALL TEACH THEE"

“ How few people ever realize what
significance the earth and the rest of
the universe were intended to bring us,
what mes es of love, and beauty, what
order and infinite calm | How little we
realize that this earth is one vast kin-
dergarten, and that a great lesson is
lccked up in every leaf, a poem in
every flower! It is through these
patural objects that the Creator com-
municates with us. We ought to live
near enough to the Infinite Mind to be
able to read His handwriting in the
rocks, His messages in the strata of the
earth ; but it is ovly the pure in heart
that see God, that is, those whose minds
are clarified of selfishness and greed,
who have become transparent enough to
see the Creator through His marvelous
works.

Those whose eyes are covered with
a film of selfish love and greed can
never see God in His ereation. It is
only those who live the simple life, who
practice plain living and high thinking,
that can see and read the messages the

| Creator has put into His works. The

trees, the streams, the meadows, the
mountains, the lakes, all natural objects
are |packed with meaning to the eye
that can see them, the man that has
transparency enough to see and ap-
proach them.

How painful it is to see tens of thous-
ands of people flocking to the country
in the summer just for the fresh air and
a change and a little respice from life's
drudgery ! They do not see the mar-
velons flowers that they tread under
their feet and pass by with indifference.
They do not realize what miracles of
beauty and design are packed into the

juices of fruits or displaced in the
beautiful tints of the fowers and
leaves ; scenes which would« send

an angel are passed by
without even exciting wethetic emotion.

What pictures of sublimity and majesty
are possible in the m yuntains | What
»s of power, ot infinite force the

into ecstasy

teaches us! What else could
y the same idea of irresistible
force and sublime power that comes

from a mighty storm at
ebbing. flowing tide ?—>Success,

EXTREME EGOTISM
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OUR AND GIRLS

GRADUATION
Graduation days are pre
it occeurred that,
with the thought of grad
graduation dresses, an
last years's newspaper n
esting. It reads as foll
“ The gowns worn by
girls recently graduatec
put street grammar-seho

aching and
to me connection
tion days and
cut from a
it be inter-

, Spriugfield,

Mass, were made by girls them
selves., Some time age eeurred

the Principal of the s ch a
feature would go far t rove to the

public that the domestic science courses

in the schools were of a tical nature,
Another object was to de strate that
an attractive graduation dress need not
be beyond the means ol th rest pupil
The spotless white go vhich with-
stood the closest insps ¢ st a little
less than 52 apiece.

Many Catholie se

couraged the wearing ol
Communion and graduat
the too-lavish use of go
It is a good direction 11
the thoughts of

young je

soon likely to be place
where the money squa
dressing and useless floral di

come in handy for meal-tic

STRIVING FOR THI

It is not only the eh
future needs that I aw
in writing, this for them, though
indeed 1 do consider to be a grave
necessity that they should be trained
early to habits of wise economy and
prudence. But there is something eise
to be considered ; and that is, kindness,
unselfishness, love of others, regard for
the feelings of others. 1fone girl wears
fine silks and lace, and another girl can
not afford, or ought not to afford, to
wear them, why don't Catholic girls
who have kind hearts vote to wear
pretty white muslins of the same quality

HIGHEST

ren's possible

inkin bout,

at a reasonable price, and go share and |

share alike ?

People say that girls are irivolous
and giddy now-a-days. May not ex-
pensive graduation gowns, exp SIVE
First Communion and confirmation
gowns go far to explain this accusation,
because they take up so much time and
thought that should be given to better
and nobler things ?

Tho month of graduation is the month
of the loving Sacred Heart. Oh, what a
joy it would surely give to the Sacred
Heart if our girls would decide to wear
the simple white dresses, such as our
Blessed Mother Mary would like to see;
and then use the extra money for some
deed of kindness and merey !

NOBLE GIFTS

I have read of a

class that sent rece

for First Communicants
land of Uganda in Africa. Was it not
well worth while 7  And suppose, from
every Catholic graduating class in our
land, there went, out of warm, loving,
joyful forethought, some suc h gift, some-
where, to home charities in the parish
or diocese, to Indians and negroesin
our own land, to the heathen far
might not joy far superior to ar
fine dresses or lavish bouquets can afford,
inundate the ehildren's hearts on their
graduation day ?

in that far-off

You are reading and thinking about
boy-saints, deae children. it d
you think, really a truly,
boy-saints would advice yon to

And here is a statement I ha rd
made more than once—that the

tions, now Vs

. Patrick's time land, « \m
ily gloried in giv east one
the priesthood, and
Conve And isn ¢
cal tha

e t God r 1

e dres ith he tir
nd thought spent weni, 1
fully in the way of catior
much they ma or not l

8 of vacation
'HE CROWN O IARTYR 1

What nse to read t thel
ind try for priz i

wout t m, ort e r
if we e A 18 the t sain

uld act ? Lo f
stranger thi pper ¢
erown of martyrdom might b n the
grasp of any boy or rl who reads this
letter, a crown to be n by the martyr s
trial the sword wild's

r by starvatior
rious erow
many a boy and

tooth, the flaming
slow decay.
1w

It is a

rtyr's erown, and
girl has won it, whose names, like Agnes
or Dorothea, some of your own to-day.
But the martyr's erown, after all, comes
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is possible to all, the unselfish, joyous,
ready doing of the will of God, namely,
to love Him, and to love our neighbor
as ourselves, ‘What joy fill the
hearts of Christiar ers and parents,
if our children wished simplicity and
lack of costliness in dress, and chose, i1
stead, to make their *
and to rejoice the Heart of Jes 1s Christ.
Now , | do believe that our children

would

are capable of thinking seriously of
these things, of choosing the higher
path, aud of followir n the saints’ foot-

steps ; and that, sing Pius has so

Poj

specially called them to [req

t Com-

mu ) believes that the saints’

their ways, in a great

ed manuer, very

Kelly in Sacred Heart Rev
[HE DESERET NEWS AND THE
K1

ions which 1

tempta eset the ) 1
he cultivation of decent th of
honorable and clean living, -
seientious and high motive ?

True, every word of it but v t}
editor tell us how all this is to be ac-
complished. It is as easy to moralize as

is platitudinise. It is in the early
growing period of life that the habit of
decent thinking and the right
must be formed. w, if in the home
ion or honor ; in
the school no code of Christian morality
| insisted upon or Christian doctrine
taught, and in the pvlpit no reference
to a hell or judgment after death, how
are you going to meet and overcome
“the temptations which beset the
young ?"" 1f the child be not instructed
at home in * decent thinking,” nor
taught * honorable and elean living " in

doing

there be no piety, re

| what can you do, about it 2"

The ablest thinkers, as a body, in the
United States, the Bishops of the Catho-
lic Church, have many years ago met
these questious and threshed them out.
What was the grain they winnowed from
the threshing and the fanning ? Here
itis: “Everyday'sexperience renders
it evident that to develop the intellect

| and store it with knowledge, while the |

heart and its affections are left without
the control of religious practices, is to
mistake the nature and object of educa-
| tion, as well as to prepare for parent and
child the most bitter disappointment in
| the future, and for society the most
disastrous result.,”—Pastoral
Second Plen. Council of Baltimore.

At once the Parochial school followed
for the training of the intellect, * the
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and the worse of wear, true, but some
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heart and its alfect
Chureh looks back
in dealing with the heart and intellect
f man for nineteen hundred years, and
from her the philosopher learned that
“ the child is father to the 1 X

The habit of elean living and of elean
thinking must be i in the child
and the youth,

Tis grauted

8.  The Catholic
m an experi

an.
rmed

wnd no plainer truth ag

pears,
Qur most important are our earl
years |
The mind, impressible and solt, ith
ease
Imbibes and copies what she hears and
sees
And through life's labyrinth hold f
he clue
I'hat education give er, false true
Wasn't it Lord Bacon ho  said
Al b in 1 rtue
n*( and
¢ 18 tha
nt fiv i t

tin cast
the fation fron

wonted course,
30 we learn from the experience ol
those who ought to know that the char-

ed in early years dominates

man through life. For a man

abits— habits acquir
icult to
as 1t
the

d in youth

it is
honorable act
habits to do
Lord on, the road t
claimed :
do these things, what shall they

as dil do a sinful or dis
is for a man of bad
right.
y His crucifixion, ex
“If in'the green wood they
not do
in the dry.” That is, if the boy be
corrupt, God help the man, Thus we
have in another form the intimation that
as the twig is bent, so will it grow.

The astute editor of the News knows,
as do we, that in npot more than ten
families of the hundred in our city is
the child taught * decent thinking,”
clean living,” or responsibility to God
for sins done in the spirit and in the
flesh. * The school—‘my road ' "—Can-
ping onece said, * must be through char-
| aeter to hounorable manhood and to
power.” In what way are our schools
forming the character of our children ?
Intermountain Catholie.

e e e
The Clean Mouth
A distinguished author says: “I re-
solved when a child never to use a word
| which T could not pronounce helore by
mother.” He kept his resolution, and
became a pure-minded, noble, honored
gentleman.  His rule and example are
worthy of imitation by every boy.
| Boys really learn a class of low, vulgar
words and expressions which are never
heard in respeetable cireles,  Of course,
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we cannot imagine a decent girl using

words she would not ut

ter before her

father or her teacher or most estee med
| friend.

Such vulgarity

| boys to be “smart,” the

sywearing,” and yet *'nc
But it is a habit which le
ity, and fills the min
thoughts., It vulgarizes

| the soul, and prepares the
of the gross and fearful sins which now

corrupt society.

is thought

by some
next thing to
w0 wicked.”?
ads to profan-
d  with evil
and degrades
» way for many
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