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Last winfer prophetit” writers declared that we
should see a rush to Cobalt, the like of which héd never
occurred within, 2,000 milés of the Atlantic sea-board.
Some translated their fatth intoworks a few weeks later,
and gave the ' population 6{ Gobait.town at, 10,000.
The mlb’ht_\‘ influx has not taken place. Ihc.rg has not
been the crazy exaltation l:»f_pri(‘cﬁ \\'hic»h anxidus seers
predicted. There is a cunibug scepticism _a(m_xt the
wealth of Cobalt camp. ' If it were not. so, 1t might bc'
unnecessary ‘to take the trouble to discuss the story ot
Cobalt. in an usexciting , ashian, and to begin lt‘W“.h
such Brutally frank recognition of the distrust which is
felt bv so many who have not)taken the trouble to n-

«’1 Fy
vestigate for themselves.
v

This is Not a Boomer.

During ‘every hour Spent bn this number of the
paper, [ Lave had in mind the picture of a2 most honest
gentieman, who| came to warm mc, In
accents of the -greatest apprehension, against the
swindles in Cobalt minés that are being attempted by
men whe otherwise might Be regarded as respectable.
I do not agree with my [riglitened caller.. But 1 respect
the fecting which he represents. It is good sometimes
to write with the feeling that! there is a very eritical
policemay at your elbow, .

“ New.- Ontario is good enpugh, to have the truth
<Pout it ghade known. Thete are wildcats in every
' obtained
nickels on almost every church cellection plate, I am
concgrned only | to showethe¢ facts about the mines in
Northern Ontario as they. exist.

In three visits to Cobalt, I' iave seen a good many
of the mines, and have discyssed the situation with men
who} though they are interested in the locality, are still
capable of speaking veraciondly. No man's judgment
is infallible, but a journalist' whose experience covers a
pretty wide range, has gcxnx-rull)' ;lcqnirm'ﬂ certain dis-
crimination _in sizing up the refiability of stories sub-
mitted to him. ;

This gumber of “The Mgnetary. Times™ is not in-
JAdended to “boom” Cobalt; anyjmore than a guide book
about WaRstminster’ Abbey is intended to “boom!’ that
sacred fane. It is intended 'to enlarge interestjn the
most -remarkablé mining | dévelopment which thek 2oth
century has prodluced, and, in|q larger sense, to incréase
the favour with which Canada| as a whole. is rcgardu]

by all who contribute to the, translation of her commer-

cial ’7“\1‘]\‘1\\\\\ s into achievements, which will be lead-
ing features of the éxténsion of civilization during the

{ 3
next tWo or ”I!‘t't' (f{'l'.‘lt{("\
When You Reach the Town. .

Omn the road to Cobdlt fnlywintgr you pass through
a wearmess ot show and gaunt lmr’»vr. ln summer you

are. rallroadet] through avenués ol lohage, processions

of lakes, and multitudes of buttertfhies:. You reach a
town whose solitary beauty- ik (the outside of it a lake
and undilating u-uuf.f.l ].Hln'm‘,i{n' On the station
platiprm there 5 sure 'to be al crowd with few: women
Y it Most of the maen lobk \\\.\\“\\('Hn aten, The pros-
pectodr's -long, laced boat  will be I.'rntuu{ enough. 1L

it-1s Saturday the
joge, On the
Cébalt ‘for u

prospdctors! will - be in very strong
sixth #ay ol the week he comes to
: ail, soap, flour, talk, aml rest,

ll'u' town 1s as vou sce i! in prctures, nnI_\ more
80. . On sight, it 1s a place to Hve away. from; on closer
acquaintance not a bad' sory o ]ﬁ.\u- at all 1‘rwlu-n\

company  1s :\grr\-;\lvlr‘ Cobalt 1s not ﬂu\\]n"\'

'S safte;
with_ milk and honey Sanitation is in:rather 31 the-
oretical stage. Transition is the prevailing aspect of its
sewerage problem, But these are disadvantages yoy
can overcome. with the hcl‘v of a little boiled \\;Iv!\’r_
The streets hre hot of boulevardic surface

great deal better than thev ‘were three months ago,

;which is much more than you c¢an say of some boastiul
' v . ' "

longeestablished, cities.
g The outward gule of 'mnmn_hahitnfh ms 1s varied.
The best structures are coveredl with tin; the homeliest

&
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Thes are a -

with tar-paper- wooden exteriors there is
comiorting paint; on- mEst the marks of contact be |
tween rain and nails. (% the open space, whichis 3 |
sort of triangular square for the c?om.muniog; of the
hupciul, there is a quick—lux}ch institution on wheels
About it you notice that unlike others of his profession
who flourish in pthe; down-towns, the proprictor does |

not belie his titlé.

Un some

Banks, Law Offices, Churches. :
Of banks there are the Imperial, and the Canadian
Bank of  ommerce, the former with the nlore commer.

cial site! the latter with“the more imperial appearance,
It was ‘bfought. i sections from British Columbia, -
La\.v’crs abound and brokers put the best face on

things. They do it with great ease. They seem to
want to sell more than to Dbuy, .The place &
as devoid of business vehicles® on wheels as
the island of Madeira. Wealthy mine-owners

travel to and from_their properties on Shank
pony. There is- a  ¢hurch on the hill and 3
tent in a vale where sacred songs and solos are regu-
larly and excellently sung. Beside - and' beyond the
church are tents, and. then a useful structure i as-
nounced to be the future jail. In the other direction
is a frame hospital, from which yoi are thankful to be
delivesed in hot weather. A
Right by the statiop is the free and open-doored
establishment of the blessed association which provides
readihg for campmen of all kinds. It is a free librasy,
lounge-room and school in one. It is'a resort for the
disappointed, and a threshold of hope for thosc who
appreciate Lord Salisbury’s belief in the utility of large
maps. Nearby is a galleried opera house, used for
wrestling bouts, entertainments and public meetings.
In some such place as it, inthe glorious republic, the
notice appeared: “Don’t shoot the man at ‘the piano;
he's doing his bést.” Such an injunction would.be ot
of place in Cobalt opera house. There is no piano.
The excitement here is purc) and undefiled. At
public meetings a big dinner pail .of liguor and a tm
cup-are placed between the chairman and the spﬂkﬂ
When the speaker takes a drink he throws the remaim
of his draught on the floor behind himy py which you
may be assured:that the liquid is h;\rn\lcs's and chap.
The hotel*stoop has no railing, though it 18 eight feet
above earth—it is further proof that vou are in a comr
munity of steady-footed, daw —1~v\'ing gentlemen:
Talk of the Market Place,

Conversation outdoors, and in is nn\:v }vn)(anc m
the sense that it is not apt to run on \’tric(ly S‘Z'iri
!Hn‘s }’t 1s m‘cll(mwi with the silver ])resvn[.
than with the empyrean future. References to anoWe
world are rather casual, and freguently of a down
3 '['livr‘c is }\nn «)u(\\ard‘
\‘A]Il}(‘ Sigm ol w:t ep !.m IHI: ar 1] hl‘f\';] (‘(I)('C[.’l“‘()ns.b Ma
m_the neighborhood of vast fortunes always talk ®
mysteripusly as though they were on the \'c'rgc the
about m

tende n¢y, and very warm.

tomb ‘[.1:1& 1S a ;:;|\~i'-nh~~~
(.qu}Y fix]j\
Who's who in the camp is a subject of daily ¥
vou is as likely to be the
: New York ‘:ri’,!';un:n'rc as h(: I‘.S to be
}.mr?u-r from across the. road You see 2 ﬁ}'-bm
fellow lagboriously writing at the hotel table, and ¥»e®
he may be writing to his parents for a remittance o
: 1uton o be purchased for his test
porary sojourn at home. And then. perhaps, you
yourself looking at the ‘collection of ores in the B2

of Commerce, Which is the epitome

reserve

portance The man next

emissary of some

ordering an : obile t

: , the pr(mf and
Nllr(-']‘rrwl!llw' uv' the camp

... There are men in Cobalt absolutels indvpendemﬁ
Cobalt: ~ They represent  institutions “which are there’
in a hyndred towns—
business .;\ !»f-;ng done by their customers-and thé\'m
there to facilitate it. Ti'a seigmic disturbancd shook®
the mineral out of the rocks and Ieft Cobalt a ag§TF
tion of deéserted shacks, they would be as well e
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