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IN vain will you build churches, 
give missions, found schools— 

•B your works, all your efforts will 
be destroyed if you are not able to 
wield the defensive and offensive 
weapon of a loyal and Sincere Ca­
tholic press.

—Pope Pius X.

Episcopal Approbation.
If the English Speaking Catholics of 

Montreal and of this Province consulted 
their best interests, they would soon 
make of the TRUE WITNESS one 
of the most prosperous and powerful 
Catholic papers in tt is country.

1 heartily bless those who encourage 
this excellent work.

* PAUL,
Archbishop of Montreal.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1909

THE PLENARY COUNCIL.

While worldlings are plying their 
busy cares, the Fathers of the First 
Plenary Council are discussing ques­
tions freighted with eternal signifi­
cance. What a noble body of men ! 
How the sects pale when held up in 

* contrast, not compared, with the 
Church of the Living God. The Re­
velation will guide them. Unlike 
the 'gathering of Anglican prelates, 
all will affirm their belief in the 
selfsame creed with an equal degree 
of fervor and) sincerity. There is no 
High and Low and Broad and Noth­
ing among us. We have a standard, a 
creed, a symbol, in a word, we are 
a church, and not a kind of parlia­
ment. We believe with ease, and 
thank God for the boon. Disciplinary 
canons will be discussed and all the 
more enforced. New lines of Church 
activity wi 1 be found and acted up­
on. Our bishops will not sum up 
their 'work in any insignificant, 
milk-and-water Lambeth encyclical'. 
There will be na ladies’ five-o’-clock 
teas ! No ; the Church of God is 
not forced to mingle nonsense with 
earnest deliberation. There will be 
no bowling, screeching, or hysterics !

Councils, synods, and the like, are 
as old as the Church of Christ itself. 
Such a gathering of men of the 
stamp our bishops are, with the 
other brethren in councA, and under 
the auspices that welcome them, 
will, in the concrete, affirm the na­
tionhood of Canada very strongly, 
more strongly, in fact, than could 
ten sessions of parliament. The 
Church in our land will reap the 
harvest of their sowing ; Canadian 
Catholics will be all the mode uni­
ted, as a result, against Hell, 
schism, and heresy. We all can help 
on the good work by our prayers.

he sails in is already sunk. Protest­
ants have very little use for aider- 
men who must delight In discussing 
cowl, oassock, and candle. The 
Archbishop of this diocese needs no 
Dagenais to tell him his duty, nor 
do we need any Dagenais, «to guide 
us along the paths of economy and 
righteousness. On the contrary, we 
sincerely hope that some of our civic 
fathers will fly so quickly out of of­
fice. at the next election that they 
will get dizzy over it.

His Grace of Montreal, and with 
him, the entire Catholic community, 
want peace and harmony with our 
non-Catholic brethren ; so we can 
easily do without any fellow who 
feels obliged to give soft soap to 
honest neighbors and sing a "song 
of sixpence" every time the tide is 
too high for wharf rats. Business 
is business, and men with a shadow 
of brains never mistake burdock for 
cabbage.

Protestant people have their ideals 
concerning hospitals , wo have ours, 
and, we feel sure Dagenais is not 
the gentleman we want to voice our 
feelings. The city suffers no wrong 
by the existence of the tit. Paul and 
Alexandra hospitals, at one and the 
same time, for one and the same 
purpose. If two did not exist, one 
should have to be bigger. The ex­
pense would come to the same thing 
in the long run, even if some of our 
aldermen do not bother with such 
nonsense as expenditure , waste, and 
tomfoolery. We are great citizens 
and we have a glorious city !

For Heaven’s sake, let Church |
I matters drop at City Hall ; but, in 

return, let ou*r sidewalks and streets 
I do about as well cared for, at least,
* as if Dumdum, the chieftain of Mud 
Island, were in charge and responsi­
ble for our well-being. Instead of 
chaff for our eyes, let us be given 
the luck of finding a life-buoy here 
and there, at the corner of our 
street, and our papers will record 
fewer drowning accidents ! For the 
time being, too, all our aldermen 
may remember that our Archbishop 
stands so high above them all, in 
the esteem of our non-Catholic fel- ] 
low-citizens, that they may easily go 
asleep and dream of c the * conquests. 
When dogs will be able to blow the 
moon out by barking and howling 
all night, and when the dust of 
Craig street, in periods of drought, 
will succeed in poisoning the inha­
bitants of Mars, then let us hear 
some of the talk we do down where 
Commissioner Cannon has found 
so much virtue and honesty to ex­
ist. We want no tirades against 
religion in the Selfsame quarters; we 
would be content were we to get 
but fifteen cents’ worth in return 
for a dollar. That would be an im-

etand in the Confederation as a bul 
work against the invasion of theo­
ries prejudicial to social order, and 
against the dangers resulting from 
an exaggerated love for money and 
a too ardent pursuit of wealth. Men 
living in the whirlpool of business 
and in an atmosphere of materialism 
would find it to their advantage to 
go now and then and meditate in 
those retreats where the sacred fire 
of devotion incessantly burns, and 
where the worship of Ideality is per­
petuated.’ ”

It is truly refreshing, in such 
days of money ideals and selfishness, 
as are ours, to hear a man of au­
thority speak as does the Senator. 
Grabbing and thdleving will never 
make a great nation; while even 
were it possible to work eight days 
in seven, it is not with such means 
that we shall strongly assort our 
title to nationhood.

A LETTER FROM AN ANGLICAN.

provement on what we have hither­
to been getting. At the next elec­
tion let us unmercifully whip the 
money-changers, if there are any, 
out of the Temple.

RELIGION AND COMMERCE.

DAGENAIS AND THE HOSPITALS

The Aldermen are coming out so 
well in Commissioner Cannon’s 
wash, that they are obliged to oast 
some of the blame on innocent peo­
ple's backs. A^few days ago, one of 
the city fathers (or fathersHn-law) 
told the newspapers, and the public 
in general, that Church interference 

> is responsible for the two hospitals 
for contagious diseases. Of course. 
Dagenais, the alderman in question, 
knows that, just at present, it ié 
not a bad mpve to give the bigoted 
Papers & chance to print scare-lines, 
an opportunity to fling little pois­
oned darts at the Catholic Church. 
It might be bette-' for Dagenais, 
however, to give us a little more 
light on civic doings ; while criti­
cism of Church polity and authority 
was never Intended for his lips. He 
imagines, poor fellow, that thrusts 

made against the eccle- 
ittoortties, are sure to

ship

Senator L. O. David needs no in­
troduction to our readers. We ore 

(all well aware of his thorough spi­
rit of work and energy; nor have 
we forgotten his submission to 
Church authority, some years ago, 
when some of his pages were found 
undesirable reading-matter for the 
faithful. ,In a word, we were ready 
for the, following words from him, 
as published in the Daily Witness
( Sept. 10 ), on the subject of Re­

ligion in its relations with Com-

"The Canada publishes a brilliant 
contribution by the Hon. Senator 
David on the recent festivals in ho­
nor of the two hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of the foundation of the 
Hotel Dieu. After giving due praise 
to the organizers of the grand de­
monstration, the Senator refers to 
the moral and national influence of 
the religious institutions whose 
work, he declares, is in no way in­
compatible with industrial progress

" ‘We may,’ he says, ‘and even we 
should wish for our compatriots 
larger share in the commercial and 
industrial movements of our city 
but the incense of our churches, the 
prayers of our communities, and the 
teaching of our colleges and con­
vents, do not prevent the smoke of 
our workshops from blackening the 
sky, and the wheels of, our railways 
from turning. No, one does not 
prevent the other, and there is in 
those establishments a religious, 
moral and patriotic force worthy of 
respect and gratitude, and with 
which we must reckon, reason and 
discuss to prepare the future and 
place the coming generation» in a 
position to compete with the other 
nationalities in the domain of ma­
terial progress.

" ‘Between those who want to go 
too quick and those whose march is 
too slow, there is a just mean where 
reasonable mten, both among the 
clergy and laity, can. come to an 
understanding in conciliating the ex­
igencies of the present and future 
With the respect and preservation of 
our old and glorious religious end 
national traditions, with the prin­
ciples of order and morals, and the 

erous sentiments fostered hi our 
educational and charitable estahlish-

Some days ago we received a let­
ter from a distinguished member of 
the Anglican Church, in which he 
calls our attention to the fact that 
he has been following our paper for 
the "past few months, especially* the 
columns of matter that appear in 
every issue attacking the Anglican 
Church." Of course, we have said 
wicked little things at times, but 
are sorry that the Church of Eng­
land is so open to attack. We deem 
ft an honor, however, to have among 
our readers so brilliant a scholar, 
and so honest a man as our corres­
pondent is. Everything in his letter 
plainly points to the kind of man 
wo had thought our friend must be. 
He is a firm believer in the Aposto- 
licity of the Anglican Church; we 
must differ from him in that regard, 
for wo should have to learn all our 
theology over again if we did* not 
even if we are willing to pledge our 
faith that our correspondent is a 
sincere and deeply religious man. Af­
ter citing and quoting a sentence 
from our paper, ho says: "In reply 
to this and the numberless para­
graphs which constantly appear in 
your publication, I would be very 
glad to send you a weekly letter— 
making up a Series—111 which I will 
endeavor to explain to your readers,

Now. our good correspondent will 
understand that it is not the pro­
vince of the True Witness to offer its 
columns towards the defence of An­
glicanism. Surely all the Church 
of England publications in Canada 
are not of so "Low" a nature, that 
cultured "High Churchmen,” such as 
our esteemed friend, may not ex­
pose and expound their views and 
those of many honest men like them, 
in their pages. If the True Witness 
could possibly meet our correspond­
ent’s request, it would be with the 
heartiest of pleasure we should do

( Here the cars stop—twenty minute» 
to prepare for death ).
Civic money-spenders by whose leave 
This poem was written^ prophesy 

defeat, /
Condemned, election-day, without re­

prieve.
If ye do not hush up, cut out, delete. 
Eliminate this nuisance; be discreet; 
Let my poor jaded nerves be spared 

this shock:
Or answer me—Messieurs, répondez 

vitb—
Why should the bells be rung at five

o’clock?
( Public Notice—All slang, punctu­

ation, peculiarly author’s belonging. 
Reward of $1000 for him who can 
parse and analyze the above cord of 
wood. Apply to Grub street. Full 
note for "cut out." Wanted imme­
diately, a few ideas. )
Better the*woods, and hear the buck- 

goat’s bleait,
The night-long crowing of Si Bur­

ley’s cock,
Better the boots be put to me on 

village street—
Why should the bells be rung at five 

o’clock?

You will find here distinctive summer 
novelties different from other stores

Straw Hats, Collars 
Shirts, Ties, ’

Underwear 
BELTS, Etc. ’

Now, we kindly ask the S.P.C.A. 
to handle the case. Why couldn’t 
the authorities at the City Hall 
make some poets take out a license. 
We are sorry, after all, it is true, 
that some authors are awakened so 
early. The literary critic of the 
Daily Witness has all the keenness of 
the Celt, we are told; but, pray, is 
the old Craig street organ going 
into the valentine business? We are 
sorry the bells will not keep quiet, 
sorry more especially that many 
poetasters do not wake up too late 
for the last edition of the papers 
each day. The man who wrote the 
poem for the Witness has all 
the warmth, pathos, and feeling of a 
Goldsmith when digging a church­
yard# for potatoes. We place our­
selves on record as requesting that 
nine-tenths of the newspaper poets 
be pensioned off until Judgment day.

BRENNAN BROS.
a5ld MleiV,s furnishers *
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DR. COOK AND THE NORTH 
POLE.

‘BALLAD OF THE EARLY RING­
ING OF THE CHURCH BELLS

* The day will < thei

Under the above caption an au­
tumn poet—that is, one in danger of 
death from starvation in the idea 
line—lately contributed a "poem" 
(?) to the Daily Witness, As the 

stuff is best suited for a valentine, 
and best printed when got out in 
whitewash on the backyard fence of 
a second hand store, we shall ans­
wer him along his own scheme of 
verse-makirjg,begging to be pardon­
ed beforehand, and requesting leave 
to escape the rope. The author— 
the poet of the Daily Witness—does 
not like church bells in the morning, 
poor fellow! Montreal will have to 
change its site and situation to 
please him, for he is bound to stay. 
To the poet we say ( changing his 
lines ) :
Why should we kick and growl from 

mom till eve?
Why should we write, and wherefore 

should we bray?
Why should we sometimes strain our 

eyes and grieve!
Why should we love and hate, be 

sour and sweet?
(Before we go any further, let us 

say that three-quarters of the poem 
are kept in their original sublimity 
e.g., the last line above)
Are points that with indifference I 

greet,
Arcana that, with writing crowbar, 

I unlock;
But tell me this, I earnestly en­

treat:
Why should the bells be rung at five 

o’clock?
(Second dose—a year later)

Why, O ye men, with poetry to burn 
(pardon rhyme)

Great. irJc-disponsors, maddened by
the feat

Of Blériot nigh murdered with many 
a "Vive"—

Why. O ye poem-smiths, assassins, 
the elite

Of the circus-world, ye who now 
meet

In Birdville—lo, at your doors I 
knock

Pray, murder me—(the question

Dr. Robert Ellis Thompson, the 
distinguished Irish Protestant writ­
er, who contributes a weekly paper 
on some important question of eco­
nomy to the Irish World, has given 
a good lesson to those among mas­
ters or students of science who prov­
ed too ready to pronounce final judg­

ment on Dr. Cook and his alleged 
visit to the North Pole. After hav­
ing scored the hasty opinion-makers, 
Dr. Thompson says:

"In a less degree such antipathies 
are liable to arise among men in 
the same walks of scientific re­
search, but ore worse among the 
Philologists. "May God confound 
your theory of the irregular verb!" 
is a saying handed down by tradi­
tion from the days of the Revival 
of Learning. Prof. Max Muller and 
our own Prof. Whitney would not 
appear together at any meeting of 
Orientalists through the latter half 
of their lives. Prof. Ritsohl, the 
great editor of Plautus, waged un­
relenting war on half of the Latin 
scholars of Germany. Prof. Ewald 
annually roasted all t>he Biblical 
scholars, except one disciple of his 
own, and his English admirer Dean 
Stanley. The relations between 
Prof. Tyndall and Prof. Forbes in 
the matter of the theory of glaciers 
were "strained," as the diplomats 
say And so on "through the whole 
circle: "Potter is hostile to potter." 
So the outburst of criticism from 
"scientists" in this case is to be 
expected and need not alarm those 
who believe in the storv told bv our 
American explorer. Decency would 
have suggested a suspense of judg­
ment until the man could be heard 
fully, but jealousy, whether national 
or scientific, would brook no de­
lay."

Some of the learned scientists re­
ferred to by the Irish World’s schol­
arly contributor are simply fakirs, 
quacks, mountebanks. They will un­
dertake to-morrow, perhaps, to have 
us believe that, all along, we have 
been! thinking with our thumbs and 
that the heart has been living in our 
right lung. Roosevelt exposed Long 
and a few other "nature fakirs," and 
if be or anybody else oould condemn 
half our scientists to go shooting 
grasshoppers, he might prevent them 
from eventually winding up in a 
madhouse.

we admit, a telling number of Irish- 
blooded Knights, and that c insti­
tutes a glory for the brotherhood. 
There may be a black sheep amongst 
them now and then, but it is not 
our shame to bave to boast! of such 
vampires as Combes, Clemenceau, 
Luther or Jules Ferry. It must bo 
a rainy day, indeed, when ridiculous 
asses, with their hoofs, trace dis­
graceful letters in the sand over Ire­
land’s infidelity to her God and altar 
Just think of it; the Knights of Col­
umbus unfaithful to Mother Church! 
Go tell that to the Hottentots, for 
they, at least, won’t sicken when 
the paper is put in their hands. If 
only Forepaugh and Sells could se­
cure one or two of the scribes re­
sponsible for attacks on the Knights, 
"Jo-Jo, thfe dog-faced Russian hoy," 
and “Zu-Zam the Zulu" would re­
sign in disgust at the company they 
should be forced to keep.
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DEEDS, NOT TALK.

We have read a lot in Catholic 
papers about the necessity there is 
of making a serious effort in favor 
of the Ruthenians in our great North 
West. Too much cannot bo written. 
But, instead of the empty talk of 
one or two printed fly-sheets, the 
Register-Extension backs Its story. 
and defence with deeds. And, In 
fact, Dr. Burke, of the Canadian 
Extension Society, has promised 
Father Sabourin, the zealous French- 
Canadian priest who is hard at 
work in the cause, the wherewith 
for ten little churches.

There is muscular Christianity for 
you, and anything Dr. Burke 
dertakes and fights for culminates in 

living concrete issue of worth and 
solid worth. The Irish and Irish- 
Canadians are wicked people; they 
want all the honors; yet we are glad 
they can do the things as Dr. Burke

Ten new chapels for the Ruthen- 
ians! Just think what discomfiture 
the undertaking means for the foul 
birds of the battlefield in quest of 
carrion on Ruthenian territory. 
Again we say, God bless the hour 
in which) Canadian Extension 
conceived, and the men who 
ceived it.

D. & J. SAOLIEB
I3Ï'.Notre Dame St. 

MONTREAL

& CO., I
West
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Cardinal gibbons on educa­
tion.

"SLANDERING A RACE.’

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS.

1 to her Why should the bells be rung at
ï'clock?

It is fast becoming a practice for 
cads with rings in their noses and 
kinks in their ears, to attack the 
Knights of Columbus. Of course, 
the chief offence lies in the fact 
that too many Irishmen belong to 
the organisation. Editors of sup­
posedly Catholic sheets are among 
the calumniators, even if the most 
exalted prelates in America are 
ready to support the Knights. The 
blackleg slanderers are the selfsame 
who are ever twitting the Irish over 
the leakage in faith.from which they 
are supposed to have suffered so 
grievously in America. The fellows 
forget that they belong to nations. 
#1 blood, that have drawn the Pope 

Papacy in the mud, or have 
as à nation.

We are glad to be able to agree 
with the Daily Witness, whenever we 
poeeibly can and may; and so we 
are only too willing to say that we 
fully share the editor’s ideas, in the 
article he wrote under the above 
caption. There is too much of this 
cheap patriotism in Montreal; and 
there are too many honest English­
men and too much honest Protestant 
money here in Montreal, to warrant 
ridiculous fuss-makers the right of 
insulting people right and left. The 
article of the Daily Witness deals 
with the Board of Control, as at­
tacked by the "Bulletin." The se­
cond part reads as follows ( we 
heartily concur ) :

"The Bulletin also slanderously 
assumes that the 22,000 names 
struck from the list for non-payment 
of taxes are those of Frenoh-Cama- 
dians. This is a most unjust re­
flection upon Mr. Brunet's compa­
triots, who pay their debts as 
promptly as any other element in 
our population. It is not improba­
ble that in proportion to- the popu­
lation more English than French 
names have been struck from the 
list, a process which is carried out 
according to the books and without 
respect of persons. The brand of 
‘patriotism’ indulged in by Mr. Bru­
net and the Bulletin is one that has 
served to line the pockets of rogues 
in all ages, and there is no doubt 
that true patriots in Montreal in­
tend next Monday to deal it a stern 
rebuke that it deserves. A s<ime- 
wbat similar appeal to cast a 'stand 
pat’ vote has been made to work­
ingmen in general. Nothing oould 
be more suicidal to their interests. 
It is sung of Robin Hood arid his 
Merry Men that they used to take 
from the rich 'and gite unto the 
poor,’ but whatever standard of 
ethics this involved, it Is not the 
system of modern free-booters who 
take from both and giv* to neither. 
There is not a deportment to the

The New York Times, Sept. H, 
prints a very important paper from 
the pen of His Eminence James Car­
dinal Gibbons, on the subject of 
"Education and Religion." The great 
American churchman wants the 
youth of his land well trained in the 
knowledge profane science can af­
ford; hte wants the young men of the 
United States well prepared for the 
world; but he wants them pious as 
well as scholarly. Come what may, 
the United States will have to do 
more than it is doing, along the 
lines of religion, if it .means to re­
main a strong and undivided nation. 
Sad to say, modesty in dress and 
demeanor is not » marked feature of 
even the average American young 
girl. Even Protestant ministers are 
denoutjcing the public schools of the 
country, because, as they say, the 
boys and girls co-educated are 
growing up disgustingly lacking in 
the ordinary respect a savage would 
have for. a squaw. So long as the 
American nation will listen to such 
men as Cardinal Gibbons, and bo di­
rected by .his counsel and advice, 
hope will be left and good the out­
come; but, if ever the United States 
grows tired of such lessons, pity 
the land l The American Republic
can fall as easily as a South Ameri­
can Republic can get up five-
o'clock tea revolution. Woe to the 
country whose destinies God will re­
fuse to bless.* We publish elsewhere 
the Cardinal’s beautiful paper.

WELL DONE, ALDERMAN CLEAR- 
IHUEt !

It is a source of gratification for 
all who are interested in seeing 
Montreal cease to be a good bat­
tlefield full of loot for buzzards and 
vultures, to know end believe the 
wo still have aldermen like Mr. Clea- 
rrhue whom money cannot buy. TW 
True Witness is pleased to doff 
journalistic beaver and say, we 
done! If Socrates were to com® 
back to earth he might carry °» 
Aid. Clearihue with bdm—so 
hope the old philosopher will oovr 
tlnue do dwell on the ban*, of the 
Styx. We, seemingly, hare tew to

■®E 1st of his thorough
màrk. Well dos».
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i Bernier of late. He 

«8 much soul and spi 
any Peary, and so tt 
the dailies hardly 
uh over their gruesc 
along with all othei 
iblee. It is a pity m 
lies are walking , so 1 
paths of Hearst etna : 
«van if we do except 
Hour" and "The Sift 
are others.

It is too bad to tl 
'German Centre is sud 
teroal dissension. It 
noble work hitherto, 
seem that no1 good w 
"vision in the ranks.

■ Windthorst must ha<v 
"grave the hour the f 
Peered above the hoi 
herd to say what Bidt 
firet. Let us hope it 
* mse of gentlema1 
'wards wanting to 
Wise over the same, ] 
given moment.

And still 
ting away 
Bard to blar 
“Ware they g 

Doukhaibc 
vemain with 
hM. But 1 
* While yet


