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Although the receipts for the Service Account during
April have béen large, on the other hand the expen-
diture has been exceptionally heavy, and the month'’s
account unavoidably ends with a considerable debit
balance ; byt if the offertories continue as large as they
have recently been, the May account is pretty sure to
make a more satisfactory shewing.

The Treasurer of the Cathedral has the pleasure of
acknowledging the reccipt (per Canon Macnab), of
Easter offerings from Mr. and Mrs John A, Wood and
Miss McClure, sent from San Diego, California ; also a
donation of twenty-five dollars from a well-known
gentleman in the city, who wishes to encourage the good
work being done in St. Alban’s; also twenty-five dollars
from the Rev. Hugh C. R. Cunninghame, of Edinburgh,
a Scottish clergyman, who, with a tourist friend, attended
our service on Easter Day, and manifested much interest
in the building up of the Cathedral.

The last amount is not included in
Account, but goes directly to the Treasury.

the Service

The Easter Services were marked by a new depart-
ure. The Choir of St. Alban’s has never done its work
as a musical performance to display the abilities of the
singers, or to entertain an “audience.” Solo singing has
therefore been exceptional, and especially so as regards

the boys, for it has been felt that training a boy to sing
i w0lo may produce good results in the rendering of the
musical part of a service, and yet may not be for the
good of the boy, who, unless he is a steady sensible boy,
may be set up with an exaggerated notion of his own
importance.  We have had a number of boys quite
capable of Leing trained to sing solos, but for the reasons
given, they were not brought out.  In the Easter Ser-
vices this vear, however, the solo parts in the anthem
“Why seck ve the living among the dead,” were sung by
a boy, Albert Wood, of whom Mr. Kemp says, that * he
acquitted himself to the entire satisfaction of the choir-
master,” which is an expression that in St. Alban's choir
conveys a high meed of praise.  The whole rendering of
the anthem, and also of Handel's Hallelujah Chorus,
during the offertory, was most excellent.  There was a
full muster of the choir, over fifty men and boys, and
eight cantatrices,

Easter is usually regarded as a test of progress, or
otherwise  The following figures indicate steady pro-
gress.  The number of Communicants in 1902 was 240,
this year 298.  The offertory of 1902 has been this year
exceeded by about $110.  The Sunday School receipts
for the vear ending at Easter were ahout $100 more
than for the previous year.,
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* % There is some more vet to come in,

The cut glass cruets belonging to the Communion
vessels having heen accidentally injured so as to be no
longer suitable for use, a new pair, made in London from
designs furnished by Canon Macnab, have been pre
sented to St Alban's by Mr. David Orr. They have
unbreakable stoppers of cork, elegantly topped with
silver and surmounted by a small silver cross.
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