160

with His victory, as if the jawbone of an ass had
slain ‘“ heaps upon heaps.”

After his victory Samson ‘‘was sore athirst” (ver.
18). The activity of the believer is not all ; con-
flict does not quench the thirst. Something was
necessary for Samson to meet his personal need,
otherwise, as he said, *‘ I shall die for thirst, and
fall into the hand of the uncircumcised.” If we do
not wish to lose the results of conflict, we must
use the word of God for our refreshment, and not
only for combat. In his extremity, Samson called
on Jehovah, who showed him a refreshing spring
flowing out of a rock cleft by God’s hand. The
rock everywhere and always is Christ. ‘‘If any
man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink”
(John vii. 37). Let us get back into Christ’s pres-
ence after conflict. His word will refresh us.
Samson was alive to the dangers which closely
attend victory. The fact that God had ‘‘given
this great deliverance into the hand of His ser-
vant” would be very likely to make us *‘ fall into
the hands of the uncircumcised,” if the soul does
not at once seek shelter, refreshment and strength
by the waters of grace, of which Christ is the dis-
penser. In that day of blessing, Samson was
characterized by these two things : a great activi-
ty in conflict for others, and, as to himself, a hum-
ble dependence upon God, which enabled him to
avail himself of the resources in Christ.

The first part of Samson’s history closes with
these words : ‘“ And he judged Israel in the days
of the Philistines twenty years” (ver. 20), It con-
tains, notwithstanding all the failures which we
have pointed out, God’s approbation of the public
career of His servant. The ensuing chapter shows
us the loss of his nazariteship.

( To be continued, D.V.)




